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DISK JOCKS HOLD MUSIC REINS 





The People’ Take Over 


Now even elevator men are script experts and play-investment 
advisers. As one disgusted playwright complains, “Talk about tak- 
ing the theatre to the people! They've moved in and taken over 
the theatre.” 

The author’s gripe arose after seeing the night elevator man in 
his Park avenue apartment house reading a legit script. Inquiry 
disclosed that another tenant in the building, an occasional in- 
vestor in Broadway shows, has the elevator man read submitted 
scripts so as to get “an average person’s reaction.” 

Becoming more curious, the playwright learned that the elevator 
man has seen only a few shows in his life, but has definite opinions 
on the scripts he reads. The fellow said he didn’t think much of 
the one he was then reading, and was going to advise against in- 
vesting in it. Happening to have a script of “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” in his apartment, the playwright gave it to the elevator man, 
asking him to fead it and give an opinion. The chap returned it a 
few days later without recognizing the title or realizing it had ever 
been produced. 

“I didn’t think much of it,” he pronounced. “The mystery doesn’t 
come off and there’s no suspense. If I were you I wouldn’t put a 
dime in it.” 


Bergen Getting $75,000 Brushoff; 
‘Stop the Music’ Inroads Denied 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. + 
Standard Brands, in the midst of | Pops’ Fiedler Debuts 


a retrenchment program, asked | P 
Edgar Bergen to find a new spon- | As Hub Disk Jockey 
Boston, Sept. 21. 


sor. Food packer wants to unload | , 
program, which costs $25,000 week-| Arthur Fiedler, Boston Pops 
ly, exclusive of time. If no other | maestro who is set to take on the 


sponsorshi. is set up by Oct. 3, RCA Victor airer with Robert Mer- 


starting date on NBC,» Standard | rill the first of the year, debuts as 
will fulill terms of its pact with |@ Classical disk jock in the Hub 
Bergen, which has two years to go. | Oct. 1. ee é 

It would also relinquish time to a| “Classroom Classics,” his _ stint, 
new sponsor, as it did when Fred | Will be aired Fridays at 9:45 a.m. 
Allen was dropped and caught by | 48 part of the “Listen and Learn 


Ford. ‘series piped to classrooms from 
WBZ-WBZ-FM. Other a.m. series 
\sponsored by the Mass. Dept. of 
Education offer geography, litera- 
ture and science, and have long 
| been established as the top school- 
|room series in the area. 

| 











Bergen wound up his 1lth year 
with Standard last season, con- 
sistently rated with leaders. It’s 
vehemently denied that Standard’s 
action was promoted by inroads 
made on the Bergen show last sea- 


son by “Stop the Music” on ABC. | 6 
Both Bergen and Allen, slotted 
opposite the giveaway, have in- y ypo 0 
Sisted on battling it out with “Mu- | 
Vaude Via Tel 


sic.” Under no consideration would 
they move to another time on NBC. | 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Television setowners will go out 


In New York, speculation that | 
\of their way to catch an act in a 


a Capital gains deal, similar to that 
(Continued on page 55) | 

local theatre or nitery that they've 

|become acquainted with in their 


Times Sq. Reaches 
Peak Traffic Load; © own ving, rooms. Soveafea thi 


vision. 








week with first returns from a con- | 


Crowds Top Wartime ‘°°, survey being conducted 


The Times Square junction— among Philadelphia TV families by 
billed widely as the crossroads of Sindlinger & Co., indie research 
the world—has now hit an all- bureau, which combines personal 
time peak traffic load in a demon- | (Continued on page 14) 
Stration of its. still growing draw- | 
ing power. Through Mazda Lane, 
1,250,000 people pass in every 24 | 
hours, according to a current sur- | 
vey made by Artkraft-Strauss, | 
a theatrical sign-building out- 
it. } 





Roy Rogers De-Horsed - 
In Spades in Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 
| “The show must go on” proved 
The congested amusement area a hollow phrase to the union boys 
is 5% more crowded than it was Monday night. As a result, Roy 
during the war when a last check- Rogers had to keep Trigger in 
up was made, avers Jacob Starr, the old corral whiie 5,00u siodc 
prez of Artkraft. In prewar days, patrons et the Olympia rode hon 
Times Square rejoiced in the el- fuming. A jurisdictional fig 
(Continued on page 55) \ Continued on page 52) 











OF ALL POP oALED 


| 


| The thousands of record pro-| 
igrams occupying major segments | 
(of the air time of 1,200-odd U. S. | 
broadcasting stations have so ot 
outdistanced all other methods 
of promoting new songs that a 
major change is occurring in the 
music publishing industry. For 
years one of the accepted practices 
among publishers has been the set- 
ting up and execution of “drives” 
to test the potentialities of songs. 
This involved the securing by any 
|means possible a concentration of 
iremote and commercial plugs dur- | 
jing a seven-day period, and has | 
| always been a source of irritation | 
between publisher and contactman. | 
Today the latter aren't bothered so | 
often by them. The “disk jockey | 
drive” is taking over. 
' So sharp a hold dags the disk | 
,jockey have on the influencing of | 
/pop musical tastes that 85° of all | 
| pop disk sales are said to be caused | 
|by disk-spinners. And publishers 
are taking advantage of it to the 
disadvantage of the contactman. 
‘Instead of sending a staff after 
live plugs, a long string of wires, | 
letters and telephone calls go out to 
‘disk jocks asking for as many plugs | 
‘as possible on a song during a' 
given period. In the event the disk | 
| (Continued on page 50) | 
| 


GODFREY DUE FOR TELE | 
- ‘SNEAK PREVIEW’ MON. 


| CBS plans to “sneak preview” | 
|Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts” | 
‘on television next Monday (27) | 
night with a simultaneous pickup | 
from the radio airing at 8:30 p.m. | 
Young & Rubicam agency execs 
|will sit in with a view to adding 
‘TV to the regular Lipton’s Tea 
lradio broadcast if the show makes 
for suitable tele fare. 


BS had planned the pickup 
|last Monday (20) but was forced to 
call a last-minute postponement 
through difficulties with the vari- 
‘ous talent union's involved. Diffi- | 
lculties, involving the wage scale 
for simultaneous pickups, have | 
'since been ironed out. 
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To Mitchum s Latest Picture 





Readers Digest’s Trailer 
For Walt Disney’s Film 


Readers Digest will carry for the 
first time, in its December issue, 
an abbreviated version of a book 
simultaneously with the release of 
the film version. Tieup was made 
by Walt Disney Productions on “Se 
Dear to My Heart.” It will also 
mark another first for the Digest 
in that extensive illustrations will 
be used. They will all be Disney 
drawings from the film. 

Deal also provides that the mag 
will carry a band around the out- 
side announcing the story and il- 
lustrations and the whole thing 
will also be carried in all foreign 
editions. 


N.Y. Nitery Biz 
Surprisingly OK 


New York cafe bonifaces tem- 
porarily stopped talking about 
prospects of a poor season, being 





too occupiéd with keeping poten- | 


tial customers in line behind the 
ropes. 
The return of vacationers, the 


| flock of legit openings, the cooler | 


Continued on page 52) 


Nothing Sacred: Ex-Gov. 





Gets Nitery Bouncers 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Ex-Governor Jimmie Davis of 
Louisiana yesterday (20) in Chi 
circuit court sued Jack Peretz, 
owner of the Rag Doll, for $4,000, 
charging his salary was unfulfilled. 
Hillbilly recording artist claims he 
holds five notes for salary on 10- 
day engagement at the Rag Doll. 
Two notes are past due, and Davis’ 
attorney has been unabie to col- 
lect. 


Only excuse given is stint failed | 
to pay off. Rag Doll usually fol- | 


lows name jazz policy. 





* Marijuana charge on which Rob- 


| ert Mitchum was rapped in Los 
| Angeles three weeks ago appears 
to have hypoed his b.o. pull, if any- 
| thing. “Rachel and the Stranger,” 
|Starring the actor, which RKO 
irushed into theatres during the 


|past week, has racked up hefty 


|grosses in every engagement and 
‘appears headed for a good share 
| of holdovers. 

| Audience reaction to Mitchum 
| was sympathetic right across the 
|country from Boston to Denver 
|in the cities covered by VARIETY’s 
| boxoffice reports. There appeared 
ito be little of the applause that 
|8reeted Mitchum’s appearance in 
|trailers for “Rachel” a _ couple 
| weeks ago, but there was uniform 
| interest in the actor. At the May- 
| fair, N. Y., it was said the audience 
| comprised 80% women. 

There was no booing, hissing or 
picketing anywhere. At late eve- 
| hing shows on Broadway there 
| were some loud wisecracks from 
\the audience when Mitchum first 
| appeared on the screen, but it was 
|all good-natured. 

Picture, one of the last from 


(Continued on page 45) 


‘Streetcar’ Thesps Pitch 
For Wallace, Draw Ire 
Of Pittsburgh Customers 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Nixon theatre experienced more 
headaches last week than just 
_ those from turnaway crowds yap- 
ping for ducats to “Streetcar 
Named Desire” when Uta Hagen, 
star of the Tennessee Williams 
drama, and Mary Welch, who plays 
the role of Stella, took the stump 
|here for Henry A. Wallace. Both 
_actresses appeared at an open-air 
rally of Westinghouse Co. plant 
workers and called for election of 
Progressive Party’s presidential 
candidate. : 

News columns of daify papers 
here gave wide coverage to ap- 
pearance of Miss Hagen and Miss 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Rossellini and Goldwyn May Come 
To Terms on an Ingrid Bergman Pic 


Ace Italian director Roberto Ros- 
sellini is reported to have softened | 
somewhat in his attitude toward of: | 
fers from American producers to | 


make pictures in Italy for them or 
in association with them. He has 
come around to accepting terms 
laid down by Samuel Goldwyn in 
negotiations started months ago 
Next move is up to Goldwyn, if he 
chooses to go ahead with the deal 

Should Goldwyn decide to ink a 
pact with Rossellini, the picture to 
be made may star Ingrid Bergman 
Actress has been anxious to appear 
in a film Rossellini directs, but. 
like Goldwyn, would not accede to 
his terms. He has now made the 
same concession to her that he has 
made to Goldwyn, according to re- 
ports received by the producer. 

In the case of both Goldwyn and 
Miss Bergman, the stumbling block 
has been Rossellini’s unwillingness 
to agree to give them approval of 
the script and the genefal produc- 
tion setup. Rossellini is largely an 
off-the-cuff director, given to mak- 
ing changes and improvisations of 
his script as he goes along. Both 
Gcldwyn and Miss Bergman feel 
that is an unsuitable method for an 
expensive film geared to the Amer- 
ican market. They want to know 

‘(Continued on page 18) 





J. C. Steins’ European 
Antique-Buying Spre 


Paris, Sept. 21. 

The Jules C. Steins are extend- 
ing their European stay another 
month, now that the Hollywood 
bunch have played the London- 
Paris-Riviera-Rome circuit and 
gone home. The Music Corp. of 
America board chairman is leisure- 
ly surveying the European scene, 
articularly all the Continental 
eys, with an eye to future mar- 
kets for U. S. talent, notably names 
and bands, besides the usual va- 
riety people. 

Also importantly keeping Stein 
and his wife, Doris, on this side 
until mid-October is their interest 
in antiques. 





Pix-Radio Commitments 
May Halt Schnoz’s Legit 
Jimmy Durante was called back 

to the Coast from New York over 


the weekend to finish preparation 
on his new season’s radio show 


with plans for his projected Broad- | 


way legiter still hanging fire. With 
Durante himself enthusiastic about 
the idea of appearing on Broad- 
way for the first time since “Keep 
Off the Grass” in 1940, it’s be- 
lieved likely the plan will go 
through. Actor Robert Montgom- 
ery and producer Vinton Freedley 
hope to co-produce a revue starring 
the comic. 
Several obstacles remain to be 
overcome, however. Chief among 
. these is Durante’s film commit- 
ments with Metro. He’s already 
scheduled to begin work in a new 
film about Nove 1. His contract 
calls for him not to work more 
than 15 weeks at a time in any pic- 
ture. and if Metro ean shoot 
around him, he should be available 
for Broadway by Jan. 1. Since a 
legiter means the Durante radio 
show would also have to originate 
in N. Y., it’s possible the 20th-Fox 
film commitments of Alan Young. 


the comedian’s radio foil, might | 


siand in the way of the legiter. If 
Young isn't able to leave the Coast. 
the radio show would probably 
have to remain there. 

Still another obstacle is the fact 
that the contracts of the radio per 
formers stipulate they must be paid 
$25 per day sustenance if the show 
leaves Los Angeles. It’s figured 
that at least 10 people would have 
to come to N. Y. for the show and 
the resultant $1,750 weekly cost 
might deter plans for the legit pro- 
duction. 





Mickey Seriously Ill 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Mickey Rooney was ordered con- 
fined to his home by Dr. Stanley 


Immerman, who said thesp has} 


severe throat infection 
Surgery is a possibility 


Harry Wardell’s Death 
At 69 Marks Passing Of 
A Show Biz ‘Character’ 


Harry Wardell’s death at 69 in 
Hollywood last Friday ‘17) ended 
the career of a comedian’s come- 





dian, who thought it more impor- | 


tant to be funny offstage than on 
Although the bane of bookers and 


agents because he rarely perform- | 


ed at his best while on stage, he 
nonetheless got plenty of booking 
as a blackface comic because of 
pressure put on by leading name 
comics, imcluding Al Jolson. 

He was the official court jester 


'to the industry. His puckish per- | 


sonality and frequent irresponsi- 
bility militated against his becom- 


;ing a top act. Knowing that his} 


| pals would “always take care of 
j me,” and that the weekly check 


| ter how bookers regarded him, he 
concentrated more on offstage hu- 
mor. He originated phrases like 


“Life is just a bowl of cherries,” | ; : 
“I’m the matzo ball in the soup of | plement of picture lensers is re-| Miss. State-Tennessee ...... , 
| sult of a fracas between the IATSE | 
Jolson took care of his personal | group and the companies over pool 
representation during the current | Texas-No. Carolina .. 


| life,” ete. 


|}needs for many years. Darryl 
| Zanuck took over that responsibil- 
ity during the past five years. 
Wardell’s greatest effort, a pro- 
| duction of Victor Herbert's “Gold- 


"'en Girl” in 1920, was a flop. 


Funeral services in Hollywood 
; were attended by Jolson, Zanuck, 
| Jack Warner and many other lead- 
‘ing personalities. George Jessel 
officiated. 





BORRAH MINEVITCH — 


Cannes, Sept. 21. 

The Duke of Windsor extended 
his congratulating hand to little 
Johnny ‘Harmonica Rascals), who 
fumbled his courtsy, lost balance 
,and had to hang on to the Duke’s 
leg to save from falling on his face, 
in Cannes. 
| Erich von Stroheim finished his 


| European Runaround 


|picture in Vienna, where half the 
studio is in the American sector; 
ithe plumbing half in the Russian 
'sector; now his passport is full of 
| Russian stamps. 

| Yves Montand, this generation's 
next Chevalier, a former ladies’ 
| hairdoer—but don't get him wrong. 
| He’s set for the Versailles, N. Y.., 
|; next spring. 

After fussing with gooey sauces 
for the customers the chief chefs 
themselves sit down to nice steam- 
ing boiled potatoes with slabs of 
butter. 

Psss-t — Sh-sh and ho-hum— 
Christian Dior will only use colors 
you imagine you see in flames— 
next spring. 

Wesley Ruggles has a new cult— 
“The Mananas”’. Motto: “Easy does 
ig 

Benny Davis and Abner Silver 
sold Jan Kiepura and Martha Eg- 
gert new ditty, “I Laughed at 
| Love,” to be sung in four languages 
in their new picture. 

Quentin Reynolds’ documentary 
film on Palestinian fighting and 
Richard Josev Inger (Palestinian 
Chaliapin) records raising plenty 
arms funds for Irael here. 

Abe Aaronson (Ambassadeurs 
and “400,” London) knows the 
lucky tables at the Casino 

Still going strong: Breitbart. the 
strongman, breaking chains with 
his teeth, bending steel over his 
knee and having cars run him over. 
The nudist colony at the Ile du 
Levant ‘off St. Tropez) is legal and 
has government naval protection 
from oglers. 
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326th Week! 
3354 Performances 
All-time long run record in 
the legitimate theatre. 


| KEN MURRAY’S 


’ 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray’s 

Academy Award Film 





|Newsreels Miss Prez 
Train in IATSE Tiff 


On Pooling of Crews 


Washington, Sept. 21. 


| The Presidential train departed | 
| would continue to come in no mat- | here past week on its CTOSS-COUR- | Mississippi-Flerida (nite) ..... 
jtry tour jampacked with newsmen | 
jof all kinds—but sans a single | 


newsreel rep. 
Omission of the standard com- 


| presidential race. Union toppers 
}seem suddenly to have awakened 
}to the fact that a wartime pattern 
|had developed into a peace time 
practice. As a result, an ultimatum 
, Was served on the company Ooffi- 
|cials that the days of the newsreel 


| pool were over, and that from now | 


/on in each outfit would have to 
|} have its own crew—or no coverage. 


|Report here is that the reels| 


pleaded shortage of space aboard 


ithe Presidential entourage, but a/| 


;}union check of the White House 

| brought no confirmation of any of- 

| ficial restrictions. 

| As its stands now, present dead- 

lock means that reel coverage for 
(Continued on page 19) 


Fernandel, Carmichael 
Plan Canada-US. Tours 


En route to Canada, where he'll 
start a four-week concert tour in 
Montreal Friday (24), French film 
comic Fernandel arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Queen Elizabeth for his first visit 
to America. The actor is expected 
ito make some 38 performances in 
| Canada under the direction of 
| American-Canadian Concerts & 
| Artists. Following his swing north- 
| of-the-border he may do a “one- 
man” show, probably at the Am- 
bassador, N. Y., in late October. 
His most recent film is Rene 
Pagnol’s ‘‘Cabassou.”’ 

Also mapping an American 
vaude tour is Hoagy Carmichael, 
another arrival on the Elizabeth. 
The songwriter-actor just complet- 
ed a two-month p.a. junket in Bri- 
tain where he scored heavily at 
all his dates. Other incoming 
passengers included Spanish dan- 
cer Jose Torres, who debuts at the 
Metropolitan Opera House Oct. 1 
with the Ballet Russe de Monte 
| Carlo; actor Jack Buchanan, con- 











cert star Maggie Teyte and British | 


circuit operator Southan Morris. 











New Phone Number 

VARIETY’S new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700. 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phone 
number applies until Oct. 3. 





ABA CM Ce ne me nn OA A AO 


Tee 
Glickman Picks Army, Yale, 


El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. | 
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$4444444400¢¢0¢¢ By MARTY GLICKMAN -++++++++++4444 
(Sports Director of WMGM, N. Y.) 
AST 
NO. 
GAMES SELECTION POINTS 
| Ps. © 7” ‘ 6 
| *Villanova-Army me a a 
Two of the very best teams in the Eas ae ‘. - 


| Brown-Yale = 2*3 
Hickman has last year's fine backs. - 
Wake Forest-Boston College (nite, 24) B. C. 
B. C. is coming back to its prewar strength. 
Rutgers-Columbia ‘ Rutgers Te a 
; Rutgers has same team which lost only once [ast yeal 0 


~ 
‘ 


Columbia. 


; 30 
NYU-Cornell Cornell 
NYU out of its class. 
Fordham-Lafayeite . Naas Lafayette 13 
The Ram is still tethered. 
a Holy Cress 14 


Georgetown-Holy Cross . 
Holy Cross has speed and heft. 
the Bears, will make ‘em click. 


Bill Osmanski, fresh from 


California-Navy ots California 14 
The Bears are the bright hope of the west coast. a 


SMU SMU 

SMU-Pitt aa s 7 

The Mustangs with Doak Walker are champions of the south- 
west. Pitt will be a pushover. 


| Alabama-Tulane ; e Alabama sale As 
Gilmer’s gone but the Red Elephants av still big nae. 
| Tulsa-Baylor (nite) is P ° . ae 
Baylor’s line is big and strong. Tulsa too many question 


marks. * 

Duke-No. Car. State ...... Duke op a ” 
Wallace Wade was building last season. He's almost ready 
this year. 


Mississippi 20 
With Chuck Conerly now with the Giants, Ole Miss w on’t be as 
good as last year, but plenty good enough for Florida. 

Georgia Tech-Vanderbilt . ; Ga. Tech 13 
Tech is one of the great teams of the country. 

Tennessee 7 


The big game of the south. State still has Shorty McWilliams, 
a veteran backfield, but the line is below par. 

ah ; No. Carolina 7 
Charley Justice is better than ever, and more versatile. Teugh- 
est pick of the week. 


pe | ree err ; ..TCU 1 . 
TCU has already beaten a stronger club than the Aggies in 
Kansas. 

MIDWEST ; 

Indiana-Wisconsin Wisconsin 7 


Stuhidreher has a neat mixture of upper-classmen and the 
best group of sophomores in the Big Nine. 

Kansas State-Illinois Illinois 28 
The Illini still one of the Big Nine powers. 

| Marquette-lowa . Towa 14 


Iowa still coming under Eddie Anderson. 


Iowa State-Nebraska Nebraska 30 
Just a warmup. 
Michigan-Michigan State Michigan 14 


The Wolverines were three deep last year. So now they're 


only two deep. 


| Missouri-Ohio State ...... che if Missouri 14 
Old Mizzou one of the nation’s best. 
Purdue-Notre Dame .......... Notre Dame 7 


How can you pick against the Irish, though Purdue very good. 
FAR WEST 
Oregon-Stanford ............. Oregon 14 
This may be a mighty big year for Oregon. Look fer a back 
named Norm Van Brocklin. 


Oregon State-Southern Cal. (nite, 24) .......... USC 7 
State lost too much from last year. 

St. Mary’s-San Francisco (26) ......... St. Mary’s 6 
Both teams under par. ° 
Northwestern-UCLA ................ Northwestern 7 

The Big Nine is better than the Pacific Coast Conference. 


Minnesota-Washington ......... .. Minnesota 14 
Same as above, only much more so. 





PROFESSIONAL 





| 


- NATIONAL LEAGUE 


| Giants-Boston (nite, 23) Giants 14 
Giants on the way back. 
Bears-Green Bay Packers 14 





| 


| 





The Bears’ great rookies are still a year away. The great 
veterans, Luckman, McAfee and Turner, a year over the hill. 

Eagles-Cards ne oe Cards 7 
The NFL 1947 championship all game over again. This is 
Trippi’s year. 

Detroit Lions-L. A. Rams (nite, 22)... . Rams 14 
The Lions have a new coach, Bo McMillan. Wait till they 
get acquainted. 

Steelers-Redskins Pecied ..... Redskins 21 
Pittsburgh doesn’t have it with Jock Sutherland gone. 








(ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE) 


Brooklyn-Baltimore . af Baltimore 21 
Y. A. Tittle is a sensation. Bklyn is improved but not enough. 
San Francisco-Buffalo Frisco 14 


Frisco is the most improved team in the league. 

Chicago Rockets-Browns Browns 21 
Rockets under McKeever are moving fast, but not quite well 
enough for the Browns. 

THE RECORD 
Wins, 12; Lesses, 0; Ties, 0; Pet., 1,000 





* Visiting team mentioned first. 
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}~-~ OPENING NIGHTS 
i, EVERY DAY 


u 


Picture a capacity, opening night audience in every 
legitimate theatre in New York. The Journal-American 
circulation on a single day, covering 700,000 families, 
can fill every seat in each of these houses 50 times over. 





Journalages'sAmerican 





—\ Daily over 700,000 — Sunday. over 1,250,000 
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Big 5 Lists Theatres for Divestiture ‘PRELIM TALKS 
As Prelude to Settling Gov't Suit 


After months of preparation, the + 


Big Five have compiled and com- 
pleted separate lists of theatres 


which they are ready to surrender | 


as a price for settlement of the 
Government’s anti-trust action. The 
lists set forth a house-by-house de- 
scription of the holdings to be put 
on the block if a peace pact Is 
signed with the Dept. of Justice. 
They will be presented to U. S. At- 
torney General Tom Clark within 
the next few days. - 

Understood that no end of grief 
was a by-product of getting the 
theatres committed to paper. A 
cry is now being raised, for in- 
stance, that one major, a staunch 
campaigner for a consent decree, 
has been “trying to ride the coat- 
tails of the other defendants into 
an easy (for it) settlement.” 

That claim is being voiced by 
legalites for other-companies who 
assert that this outfit has been more 
than chary in listing the theatres 
it would give up. 

Submission of the lists is expect- 
ed to give negotiations their first 


real sendoff. Until the present, 
Government attorneys were con- 
vinced that the five companies 


could not get together and agree 
on what they were ready to con- 
cede. With the majors talking tur- 
key, it will now be up to the D of J 
to show how serious it is in its re- 
cent professions of a willingness to 
discuss a compromise. 

As to the contents of the lists 


themselves, there are conflicting re- | 


ports. Indications are, however, 
that all closed situations are cov- 
ered by the sale of at least some 
houses in each such sector. Addi- 
tionally, lists are believed to in- 
clude all theatres in towns which 
have less than a given population 
figure. 
ingness by the majors to embark 
on an extensive showcase policy 
instead of the current setup which 
ranges through all types of situa- 
tions. 


While divestiture 


the partial 


It means, in effect, a will- 





Giveaways Back in K.C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 21. 
Giveaways are back here, Com- 
monwealth circuit offering a free 
hat to women who buy a ticket 
Thursday or Friday. City Mana- 
ger Eddie Mansfield made tieup 
Promo-ta-sale, merchandiser’ of 
bankrupt stocks. 
Stunt upped 


biz noticeably, 


bringing some ticket buyers who' 


went only for hat coupon and did 
|not stay for the show. 


Average Adult 
Pic Price: 50!5c 


Bexoffice prices at the nation’s 





‘film theatres held their own during | 


the six months from March to Au- 
gust, despite the rampant inflation 
ithat took hold of the country’s 
|}economy during that time. 


According to a survey just com- 
| pleted by Audience Research, Inc., 
| the average adult evening price 
| currently is 50.5c. Comparable fig- 


ure in March was 50.4c. (Figures 


Preliminary soundings of Para- 
mount’s theatre partners on their 
attitude towards purchasing Par’s 
interest in their theatres, should 
the Federal court so order it as 
an anti-trust measure, finds the 
company’s pards none too happy 
over the prospect. Their main 
gripe is that they are too old and 
well-fixed financially to venture 
|into uncertain investments. 


The partners have been de- 
scending on the homeoffice in 
droves in the past few weeks. 
| Their hegira stems mainly from 
Par’s efforts to prepare for the 
Government anti-trust action which 
| goes to bat Oct. 13, or a few days 
| thereafter, in the U. S. statutory 
| court. Among those who have been 
|on hand to huddle with Paramount 
attorneys are Myron Blank, exec 
of the Biank circuit; Frank Rogers, 
prez of Florida State theatres; and 
Julius Gordon, Jefferson circuit 
topper. 

At the same time, attorney for 
Par “has been confabbing with 
Robert Wilby, head of the Wilby- 
Kincey circuit in Atlanta. These 
Paramourt co-venturers and others 
have been sounded out from time- 
| to-time on their attitude when and 
if the day to buy comes along. 

Most of the Paramount partners 

(Continued on page 19) 
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PAR PARDS COOL TO BUYOUTS 
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Grinieff Says He Also Represents 
— Lichtman and Agnew in Rep Dicker 


ON DIVORCEMENT 





} 








Stake Runyon Claim 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Marshall Grant Pictures warned 


other producers that filmization of | formed 


Damon Runyon’s life by any other 
company, would bring a law suit. 
Several companies are hot after 


“The Damon Runyon Story,” by 
Ed Weiner. 
Grant said his outfit has all 


rights to late columnist’s life story 
from his estate. Producer has 
Damon Runyon, Jr., whipping up 
script. 


Col, Like U, Seeks 
Big Tax Refund 





* 


Herbert J. Yates, Republic prexy, 
met in New York last week with 


| Jacques Grinieff on continued ef- 


forts by the international film 
financier fo buy Yates’ controlling 
interest in Republic. Grinieff in- 
the Rep topper that in- 
cluded in the syndicate of film men 
he represented in the attempted 
purchase are Al Lichtman and 
Neil Agnew. 

Lichtman resigned two weeks 
ago as v.p. and production exec at 
Metro and had previously been 
prexy of United Artists. Agnew, 
now in Paris, recently resigned as 
president of the Selznick Releasing 
Organization. He was formerly 
Paramount’s distribution topper. 

Yates again informed Grinieff 
that he had no interest in selling 
his holdings in Republic. Pushed 
by Grinieff, he said he’d part with 
his stock only at price which would 
be “ridiculous and which wou’d be 
out of your mind to pay me.” 


Columbia has joined Universal | Figure set by Yates was $4,000,000. 
in an attempt to win back from the | k al fot : 
Government a substantial part of |PUblic, Grinieff is said to have 
jthe millions paid to the Bureau of | 
'Internal Revenue in excess profits. | 
‘Claim for a debate being pressed | 


by Columbia is similar to that of U 
and is made under section 722 of 
| the Income Tax laws. 


While U is seeking more than | 


'$7,000,000 through adjudication of 


MAY 19, 1873—SEPT. 22, 1933 


| 


‘are gross admissions, including 
| Federal, state and local taxes.) 


‘US. ENVOY TO ARG. 


would be the piece-de-resistance of | Survey attempted to hit a true | GLOOMY ON PIX STATUS 


any deal, understood majors are 
offering added provisos for a con- 
sent decree. One important fea- 
ture would be an arbitration system 
which would permit an exhib to 
challenge runs as well as clear- 
ances. Only clearances were cov- 
ered in the system initiated with 
the first consent decree. 


Rank’s ‘No Set’ Process 





Termed Revolutionary 


London, Sept. 21. 
J. Arthur Rank is reported work- 


ing on a new process of filmmak- | 
ing that will revolutionize produc- | 


tion costs, if it proves successful. 
Whole idea is very hush-hush and 
there has been no publicity given 
to it. Dubbed by Rank technicians 


“independent frame photography,” | 


it eliminates the use of sets. 
Initial film to be made with the 
new process is just about com- 
pleted and reportedly may be re- 
leased without any indication of 
the revolutionary process, in order 
to more accurately judge public 
and critical reaction. As far as 
can be learned, the idea entails 
using photographed backgrounds 
with only enough set integrated 


into. the immediate foreground to | 


provide space for the players to 
move about. 


RKO Halts Story Buying, 
To Draw From Stockpile 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 





Agencies handling story mate-| 


rial were notified by RKO that it 
is no longer in the market for 
literature. Howard Hughes and 
his three top executives, Bicknell 
Lockhart, C. J. Tevlin and Sid 
Rogell, decided that the studio has 
enough yarns stockpiled. 

RKO’s 10 contract producers 


were ordered to dig their material | 


from the 400 unfilmed properties 
Currently resting on the studio 
Shelves. Additionally available are 


Copyrights on 1,250 tales which 
have been produced. 


| cross-section of the country, cov- 
| ering all market areas, towns and 
cities of all sizes and all types of 
theatres — first runs, as well as 
nabes and drive-ins. 


Prices rose slightly in the east, 
from 52.8c in March to 54.1e in 
August, but this hike was more 
than offset by a dip in western 
states, where admishes fell from 
57.7¢c to 55.3c. Prices also rose 34¢ 
in large cities, from 59.1c to 59.8c, 
but fell in small towns, from 44.7c 





' population, as revealed by the ARI 
| survey, follows: 


CITIES AU- MARCH 

GUST 
| Under 10,000.......44.le 44.7¢ 
| 10,000 to 100,000....49.8¢e 50.9¢ 
| 100,000 to 500,000. .54.9¢e 53.7¢ 
| Over SUG00C......4. 59.8c 59.1e 


Survey covered approximately 


150 cities. Bureau of Labor Statis- | 


‘tics’ survey conducted from March 
,to June showed an admission price 
drop in the same cities. 


Mary Pickford Returns 
Suddenly From Europe 


Mary Pickford, who returned 
suddenly to New York from 
Europe two weeks ago, will remain 





‘east another week or so .awaiting | 


arrival of her husband, Buddy 
‘Rogers. He is now in Munich. 
They plan to fly back to the Coast 
‘together in Rogers’ plane. 

Miss Pickford refused to disclose 
this week the nature of the busi- 
ness which cut short her European 
trip and brought her back with 
such dispatch that even her veter- 
an secretary. Bess Lewis, was left 
behind. Miss Lewis arrives in New 
York today (Wednesday). Their 
European trip started June 15. 

Partner with Charles Chaplin in 
ownership of United Artists, Miss 
Pickford commented: “I am happy 
to return to the United States and 
find UA in such fine shape with a 
\full supply of product.” 


to 44.1c. Breakdown according to | 


| Session was held by industry 
|execs in New York last week with 
| James Bruce, U. S. Ambassador to 

Argentina. Bruce held out little 
|hope of easing the current situ- 
'ation in Buenos Aires, which has 
' resulted in a freeze on remittances 
| of coin to American film companies. 
| Diplomat was generally pessi- 
|mistic on the prospects for the 
| U.S. film industry while the present 
| Peron regime remains in power. 





supported. 


After many months’ work on U’s 
records which ended several weeks 
ago, attention of the Treasury 
Dept. has shifted to Columbia. At 
least one man who worked on 
audits of U’s books is now inspect- 
ing those of Columbia. 

In both instances, request for re- 





(Continued on page 20) 





a 


_ National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Turns Spotty — ‘Rachel,’ ‘Ruth,’ ‘Sam,’ ‘Irish,’ 
‘Roots,’ ‘Rope,’ ‘Liner,’ ‘A. & C.’ Pace Field 


Return of hot weather along 
with end of summer vacation for 
school kids is being felt this week 
at film theatre wickets. Fact that 
so much new product is 
launched to start fall season is 
helping several keys. But there is 
so much new fare business is 
widely divided. 

Spotting of “Rachel and Strang- 
'er’ (RKO) in some seven key 

covered by VARIETY this 


cities 
week to test the public’s attitude 
towards Robert Mitchum, one of 
stars of film, proved smart show- 
manship. Both the public and 
crix went for the picture, with re- 
turns so big il is zooming to No. 
1 position nationwide. It is a 
leader in Providence, one of besi 
bets in Boston. socko in Omaha, 
N. Y., Cincinnati, and Denver. 
Film is getting holdover dates in 
nearly every key. 

A strong second is “Babe Ruth 
Story’”’ (Mono), perhaps reflecting 
intense interest in major league 
pennant races. “Good Sam” (RKO) 
slipped from second to third. 
“Luck of Irish” (20th), inclined to 
be spotty, showed enough to cop 
fourth. “Tap Roots” (U) finished 
fifth while “Rope” (WB) pushed 
up to sixth. This is first week 
it has been around outside of 
iw. 


| 
| Others in the Big 12 finished 


being | 


Liner” 
(U), 


in this 
(M-G), 


order: ‘Luxury 
‘Meet Frankenstein” 


! 


bates are based on the assertion | 


| 
} 


tax claims, amount being sought by | 
Columbia has not been disclosed. | will be gradual, Curtis said, with 
U. S. revenuers are currently going | the entire changeover completed 
through Columbia’s books to deter- | within two-to-three years. He dis- 
mine whether the claim can be! closed that EK is now drafting 





“Two Guys Texas” (WB), “Bland- | 


ings Dream House” 
fall” (UA) and “Larceny” 


(SRO), “Pit- | 
(U). 


Best runner-up films are “Beyond | 


Glory” (Par), “Canon City” 
and “Foreign Affair’ (Par), 
“So This Is New York” 


and “Loves of Carmen” (Col) 


(EL) | 


(UA) | 


shape as most promising new en- | 


session. 
(U), also 


tries on showings this 
“One Touch of Venus” 


new, is fancy on second Philly 
round. “Walk Crooked. Mile” | 
(Col),.mild in Chieago, will do }| 


great in San Francisco. 

“Northwest Stampede” (EL) is 
doing nicely in Boston and De- 
troit. ‘Hamlet” (U) is holding 
near opening week pace in Bos- 
ton although in fifth stanza. “Ol- 
iver Twist” (EL) shapes big in 
Toronto on initial holdover week 
after terrific opening round. 
“Moonrise” (Rep) is okay in L. A. 
and Seattle. ’ 

“Forever Amber” (20th) is 
disappointing the second time 
around, but -looks sturdy in St. 
Louis. ‘Life With Father” (WB), 
also now on pop scale, is fine in 
Minneapolis and Toronto but very 
mild in N. Y,,. 
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If unable to make a deal for Re- 


(Continued on page 20) 





Eastman’s New Non-Flam. 
Film Ready by 1949 


Industry changeover to non-in- 
flammable (acetate) film will get 
its first big start early next year 
when Eastman Kodak will be ready 
to market newly-perfected raw- 
stock on a limited basis for fea- 
tures, General Edward (Ted) P. 
Curtis, EK’s motion picture sales 
chief, said this week. Curtis is 
meeting today (Wed.) at a Hotel 
Astor (N. Y.) luncheon with indus- 
try homeoffice execs and Motion 
Picture Assn. of America officials 
in New York to explain technical 
aspects of the new film. 


Shift to acetate by the industry 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Minor Invitations Figure in Sudden | 
End of Goldwyn’s ‘Red River’ Deal 


Samuel Goldwyn and Monterey ¢ 
Productions. producers of United | 
Artists’ “Red River,” suddenly | 
called it quits at the end of last) 
week on the deal by which Gold- 
wyn's sales organization, headed 
by James A. Mulvey, would super- 
vise distribution of the film a 

Goldwyn office in New York had 
been actively making. okaying and 
rejecting deals on the Howard 


Hawks’ production for the past 
four weeks. On Friday (17), all the 
contracts and records were turned 
ever to Harry Kosiner, sales rep 
for indie producer Edward Small, 
who is a partner in Monterey 
Kosiner will supervise further 
gales 

Although there was agreement 
last July on the 3° --of-the-gross 


Goldwyn was to get for handling 
the film. disputes arose over other | 
details when it came to putting the 


contract on paper Mulvey had 
been pushing Small and Dan 
O'Shea. Selznick exec, who be- 


tween them control the major in- 
terest in “Red River,” to complete 
the pact. He had been operating 
merely on a verbal agreement. 
After about 10 weeks of confabs 
had failed to produce the written 
document, it was decided to call | 
the whole thing off. 

A number of lesser, although not 
controlling. factors are also under- 
stood to have been 
Goldwyn’'s readiness to drop the 
deal. One is the fact that his sales 
organization is currently busy with 
his own “Song Is Born” and will, 
have, Goldwyn hopes, another big 
grosser in release in December. 
That is “Enchantment.” 

Frixample 

There have already also been a 
few conflicts of interest between 
“Song” and “River,” with Mulvey | 
fn the tough position of arbiter. 
One of these was in relation to 
bookings of the Woods theatre in 
Chicago. It was finally decided 
that “Song” would go in first, but 
would come out by Dec. 21. to al- 
low “River” in as the Christmas 
attraction. Such incidents have not 
been serious, but embarrassing. 

Likewise, anxiety of UA and 
Monterey partners to liquidate 
“River” as quickly 
caused some irritations. 


Formula 





A Li’l Personal Trailer 


Insiders are getting a belt 
out of some of the lines in 
RKO’s current “Race Street.” 
In it, William Bendix is seen 
talking to George Raft about 
the Golden Gate theatre in 
San Francisco. “It's a great 
house.”’ the conversation runs, 
“one of the few vaude theatres 
left in the country. It has 
plaved some of the greatest 
vaudeville acts of all time and 
it has never had a losing 
week.” 

Both Nat Holt, who pro- 
duced the film, and Jack Gross, 
its exec producer, were at one 
time managers of the Golden 
Gate and then division mana- 
gers of the territory which in- 
cluded the house. 








involved in| Second 


as possible has | 


on which Mulvey operates—and is! 


backed by Goldwyn on_ his 
films—is to battle as long and hard 
as necessary with exhibs to win 
the terms he wants. This has meant 


own | 


Yanks Cop Four 


Venice Awards 


The complete list of winners in 
the Venice Film Festival, made 
available this week, discloses that 
U. S. producers copped four prizes, 
only to England's five. 
American prizes, however. 
distributed to four different films 
while J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet 
won three of Britain's five awards 
in various categories. 

Despite the fact that this was 
the most important international | 
film festival this year, “it was one 
of the worst organized since the 
war,” according to Rupert Allan, 
assistant Continental director for 
the Motion Picture Assn. -of 
ca who was present at the 
Allan backs the description of the 
Festival made by Elsa Maxwell in 
VARIETY last week (15) 

The organizing setup for the 
Festival was so scrambled. 
said, that important film person- 
alities such as Darrvl Zanuck. Or- 
son Weiltes and Anatole 
didn’t get seats for the 
on the iirst night. The projection 
was amateurish with constant 

‘Continued on page 20) 


screenings 





Johnston Back In 


’ selling away from the best ac- | 

* counts in some places or waiting | 

y the exhib out. UA, it is said, has 
sold “River” on excellent terms, 


but wasn't- always willing to wait 
for what Mulvey and his sales top- 
per. Arthur Sachson, felt was ex- 
actly right. 


MRS. GARFIELD KASS’ 
LUCKY 806 RECOVERY 


Mrs. 
Kass. 
theatre builder. 
worth of jewels 





Rose Kass, wife of Garfield 
wealthy D. C. realtor and 
recovered $80,000 
last week after 


| 
{ 


leaving the jewel case behind her | 


fn a New York taxicab. 

Mrs. Kass headed for her home 
in Washington, after spending sev- 
eral davs at the St. Regis, N. Y., 
drove to Pennsylvania depot, for- 
getting the jewel case as she head- 
ed for her train. On the train she 


noted that the case was missing, 
got off and phoned police. When 
she got back to the hotel with a 


ciiv detective, the case was there, 
recovered by a doorman. 





July Pix Divvy Off 


Washington, Sept. 21 
industry dividends slipped 
off sharply in July, the monthly 
melon amounting to $2,964,000 
compared to $4.511,000 in July, 
1947. For the three-month period 
of May, June and July, according 
to Department of Commerce fig- 
ures, motion. picture’ dividends 
were $10,386,000. During the same 
period in 1947 the total was $12.,- 
747.000 

The dive 


Film 


in dividends is contrary 


to the trend for business as a 
whole. 
The July drop in pix was due to 


the fact that both Warners and 
RKO slashed the rate. RKO paid 
only 15¢ per share, compared with 
the 30c of July, 1947. Warners cut 
trom 37!'2c¢ per share to 25c. 


Berlin from Moscow 


_ Paris, Sept. 21. 
Erie 
rive in Berlin today (Tuesday) from 
Moscow and rejoin Joyce O'Hara 
and other members of his staff here 
tomorrow. He returned to Berlin 
by air with General Walter Bedell 
Smith, U. S. Ambassador to the 
Soviet. 
Assn. of America prexy’s host dur- | 
ing his 10-day visit. 
MPAA topper is slated to make 
other visits to European capitals. 
some behind the Iron Curtain, and 


ireturn to New York about Oct. 10. 


Question Russian Film Sales 

Industry execs were generally 
dubious this week about Johnston's 
statement in Moscow that he had 


‘reached a tentative agreement with 


officials on 
films there. It 
that the Motion 
Assn., to which 
Russian territory, 
negotiation with 
more than a vear 

MPEA execs 


Soviet sale of US. 
was pointed out 
Picture’ Export 
is assigned the 
had been in 
the Soviet for 
without results. 
have stated they'd 
rather give films to Russia than 
sell them on the meager 
sale terms offered. 
cully is that the 
would completely 
their prints and 
prevent or check on duping or 
other misuse. A further problem 
has been to get Russian film execs 
to agree to buy pictures only from 
a selected list prepared by the in- 
dustry in consultation with State 
Dept. experts. 
Johnston, who talked 
eign Minister V. M. 
Minister of Foreign 
Mikoyan, as well 


Another diffi- 
U.S. companies 
lose control of 

have no way to 


with For- 
Molotov and 
Trade A. I. 
as film 


asserted he had made a tentative 
agreement, with details to be 
worked out later. 


General opinion in the industry 
here was that Johnston's visit was 
much more significant from his 
personal standpoint of having seen 
top Russe ofificials than as a film 
sules venture. 


| UK’s 


Ameri- } 
event. | 


Allan ji 


Litvak | 


Johnston was slated to ar- | 


who was the Motion Picture | 


outright | 


officials, ! 


Non-Politico Pix 


London, Sept. 21. 
House of Commons leader Her- 


gations that the government spon- 
| sored films to be used for national 
propaganda purposes, declared the 
pix are aimed toward assisting 
communities. 

Morrison stated that the govern- 
ment’s production program of sec- 
ond features is budgeted between 
/ $60,000 and $120,000. Regarding 
allegations that the films consti- 
tuted party political propaganda, 
he said that he would investigate 
such charges personally. 


SET $10,000,000 
INTERIM ANGLO 
FILM BR. 


Lonaon, Sept. 21. 
statement to the House of 
Commons today (Tues.) in behalf 
of Board of Trade prexy Harold 
| Wilson, the B. of T.’s Parliamen- 
tary secretary Jack Belcher re- 
vealed the formation of an interim 
company with capital of $10,000,000 
which will finance British film pro- 
duction. Funds from the interim 
organization became available to 
British distributors immediately 
| after Belcher’s announcement. It’s 
‘understood that British Lion is al- 
ready circularizing its stockholders 
seeking approval to borrow $8,000,- 








In a 


were ! 
SS! Originally a $20,000,600 govern- 


ment bank lean was proposed to 
| aid the industry. However, legisla- 
‘tion for this finance corporation is 


expected to be finalized some time , 


in October. Whole financing setup, 
| incidentally, was recently criticized 
| by Labor M. P. Tom O’Brien, who 
is general secretary of the National 
Assn. of Theatre and Kinemato- 
graph Employees. He opined the 
, government bank was an indication 
of the industry's poor shape, else 
' private financiers wouldn't hesitate 
to provide the coin. 

' Meanwhile, Nicholas Davenport, 
a prominent stockbroke 


,and playwright, has been named a 
director of the new film finance 
, company. Newly appointed 
member is also familiar to the in- 
jdustry as the individual who 
| financed Gabriel Pascal in 1938 
and was financial adviser to Sir 


| Ale xander Korda and Metro during 


lthe war. 

Other directors of the interim 
company as announced by Belcher 
are: J. H. Lawrie, chairman and 
managing director; S. J. Pears, 
| chartered accountant; C. H. Scott, 
| solicitor, and R. J. Stopford, former 
| financial counsellor to the British 
embassy in Washington. Until the 
company is formed a_ fortnight 
hence. Belcher says that the direc- 
tors will serve as acting members 
of the organizing committee. 





Memphis Censor K.0.’s 
| ‘Rope’ from Naval Base 


Memphis. Sept. 21. 
Warner Bros’. “The Rope,” 
scheduled for showing at the Mill- 
ington Naval Bise nearby Mem- 
| phis. was cancelled following a 


| ban on the pic in the city by chief 
'censor Llovd T. Binford. Binford 
earlier had stated that the film 


could not be shown to personne! 
at the naval base because Milling- 
ton was in Shelby county, under 
his jurisdiction. Naval Base the- 
/atre however, has been showing 
other films such as “The Outlaw” 
and “Duel In the Sun” despite the 
“Binfordized banneroo.” 

Capt. Clarence O. Taff 
manding officer, said he stopped 
the showing of the film without 
seeing it. He said, “If the censors 
come out with some statement as 
Mr. Binford did that they wouldn't 
want us to see the picture. we 
probably wouldn't show it.” Bin- 
ford, however, has no jurisdiction 
over the base since it is U. S. 
property. 


UA to Release Brit. Pic 
On ‘Plot to Kill FDR’ 
United Artists inked deal to re- 


lease “The Plot to Kill Roosevelt,” 
British film starring Eric Portman. 


com- 





Stephen Pallos produced under 
original title of “Teheran” and dis- 
tribution rights in the U.S. are 


owned by George J. Schaefer. 
Distribution was held up several 

months pending greenlight on new 

‘title from the Joe Breen office. 


bert Morrison, who has been under | 
fire by that body for denying alle- | 


‘While French Release $14,500,000, 


U.S. Filmers Tiff Over the Divvy-Up 





+ While the French government 
jand the American film industry 
|finally inked the pact last week 
\that will allow remittance of $14,- 
| 500,000 from France in the next 
‘four years, Major companies have 
| been in a fight over divvy of the take 
‘among themselves. Meeting of for- 
‘eign department toppers in New 
York last Thursday (16) worked out 
a temporary truce by agreeing to 


Meterage Tax 
Paris, Sept. 21. 
Hanging fire until a French 
cabinet was formed, the new 
Premier Henri Queuille gov- 
ernment has put into effect the 
new film meterage tax. While 
the law permitted the govern- 
ment to impose a levy of up 


to 1.200 francs per meter, the | Put in escrow one-sixteenth of the 
decreed tax amounts to 400 ;coin received from France until the 
francs per meter ‘about 30c a permanent formula, on which 

for French-dubbed pix, they've tentatively agreed, is fully 


foot) 
or about $300 for the average- 
length U. S. feature. 

A 50 francs per meter tax 
for French dubbed shorts and 
a 25 frances per meter for sub- 


worked out. 

Initial payment by the French of 
$609,551, representing 25° of the 
annual amount due on the debt be- 
fore the new agreement was 
worked out, was payable the day 


; -ersi ither fea- : 

ete age wearer plage been _ the current pact was signed. which 
tures ed a was last Friday (17). It hasn't been 
impose handed over by the French yet, but 














r, economist , 


/ gram, 


-ernment officials. 


|is expected within a couple weeks, 

when applications by the various 
companies have been processed. 

Battle over the division of the 

| receipts, which became academic 

9 iduring the long period France was 

AA M making no payments, suddenly 

Tele, S erger ‘came to life when the new agree- 

ment was signed. Fight dates back 

Delegation from the Screen Ac- {to the Blum- Byrnes accord, made 

tors Guild arrived east Monday |in 1946, under which France agreed 

(20) for confabs with affiliate |to make payments on which it later 


SAG Group East On 


union representatives on the sub- | defaulted. The new pact is a revi- 
ject of television jurisdiction and | sion of that deal. 
the proposed consolidation of the | Under the Blum-Byrnes accord, 


ithe French government made an 
allocation of dollars for remittance 


& Artistes of 
the group's 


Associated Actors 
America Length of 


stay and the extent of the talks to the American companies. It 
will’ depend on the film union’s made a ruling, however, which 
stand on the tele issue. amounted to saying that no com- 


pany could send out of France more 
money than it actually had cash in 
the bank as of July 1, 1947. 

Some U. S. distribs — 


SAG contingent includes William 
Holden, Walter Pidgeon, Leon 
Ames, Lee Bowman, George Chand- 


ler and attorney Laurence Beilin- Metro, 


, son. It appeared at the Actors | (Continued on page 20) 
Equity council meeting yesterday —__—_—_—_—_———- 

(Tues.) and was slated to hold a p 

long session last night with the Gerald Mayer Back In US 
4A’s board. 


Gerald Mayer, chief of the inter- 


If the picture union insists upon | national division of the Motion Pic- 


jurisdiction over filmed tele the | ture Assn. of America, returned to 
meetings with the other affiliate | the U. S. from Paris on the Queen 
spokesmen may be brief, but if | Elizabeth yesterday ‘Tuesday’. He 
SAG is willing to leave all video has been abroad since early June 
jurisdiction in the hands of the working on the revision of the 
4A’s television committee there | Blum-Byrnes film agreement be- 


will probably be extended discus- |tween the American and French 


sions to work out a satisfactory | governments. 

setup. The situation is seen by Maver’s duties have been han- 
some top 4A’s officials as essen- | died in his absence by John Me- 
tially boiling down to either juris- | Carthy, associate chief of the 
dictional war or continued peace-| MpPAA’s international division. 


ful cooperation. Mayer's stay in Paris has been an 

The matter of 4A’s consolidation | extension of a trip that was orig- 
remains largely academic with the | inally expected to last only three 
Coast group, as SAG has flatly re- | weeks. 


fused to go along with such a pro- 
though eiiasinee it for the 4 A. to N bd 
Leon Ames 


affiliates. 
Max Arnow 
Turhan Bey 
Lee Bowman 
Sam Briskin 
Emmett R. Callahan 
Frederick de Cordova 
Lester Cutler 
Bob Fender 
Clark Gable 





other 





British Eye French 


London, Sept. 21. - 

A. G. White, film expert of the 
Board of Trade, is negotiating an 
agreement in Paris, which is aimed | 
at bringing about increased British 
film imports in France plus relaxa- 


tion of the ban on British remit- W. C. Gehring 
vanece. Doris Gilbert 
White held preliminary talks Sheilah Graham 


with the British embassy in Paris 


J. R. Grainger 
prior to huddling with French goy- 


Van Heflin 

Donald A. Henderson 
Hugh Herbert 
Clarence Hill 
William Holden 
Celeste Holm 





Bm. ¥. to & A, 


Kirk Douglas 
Jimmy Durante Lem Jones 
Eddie Jackson | William Katzell 
Irving Lazar | Guy Kibbee 
Emile. Lustig | Norman Krasna 
Jimmie O'Neal Peter Levathes 
John Patrick | Russell Lewis 
Jack Roth | Marty Martyn 

| «&da Reis-Merin 


N. Y. to Europe Chester Morris | 
Putin Asenet | Martin Moskowitz 
Eugene Frenke a sa 
Leonide Kipnis aloes oo. : 
Edward R. Murrow pa Nelson 
Victor Saville re pg 3 , 
Sueuel Seide Marga rien 
oseph H. Seidelman Walter Pidgeon 

Mikhail Rasumny 


Europe to N. Y. 
Arthur S. Abeles 
Jack Buchanan 


Eugene Rodney 
Sigmund Romberg 
Sondra Rogers ° 


Hoagy Carmichael Irene Sharoff 
Benny Davis Murray Silverstone 
Fernande!] Red Skelton 

Nora Kave 


| Spvyros Skouras 
Jack La Rue 


Andy Smith, Jr. 
Gerald Mayer | Ezra E. Stern 
Mrs. Max Milder | Randy Stuart 
Southan Morris Harold Swisher 
Morris S. Novik | Al Vaughn 
Frances Rowe Cobina Wright 
Maggie Tevie | Herbert J. Yates 
Jose Torres i. 


Howard Young 


h°. 








——fit 
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Detroit Date for ‘Bishop’ Claimed 
An Immediate Benefit of SIMPP Suit 


Members of the Society of Inde- + 





pendent Motion Picture Producers, | 


who filed an_ anti-trust action 


against Detroit exhibitors a month | 


ago, claim 
beneficial results. Although they 
fully intend to push their charges 
through the courts, the indie film- 
makers say that the mere filing of 
the suit has helped 
some of the practices of 
they complained. 

Samuel Goldwyn was one of the 
first to feel an improvement. 


which 


already to be feeling | 


to alleviate | 


Pro- | 


ducer is of the opinion it was the | 


charges filed in Federal court that 


got his “Bishop’s Wife” into the 
houses of United Detroit Theatres 
last week. He holds ae under 


circumstances that 
vailed he might have had to wait 
at least siz. months for a playdate. 

Reason for the long wait would 


| 


formerly pre- | =& 


have been the fact, according to 
the Goldvyn sales organization, | 


that they had failed to make a 
deal with Cooperative Theatres of 
Michigan, being unwilling to ac- 
cept the terms offered. As cited in 
the complaint in the anti-trust suif, 
Co-op of Michigan and UDT won't 
book a picture until both circuits 
have made a deal for it, although 
they are, in some situations, com- 
petitors. 

In other words, according to the 
complaint, UDT may make:a deal 
with a distrib for a particular pft- 
ture. but will delay giving it a 
playdate until Michigan Co-op like- 
wise makes a deal. The plan also 
works in reverse, Co-op not giving 
a playdate to a picture until UDT 


makes a deal, the court charges 
state. 
Thus. being unable to come to 


terms with Co-op, which buys and 
books for more than a hundred 
keys and nabes, Goldwyn was not 
expecting to get a playdate from 
UDT, which operates firstruns and 
keys in Detroit. Goldwyn sales 
execs, much surprised by the quick 
booking, figured the suit as the 
logical explanation for it. 

In the past, the only time play- 
dates were given pictures when 
both circuits had not made a deal, 
it is claimed, was when each side 
had bought a film on which the 


(Continued on page 16) 


Larry Parks’ New Col 


Deal Permits Own Pix 
And Legit Production 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Long-expected deal between 
Larry Parks and Columbia, under 
which the actor will star in “Jol- 
son -Sings Again,” calls for one 
picture a year with Parks permit- 
ted to engage in indie film and 
legit activity during his spare 
time. Agreement, reached over 
last weekend, also gives Parks 
back pay for his 18-month layoff 





which began when he filed suit 
against Col to break his old con- 
tract. 

New five-year Columbia pact, 


negotiated by Lou Mandel. the 
actor's manager, also permits the 
actor to take a year’s leave of ab- 
sence in the event he wants to 
do a stage play. The pact, how- 
ever, will be extended if Parks 
utilizes the leave clause. 

Parks and Mandel are 
their own Louis Mandel 
tions, which will go into action 
after “Jolson Sings Again,” which 
rolls Oct. 19. New firm will pro- 
duce plays which later will be 
filmed independently. Parks, and 
his wife, Betty Garrett, under 
contract to Metro, will appear in 
both legit and film versions of the 


forming 
Produc- 


Mandel Productions. Her pact 
with Metro also permits outside 
activitity. 

One of the first plays being 
considered is “A Free Hand.” Nor- 
man Panama-Melvin Frank legit- 


er which tried out at Guy Palmer- 


ton’s Fiichburgh, Mass.. strawhat- 
ter this summer with Parks 
Starred Understood piay needs 


revisions before hitting Broadway 
and may be tried out on the Coast 
under the Mandel banner. 


A Jingle That Jangles 


Pafis, Sept. 21. 

Some of the boys here with 
the Economic Cooperation Ad- 
ministration have whipped up 
an ECA takeoff on the famous 
Pepsi-Cola jingle. Specifically 
the verse was authored by a 
network correspondent in Eu- 
ropean capitals who’s now con- 
centrating on radio for ECA. It 
goes: 

“Marshall Plan hits the 
spot; five million dollars, that’s 
a lot; twice as~much as the 
Russians, too; Marshall Plan 
is the Plan for You!” 








Majors Caution 


Theatres ASCAP 


May Still Collect 


Recent efforts to bury the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Au- 
thors & Publishers—at least in the 
theatre end of show business—as 
result of adverse court rulings are 
now being regarded by insiders as 
premature and over-hasty. Film 
legalites think that there has been 
entirely too much jumping at con- 
clusions. Word is going out to a 


flock of exhibs to avoid open de- | 
fiance of licensing agreements for | 
is a final de- | 


seat taxes until there 
cision by appeals courts. 


* These attorneys are telling the- | 


atremen that no license is divested 
until a decree is entered. That step 
has yet to be taken in any of the 
suits now pending against ASCAP. 
Should an upset occur later in 
lower court rulings, every exhib 
who plays ASCAP music without a 
license would be subject to heavy 
damages in copyright infringement 
actions. 


With the caution sign being 
raised, movement is now on foot 
lto devise some way of avoiding 


later infringement actions without 
'directly paying ASCAP license 
ifees as they fall due. It is ex- 
pected that some exhib groups will 
advise their members to set up spe- 
cial accounts in which ASCAP fees 
would be paid in escrow pending 
final court decision. In this way, 
neither the Society nor exhibs 
‘would hold the coin but a speedy 
payoff in ¢ither direction could be 
made when litigation winds up. 


While there has been plenty of | 


circuits refusing to} 
following the court | 


publicity on 
pay ASCAP 
rulings, most of 
said, are still forking over 

(Continued on page 19) 


seat 





Universal Newsreels 


the affiliates, it’ s | 


HUGE BAGKLOC 
ENABLED KE DG 


Forsthe first time since signing 
of the industry consent decree in 
1940 ended block booking, distribs 
are again moving toward laying out 
of release schedules’ far in ad- 
vance. Universal and Republic 
during the past week announced 
that they are setting their slates 
for six months ahead, while 20th- 
Fox at its recent Hollywood sales 
conclave unwrapped plans to of- 
fer availability dates as far as a 
year in advance. 

Move, which is expected to be 
followed by other companies, is the 
result of a king-size backleg of 
product. While it in no way indi- 
cates a return to block booking, it 
is advantageous in permitting ex- 
hibs to get programs set well in 
advance and use the time for per- 
fection of exploitation and adver- 
tising campaigns. 

U will be enabled to set its 
schedule so far ahead as a result of 
the backlog of 14 films completed 


and unreleased, as disclosed by 
prexy Nate Blumberg, Monday 
(20). Blumberg revealed that the 


company will release 24 to 26 films 
during the coming year and has 
set up a production schedule, when 
it reopens its studio Oct. 4, which 
will give it 30 pix from Nov. .-1, 
1948, to Jan. 1, 1950. 
Announcement of the releasing 
schedule six months in advance 
was made by U v.p. and general 
salesmanager William A. Scully. 
It is tied in with the company’s 
plans for a sales drive which starts 
; with a regional meeting in New 
York, Friday (24). Other sessions 
(Continued on page 16) 


Majors Continue 
Own Stock Buys 


Major flm companies continued 
a postwar fiscal policy during the 
month of August of reducing out- 
standing stock issues. Paramount, 
leader in that trend, picked up 
another respectable block of com- 
mon stock in the open market to 
raise the total of shares in its 
treasury to 633,333. Twentieth-Fox 
maintained its pace in slicing pre- 
ferred stock issues. Company ac- 
quired an added 2,200 shares of 
$1.50 convertible preferred and 
400 shares of $4.50 prior preferred. 

Universal also bought in another 
20 shares of its limited 414° % cu- 
mulative preferred issue and now 
holds 1,270 shares in its treasury 
for ultimate retirement. Converti- 
ble preferred held by 20th totals 
14.700 shares and 3,100 shares of 
prior preferred. 
| Paramount’s common stock ac- 
quisitions for August amounted to 
22.200 shares. Its stock-buying is 
aimed at a shrinkage of capital 
| structure to meet possible divorce- 
ment in the Government's § anti- 








Into TV Show, Ist Time st ection. 


New 15-minute television show, 
incorporating Universal newsreel 


footage for the first time in any 
TV package, is currently being | 
readied by World Video, indie 


Titled “Here's the Story, 
feature author-lec- 


outfit. 


the show will 


turer Quentin Reynolds as nar- 
rator. 
Fach week the program is to 


the problems in 
inflation, the} 


present one of 
the news, such as 
Berlin situation, ete. They'll be | 
selected by Elmo Roper. Rey-| 
nolds is to interview various au- 
thorities on each issue. as well as 
the “average man.” Viewers will 
also be invited to submit ques- 
tions for direct answer by 
nolds or his guest, with the ques- 
tioners to appear on the show 
whenever possible. Program will 
also incorporate a special pitch to 
women who, according to WV 
spokesmen, have been bypassed 
until now by most news commen- 
tators 


Rey- | 





| ‘Atlanta Cinema Closed 


| Atlanta, Sept. 21. 


staged near riot when Hapeville 
land Fulton county police raided | 
| ond closed Hangar theatre at direc- 
{tion of city officials for showing | 
| “sub-standard and obsence films.” 
| Triple bill of “Rama,” “Strange 
| People” and “This Nude World” 
was being showed at time of raid. | 
Trouble started when ducat buyers 
began to howl for return of their 


Fax Gore was arrested and| 
R. Reeves. city attorney of Hape- | 
ville, small municipality that ad- 
joins Atlanta, said he would be| 
{charged with disorderly conduct 
'and showing pictures without a 
permit. 

Reeves said Gore had _ been 
|} warned against showing the films 


which had been disapproved for ex- 

| hibition here. Hangar theatre 
|}located near Atlanta’s Municipal 
\ Airport. 


On Obscene Pix Charge. 


3 SET RELEASES FOR 6-12 MONTHS | 








|ment of this kind, 
|is now 
| Tears” for 





About 500 disgruntled customers | 


| 


' 


| of Scio, O., 


| 


| 


EL Now at Break-Even Point, Would 
Welcome e $3, 004,000 Working Capital 





Tipping Metro’s Hand? 
* Tipoff that Metro might be 
planning to enter the televi- 
sion industry in some way was 


inadvertently given by Metro 
sales veepee William F. Rod- 
gers yesterday (Tues.). Intro- 


ducing the first six trainees 
for the company’s exec train- 
ing course to the tradepress, 
Rodgers declared they’d be 
thoroughly trained in _ all 
Loew’s’ functions, including 
“MGM _ Records, _ television, 
etc.” 

Questioned on exactly what 
the tele department is to do, 
Rodgers declared he’d made a 
mistake. He had meant to say, 
he claimed, the radio depart- 
ment. which would include 
WMGM, the company’s AM 
station in N. Y. To date, 
Metro is the only company 
among the Big 5 which hasn't 
gone in for some aspect of tele. 








Rep to Keep Em 
Down to $250,000 


On an Average 


Republic will stick to films in the | 
future with top budgets of $200,000 | 
to $250,000, except for an ocea- 
sional big western on which the | 
negative cost may expand to about | 
$1,000,000. This was one of the 
points of major policy determined 
last week in a series of sessions 
held by Rep prexy Herbert J. 
Yates with members of the board 
of directors in New York. 

General review of the company’s 
affairs provided the © principal 
agenda for the meetings, which 
were held partially as result of 
determination by the board to take 
a greater interest in operation. This 
is particularly true of members 
Harry C. Mills, representing the 
Brulatour Estate, largest  stock- 
holder after Yates, and Edwin Van 
Pelt, v.p. of the Chemical Bank, 
which handles Rep’s financing. 

In a general streamlining of the 
company’s affairs to push up in- 
come and reduce costs, 
determined that Yates should make 
further deals for rental of studio 
space to indie producers. Although 


Rep will be open to accepting deals | 
for release of such films- made on | 


its lot, that will not be a factor in 
renting space. In the first arrange- 
Hunt Stromberg 
“Too Late for 
United Artists release. 


making 





2 More Documentaries 
For Metro Production 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Metro's documentary production | 


started moving ahead with pur- 
chase of two more properties, mak- 
ing four since Dore Schary moved 
in as production exec. One, 
‘Bread Upon Waters,” an original 
by Jules Furthman, will star Spen- 
cer Tracy. M-G paid $30,000 for 
property, based on Life mag spread 
townspeople who 
pitched in to help rebuild pottery- 
making town that burned down. 
Second is “The Black Hand,” 

| dealing with Manhattan’s Mafia of 
| the early 20s. Earlier purchases 
were “Intruders in the Dust,” 
from a William Faulkner novel, 


“Lost Boundaries.” “Intruders in 
i the Dust” will be first to roll under 
|Schary regime, with Clarence 
| Brown producing. 





SHEAFFER’S U STOCK SALE 
Washington, Sept. 21. 

Daniel M. Sheaffer, director of 

Universal, has unloaded a_ block 

of 2,940 shares of that company’s 


is, common stock. 


Sheaffer now has left in his cof- 


ifers 2.367 shares of U common. 


~¢ Film 


it was also | 


industry’s moneymen are 
converging on Eagle Lion in an 
effort to buy into Pathe Industries, 
| EL’s parent org. Decision by Rob- 
jert R. Young, Pathe’s controlling 
| Stockholder, to part with a chunk 
of the company’s stock if the right 
offer is made, along with the feel- 
}ing that EL is ready to come into 
ithe clear on profits has whipped 
| up the sudden surge of interest. 
| EL is not shopping for takers 
| but will listen to any proposition 
| Which would bring it an added 
| $5. 000,000 or so of working capi- 
tal. With production costs now un- 
der control, company is currently 
|grossing $2F0,000 weekly § and 
|stands to do $15,000,000 business 
lin 1948. The $250,000 weekly .in- 
|take is just enough to put the 
company at a break-even point. 

One of the bankrolling feelers 
comes from Floyd B. Odlum, head 
‘a of Atlas Corp., and his co-venturer 
N. Peter Rathvon, former prez of 
RKO. Odlum and Rathvon have 
broached the subject te Young, 
| but no tangible proposition has 
been made yet. Young merely sig- 
nified that he will listen to terms 
and that an interest in the com- 
pany is available at the right price. 
| Reportedly, another pix financier 
| looking into the situation is Sam 
| Briskin, partner in Liberty Films 
before Paramount absorbed 
outfit. 

Understood other industryites 
have been sounding out both 
Young and his aides. One other 
| kind of deal being mulled would 
| be a loan of cash to Pathe with 
| the right to convert the advance 
into acquisition of stock. 

$15,000,000 Film Backlog 

{ Launched in October, 1946, EL 
now has a $15,000,000 film back- 
log. Company has recently im- 
proved its position substantially 
and has reduced its endorsements 
on loans to indie producers from 
an $8,000,000 high to a present 
$5,000,000. 

| Young would prefer an offer 
from a top producer with plenty 
| of prod::ct of his own. If that sort 
of proposition comes along, the 
chances are that he would exact 








easier terms. 

One of the chief reasons for 
EL’s ‘current flirtation with the 
moneymen is a desire to have 


_enough cash to hold a bigger piece 
in indie pix which it distributes. 
Hence, if ‘t can close with a film- 
maker who already has product 
the same result would follow as an 
| outright cash proposition. 


Rodgers Sees M-G’s Exec 
Training Course as Hypo 
To Better Pub. Relations 


Metro's new executive training 
course, which was launched last 
week at the homeoffice, is part of 
a plan to better industry public re- 
lations, M-G sales veepee William 
F. Rodgers explained at a trade- 
press luncheon yesterday (Tues.) 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

While the six men brought in 
from the field will concentrate 
primarily on studying all fune- 
tions of Loew’s, Inc., and its vari- 
ous subsidiaries during their four- 
week training course, they're also 
taking a public speaking course 
at the Dale Carnegie Institute, 
N. Y. That, Rodgers pointed out, 
will better equip them to carry 
the story of the whys and where- 
fores of Loew’s functions both to 
exhibitors and the public at large. 

First six trainees are to be fol- 
lowed by others, Rodgers said. add- 
ing that “any man who indicates 
the slightest qualifications for 
progress within the company will 
be brought in for thé course.” 
Vith the industry currently going 
through what he termed a “transi- 
tion period,” he declared that this 





is the ideal time to initiate such a 
program. 

Trainees are Michael Ford, from 
Chicago; Philip Gravitz, New 


Haven; H. Russell Gaus, Oklahoma 
City; Louis Marks, Cleveland: An- 
sley B. Padgett, Atlanta, and Louis 
iJ. Weber, Dallas. 


that, 
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© Wi wT AC UR AOLLUN 


With the most important national convenion 
in its history completed ... the entire per- 


sonnel of the company that leads the 







entire industry**is ready to do 


the most important job 





in its history! I 
UNFAITHFULLY 
YOURS 


REX HARRISON «+ LINDA DARNELL 
RUDY VALLEE « BARBARA LAWRENCE 
in “UNFAITHFULLY YOURS” with Kurt 
Kreuger, Lionel Stander, Edgor Kennedy, 








Alon Bridge, Julius Tannen, Torben Meyer 
An Original Screen Play Written, Directed 
ond Produced by PRESTON STURGES 

















WHEN MY 
BABY SMILES 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


BETTY GRABLE « DAN DAILEY in “WHEN 
MY BABY SMILES AT ME” + Color by 
TECHNICOLOR + With JACK OAKIE, 
JUNE HAVOC, RICHARD ARLEN, JAMES 
GLEASON * Directed by WALTER LANG 
Produced by GEORGE JESSEL - Screen 
Play by LAMAR TROTTI + Adaptation by 
Elizabeth Reinhardt * From a Play by 
George Manker Watters and Arthur Hop- 
kins * Lyrics and Music: “By The Way” 























Darryl F. Zanuck Presents OLIVIA 
de HAVILLAND in “THE SNAKE PIT” also 


Starring MARK STEVENS and LEO GENN 
with Celeste Holm + Glenn Langan and 


Helen Craig, Leif Erickson, Beulah Bondi, 


Lee Patrick, Howard Freeman, Katherine 


“What Did | Do?” by Mack Gordon and 
Jo.ef Myrow * Dances Staged by Sey- 
mour Felix and Kenny Williams 





















Locke, Natalie Schafer, Frank Conroy, 
Ruth Donnelly Minna Gombell - Directed 
by ANATOLE LITVAK + Produced by 
ANATOLE LITVAK and ROBERT BASSLER 
Screen Play by Frank Partos and Millen 
Brand + Based on the Novel by 
Mary Jcne Ward 














GREGORY PECK - ANNE BAXTER 
RICHARD WIDMARK in “YELLOW SKY" 
with Robert Arthur, John Russell, Henry 
Morgan, James Barton, Charles Kemper 
Directed by WILLIAM A, WELLMAN 
Produced by LAMAR TROTITI « Screenplay 
by Lamar Trotti -« Based on a Story by 
W. R. Burnett 
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THE CITY 


“CRY OF THE CITY" Starring VICTOR | 
| 










MATURE + RICHARD CONTE with Fred 
Clark, Shelley Winters, Betty Garde, Berry 
Kroeger, Tommy Cook, Debra Paget, Hope 
Emerson, Roland Winters, Walter Baldwin 
Directed by ROBERT SIODMAK « Pro- 
duced by SOL C. SIEGEL + Screen Play by 
Richard Murphy + From a Novel by Henry 
Edward Helseth 





APARTMENT | 
FOR PEGGY | 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


JEANNE CRAIN » WILLIAM HOLDEN and 
EDMUND GWENN in “APARTMENT FOR 
PEGGY" « Color by TECHNICOLOR + With 
Gene Lockhart, Griff Barnett, Randy Stuart 
Directed and Written for the Screen by 
GEORGE SEATON - Produced by WILLIAM 
PERLBERG « From a Story by Faith Baldwin 
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ROAD 
HOUSE 


IDA LUPINO » CORNEL WILDE + CELESTE 
HOLM + RICHARD WIDMARK in “ROAD 
HOUSE” with O. Z. Whitehead, Robert 
Karnes, George Beranger, lan MacDonald 
Grandon Rhodes + Directed by JEAN 
NEGULESCO + Produced by EDWARD 
CHODOROV - Screen Play by Edward 
Chodorov + Story by Margaret Gruen 
and Oscar Saul 
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Read Heuse 
(SONGS) 


comely enough but no great shakes 
as an actress. Rand Brooks heads 


20th-Fox release of Edward Chodorov rthe supporting cast. 


roduction. Stars Ida Lupino, Cornel 
Wilde. Celeste Holm. Richard Widmark. 
Directed by Jean Negulesco. Screenplay, 
Chodorov; story. Margaret Gruen and 
Oscar Saul; songs. Johnny Mercer and 
Harold Arlen, Lionel Newman and Dorcas 
Cochran: camera, Joseph La Shelle; edi- 
tor. James B. Clark; music, Cyril Mock- 
ridge. Tradeshown N. Y. Sept. 20, 48. 
Running time. 95 MINS. 


Lily ey ; Ida Lupino 
GR . scckneseee ees a. & Cornel Wilde 
DING . ic scdenttanede Celeste Holm 
CT Meee eer err rae Richard Widmark 
Arthur.. Perro rerr "SM 
OS rere recy es crs Robert Karnes 
Fi. eevee r ess iia George Beranger 
Pert. . 6 acetee aabeeee lan MacDonald 
Jude Grandon Rhodes 


A tough-skinned meller with ro- 
mantic filling, “Road House” is 
slated for nice returns at the wick- 
ets. Film barely misses entry into 
the b.o. heavyweight class due to a 
screenplay which is tight at both 
ends but sags over a long center 
stretch. Strong cast and snappy ex- 
ploitation possibilities, however, 
will help the pic’s staying power. 

Framed within a realistically in- 
timate roadhouse setting, yarn re- 
constructs the triangle with an ar- 
restingly psychotic twist supplied 
by Richard Widmark. For most of 


the way, director Jean Negulesco | 
over-length | 


hurdles the script’s 
and internal weaknesses by build- 
ing up conflict out of character 
studies of the principals. But the 
film finally bogs down in a lack 
of incident until a climactic shot- 
in-the-arm revives interest. 

At the center of the story, turn- 
ing in one of the best perform- 
ances of her career is Ida Lupino, 
plaving a lowdown blues warbler 
who finds herself in the middle be- 
tween Widmark and Cornel Wilde. 
Widmark, the roadhouse operator, 
has a powerful yen for the singer 
but she prefers his general man- 
ager, Wilde. When Widmark dis- 
covers that his gal and his pal have 
been holding hands behind his 
back, he frames Wilde on a rob- 
bery rap. 

Plenty of footage is consumed 
getting up to this point but interest 
perks with the unfolding of Wid- 
mark's insane scheme to get Wilde 
paroled into his custory in order to 
squeeze him on the psychological 
torture rack. The windup is an ef- 
fectively violent sequence in which 
Wilde slugs Widmark to a fare- 
thee-well and then attempts to 
make a getaway with his gal 
through the north woods to Canada 
with gun-toting Widmark on their 
trail. The fox-and-hounds motif is 
tensely played until Miss Lupino 
puts a couple of slugs into Wid- 
mark in self-defense. 

Miss Lupino’s standout perform- 
ance is highlighted by her firstrate 
handling of a brace of blues num- 
bers, including ‘‘One for My Baby,” 
“The Right Time” and “Again,” all 
three being solid tunes. Her gravel- 
toned voice lacks range but has the 
more essential quality of style, 
along the lines of a femme Hoagy 
Carmichael. Widmark registers po- 
tently with one of his standard 
nasty portrayals but he’s in dan- 
ger of being typed, or stereotyped. 
Wilde also impresses favorably in 
a rough-and-tumbie he-man role. 
In a spare-wheel part, Celeste 
Ho!m plays with her customary wit 
but she’s never permitted to estab- 
lish herself firmly in the pic. 

Production is smartly dressed 
with modest, but neat backgrounds 
fully suitable to the yarn. Tech- 
nical credits are topnotch with 
sharp camera work, smooth editing 
and a good background score help- 
ing to tie the film together. 

Herm. 





Sinister Journey 


United Artists release of Lewis J. Rach- 
mi! production. Stars William Boyd. Di- 
rected by George Archainbaud. Screen- 
play, J. Benton Cheney, Bennett Cohen 
and Ande Lamb, based on characters 
created by Clarence E. Mulford. At New 
York, N. Y., week of Sept. 14, ’48. Run- 
ning time, 59 MINS. 

Hopalong Cassidy .......... William Boyd 
California Carlson Andy Clyde 
Lucky Jenking ..........0. Rand Brooks 
Mrs. Garvin CEGASGESESS RENT Elaine Riley 
a errr: John Kellogg 


Hopalong Cassidy series contin- 
ues to follow the same pat formula 
of these westerns in “Sinster Jour- 
ney.” And William Boyd continues 
to ride the range as the hero who 
always has time to right a wrong. 
This picture is for western fans in 
twin setups, being one of those 
lesser oat operas which generate 
business largely in smaller houses. 

Boyd, who has hardly been out 
of the saddle since he first created 
the screen Hopalong character for 
Paramount years ago, has a more 
involved story than customary in 
“Journey.” Squabble between an 
oldtime western railroad prexy and 
the voung lad who elopes with his 
daughter is taken advantage of by 
the usual villian, with the innocent 


youth framed on a murder charge. | 


the 
click 


Zovyd again makes 
Hopaiong character 
doesn’t have as mary actionful 
sequences as usual. Andy Clyde 
furnishes some comedy relief. John 
Kellogg makes an_ acceptable 
wronged youth. while Elaine Riley 
is the gal who falls for him. She's 


typical 
but 


George Archainbaud has directed 
with more skill than is indicated, | 


the major fault, of course, lying in | 
the screenplay. Wear. | 


Louisiana Story 


Lopert Films release of Robert Flaherty 
production, directed by, Flaherty. Story, 
Robert and Frances Flaherty: score, Vir- 
gil Thomson; played by members of , 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Eugene Ormandy 
conducting: camera, Richard Leacock; edi- 
tor, Helen Van Dongen. Previewed N. Y. 
Sept. 18, 48. Running time. 77 MINS. 


Boy Joseph Boudreaux 
Father Lionel Le Blanc 
Mother Mrs. E. Bienvenu 
Driller caw se Frank Hardy 
Boilerman ; Cc. T. Guedry 


Robert Flaherty’s latest picture, 
“Louisiana Story,” is a documen- 
tary-type story told almost purely 
in camera terms. It has a slender, 
appealing story, moments of agon- 
izing suspense, vivid atmosphere 
and superlative photography. It 
should get excellent reviews and, if 
skillfully exploited, should do 
profitable business. 

Filmed entirely in the bayou 
country of Louisiana, the picture 
tells of the Cajun (Acadian) boy 
and his parents, who live by hunt- 
ing and rishing in the alligator-in- 
fested swamps and streams, and of 
the. oil-drilling crew that brings its 
huge derrick to sink a well. That’s 
about all there is to the plot, but 
\it suffices for an entertaining and 
| generally moving film. 
| There probably aren't more than 
100 lines of dialog in the entire 
_picture—long sequences being told 
| by the camera, with eloquent sound 
‘effects and Virgil Thomson’s ex- 
|pressive music as 
| There are no real heroes or villains 
‘(unless the terrifying alligators 
|ecould be considered the latter). 
‘The simple Cajun family is 
friendly, and the oil-drilling crew 
is pleasant and likable. 

There are exciting incidents as 
the youngster paddles his tiny 
boat through the lonely swamps 
|'with his pet racoon and is almost 
killed by the savage ‘gator, until 
‘he finally captures and slays it in 
'a spine-chilling struggle. On the 
|other hand, the scenes around the 
| floating derrick, as the crew drills 
'for oil, caps a blowup of subter- 
'ranean gas and ultimately gets the 
| well installed, are graphic and en- 
| grossing. 
| The performances, apparently by 
'the actual people themselves, seem 
|unself-conscious and convincing. 
Whether any of the players would 
be effective under studio conditions 
may be another matter, but in 
these circumstances, they're all 
persuasive. The playing of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra musicians, 
under Eugene QOrmandy’s direc- 
tion, adds considerably. Possibly 
the picture could be cut a bit more, 
including some seeming repeat 
shots, to shorten the running time 
for dual bookings. 

Besides being excellent enter- 
tainment, “Louisiana Story” should 


terial for Standard Oil of N. J., 
which contributed the necessary 
$200,000 production coin to Flaher- 
ty. The firm has no rights and no 
identification in the film, 
stands to get across the idea that 
oil companies are _ beneficently 
public-spirited, their employees 
honest, industrious and amiable, 
and their operations productive 
and innocuous. Hobe. 


Jungle Patrol 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
20th-Fox release of Frank Seltzer pro- 


Franz. Directed by Joe Newman. Screen- 
play, Francis Swann; adaptation, Robert- 
son White; based on play by William 
Bowers; camera, 
Bert Jordan; song. 4! Rinker, Floyd Hud- 
dieston. Tradesho: 1: Sept. 15, 48. Run- 
ning time, 71 MINES. 


NN 6 hab 6 OE ROBES 6 «4 50:8:8 Kristine Miller 
ED 6 645 WEE REE A O68 ae ne ee Arthur Franz 
TCT ET TT Eee ee Ross Ford 

 WPPPPTrTTC Tri re rT Tere Tom Noonan 
SPP er ere ..... Gene Reynolds 
MEE. 2 6566000600600 00606 Richard Jaeckel 
Pe Mickey Knox 
BE «0.64060 600008646606. Harry Lauter 
RPP TT eT eee Bili Murphy 
BE 3 $.6.4-0 088 0055 sees G. Pat Collins 


ture, but packs a lot more dramatic 
wallop than many of its. big 
yrothers. Starting with a good plot, 
‘all concerned have gone on from 
|there to shape it as recommended 
|drama. Cast carries no marquee 
' brilliance, but is made up of young 
| players who give a serious, realistic 
|touch to this account of an incident 





in New Guinea during the Pacific | 


War. 

| There are plenty of ballyhoo pos- 
sibilities that may give the film a 
‘chance outside of its normal sup- 
|porting classification. 
third of the Frank Seltzer produc- 
tions for 20th-Fox release, and cer- 
tainly the best of the trio. 

Adapted from a play bv William 
Bowers, Seltzer has been abie to 
cut production corners and make 
the film more graphic by concen- 
trating camera on the young char- 
acter studies and oniy implying 
grueling, offstage air action. Sky 


| 


fights between Nips and Yanks, as, 


heard over Operations Radio, packs 


background. | bY 


be invaluable public relations ma- | 


but | 


duction. Features Kristine Miller, Arthur | 


Mack Stengler;: editor, | 


“Jungle Patrol” is a budget fea- | 


Picture is | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Road House” (Son gs) 
(20th). Sturdy cast builds up 
uneven romantic meller into 
good b.o. fare. 

“Sinister Journey” (UA). 
William Boyd in another Hop- 
along Cassidy western; okay 
for second slot of duals. 

“Louisana Story” (Lopert). 
Robert Flaherty documentary 
pictorially impressive enter- 
tainment; should do good busi- 
ness for such type film. 

“Jungle Patrol” (20th). Ex- 
cellent budget feature wih Pa- 
cific war background. No 
names but can be ballyhooed. 

“The Golden Eye” (Mono). 
Lighiweight Charlie Chan; 
filler for twin bills. 

“Sen of God’s Country” 
(Rep). Standard oater for Sat- 
urday matinee grinds. 








as much wallop as though actually 
viewed and intensify suspense. It’s 
an offstage, legit effect that lends 


itself perfectly to the plot as well | 


as picture-making economy. 
Principals concerned are eight 
fliers, stationed at a temporary air 
strip near Port Moresby and 
charged with intercepting the Japs 
until a permanent strip can be com- 
pleted. Boys have rung up a score 
of nearly 100 enemy planes with- 


out the loss of life. Tension con- | 


tinually mounts as the boys wonder 


when death will abandon its holi- | 
their | 


day and start decimating 
ranks. 

Francis Swann’s script, adapted 
Robertson White, sets up the 
moods for careful development by 
Joe Newman’s direction. 


in the by-play between the fliers 
as they await their fate and the 
cast is uniformly outstanding in de- 
livering performances that register 
strongly. 

Kristine Miller brightens her 
role as USO entertainer visiting the 
lonely outpost and sings “Forever 
and Always” capably. The eight 
fliers -are tellingly portrayed by 
Arthur Franz, Ross Ford, Tom 
Noonan, Gene Reynolds, Richard 
Jaeckel, Mickey Knox, Harry Lau- 
|ter and Bill Murphy, each giving 
|his part a feeling of reality. G. Pat 
Collins is good as the sergeant. 

Camera work by Mack Stengler 
is expert in displaying jungle back- 
ground and editing holds film to 
crisp 71 minutes. Brog. 


. . 
The Gelden Eye 

Monogram release of James S. Burkett 
production. Features Roland Winters, Vic- 
tor Sen Young. Directed by William Beau- 
dine. Screenplay. W. Scott Darling, sug- 
| gested by character created by Earl Derr 
Biggers; camera, William Sickner. At New 
| York, N. Y., week of Sept. 14, ’48. Run- 

| ning time, 69 MINS, 
| Charlie Chan 


Roland Winters 


PITMIMGNEM «nsec cece Mantan Moreland 
| SORES CUBR .cccs cece Victor Sen Young 
BO eae ee Tim Ryan 
| BOFtIOte .2 28s 6066600688 Bruce Kellogg 
> Pree ee Wanda Mckay 
fo BePearrecr eeess.. Ralph Dunn 

REE, 3.6 8N.2%.80.0000005 805 Forrest Taylor 

cock Sk dee eee Evelyn Brent 


eee reerro ee Lois Austin 
|; “The Golden Eye,” another 
Charlie Chan meller, is hardly up 
|to the standard of the series. Rol- 
and Winters is not particularly 
| exciting or realistic as the new 
, Charlie Chan. But the plot and di- 
| rection also appear to be at fault. 
| Film is of quickie calibre, strictly 
{for padding out the dualers. 
| Chan’s operations this time take 
,;him to a dude ranch and a gold 
mine in Arizona. Plot is of a sup- 
| posedly mined-out shaft that sud- 
denly becomes active. The secret 
ultimately is revealed of how the 
|; ore was actually smuggled from 
| Mexico, then sold to the U. S. at 
an exorbitant price. 

Winters is too listless as Chan 
| although he’s not helped much by 
the yarn. Victor Sen Young is ac- 
| ceptable as the detective’s ambi- 
| tious son. Mantan Moreland, as 
the chauffeur, provides a few hu- 
| morous moments but milks each 
| Situation too long. Tim Ryan does 
| well as a police lieutenant. 
William Beaudine’s direction is 
| passable. Wear. 


Son of God’s Country 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Republic release of Melville Tucker 
production. Stars Monte Hale; features 
Pamela Blake, Paul Hurst, Jim Nolan. Di- 
j; rected by HR. G. Springsteen. Origina! 
screenplay, Paul Gangelin: added dialog. 
| Bob Williams; camera, John MacBurnie; 
editor, Harry Keller. Previewed Sept. 15, 
°48. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Monte Hale Pee ae 


Monte Hale 


CRUnY TMOTMtOM. ..6cccccss Pamela Blake 
OO ae Paul Hurst 
Bill Sanger Jim Nolan 
Frank Thornton........ Jay Kirby 
Bigelow eee re Steve Darrell 
 .. eae Francis McDonald 
| John Thornton............Jason Robards 
EES st erah a Keds ebkw Od oak Fred Graham 


There’s nothing unusual about 
“Son of God's Country.” Stereo- 
tvped western fare, it boasts the 
usual amount of incredible cliches 
in action and dialog. However, it 


| won't tax the kiddies, so will get by | 


as Saturday matinee material. 
Monte Hale is the hero who goes 
about his derringdo in too listless 





Mood | 
isn’t always stern. There’s humor | 


fashion. That land-grab plot is in 
again—there’s a railroad coming 
| through and the villain is trying to 
grab up all the ranches. Only vari- 
ation 
| after the war between the states so 
‘the heavy can blame the trouble 
on settlers from the south. 

Director R. G. Springsteen keeps 
‘the oater formula running off at a 
standard pace and the cast responds 
in the same manner. As _ noted, 
'Hale gives the impression of little 
enthusiasm for his heroics. Pamela 


Blake is an okay western femme | 


lead. Paul Hurst, Jim Nolan, the 
heavy, and others are acceptable. 
There’s one tune, the traditional 
“Railroad Corral,” crooned by 
Hale. Lensing and other produc- 
tion credits are adequate to de- 
mands made by Melville Tucker’s 
supervision. Brog. 


The Merry Chase 
(ITALIAN) 

Superfilm release of Minerva produc- 
tion. Stars Rossano Brazzi. Directed by 
Giorgio Blanchi. Camera, Massimo Ter- 
zano. At Golden, N. Y., starting Sept. 17, 
"48. Running time, 76 MINS. 


Paola Clara Calamai 
er ee Nino Besotti 
, Guido ; ..-.Rossano Brazzi 
Paola’s Mother-in-law.. Paola Borboni 
| Caesar ee . Lauro Gazzolo 


ETA 

(In Italian; English Titles) 
This Italian-made comedy is in- 

finitely better than many imports 


being unveiled in the U. S. cur- 
rently. Picture is rich farce, with 


yards of verbiage, some of it lost 


Italian. However, the adroit acting 
is not. And for Italo patrons it is 


hearty laugh material. Consequent- | 


ly, the film looks a solid bet for 
Italian-language spots and many 
arty theatres. 

The idea of a canine romance, 
somewhat similar to the one used 
,so effectively in “Emperor Waltz,” 
is projected, but with unlike re- 
sults. Also the mating of the two 
pekinese dogs is carried out with 
almost hammer-and-tong emphasis 
in this vehicle. Too, director Gi- 
orgio Blanchi made it mostly a 


framework on which to build the/ 


love affair between a pretty mar- 
ried woman and an embassy assist- 
ant. This rather torrid affair never 
gets past the kissing stage. The 
switch from farce to seriousness 
in the closing passages is a bit be- 
wildering as Rossano Brazzi, the 
embassy aide, stalks 
newly achieved consular post. But 


that seems a lesser fiaw. The 
lighter inoments are carried off 
with fine skill: as pointed out, 


| undoubtedly much funnier in the 
original ttalian than the English 
titles. 

Touting Brazzi as ‘a new Valen- 
tino” is not far-fetched, since the 
handsome actor can act, has many 
of the American silent screen 
slar’s mannerisms and is extreme- 
ly vivid in the love scenes. The 
principal osculatory clinch is a 
scorcher, and seemingly trimmed 
by censors. He is now under con- 


tract to David O. Selznick. Clara | 


Calamal is remarkably good as 
the wedded beauty whe nearly 


strays from the _ siraight-and- 
narrow. She does excellent 
work despite being such a 


tall leading woman. Nino Besotti 
'is highly satisfactory as the fussy, 
innocent little husband. 

Heading the suport, Paola Bor- 
/boni, as the wife’s mother-in-law, 
and Lauro Gazzolo, the father-in- 
law, carry on a deft running word 
battle centering on their guessing 
about the handsome consular of- 
ficial’s intentions in the home. Di- 
|rector Blanchi does a nice job, 
| with other technical work of the 
production up to pre-war Italian 
| standards. Wear. 





Loves of Casanova 
(SONGS — FRENCH) 


Vog Film release of Sirius production. 
Stars Georges Guetary. Directed by Jean 
Boyer. Adapted by Mare G. Sauvajon; 
camera, Charles Suin; music, Rene Syl- 
viano; lyries, Vandair and Rouzaud; Eng- 
= ae eee gg At Ambas- 
; sador. N. Y., Sept. 17, 48. Running time, 
{101 MINS. ‘4 sine 
Jean Casanova de Seingalt 


Georges Guetary 
.. Aime Clariond 


Don Luis ee eer 
Dutch Merchant 


, ; Jean Tissier 
Genevieve 


REE weEN flelene Dassonville 


is dating the action right 


on any audience not understanding | 
| One of the better films of the 


off to. his | 


deals with Casanova’s flight from 
Venice to Paris to seek his fortune, 
and tells it in a disjointed, musical- 
comedy vein, with Casanova burst- 
ing into song whenever things look 
| blackest. 

Not only is amour overexposed, 
| but so is the camera work, with all 
_the outdoor shots too bright and 
|pale for good camera work. Sub- 
| titles suffer in the same way, often 
‘being illegible against indistinct 
| backgrounds. Songs are pleasant 
and Gallic, and are sung agreeably 
by Guetary. Jean Tissier’s per- 
formance as a Dutch banker,. and 
Aime Clariond as Don Luis, are 
good, and a quintet of French 
good-lookers swoon about Casanova 
charmingly. Some duelling, in- 
trigue and horse-riding give the 
pic a bit of action, but for the most 
part it plods along. Bron. 


Lars Hard 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm, Sept. 7. 

Sandrew-Bauman Film production and 
release. Stars George Fant, Adolf Jahr; 
features Elsa Widborg, Eva Dahlbeck, 
Ulla Smidje, Nine-Christine Jonsson, Hugo 
Bjorne. Directed by Hampe Faustman. 
Screenplay by Jan Fridegard, based on 
his novel. Camera. Edlund; music, Er- 
land von Koch. At Royal, Stockholm, 
Running time, 87 MINS. 


ee. eee ene mee George Fant 
gc cken tv peaes ‘ Adolf Jahr 
His mother..........-. . Elsa Widborg 
Inga... ee Serer Eva Dahlbeck 
6466 eekeenes Ula Smidije 
a are ee Nine-Christine Jonsson 
Sundwall ........- go Bjorne 
The Driver.......-: Torsten Bergstrom 


His Wife........- Rut Holm 
Martha.. Anne-Marie Uddenberg 


new season, “Lars Hard” looms as 
a successful entry in Scandinavia 
and has appeal for international 
filmgoers as well. Fact that the 
picture was adapted from a popular 
novel by the author, Jan Fridegard, 
should aid the film’s prospects. 

Yarn is set in a period of Swed- 
jish history when farm workers 
were paid a pittance and looked 
down on generally. George Fant, 
one of them, is falsely charged 
with having fathered the child of 
'a girl he scarcely knew, and serves 
time in jail. On his release, he 
discovers that everyone considers 
{him an outcast. Much of the sub- 
sequent footage is devoted to the 
means he takes to rehabilitate 
himself. Fant does a _ bang-up 
portrayal of the wronged laborer 
while supporting cast is proficient 
}under Hampe Faustman’s direc- 
, tion. Wing. 


Pelota De Trape 

| (Ragged Football) 

| (ARGENTINE) 

| Buenos Aires, Aug. 28. 


SIFA production and release. Directed 
by Leopoldo Torres Rios. Stars Armande 
| Bo, Santiago Arrieta, Orestes Caviglia, 
Carmen Valdes, GracielagLecube; features 
| Floren Delbene, Maria Luisa Robiedo, 
Mario Medrano, Semillita, Rodolfo Zenner 
| Mabel Doran, Guillermo Stabile. Musical 
| score, Pedro Rubbione and Alberto Gnec- 
co; camera, Alvaro Barreiro: script by 
Ricardo Lorenzo and Jerry Gomez. At 
| the Metropolitan, Buenos Aires, Aug. 10, 
| 48. Running time, 110 MINS. 


Produced by an_ independent 
studio, which has relatively no fi- 
nancial resources, with what was 
‘probably the most modest budget 
of the year, this picture.is estab- 
lishing an unprecedented record 
for a local production, not only at 
|the boxoffice, but from critics and 
public. Already in its third week 
at the Metropolitan, “Pelota de 
| Trapo” has beaten the record set 
'by “To Live in Peace” at the same 
theatre last year, grossing $11. 
,616.70 (U.S.) in the first week. 


Human, unpretentious, the story 
|goes straight to the hearts of the 
football-mad Argentine people. The 
'producers have pui heart into it 
‘instead of opulence. It’s undoubt- 
jedly the most human of all Argen- 
tine pix to date. Although actors 
|of the calibre of Armando Bo and 
Santiago Arrieta give a very good 
account of themselves in the cast, 
\the acting honors are carried away 
‘by juve football enthusiasts, all 
/newcom rs to the screen, chosen 
by director Torres Rios for the ju- 
/venile parts. Andres Poggio, as 
i especially draws atten- 
on. 


| Story, tells the tale of a yvoung- 
ste., born on the wrong side of the 


|. AA Noelle Norman | 
Coraline 1e04S0 bOOO OM Jacqueline Gauthier 
Henriette ce hbee bes oss Gisele Casadesus 
| eee ree Claudette Falco 
DN GS cHte vaebeen c66ae Ree eEeee Dinan 


(In French; English Titles) 

“The Loves of Casanova’ isn't 
likely to raise the blood-pressure 
even in the art houses. L'amour, 
l‘amour can be pretty dull when 
piled on toujours with a trowel, 
and in this costume pic from 17th 
century France it is pretty ho-hum 
indeed. 

Produced in France last vear, 
film is a succession of romantic 
affairs between the legendary 
Casanova and a host of assorted 
femmes. The femmes are very 
attractive, and Georges Guetary, 
musical comedy star who plays 
Casanova, is an engaging rascal. 
But he hardly projects the fascina- 
tion Casanova must have held for 
women, while the plot isn’t much 
heip in substantiating it. Story 


tracks, whose one great joy in life 
is his “team” of soccer players, who 
meet for their games on an empty 
lot, with only a rag football to prac- 
tice with. The boy dreams of be- 
|;coming a great football hero, ac- 
|claimed by millions of fans at the 
Sunday matches, which fill Argen- 
'tina’s stadiums, who go to acclaim 
what has become the country’s fa- 
|vorite sport. 


Picture has little interest for 
U. S. fans, but has taken local ones 
by storm, despite lack of the bally- 
hoo which has accompanied so 
many of the deluxe productions of 
major Argentine studios this year, 
with such disappointing results. 
While this picture is creating rec- 
ords in its Buenos Aires firstrun. 
it’s expected to do even better once 
it goes out into the sticks. Nid. 
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City Investing's New Show Biz Fever — 


Warms Coin for Pix, Legit Expansion 


of+ 


Double-pronged expansion 
both its legit and film theatre hold-| 
ings was promised for City Invest-| 
ing Co. last week by its prexy, 
Robert W. Dowling. CI, one of the | 
country’s largest real 
ers and operators, will give the 
Shuberts a run for their coin in 
the Broadway legit field while 
adding small art houses in various 


parts of the country to its film the- 


atre hoidings. 
Company, which 
three film houses and five legiters, 
entered an entirely new 
week when it bought into the for- 


eign film distribution firm of 
Lopert Films, Inc. In the transac- 
tion it aequired an interest in 


which Lopert 
in Washington 


three sureseaters of 
is part owner, two 
and one in Buffalo. 

Dowling and Robert W. Goelet 
together put $250,000 into the 
Lopert firm, partially through buy- 
ing a stock interest and partially 
as a loan Some of the money 
will be used, Dowling said, for the 
acquisition by Lopert of lingual 
pix for distribution here and the 
rest tn expansion of art theatre 
holdings. 

Some of the funds 
used for investment in production 
of foreign pictures if LIlya_ E. 
Lopert, prez of Lopert Films, who 
is now in Europe, comes across any 
satistactory deals there, Dowling 
said 

His interest in foreign pix pro- 
duction and theatres, rather than 
in Hollywood filmmaking = and 
standard houses, the CI prexy ex- 
plained, results from his high re- 
gard for pictures from’ France, 
Italy and other continental coun- 
tries. 

U. S. Pix ‘Pretty Poor’ 

“IT don’t in any way mean to dis- 

parage Hollywood,” he declared, 
(Continued on page 18) 


Skourases St. L. 
Theatre Deals 


Si. Louis, Sept. 21. 
In a series of rapid financial 
moves last week, the Skouras Bros. 
purchased $6,000,000 worth of out- 


may also be 





standing bonds on the Ambassador | 


and Missouri Theatre Buildings, 
which own theatres in each: sold 





estate own-| 


now operates 


field last | 


their complete interest in the St. | 
Louis Amus. Co., owner of 28 nabes | 


in St. Louis and St. Louis County, 
to the Fanchon & Marco Service 
Corp., headed by Harry C. Arthur 
Jr., and leased the Ambassador 
and Missouri theatres to Arthur for 
25 years. 

The purchase of the bonds was 
an assured fact several weeks ago, 
when the holders were offered a 
premium over the face value. Con- 
trol of the Ambassador Building 
Corp. carried with it control of the 
amusement company, as 52°) of 
the latter’s stock was owned by the 

(Continued on page 16) 


CBS Finally to Air 
1-Hr. Show on Pix Biz 


Full-hour documentary show on 
the operation of the film industry, 
which Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem has been preparing for the 
past six months, goes on the air 
Oct. 27, 10 to 11 p.m. Script, by 
Peter Lyon, is now ready, but it 
Was decided to push off the broad- 
cast to allow four to five weeks of 


‘ish Broadcasting Corp. 


Beaucoup Pards 


City Investing Co. acquired 
quite a lineup of silent part- 
ners when it bought a 25% in- 
terest in Lopert Films, Inc., 
last week. Among the prin- 
cipal shareholders, along with 
prexy Ilya E. Lopert, are Lewis 
Blumberg, son of Universal 
prexy Nate Blumberg: and 
Robert Benjamin, Arthur Krim 


and Seymour Peyser, of the 
law firm of Phillips, Nizer 
Benjamin & Krim, which has 
numerous film company and 


show biz clients. 
addition, 


Benjamin. in 
is head of the J. Ar- 


thur Rank Organization in the 
U. S., while Krim is prexy of 
Eagle Lion and Peyser is an 
exec of National Screen Servy- 
ice 

Meyer Davis is another Lo- 
pert partner, owning a share 
of the Playhouse, art theatre 
which the firm controls’ in 
Warmington, 


UA 6 to Kramer 


For 297 Interest 


United nee has reached an 
agreement with Stanley Kramer by 
which it will advance $90,000 for a 
5° interest in the next film by his 





indie unit, Screenplays, Ine. Deal 
is significant in that it provides a 
pattern for loosening bank finan- 


cing fer those indies who will thus 
be enabled to get second and com- 
pletion money. 
Arrangement-is highly 
lin that the coin UA puts up is to 
| be used only for deposit with the 
|Bank of America in Los Angeles 
ito guarantee the last 25° of the 
latter’s loan to Kramer. Bank will 
advance $360,000 (60°) of the 
| total budget of $600,000. It will be 
“exposed” for only $270,000, how- 
ever, since it will have $90,000 in 


(Continued on page 16) 


British Theatre-TV 


Prospects Cue to Ban 
Of Sports on Video 


London, Sept. 21. 
Possibility of television programs 
becoming a regular feature at pic- 


unusual 





ture houses is behind the decision 
of big sporting interests to ban the 
events. To- 


telecasting of major 


night's (21) big fight between Oma 


and Woodcock is being kept off 
video screens by a decision of the 


3ritish Boxing Board of Control, 
despite the fact that application to 
televise was not made by the Brit- 
until every 
seat in the arena had been sold. 

Boxing Board have been consis- 
tent in its policy since television 
1946, but 


was restored in \ sane- 
tioned transmission of big fights 


before the war which were relayed 
to a few West End _ theatres 


lequipped with big screen receiving 


large scale exploitation and pro- 
motion for the program, accord- | 


ing to Werner Miche!, chief of the 
CBS documentary unit. 
Legit actor Myron 
will be narrator. 
now being 
personate 
his wife, 


McCormick 
Selections are 
made of actors to im- 
Samuel Goldwyn and 
Frances; director William 
Wyler, and writers Robert Sher- 
wood and Mackinlay Kantor. Show 
1s built around production and 
citribution problems involved in 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our 
Lives” and portions of the sound- 
track will be used. 


However, they are allowing 
fight to be filmed and 


sets. 
tonight's 
broadcast. 





Rupert ‘Allan Follows 
McCarthy in MPA Exit 


Paris, Sept. 21. 


Rupert Allan, associate Conti- 


‘nental representative of the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America, will fol- 
low his boss, Frank McCarthy, out 
of the organization at the end of 
the year. Allan has resigned. effec- 
tive about Christmas, to return to 
the U.S. It is understood he'll join 
an American major company. 
McCarthy is leaving at the sar 

time to become exec aide to Dar = 
F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox production 
chief. 





| 
{ 
Charges that some major 


refuse ‘“‘A’’ product 
itors also buy “B” films were hotly 
denied this week by homeoffice 
sales officials, who labeled the al- 
legations as mere outpuorings of 
frustrated exhibs who had seen 
product sold away from them to 
competitors who had offered bet- 
ter terms. 

Accusations hac been _ placed 
against the majors by several indie 
exhibs. Last week North Central 
Allied chief Bennie Berger an- 
nounced he has begun to collect 
affidavits from exhibs showing how 


distribs lave employed ‘subter- 
fuges”’ in an effort to get around 
the law which prohibits condition- 


some films on the 
others. According to 
the majors, these so-called affida- 
vits will come only from exhibs 
who are no longer buying film the 
way they used to. Most of these 
indie theatre operators, it is 
claimed, were once “favored cus- 
tomers’ who are now losing the 
cream product to their competitors 
under the anti-trust decision’s rul- 
ing that films must be offered to 


ing the sale of 
purchase of 


the highest bidder. Majors conse- 
quently claim they're operating 
strictly within the letter of the 
law. 


Indie exhibs, however, continue 
to insist the majors have recently 
(Continued on page 20) 


U and EL in Direct 
Opposition, Both 








ONLY BEEFERD 


film | 
distributors are still attempting to | 
unless exhib- | 


| the 


With Rank Films 


Stage has been set for something 
of a_ kidding-in-earnest duel  be- 
tween Universal and Eagle Lion, 
J. Arthur Rank’s two mainstays in 
the U. S. distribution field. By 
coincidence or for other reasons, 
both companies are invading the 
|same cities almost simultaneously, 
leach with a top Rank film and 
| both slating their pix for road- 
showing two-per-day at a $2.40 top. 
_ U's entry is Sir Lawrence Oli- 
vier’s “Hamlet,” now playing Bos- 
ton, and set for New York and 
Washington openings. EL’s cham- 
pion is “The Red Shoes,” Techni- 
color dissertation on ballet, with 
its U. S. preem slated for the Na- 
tional theatre, recently converted 
D. C. legit house. It opens there 
Oct. 14, Just a few days before 
“Hamlet” arrives, on a_two-per- 
day roadshow policy. 

Parallel continues furthe 
Shoes” is set for the Bijou, an- 
other converted legit theatre, just 
off Broadway, Oct. 21. Gotham 
preem for “Hamlet” is Sept. 29 at 
the Park Avenue theatre. “Red 
Shoes” will also go into a yet un- 
selected Eoston flickery—another 
ins-ance of direct competition. 

Incidentally, difference in be- 
ing a defendant in the Government 
anti-trust action and remaining 
clear of it is illustrated in diverse 
selling tactics of the two Rank 
distribs. U, a defendant, in order 
to fix a $2.40 top has been doing 
its negotiations with exhibs on 
four-wall basis. Company is leasing 
houses and paying back a rental 
plus percentage of the iake over 
a figure. 

EL, on ‘the other hand, since 
it is not a defendant, has decided 
that it is not bound by the decree’s 
restrictions. Company, therefore, 
is making its deals on a conven- 
tional basis with the understand- 
ing that a top of $2.40 will be set 
by the exhib. 


r. “Red 











New Phone Number 


VARIETY’s new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700. 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phone 


) number applies until Oct. 3. 


‘Individual Fmancing 


| Fightin’ Blumberg Raps Rumors U 


Toppers Are a Feudin’ and a Fussin’ 





U’s Top Control 

Analysis of Universal’s stock- 
holders and their holdings in 
U’s common was made this 
week by N. J. Blumberg, com- 
pany prexy. Of the 952,000 
shares of common now out- 
standing, some 450,000 are 
held collectively by William 
Goetz, production chief; Leo 
Spitz, studio exec; J. Arthur 
Rank, British industrialist; 
the rest of management and 
the board of directors. Bal- 
ance is owned by 4,000 small 
holders. 

Rank, largest stockholder, is 
maintaining his interest at 
133,500 shares, Blumberg said. 
Goetz holds some 75,000 shares 
and Spee, 62,500. 


U Wants “wag 
Break From Rank 





Nate 
conceded this week that his com-| 


3lumberg, Universal’s prez, 


pany is “pleading and begging” 
with J. Arthur Rank for a better 
break in bookings in the British- 


janid. 


| agree 
{serious differences, of 


i“*had everybody 


*¢ Nate Blumberg, Universal’s 


| prexy, this week lashed away at re- 
{cent rumors that his company and 
its management are foundering on 
| personal and financial difficulties. 
|Declaring that U had definitely 
passed the turning point, Blumberg 
|took up and branded five different 
rumors as “vicious, malicious and 
without truth.” These reports he 
|tagged as “plants by people with 
}axes to grind.” 

| “Universal is in business, 
stay in business and my 
|don’t sell it short,” 


will 
advice is 
Blumberg flatly 
Rumors had their start with 
the shutdown on production at the 
| studio but that step was necessary 
\for a readjustment in view of the 
|changed world situation. 

William Goetz, U’s production 
| veepee, and Leo Spitz, studio exec, 
“are not resigning nor are they 
being pushed out ef the company,” 
U’s chief said. Each has a contract 


| with five years more to run from 
| Nov. 1 “Both of them are doing 
excellent jobs,” he added. ‘We 


suspect several people planted this 
rumor.” 

Goetz and Spitz have not fallen 
out, Blumberg continued. “Nat- 
urally, in business you don’t always 
but there never have been 
opinion be- 
know who 
and he had 


tween the two. We 
planted this report 
reasons of his own.” 
Blumberg complained that stories 
buying Universal 


er’s Odeon and Gommont ee Mike the fireman to Joe Ken- 


circuits. Blumberg’s response was 
U is facing 
difficulties as other 
majors which led to the declara- 
tion of Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- | 
ture Assn. of America’s prexy, that | 
American films would 


to a question whether 
same 





henceforth 
be segregated from British on dual 
bills. 

Under U’s reciprocal tieup with | 
Rank, “unfortunately we haven't 
much to say in the matter,” Blum- 
berg explained. Rank has the 
final word on how U’s films will 
be played, he added. 





For Montgemery’s Film 
Deal With Theatre Guild 


New indie film production unit 
set up between Robert Montgom- 
ery’s Neptune Films and the Thea- 
tre Guild is to be financed by in- 
dividual persons interested in the 
venture. Full money for the first 
two pictures, amount of which was | 
not revealed, has already been ob- | 
tained. 


Three-year contract calls for an | 
unspecified number of films. Neith- | 
er distribution nor studio space | 
have yet been arranged, but all | 
pictures are to be lensed in Holly- 
wood unless the script calls for lo- 
eation shooting elsewhere. Start of 
production is dependent on how 
soon the first property is selected. 
Montgomery is currently huddling | 
in New York with Guild co-di- | 
rectors Lawrence Langner and 
Theresa Helburn. 

Guild is also planning to produce | 








a legiter in which Montgomery will 
Play may 


star or direct. 
sad broguses as a film. | 


either 
later 





nedy.” In the first place, he said, 


(Continued on page 19) 


Par-Skouras 18 
Month Fend Ends 


An 18-month battle over rental 
terms between Paramount and the 
Skouras circuit which personal ar- 
bitration failed to halt came to an 
amicable end last week in New 
York. Burying of the tomahawk 
was celebrated by renewed book- 
ings of Par product into the 69 
Skouras theatres scattered through 
New Jersey and metropolitan N. Y. 

While both sides preferred to 
keep the terms of settlement quiet, 
it’s understood that each yielded 
somewhat on their heretofore 
rigid stand on rental terms. 


During the course of the 18- 
month fracas, no Paramount prod- 
uct played Skouras houses. Ordi- 
narily, Par plays many of its first 
and second-run nabe situations in 
the George P. Skouras chain. 


It’s estimated that both sides lost 
|considerably because of the battle. 
| Paramount, for instance, in many 
‘situations was unable to sell away 
from Skouras since that circuit has 
a large number of closed situations. 
Skouras chain likewise was hit be- 
cause it was forced to book reis- 





/sues and foreign-made pix to fill 


the gaps in playing time. Neither 


| the oldies or the imports brought 


as much revenue as Par’s product. 





Wis.-Mich. Indie Exhibs 


Win Checking Victory 


Madison, Sept. 21. 
Indie exhibs in this state, organ- 


;ized into the Independent Theatre 


| Owners of Wisconsin and Upper 
Nation’ $ Film Salesmen Michigan, have won a minor vic- 


Get. $6-10 Increases 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 


of Film Salesmen, 
1,000 picture sales- 


Colosseum 
representing 


picture companies here. 
for $6-10 raises weekly with mile- | 


|\age hike from 5c to 7c per mile. 


| Toppers of 


Other clauses’ include geal 
preference, holidays with pay. 
Three film companies have yet | 
to sign, all 
Colosseum met with 
Pat Scollard, Paramount labor man 
and head of the film producers ne- 


,gotiating committee last weekend 


"must be licensed as private detec- 
| tives. 
men, set final wage agreement with _which have been opposing 


tory over the majors’ checking sys- 
tem with a ruling from attorney 
general Grover L. Bradfoot that 
‘checking agencies and employees 
exhibs 


Indie nationally, 


the 


Pact calls checking setup for years, will seek 


similar rulings in each individual 
state. 

Wisconsin now also will require 
| checkers to be under bond and the 


recent ruling applies to blind 
others are lined up.| checking as well as conventional 
confidential checking. ITO has 


notified its members of the ruling, 
advising them to inspect the cre- 
dentia!s of all checkers. 
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Chi Sluggish But ‘L 


arceny, Helped 


By Winters P.A., Hits Hefty $18,500; 


Mile’ Slow 236, 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 4 


‘Canon’ Big 186, 2d 





Loop biz this week shapes up | 
stagnant with no smash takes and | 
several very weak figures. Better 

rosses are in holdover section. | 
“rarceny” at the Grand, aided by | 
personal of Shelley Winters, ac-| 
iress, looks to be best of the new | 
crop with a big $18,500. “Walk a 
Crooked Mile” at the State-Lake | 
shapes light $23,000. } 

Canon City” at the Roosevelt 
leads the holdovers with excellent 
$18.000. “Foreign Affair” with Gin- 
ny Simms in person at Chicago 
is turning in hearty $42,000 in 
second session. “Pitfall” with stage 
show headed by Jerry Wayne at 
the Oriental seems mildish with | 
$36,000. “Easter Parade” at Woods 
winds-up six-week stay with solid 
$15,000. : 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— | 
“Sofia” (FC). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Olympic Games” (EL) and | 
“Spiritualist” (EL), $6,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — | 
“Foreign Affair” (Par) plus Ginny | 
Simms on stage (2d wk). Looks! 
neat $42,000. Last week, $52,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85) — 
“Canyon Passage” (U) and “Fron- | 
tier Gal” (U) (reissues). Okay | 
$8.000. Last week, “Gallant Legion” | 
(Rep) and “Secret Service Investi- 
gator” (Rep), $7,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
*“TLarceny” (U), Big $18,500. Last | 
week, “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 
(2d wk), sock $17,000. 


| 


} 
| 
| 
' 


| 
| 


| 50 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) | 


—*'Pitfall’ (UA) (2d wk) with Jerry 
Wayne heading stageshow. Light | 
$38,000 in sight. Last week, $46,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
Modest $15,000. ,Last week, nice | 
$21,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) | 
—‘Canon City” (EL) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $18,000. Last week, $22,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
— ‘Walk a Crooked Mile’ (Col). 
Moderate $23,000. Last week, 


“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (2d wk), 
fancy $20,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 
§0-98)—"‘Luxury Liner” (M-G) (2¢ 
wk). Down to $11,000. Last week, | 
okay $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) —)| 
“Easter Parade’ (M-G) (6th wk). | 
Final week looks strong at $15,000. | 
Last week, $17,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 77) — “To 
Live In Peace” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Sighting toward fine $4,500. Last 
week, $5,000. 


‘ ’ 

Amber’ No Ball of Fire 
With $13,000 in Frisco; 
Ml? pe: ‘ ’ 

Mile’ Big 22G, ‘Ruth’ 246 

San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

First big rain of season is lifting 
business here currently. Finé bally 
is helping put “Babe Ruth Story” 
over for sock week at Paramount. | 
“Forever Amber” looks only fair 
at Warfield as does “Luck of Irish” 
at Fox. “Walk Crooked Mile” is in 
for faney session at Orpheum while 
“Good Sam” is doing fine at Gold- 
en Gate in third round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
—"Good Sam” (RKO) and “Golden 
Eve" (Mono) (3d wk). Fine $14,500. 
Last week. excellent $17,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95'—“Luck 
of Irish” (20th) and “Jinx Money” 
‘Mono). Mild $19,000. Last week, 
‘Two Guys Texas” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB) (2d wk), nice 
$15,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656 60-85)— 

Fovever Amber” (20th) and “Dare- 

devils of Clouds” (Rep). Former | 

at pop scale but only fair $13,000 | 
or near. Last week, “Lady in Er-| 

Mine” (20th) and “Gay Intruders” | 

(20'. 5 days, $9,000. | 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55-85) | 

—— Peabody And Mermaid” (U) and | 
Lady Midnight” (EL) (m.o.). Col- | 

orless $5,500. Last week, “Tap- 

roots” (U) (2d wk), nice $5,900. | 

.., vitrkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — | 

Lite, Loves Rembrandt” (FC) and 

Don Juan” (FC) (reissues). Tepid 

$1 00. Last week, “Mill On Floss” 

‘Indie: (2d wk), pleasing $2,300. 
_United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 

85) — Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.). 

Still nice at $3,500. Last week, 

Okay $4500. 

State (Par) (2,133: 60-85) “Cor- 
Vetle K 255” (FC) and “Wings Over 
Honolulu” (FC) (reissues). Good | 
»/.000. Last week, “Sea Spoilers” | 

‘(Continued on page 18) 
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| Hunted” 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $615,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


Last Year 781,000 
(Based on 22 theatres) 


scence hi teat tm ar 


Bambino Clouts 


Lofty 206, Buff. 


Buffalo, Sept. 21. 
Best entry here this round is 
“Babe Ruth Story,” smash at Cen- 
tury. Otherwise biz is offish except 
for “Pitfall,” nice at Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70). — 
“Pitfall” (UA) and “Gay Intruders” 
(20th). Nice $17,000. Last week, 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and “Code 
Scotland Yard" (Rep), $16,800. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—“Luck of Irish” (20th). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, “Date With 
Judy” (M-G), fancy $12,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—‘‘Two | 
Guys Texas” (WB) and “Code Scot- 











land Yard” (Rep) (m.o.). Good 
$7,500 or better. Last week, 
“Beyond Glory” (Par) (m.o.), $7,- 


0. 
Teck (Shea) (1.400; 40-70) — 
“Date With Judy’ (M-G) (m.o.). 
Moderate $3,500. Last week, ‘Rose 
Washington Square” (20th) and 
“Slave Ship” (M-G) (reissues), fine 
$5,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Peabody Mermaid” (U) and “Cap- 
tain Boycott” (U). Okay $12,000. 
Last week, “Tap Roots” (U) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono) (2d Wk), 
nice $11,000. 

20th Century (20th Century) 
(3.000: 40-70)\—‘‘Babe Ruth Story” 
(Mono). Smash $20,000. Last week, 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (3d wk), robust 
$10,000. 


Denver Likes ‘Rachel,’ 
Big $19,500; ‘Ruth’ 156 


Denver, Sept. 21. 

Heavy rain last Sunday (19) kept 
people home, with biz here being 
helped. “Rachel and Stranger’ is 
packing the Orpheum so steadily 
that a holdover is already set. It 
is getting the biggest figure of any 
single house in city. “Lady in Er- 
mine” shapes good while “Ruth 
Story” is heading for a very solid 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 





Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Tap Roots” (U) and “Fighting 
Back” (20th) (m.o.). Fair $2,000. 


Last week, “Mr. Blandings” (SRO) 


(m.o.) (2d wk), nice $2,500. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500;, 35- 
74)—“Imitation of Life’ (U) and 


“East Side Heaven” (U) (reissues'. 
Dim $4,000. Last week, “Search” 
(M-G), $5,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Beyond Glory” (Par) (3d wki. 
Mild $9,500. Last week, fine $13,-, 
500. 

Denver 


(2,525; 35-74)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“Golden Eye’ (Mono). day-date 
with Esquire. Good $15,000. Last 
week, “Tap Roots” (U) and *Fight- 
ing Back” (20th), big $18,000. 
Esquire (742; 35-74)—“Lady in 
Ermine” (20th) and “Golden Eye” 
(Mono), also Denver. Fine $3,500. 
Last week, “Tap Roots’ (U) and 
“Fighting Back” (20th), $3,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) and 


(Fox) 


i“Shed No Tears” (EL). Big $19,500. 


Holds. Last week, “Date With 
Judy” (M-G) and “Arkansas Swing” 
(Col) (2d wk), $10,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and 
“Hunted” (Mono), day-date with 
Webber. Great $12,000. Last week. 
“Gallant Legion” (Rep) and “Anna 
Karenina” (20th), $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.). Thin $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘“Feudin’, Fussin’ ” 
(U) and “Secret Service Investiga- 


tor” (Rep) (m.o.), $3,500. 
Webber (Fox! (750; 35-74)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” ‘Mono) and 


(Mono), also Paramount. 
Nice $3,000. Last week, “Tap 
Roots’ (CU: and “Fighting Back”, 
(20th), $2,500. : 


'—“Tap Roots” 


ROOTS’ TALL $21,000, 
ST. LOO; ‘PITFALL’ 226 


St. Louis, Sept. 21 

With mercury shooting above 90 
degrees, natives are being driven 
into the big deluxers, with biz 
spurting as a result. Standout is 
“Tap Roots” with big Ambassador 
session. ‘Pitfall’ looks stout at 
Loew’s, while “Up in Central Park” 
is fairly nice at Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
(U). Big $21,000. 
Last week, “Ruth Story,” ‘Mono) 
and “‘Music Man” (Mono), $19,500. 
e Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Cen- 
tral Park” (U) and “Feudin,’ Fus- 
sin” (U). Nice $24,000. Last week 
“Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Train 
to Alcatraz” (Rep), $21,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Pitfall” (UA) and “Montana Mike” 
(UA). Stout $22,000. Last week. 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U) and “Song 
of Heart” (Mono), great $25,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th). Sturdy 
$15,000. Last week, “Luck of Irish” 
(20th) and ‘‘Lady in Ermine” (20th) 
m.o.), $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- 
stein” (U) (m.o.). Great $11,000. 


| Last week, “Date with Judy” (M-G) 


and “Gentleman from Nowhere” 
(Col) (m.o.), $9,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Immortal Sergeant” (20th) and 
“The Sullivans” (20th) (reissues). 
Okay $8,000. Last week, “Escape” 
(20th) and “Anna Karenina” (20th) 
(reissues), $7,000. 


Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 


| “Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle Squad- 


ron” (FC) (reissues). Fine $5,500. 
Last week, ‘“‘Dream Girl” (Par) and 
“Embraceable You” (WB) (m.o.), 
$4,500. 


Canon’ Nice 116, 
Indpls., Judy’ 156 


Indianapolis, Sept. 

Film biz continues steady in first- 
runs here this week. “Date With 
Judy” at Loew’s is big and prob- 
ably will hold. “Canon City” is 
sturdy at Circle and “Abbott and 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” is 
holding up oke in second week at 
Indiana. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—"‘Canon City” (EL) and “Music 
Man” (Mono). Nicé $11,000. Last 
week. “Larceny” (U) and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO), fancy $12,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- 
stein” (U) and “Daredevils of 
Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$10,000 after sock $18,000 opener. 





Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Larceny” (U) and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO) (m.o.). Tepid. 


$4,000. Last week, “Beyond Glory” 
(Par) and “Open Secret” (EL) 
(m.o.), $3,500. 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 


“Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Thunderhoof” (Col). Solid $15,- 
000. Last week, “Blandings Dream 


House” (SRO) and “Frieda” (U), 


$14,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Montana Mike” (UA) and “Stork 
Bites Man” (UA). Mild $6,000. Last 
week, “fwo Guys Texas” (WB) 
and “Big Punch” (WB) (mo), 
$5,000. 


Mitchum Sock $40,000 Despite 
Spotty B'way; Sam’ Very Good 139G, 


Trish Harvest 


Return of warm, sultry weather 
and resumption of school after 
summer vacation are giving Broad- 
way firstruns an extremely spotty 
appearance this week. Presence ot 
several longrun pictures which ap- 
parently have stayed over too long 
also is contributing to the offish 
tone. Even the addition of five 
new bills is not 
as would have been expected 

“Rachel and Stranger” at May- 
fair and “Good Sam” at Music 
|Hall shape as standout newcom- 
ers. “Rachel” is heading for sock 
$40,000 to give Mayfair its best 
opening week since “Time of Life,” 
with interest in Robert Mitehum 
giving picture a decided boost. 
“Sam,” which was liberally panned 
by many N. Y. crix, is going to 
big $139,000 or better in first week 
at Hall. 

“Luck of Irish,” with Ed Sullivan 
and Harvest Moon Ball winners 
heading stage layout, perhaps best 
reflects offish trend with $108,000 
for initial session at Roxy. This 
is definitely disappointing, and bill 
likely will go only two weeks. Even 
more of a disappointment is return 
date of “Life With Father” at 
Strand with Johnny Long. band 
topping stagebill. Very thin $36,- 
000 looks about all. ‘Miraculous 
Journey” may go as high as $12,- 
000 at the small Rialto. 

Pacing the holdovers is “Sorry, 


Wrong Number” plus stageshow 
headed by Carmen Cavallaro at 
Paramount. Finished off third 


week with rousing $88,000 which 
,makes five-week run almost a cer- 
tainty» 

Perhaps typical of the abrupt 
drops suffered by holdovers is 
“Luxury Liner” with Gene Krupa 
and Georgie Price topping stage- 
bill at Capitol. It likely will fin- 
ish second round at $64,000, or 
$17,000 below first week. ‘Loves 
of Carmen” at State is $11,900 un- 
der previous frame with $30,000 in 
third session. “‘Babe Ruth Story” 
is way down at $9,000 for eighth 
stanza at Astor. 

“For Love of Mary” opens today 
(Wed.) at Criterion. “Olympic 
Games of 1948” opens Friday .(24) 


at Gotham after three nice weeks | 


with “Ruthless.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (9th 


| wk). Eighth stanza ended last Mon- 


day (20) night way off at $9,000 
after nice $15,000 for seventh. 
Stays on into October, according to 
present plan. “Song Is_ Born” 
(RKO) opens Oct. 19. 


; ( ”s) (4.820: 80-$1.50) | Stage (2d wk). 
Capital (Loew's) (4,820; 00-$1.50 last (Tues.) night hit sturdy $108,- 


, 000 and not up to hopes. In ahead, 
| third week of “Lady in Ermine” 


—‘Luxury Liner” (M-G) with Gene 
Krupa orch, Georgie Price heading 
stagebill (2d wk). Off to $64,000 in 
initial holdover session after fine 
/$81,000 opener but below hopes. 
Stays a third, with “Red River’ 
(UA) due in Sept. 30. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.85)—“For Love of Mary” (U). 
Opens today (Wed.). Fourth week 
of “Tap Roots” (U) sagged to okay 
$17,000 after $22,000 for third, for 
firstrate run. 


Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 


—‘Rope” (WB) (4th wk). Fourth 
round ending today (Wed.) still 
showing solid profit at around 





‘Rachel’ Sultry $14,000 in Cincy; 


‘Carmen’ Smash 226, Saxon’ 76, 2d 


Cincinnati. Sept. 21. 

Biz generally is okay despite 
county fair, kickoff of bowling 
and high school and college night 
football, plus return of hot weath- 
er. “Loves of Carmen” is in a 
sizzling romp to top the town. 
However, “Rachel and Stranger” 
is nearly as strong with big round. 
Holdovers are moderate, ‘Date 
With Judy” leading. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col). Sock 
$22,000 bearing fruit of wide- 
range promotion. Last week, “Be- 
yond Giory” (Par), all right 
$15,000. 








New Phone Number 


VaRIETY’s new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700. 

Present BRvant 9-8153 phone 
number applies*until Oct. 3. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $8,000 trailing great $15,000 
preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-65)— 
“Dude Goes West” (Mono). Pleas- 
ing $8,000. Last week, “Escape” 
(20th), $8,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 50-75) 
—‘Saxon Charm” (U) (2d wki. 
Favorable $7,000 on heels of sock 
$11,500 teeoff. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (m.o.). 
Satisfactory $5,500. Last week, 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB) (m.o.), 
same. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)\— 
'“Rachel and Stranger” ‘RKO). 
Big $14,000 or over. Last week. 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono), solid 
$16,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75'— 
“Beyond Glory” (Par) (m.o.). Slow 
$4.000. Last week, “Good Sam” 
(RKO) (n.0.), swell $6,500. 


helping as much’ 


Mooners Fair 1086 


$34,000 after fine $40,000 for third. 
Stays on. 
Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.20) 


—‘Ruthless” (EL) (3d wk). Third 
reund ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
|looks $8,000 or less after nice 
‘$10,000 for second. “Olympie 


Games of '48” (EL) opens Friday 
(24). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Rachel and Stranger” (RKO). 
Publicity anent Robert Mitchum 
apparently helping, and certainly 
is not hurting. Crix praise for pro- 
duction a boost. Looks to hit sock 


$40,000 in first week ending Friday 
|(24), and naturally holds. Best 
opening session here since “Time 


of Life’ (UA) and about as strong. 
Fourth week of “Race Street’ 
(RKO) tumbled to $14,200 though 
helped by preview of “Rachel” on 
Friday (17). 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)—“2 
Guys From Texas” (WB? and 
‘““Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) (2d 
runs). Open today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) and 


“Peabody Mermaid” (U) (2d runs), 
4 days. split with “Gung Ho” (FC) 
and “Eagle Squadron” (FC) (re- 
‘issues), 3 days, was good $10,000, 
with reissue combo doing very 
| well. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—"Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) 
with Carmen Cavallaro orch, Mar- 


tin Bros., Jack Leonard toppin 
stageshow (4th wk). Third roun 
ended last (Tues.) night held up 


surprisingly strong at resounding 
$88.000 after big $100,000 for sec- 
ond week. Now looks sei for five 
weeks or longer. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40)—‘Good 
Sam” (RKO) and new stageshow. 
|First week ending today (Wed. 
|likely will hit big $139,000 in face 
{of numerous crix cold shoulder- 


ings. Naturally is holding. Last 
|week, “Date With Judy” (M-G) 
and stageshow (‘6th wk). oke 
$115,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99'— 
“Miraculous Journey” (FC). On 


first week ending Friday (24) looks 
to reach nice $12,000. Holds. Last 
| week, second of ‘Sofia’ (FC), very 
good $7,000 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2.092: 60- 
$1.25)—“Velvet Touch” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Fourth week . ended last 


;(Tues.) night held up very well at 
'$16,500 or near after fine $19,000 
| for third. 


(20th) (5,886: 80-$1.80)— 
(20th) with Fd 
Moon Ball 


Joe Howard, Al Bernie, 


Roxy 


“Luck of Irish” 
‘Sullivan and Harvest 


winners, 


| Ilinois Jacquet sextet, iceshow on- 


First frame. ended 


,(20th) with Frances Langford-Jon 
| Hall, Jerry Colonna, Harmonicats, 
iceshow onstage, was $68,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3.450: 80-$1.50)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) (3d wk). 
|Current stanza ending today (Wed.) 
looks sharply lower at $30,000 or 
less, but still okay; second was 
| solid $41,000. May not stay many 
more weeks at rate it has been de- 
clining after sock opening, with 
|“Three Musketeers” (M-G) already 
being advertised to open. Open- 
/ing now looks to be Oct. 7. . 
Strand (WB) (2-756: 76-$1.50)\— 
\“‘Life With Father” (WB) (2d run) 
and Johnny Long orch heading 
stageshow. Picture is in here at 
lesser scale after extended-run at 
old Warner. Shapes to land very 





|thin $36,000 or less, highly dis- 
‘appointing. But holding. Last 
week, “Two Guys Texas” (WB) 


| with “Winner Take All” radio show 
\topping stagebill (3d wk), dim 
| $28,000. 


Winter Garden (UA) (1.312; 55- 


$1.25)\—“‘Larceny” (U) (3d wk). 
Third round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) likely will be down te 
mild $12,000 after $15,000 for see- 
ond. Stays until Sept. 30 whefR 
house shutters as a picture op- 


eration. 


‘River’ Swift 176, Mont’l. 


Montreal, Sept. 21. 

Two holdovers in deluxers this 
week will show boxoffice pace. 
Pacing newcomers is “Silver River” 
at Capitol. “Emperor Waltz,” after 
all-time house record in first week, 
is solid in second at Loew’s. Price 
rises in all theatres will help gen- 
eral take. 


Estimates for This Week 





Loew's (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65'— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par (2d wk). 
j (Continued on page 18 
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Wednesday, September 22, 1948 








WARNER BROS. resent 
DENNIS JACK 


MORGAN - CARSON 


“TWO GUYS Fron TEXAS’ 


DOROTHY MALONE * PENNY EDWARDS 


DAVID BUTLER + ALEX GOTTLIEB 


Screen Play by | AL. OIAMOND ang ALLEN BORET? 
> Suggested by a Play Dy Robert Sioane and Louis Pelietie 
Orchestra! Arrangements by RAY HEINDORE 
Music by JULE STYNE + Lyrics by SAMMY CAHN ~ 





WARNER BROS. ovesent 
JANE 


WYMAN - AYRES 


"JOHNNY BELINDA 
CHARLES BICKFORD 


AGNES MOOREHEAD - STEPHEN MC NALLY 
JEAN NEGULESCO: JERRY WALD 


ve screen Piay by IRMGARD VON CUBE anc ALLEN VINCENT 
re %. aFrom the Stage Play by Eimer Haris 
¥ Wagstelf Gribble Music oy 


‘WARNER BROS. present 


JAMES STEWART 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


ROPE 


JOHN DALL - FARLEY GRANGER 
SIR CEORIC HAROWICKE » CONSTANCE COLLIER 


* JOAN CHANDLER 


Screen Play by ARTHUR LAURENTS 
From the Play Dy Patrick Hamilton + Director of Photog! anny 
Joseph Valentine ASC 


» TRANSATLANTIC eitrune 


WARNER ~ —— : 
BETTE 


DAVIS: MONTGOMERY 
JUNE BRIDE” 


with FAY BAINTER.. BETTY. LYNN. TOM -TuULiY 
BRETAIGNE WINDUST - HENRY BLANKE.. 


Screen Play by RANALD MacOOUGALL 
Based on 4 Play by Eileen T ane 
89d Graeme -Lonmer 
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Rachel’ Bright $24,000, Best Hub 


Bet; ‘Stampede 


Boston, Sept. 21. + 


Cool weather and new entries at: 
all houses is boosting biz around | 
town this week. “Rachel and the! 
Stranger” at Boston and. “Luck of 
the Irish” at the Met are strongest | 
newcomers. “Northwest Stampede” | 
at two theatres also shapes okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jaycox) (1,300; 90-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (5th wk). Holding at 
$20,000 after about $21,500 last. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) and 


“Train to Alcatraz” (Rep). Solid 
$24,000 and holds. Last week, “A. 
& C. Meet Frankenstein” ‘U) and 


“Don Coyote” (Undie) (2d wk), nice 
$16,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)— 
“Olympic Games” (EL) and “Code 
of Scotland Yard” (Rep) (2d wk. 
Fair $4,500 after nice $6,000 first. 

Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Northwest Stampede” (EL) and 
“Spiritualist” (EL). Average $7.- 
000 or near. Last week, “Dream 
Girl” (Par) and “Return of Wild- 
fire” (SG), $6,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80) 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“Fighting Back" (20th). Opened 
yesterday (Mon.). Last week, “Tap 

(Continued on page 18) 


Rachel’ Aces in 
Omaha, Socko 106 


Omaha, Sept. 21. 
“Rachel and Stranger.” new 
Robert Mitchum picture, is doing 
the best proportionate business in 
town this stanza. It looked smash 
from start and giving the Brandeis 
a sock session. Film built and 
holdover is already set. 

town is in doldrums. 


Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 16-65)— 
“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) and 
“Train to Alcatraz” (Rep). Socko 
$10,000. Last week, “Good Sam” 
(RKO: and “Out of Storm” (Rep) 
(2d wk), oke $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) 
65'\—"River Lady” (U) and “The 
Counterteiters” (20th). Modest 
$10,000. Last week. “Assigned to 
Danger” (EL) and Frankie Carle 
orch onstage at 20-80c scale, great 
$25.000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3.000: 16- 
65) — “Two Guys Texas” (WB). 
Slower than usual at $9,500. Last 
week. “Foreign Affair” (Par), fair 
$10.500. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65)— 
“All My Sons” (U) and “Yankee 
Fakir” (Rep). Good $4,500. Last 
week, “Central Park” (U) and 
“Jassyv" (U) (2d wk), $3,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.100: 16-65) 
—"Forever Amber” (20th). Not so 
good at $8500 on second showing 
here. Last week. “Abbott-Costello 
Frankenstein” (U) (m.o.) and “Bury 
Me Dead” (EL) (1st run) fine 
$6.000 in 4 days. Pulled for “Okla- 
homa!” legit date. 


‘Rone’ Holds D.C. With 
$19,000; Faces’ Hep 106 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

It’s dullish this session here. 
with soaring temneratures hurting. 
“Rope” at the Warner, and “Four 
Faces West.” at smaller Metropoli- 
tan, look b.o. champs. 

Estimotes for This Week 
Capital (Loew's) (2.434: 44-80)— 
‘Evil Mv Love” (Par) plus vaude. 
Slim $21.900, desvite crix raves 
Last week, “Lady in Ermine” 
(20th) »Ins vaude with Bert Wheel- 
er. $°0.000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.263: 44-80) 
—"Foreion Affair’ (Par) (m.o.). 
Sturdy $8 500 for third consecutive 
downtown week. Last week. 
‘Southern Yankee” (M-G) (2d run), 
hot $9.000. 
 weeith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-74)— 
‘Good Sam” (RKO) (2d wk). Fine 
i after sock $18,000 last 

eek 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.163: 44-70) 
—'Four Faces West” (UA). Solid 
810.000. Last week, “Two Guys 
Texas” (WB) (m.o.), okay $6500 
fs Palace (Loew's) (2.370: 44-74)— 

Meet Frankenstein” (U). Modest 
ee week. “Foreign Af- 
air’ { Par) ¢ *k isfactorv 
$1400. 2d wk), satisfactory 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 55-85) 
——"Fseape” (20th) (2d wk). Hefty 
85.400 or better after smash $6,800 
last week 

Warner 


(3.000; 16- 





és - (WR) (2.154: 44-74)— 

Ron" (WB). Fine $19.000. Last 
“Beyond Glory” (Par), warm 
$17,000. 


716, ‘Trish’ Oke 236 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .. $2,749,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 212 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.}. 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $3,328,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 220 
theatres). 














Rest of | 


Trish Rugged 
$13,500, Pitt Ace 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Not very much doing anywhere 
this week, with heavy trade for 
“Ice-Capades” at Gardens and rec- 
ord-breakin; biz at Nixon for 
“Streetcar iwwamed Desire” cutting 
in heavily. “Luck of Irish” at Har- 
ris and “So Evil My Love” at Penn 


are running out in front, but 
neither are big. “Mr. Peabody and 
Mermaid” at Fulton, only other 
new film, is not so good. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Peabody and Mermaid’ (VU). 
Limped to indifferent start and 


looks mild $7,500. Last week, “Gal- 
lant Legion” (Rep), $6,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Luck of Irish” (20th). Okay $13,- 
500, Last week, “Tap Roots” (U) 
(2d wk), fine $12,000 in 8 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘‘Evil My Love’ (Par). Crix didn’t 
eare for this. Around $16,000, just 
fair. Last week, “Date With Judy” 
(M-G) (2d wk), same. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76)—‘“Date 
Judy” (M-G) (m.o.). Close to $4,000, 
very good for this small-seater. 
Last week, “Hellzapoppin” (U) and 
“Argentine Nights’ (U) (reissues), 
dim $1,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Tap Roots” (U) (m.o.). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, “Wings Over 
Honolulu” (U) and “Corvette K- 
225”. (U) (reissues), $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“Babe Ruth Stofy” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Holding up moderately well after 
good getaway to clock around $12,- 
000. Last week, sturdy $19,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (3d wk). De- 
spite crix comment, Gary Cooper- 
Ann Sheridan starrer has been 
knocking pleasing profit. Holding 
well at around $9,000. Last week, 
fine $11,000. 


‘Rachel’ Shows Way In 
Prov., Stout at $18,000; 
‘Pitfall’ 22G, ‘Guys’ 146 


Providence, Sept. 21. 

State’s “Pitfall” and Albee’s 
“Rachel and the Stranger” top the 
stage hereabouts this week. with 
latter standout. Close competition 
given Monday (20) when the State 
held its first primary (Republican) 
election in its history. “Babe Ruth 
Story” is still great in second in- 
ning at Metropolitan. 

Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) and 
“Daredevils of Clouds” (RKO). 
Stout $18,000. Last week. “Good 
Sam" (RKO) and “Prairie” (SG) 
(2d wk', good $12,000. 

Carlton (Fay) 1,400; 44-65)— 
“Meet Frankenstein’ (U) = and 


“Blackmail” (WB) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Okay $3,000. First week was nice 


$4.500 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“American Empire” (Mono) and 
vaude on stage. Hefty $8.000. Last 
week, “Hagen Girl” (WB) and 
vaude on stage, $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and 
“Train in Aleatraz” (WB). Nice 
$14,000. Last week. “Walls Jeri- 


cho” (20th) and “Fighting Back” 
(20th), nice $18,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65\—"‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) 
and “Music Man” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Fast $12,000 after hitting sock $16,- 
000 first frame. 

State (Loew! 
“Pitfall” (UA) 
Texas” (EL) 
week, “Date with Judy” 
“Gentleman Nowhere” 
wk), $14,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
— “Beyond Glory” (Par) and 
“Tropical Masuerade” (Par) (2d 


(3,200: 44-65'— 
and “Man from 
Nice $22.000. Last 
(M-G) and 
(M-G) (2d 


wk’. Second round started Mon- 
day (20). First week hit snappy 
$15,000. 


‘Heat Melts Mpls. But 
‘Arrow’ Fairly Fast At 


inneapolis, Sept. 


L. A. Spotty; This Is N. ¥” Bangup 
$10,500; ‘Guys’ Oke 156 $35,000, ‘House’ Slow 566, ‘Larceny’ 


A late hot spell is doing biz no) 


| good this week. 
and “Two Guys From Texas” are 


“Black Arrow” | 


| the principal new films, and neith- | 


er are sock. “Bring ’em Back 


Alive” looks fairly strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) (m.o.). 
Thin $5,500. _Last week, “Foreign 
Affair” (Par) (2d wk), good $8,000. 


Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40-50)— 
“Strawberry Roan” (Col) = and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col). Okay 
| $4,000. Last week, “Wolf Man” 
(FC) and “Hairy Ape” (FC), 
$2,600 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘“Life 
With Father” (WB) (m.o.). Fine 


$6,000 after satisfactory opener at 
State. Last week, “Babe Ruth 
Story” ‘Mono) (m.o.), $5,000. 
Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB). Trim 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Walls 
of Jericho” (20th), $13,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
50-70)—‘“‘Black Arrow” (Col). Fast 
$10,500. Last week, “Good Sam” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fine $10,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70) 
—‘‘Bring ’Em Back Alive” (RKO). 
(reissue). Fine $8,500. Last week, 
“Four Faces West’ (UA), $8,000. 

State (Par) (2.300; 50-70)—‘For- 
ever Amber” (20th). Modest 
$9,000. Last week, “Life With 
Father” (WB), good $12,000. 

Uptown (Par) ($1,000; 44-60)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). First 
neighborhood showing. Fine 
$4,500. Last week, “‘Best Years” 
(RKO), $5,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“The Search” (M-G) (4th wk). 


Nice $3,800. Last week, $4,500. 


Rope Ties Philly 





In Knot, $35,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Unseasonably high temperatures 
eut into biz over the weekend, but 
trade generally was bullish. Best 
of new films is “Rope” with big 
session at the Mastbaum. 


of the Irish” is not up to hopes at 
the Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue) (2d wk). 
All right at $9,000 following strong 
$15,000 opener. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Blandings Dream House” (SRO). 
Great $6,500. Last week, “Central 
Park” (U), tepid $3,800. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘Lux- 
ury Liner” (M-G) (3d wk). Choppy 
sailing at $15,000 after last week's 


mild $18,500. 
Earle (WB) (2.700; 50-94)— 


, mild side in local firstruns. 


| Ruth 


| dium 


| 60-$1)—“Blandings”’ 


Lusty $36,000, ‘Amber’ Limp at 246 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Boxoffice pace here continues on 
School 
reopening and polio are taking a 
toll at the wickets, being partic- 
ularly noticeable dast week when 
nearly all theatres fell off in mid- 
dle of week. “‘Mr. Blandings Builds 
Dream House” is sighting moder- 
ate $56.000 in five theatres. ‘“‘Lar- 
ceny” shapes good $36,000 also in 
five locations, mostly small-seaters. 

Best showing is being made by 
“So This Is N. Y.,” which looks 
stout $35,000 in four smaller 
houses. “Forever Amber” is far 


from torrid at $24,000 in five spots. | 


Holdovers are mildish although 
third round of “Good Sam” will 
hit nice $27,500 in two houses. 
Story” 
$26,500 in second frame, two loca- 
tions. 
Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) and. “Gay 
Intruders” (20th). Mild $3,500 or 


near. Last week, ‘“‘Northwest Stam- 
pede” (EL) and “Behind Locked 
Doors” (EL) (2d wk), $1,900. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 


Corwin-Lesser) (826; 60-$1)—‘‘So 
This Is New York” (UA). Sturdy 
$8,000 or near. Last week, “Pit- 


fall” (UA) (3d wk), okay $3,600. 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—‘‘Mr. Blandings Dream House” 
(SRO) and “Palooka Winner All” 
(Mono). Good $8,500. Last week, 
“Luck Irish” (20th) and ‘Shanghai 
Chest” (Mono) (2d wk). $3,200. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
(SRO) and 
“Winner Take All” (Mono). Me- 
$13.500. Last week, “Luck 
Irish” (20th) and “Shanghai Chest” 


| (Mono) (2d wk), dim $5,900. 


Culver (FWC) (1,145: 60-$1)— 
“Amber” (20th) and “Gay In- 
truders” (20th). Light $3,500. Last | 
week, “Stampede” (EL) and | 


| “Locked Doors” (EL) (2d wk), $2.- 


| Wildfire” 
“Beyond | 


Giory” looks trim at Stanley. “Luck | Lesser) 


“Spiritualist” (EL) and “Embrace- | 


able You” (WB). Fair $19,000. Last 
week, “Pitfall” (UA) (3d wk)® fine 
$15,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘‘Luck 
of Irish” (20th). Not up to expecta- 
tions at $19,000. Last week, “Es- 
cape” (20th), oke $22,000. 

Goldman (Goldman? 
94)—"‘One Touch of Venus” (U) (2d 
wk). Fancy $16,000. Last week, 
socko $24,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘Larceny” (U), Lofty $16.000. 
Last week, “Abbott-Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U), doing great 
$17,000 for final 12 days of third 
week. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 
— “Walis of Jericho” (20th). 
Dull -$4.000. Last week. “Tap 
Roots” (U) (2d wk), neat $6,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Rope” (WB). Best bet in town at 
big $35,000. Last week, “Two Guys 
from Texas” (WB), (2d wk), $14,400. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Fuller Brush May” (Col) (2d wk) 
Fine $6,000 after $7,000 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-94)— 
“Beyond Glory” (Par). Trim $23.- 
500. Last week, “Good Sam” (RKO) 
‘3d wk}, $13,800. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-94)— 
“Race Street” (RKO) (2d wk). Very 
good $12,000 after smash $18,500 
initial semester. 


50-94) 











Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities. are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
plaving precentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


(1,200; 50-/ 


600. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 60-$1)— 
“Ruth Story” (Mono) and “Return 
(SG) (2d wk). About 
$12,000. Last week, good $17,800. 

Dewntown Music Hall 
(872; 60-$1)—“So New 
York” (UA). Nifty $13,000. Last 
week, “Pitfall” (UA) (3d wk), good 
$7,600. 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— | 


“Date With Judy” (M-G> (3d wk-4 
days). 
week, okay $8,000. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 
“Amber” (20th) and 
(20th). Mild $3,500. Last week, 
“Stampede” (EL) and “Locked 
Doors” (EL) (2d wk), $1,800. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Fric-Frac” (Indie) and “Bride's 
Surprise” (Indie) (2d wk). Oke $2.,- 
000. Last week, good $2,900. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘‘So Well Remembered” (RKO). 
Good $3,500. Last week. “Pearl” 
(RKO) (4th wk-4 days), $1.500. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—*‘‘Lar- 
ceny” (Us and “End of River” (U). 
Nice $5,000. Last week, “Tap 
Roots” (U) (2d wk-10 days), $3,600. 

Hawaii (G&S-Corwin-Lesser) (1.- 
106; 60-$51)\—“So New York” (UA). 
Good $7.500. Last week, “Pitfall” 
(UA) (3d wk), $2,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 60-$1)— 
“Ruth Story’ (Mono) and “Wild- 
fire’ (SG) (2d wk). Light $7,000. 
Last week, okay $13,100. 

Hollywood Music Hall 
Lesser) (475; 60-85'—‘“‘So New 
York” (UA). Stout $6,500. Last 
week, “Pitfall’’ (UA) (3d wk), $2.- 
300. F 


“Intruders” 


(Corwin- 


Iris (FWC) (828: 60-85)-—‘Lar- 
ceny” (U) and~‘‘End River” (U) 
Okay $4,500. Last week, “Tap 


Roots” (U) (2d wk-10 days), big $4.- 
200. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85)— 
“Murder in Reverse” (Indie) and 
“Frenzy” (Indie). Pleasing $2,500. 
Last week, “Ninotchka” (M-G) (re- 
issue) (3d wk), $2.000. 

Loew’s State ‘(Loew's-WC) (2.404: 
60-31) — “Blandings’” (SRO) and 
“Winner Ali” (Mono). Light $i8.- 
000. Last week, “Luck Irish” (20th) 
and “Shanghai Chest” (Mono) (2d 
wk), only $10,300. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.- 
097; 60-$1)—*“Date Judy” (M-G) (3d 


wk- 4 dayvs'. Down to $6,000. Last 
week, down to $14,900. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 
“Blandings” (SRO) and “Winner 
All” (Mono). Mild $7,500. Last 
week, “Luck Irish” (20th) and 


“Shanghai Chest” (Mono: (2d wk). 
skinny $4,600. 

Million Dollar (D'town) 
50-85: — ‘Black Arrow’”’ 


(2.093; 


(Col) (2d 


run!, with Memphis Slim, Jack 
McVea on stage. Modest $13,500. 
Last week, “Lightin’ in Forest” 


‘Rep? (2d run}, with Cab Calloway, 


is dropping under | 


Down to $4,000 or near. beast | 
60-$1)— | 


Geechie Smith orch on stage, nifty 
$18.300. 
(2,210; 


Orpheum (D’town-WC) 


60-$1)—“‘Amber” (20th) and “In- 
truders” (20th). Dull $9,500. Last 
week, “Stampede”’ (EL) and 
“Locked Doors” (EL) (2d wk), 
$7,100. 

Palace (D'town) (1,224: 60-$1)— 
“Pearl” (RKO) (5th wk) and 
“Search” (M-G) (3d wk). Off to 


$5,500. Last week, hefty $8,000. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (3d wk) and 
“Gentleman Nowhere” (Col) (2d 


wk). Nice $14,000. Last week, good 
$16,500. 

Paramount (F&M). (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Moonrise” (Rep) and “Code 
Scotland Yard” (Rep) (2d wk). Slim 
$11,600. Last week, $15,800. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—‘‘Moonrise” (Rep) 
and “Scotland Yard” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Fairish $7,000. Last week, $8,300. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—“‘Good Sam” (RKO) (3d wk) 
and “Gentleman Nowhere” (Col) 
(2d wk). Neat $13,500. Last week, 
$16,600. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 60-$1)— 
“Larceny” (U) and “End River” 
(U). Good $8,000. Last week, “Tap 
Roots” (U) (2d wk-10 days), big 
$9,000. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Larceny” (U) and “End River” 
(U). Fair $4,000. Last week, “Tap 
Roots” (U) (2d wk-10 days), good 


$4,800. 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“‘Larceny” (U) and “End 


(U). Good $15,000. Last 
' week, “Tap Roots” (U) (2d wk-10 
| days), $12,200. 
| Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
|“Blandings” (SRO) and “Winner 
| All” (Mono). Moderate $8,000. Last 
|week, “Luck Irish” (20th) and 
|“Shanghai Chest’’ (Mono) (2d wk), 
| dismal $3,508. 
| Wogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—Am- 
| ber” (20th) and “Intruders” (20th). 
| Fair. $4,000. Last week, “Stampede” 
(EL) and “Locked’Doors” (EL) (2d 
wk), $2,200. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Date Judy” (M-G) (3d wk-4 days). 


River” 


(Corwin.| Finales at $3,500. Last week, good 


$3,400. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Ruth Story” (Mono) and “Wild- 
fire’ (SG) (2d wk). Light $7,500. 
Last week, okay $13,000. 


Twist’ Terrif $21,000 In 
2d Week at New Odeon, 
Toronto; ‘Father’ $9,000 


Toronto, Sept. 21. 

Curiosity angle for new $2,500,- 
000 Odeon, flagship of J. Arthur 
Rank Canadian theatre’ chain 
opened a week ago. is helping 
“Oliver Twist” to stay in big coin 
on second week. There have been 
no picket lines here against 
“Twist” thus far, first stanza be- 
ing terrific. 

While the Odeon is doing such 
top biz, “Life with Father” shapes 
okay at Tivoli, first time here at 
pop prices. “Coroner Creek’ at 
Imperial with Leslie Bell Singers, 
Canadian all-girl choir, looks only 
fair. “The Search” shapes okay at 
Victoria. Exhibitors here are glad 
Canadian National Exhibition, 
which set all-time record in past 
fortnight, is over. 

Estimates for This Week 


Danforth (Odeon) (1,240; 36-60) 
—‘“‘Against the Wind” (‘EL’). Very 
good $6,500. Last week. “Corridor 
of Mirrors” (EL), $4,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 36-66)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) plus Leslie 
Bell Singers onstage. Fair $15,000. 
Last week, “Forever Amber” 
(20th), back at regular scale, dis- 
appointing $12,000 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— 
“Date with Judy” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Satisfactory $12,000 after $16,000 
last week. ; 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20:'— 
“Oliver Twist’ (EL) (2d wk). Big 
$21,000 after terrific $26,000 first 
week. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 36-66)—“Em- 





peror Waltz” (Par! (3d wk). Good 
$10,000 after fine $12,000 last 
week. 


Tivoli (FP) (1.431; 36-66:'—“Life 
with Father’ (WB). Looks fast 
$9,000 at regular scale. Last week, 


“Escape” (20th! (2d wk!, okay 
$8,000. 

Victoria (FP: (1,260; 36-60)— 
“The Search” (M-G:!. Okay $7,000. 


Last week, “Two Guys from Texas” 
(WB; (2d wk), nice $6,500. 
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Lockouts, Slowdowns Snarl Pix 
Studio Situation in Argentina 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 12. + 


Labor trouble has broken out on | 
Argentine sets and an extremely | 
tense situation has reigned the past | 
fortnight. 

Over nine months ago the Pro- 
ducers’ Assn. agreed to consider 
demands for increased wages made 
by the AGICA, powerful union 
which groups together all workers 
in Argentine studios. Time flowed 
on until finally, irked by the Pro- 


ducers’ delay. AGICA instructed 
its affiliates to “work slow until 
their demands were met. This led 


to considerable inconvenience in 
all major studios, with electricians, 
camera crews and others either re- 
fusing to carry out orders, or carry- 


ing them out only by halves. 
Eventually the producers them- 


selves decided to act and called a 
“lockout,” refusing the workers ac- 
cess to the studios until they modi- 
fied this attitude. 

Closing of the studios lasted 
from Sept. 2 to 6, when most studio 
workers reported back on the job. 
The Labor Secretariat is now iIn- 
viting studio workers to form an- 


other union (under close govern- | 
ment control) and a meeting has 
been called between representa- 


tives of the Labor Secretariat, pix 
workers and the Producers’ Assn. 


Chavez Bounces Full 
Mex Nat’l Symph of 80; 


Dictator,’ Sez Union 


Mexico City, Sept. 21. 
Longhair circles in Mexico are 
still jolted by the firing of the 80 
members of the National Sym- 
phony Orchestra on the eve (15) 





of the opening of the National 
Opera, Co.’s season. Firing was 


done tiy Carlos Chavez, orch’s con- 
ductor. 

Chavez, in paid ads in local 
prints and a series of press inter- 
views, said he fired the tooters 
as a last resort. They had no dis- 
cipline, he said, appearing late or 
not at all for rehearsals, or late 
for appearances. 

Tooters, through the local musi- 
cians union, have complained to 
President Aleman about their fir- 
ing, asserting that Chavez bchaves 
like a dictator and his ousting 
them was “an act of totalitarian- 
ism.” They demand Chavez's dis- 
missal and reinstatement with full 
pay. Meanwhile, opening of the 
opera season must wait because of 
alleged snags the tooters’ union is 
placing in the way of assemblying 
another orch. 

Chavez, who is well-known in 
the U. S., is composing a Mexican 
opera, “The Oil Expropriation,” 
based on the expropriation of 
major foreign oil companies by the 
Cardenas government in March, 
1938. 


‘STRANGER’ DUE FOR A 
MODERATE SYDNEY RUN 


Sydney, Sent. 7. 

Frank Vosper’s “Love from a 
Stranger,’ debuting at the Minerva 
for Whitehall Productions, should 
get a moderate run to fair b.o., 
although the going will be tough 
if summer heat hits this spot 
within the next week or so. 

“Stranger” set a slow tempo on 
premiere last week under the 
guidance of Aussie’s only femme 
producer, Fifi Banvard, formerly 
seen here in vaude years ago for 
the Fullers. Third act, however, 
smashed across solidly and sent 
the payees away quite satisfied. 

Cast is very good, although radio 
actress Neva Carr-Glynn was out 
of her depth as Cicely Harrington, 
likewise Grant Taylor Bruce 
Lovell. Tops were John O'Malley 
and Leslie Victor. Production is 
high-class. 


U.S. Pix Top Finland 





as 





4 Helsinki, Sept. 21. 
With about 320 films screened 


in Finland in the fiscal vear from 
August, 1947 through July, 1948. 
American product was far ahead 
of all other countries with 197 
pictures, or 61° of the total. 
Runnerup was Britain with 25 pix. 

In third position was Russia with 
24. Imports from other nations 
were: Sweden, 23; France, 20; Ger- 
many, five; Hungary, four; Italy, 
two; Austria and Denmark, one 
each, 





British Start Drive 


To Unionize Cinemas 


London, Sept. 7. 

Weak spot in the Union's organi- 
zation, picture theatres in the Lon- 
don area, is to be bolstered in a 
new drive launched by the Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatrical and Kine 
Employees. 

Campaign follows decisions 
taken at the union’s annual confer- 
ence in Blackpool in June. 
will take in renting offices and 
legit theatres. N. A. T. K. E. claim 
they being strong in studios and 
theatres, but are determined that 
the non-union element in picture 
houses is made aware of the 
union’s objective. 


Canadian Films Kudosed 
At Edinburgh Festival 
By British Producer 


Ottawa, Sept. 21. 

Basil Wright, British film 
ducer, kudosed Canadian motion 
pictures shown at the International 
Documentary Film Festival staged 
in conjunction with the Edinburgh 
Drama and Music Festival. Wright, 
broadcasting for Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. from Edinburgh, 
said, ‘Canadian films were high- 
lights of the Festival. There were 
20 of them, all told, and so well 
made, so varied in approach, in 
style, in technique, that the pro- 
gram committee 
was one country which must have 
a complete program all to itself.” 
That program, said the producer, 
was repeated four times. Top 
Canadian film was “Horizon du 
Quebec,” a screen scanning of the 
province, with “The Connors 





Casey,” based on actual murder in- | 


vestigation by Royal Canadian | 
Mounted Police, two Norman Mc- 
Laren color animations, rating 
next. 


All Canadian films were National 
Film Board releases. Ross McLean, 
Canadian Film Commissioner, at- 


The Irish in Merle 
Dublin, Se,_i. 14. 

Current laugh here is the 
notice by the Irish Catholic’s 
film critic on RKO’s “Berlin 
Express,” co-starring Merle 
Oberon. 

Typographical _ slip made 
notice read, in part: “Miss 
O’Beron, speaking imitation 
broken English, is his secre- 
tary.” 











It also 


Distrib in Aussie 


pro- | 


decided Canada | 


| 


And Korda Films 


Svdney, Sept. 15. 

| Twentieth-Fox which previously 
distributed product of the two 
jleading British filmmakers, J. Ar- 
ithur Rank and Sir Alexander Kor- 
da, is apparently ready to drop all 
| Anglo pix from its Aussie releasing 
|charts. The Yank distrib has al- 
ready given up Korda’s pix to 
| Hoyts’ circuit, headed by Ernest 
Turnbull, and it’s understood that 
the company will soon quit dis- 
|tribution of the Rank Product. 

Contract with Rank is said to ex- 
‘pire this year with the Britisher 
| swingjng over to British Empire 
Films. Rank holds a 50% in BEF 
i; which comes under the Greater 

Union tent headed by Norman B. 
| Rydge. Rank is also a 50-50 part- 
|ner in GU. 

Under current 20th handling of 
| Rank’s product, his films find out- 
| let through the Hoyts’ loop. When 
ithe switch to BEF is made, GU 
will play those films. 

Loss of Rank’s films by 20th is 
no doubt the major reason why 
Hoyts has made a deal to handle 
'and play product of both Korda 
| and David O. Selznick. Odd angle 
to the whole setup is that 20th via 
its subsid National Theatres, holds 
a substantial stock interest 
Hoyts. 


personally consummated by Turn- 
bull in an overseas phone conver- 
sation with toppers of those two 
| outfits. 


US. Pix Biz Has No Yen For 





tended the Festival and introduced | 


the first two programs. 


Canada Sunday (19) 
“The Movie Scene” (10:15 p.m.). 





Furtwaengler to Baton 
Viennese Despite Beefs 


Vienna, Sept. 7. 

Despite the rioting at one of his 
concerts last season, Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler will again be chief 
conductor of the Vienna Philhar- 
monic this season. His first Vienna 
engagements will be Sept. 24 and 
25. Then he’ll go to London with 
the orchestra for Albert Hall con- 
certs there. 

Meanwhile, the 
Opera troupe is likewise to fill 
foreign engagements. It will be 
the first foreign company to ap- 


Vienna’ State 


pear at Milan’s La Scala at Christ- | 


mas, in Mozart’s ‘Marriage of 
Figaro.” Next summer the Vienna 
Opera will appear in the Holland 
Festival and fill Belgian engage- 
ments at Antwerp and Brussels. It 
will do “Salome” and “Don Gio- 
vanni.” 


UA Shuffles Manager 
Setup in 3 Countries 


Changes in United Artists’ for- 
cign managerial setup in three 
countries were announced last 
week in New York by the com- 
pany’s foreign chief, Walter Gould. 
Armando Bernal, former branch 
manager in Cali, Colombia, was 
upped to general manager in that 
area and will headquarter in Bo- 
gota. He replaces James Raymond, 
resigned. 

Merrill Gooding, booker in UA’s 
office in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 
has been named acting manager 
following the resignation of Ran- 
dolph de Silva, who left to repre- 
sent Monogram in the same terri- 
tory. In another shuffle, J. Engel- 
stoft, with Universal in 
hagen for 12 years in various ex- 
change capacities, joined UA as its 
Denmark manager. He succeeds 
Viggo Ellemann, resigned. 








Hermann Leopoldi and 
Moeslein are starring in revival of 
Robert Stolz’s operetta “Sky High” 
in the Auge Gottes theatre, Vienna. 


Wright's | 
gabber was aired on CBC Trans- | 
on the show | 


Copen- | 


Helly | 


Upped Chinese Customs 


Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica has been informed by the State 
, Dept. that the embassy in China is 
working on the U. S. film com- 
'panies’ protest against a quin- 
-tupling of customs duties three 
| weeks ago. As a result of the Chi- 
‘nese action, Yank distribs. clamped 
/an embargo on further shipments 
,of film to the country. 
| Embassy at Chungking is said to 
‘be doing everything possible in 
_view of the tough situation pre- 
ivailing. A new assembly has re- 
| cently taken office in China and is 
| desperately in need of coin. Money 

from duties on U. S. films would 
| be used to fight the Communists, 
|} assembly says. 

| Increase would be from = an 
| average of $250 a picture to $1,200. 





‘for one night on a charge of auto- 
|mobile snatching. Vargas was able 
‘to explain that he drove off in a 
car identical to his own, but with 
| different number-plate. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 21. 

“A La Carte,” Savoy (14). 

“Anna Lueasta,” Majesty (47). 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (68). * 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (74). 

“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (20). 

“Browning,” Phoenix (2). 

“Cage Peacock,” Strand (24). 

“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (16). 

“Carrissima,” Palace (28). 

“Children Hundreds,” Vaude (56). 

“Crime Passionel,” Garrick (7). 

| “Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (3). 

| “Eden End,” Duchess (3), 

| “Edward My Son,” Lyric (69). 

| “Four, Five, Six,” York (28). 

| “Giaconda Smile,” Wynd (16). 

| “Giass Menagerie,” H’market (8) 

“Happiest Days,” Apollo (26). 

“Little Lambs, Ambass. (24), 

“Off Record,” Piccadilly (64). 

| “Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (73). 

| 

| 








“Perfect Woman,” Plavhse. (2). 
“Queen Came By,” Emb. (1). 
| “Rain On Jusi,” Ald. (3). 
| “Sit Down,” Comedy (7). 
“Starlight Roof,’ Hipp. (46). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (16). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (76 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (73). 





20th Drops Rank 


in | 


Deal for Selznick-Korda fare was | 


. $1,000 monthly 


Aussie FM to Be Govt. Monopoly; 
Same Setup Seen Now 


For Video 





Swedish Producer Makes 
First Film in English 
Stockholm, Sept. 7. 


The first Swedish film in the Eng- 
lish language was recently com- 





i(“Son of the Sea’) and pic was 
‘produced by Sandrew-Baumann 
Film. Rolf Husberg is director and 
|Hilding Bladh handled the camera. 
It took five months to complete, and 
many scenes were shot in northern 
Norway. The story deals with fish- 
ermen in the Arctic. 

A Swedish version also has been 
| made. 





‘Four-Zone Setup Hypos 
Berlin Legit; 40 Preems 
Last Season in 20 Houses 


Stockholm, Sept. 12. 

Despite the loss of more than 
| half the available legit houses in 
| Bertin due to war-sustained dam- 
age, nevertheless there were some 
40 play preems last season in the 
|German capital in 20 theatres. Of 
ithe new productions, according to 
| P ~~) 
word received here, about 50° 
were of German origin. 

Interest in legit is very strong 
| there. 
jing to rebuild their destroyed 
'houses. In prewar days there were 
|40 theatres operating in Berlin. 
| Half of them have now reopened. 
| The four-zone occupied areas in 
ithe city 
|in bringing a diversity of ideas to 
ithe stage there. Meagre food ra- 
itions have made it difficult for 
actors. 
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re- 











Lae Continued from page 1 


interviewing with the outfit’s 
cently-patented Radox device. 
Survey results underscore the be- 
lief that TV eventually will boom 
live entertainment, according to 
prexy Al Sindlinger. Tremendous 
interest being created in live enter- 
\tainment by tele, he declared, may 
\revive live shows in nabe film the- 
jatres, with talent being billed on 
the marquee as a “television star” 
to attract the customers. 
| Radox device, which is attached 
jto the receiver, records automati- 
‘cally the station a radio or TV set 
is tuned into 24 hours daily and 
,transmits the®record immediately 
to a central office, where the re- 
sults are tabulated automatically. 
| Through its use, Sindlinger hopes 


‘tisers with their 


first boxoffice 


measurement, something which he 
claims has been missing from the 
various program rating services 
used to date. As Sindlinger put it, 


$1,000 Monthly Service 
| Research outfit is now attempt- 
|ing to line up 20 advertisers to pay 
for the service. 
| According to Sindlinger, three of 
e top-spending advertisers in the 
business have already been inked. 
| Each is to get a weekly teletype re- 
port with coded ratings through an 
exclusive teletype printer. With 
Radox, the outfit will also have di- 
‘rect live interviews, with the tech- 


‘nique based not on what the inter- | 


\viewee plans to do in the future 
but what he did in the past. Only 
‘in that way, Sindlinger said, can 
exact results of audience action be 
ascertained. 

| Survey is currently confined to 
Philly until it’s determined how 
great a sample is needed to get re- 
iliable statistics. Once that’s been 
|found, Sindlinger plans to extend 
the service from Boston south to 


Washington. He’s currently break- | 
ing down each group of families to | 


be studied via their geographical 
location, hoping thereby to get a 
true cross-section. 

William Dignam, 
of Tide magazine for the past two 
years, has resigned to join Sind- 
, linger & Co. immediately. Dig- 
nam’s new position will be that of 
editor of Radox. Dignam will com- 
mute between Philadelphia and 
New York, spending major part of 
his time at Sindlinger’s New York 
office. 


‘pleted here. Title is “Havets Son” | 


Berliners are steadily try- | 


have been a big factor | 


Hypo To Vaude | 


‘to provide raaio and tele adver-| 


/each separate market area is a the- | 
Mexican warbler Pedro Vargas | tre and Radox is the boxoffice. 
/was jailed by Buenos Aires cops | 


senior editor | 


Sydney, Sept. 15. 

It’s certain now that television 
will come strictly under govern- 
‘mental control via the Australian 
| Broadcasting Commission (non- 
'commercial), with stations due to 
‘operate in the key Aussie situations 
| within the next 18 months. 

Electric Musical Industries, as- 
sociated with the BBC, will most 
likely get the contract for the in- 
| stallation of six transmitters pres- 
ently planned, plus the necessary 
equipment required to get video 
operating here. Sir Ernest Fisk, 
who formerly headed Amalgama- 
ted Wireless Down Under, and is 
now with EMI, was recently in this 
sector for conferences on video. 

Ray Allsop, local radio engineer, 
'is attached to EMI and is presently 
| visiting London for confabs with 
‘his principals on the Aussie video 
setup. The Ben J. Chifley Labor 
Cabinet it’s understood, will give 
its blessing to the EMI tender, al- 
though there’s a_ possibility that 
some equipment may come from 
the U. S. if the dollar problem can 
be licked. 

Government announced today 
(15) that the operation of FM in 
Australia would be under the con- 
trél of the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission and excludes its use 
from commercial stations. Non- 
governmental radio interests de- 
scribed the action as a socializa- 
tion of the airwaves. Commercial 
men will also fight against this 
monopoly. 

Understanding here as that the 
government will unbend on dollars 
‘for the purchase of necessary 
equipment to get’ FM underway 
via U. S. purchases, including a 
| limited number of sets. 


Earthquake Upsets Ars. 
Cast, Crew on Location; 
Emelco in Swiss Distribs 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 12. 








SINCCA Studios’ cast and 
camera crews, on location in the 
mountainous regions of Jujuy 


province, making shots for “Nace 
la Libertad’ (“Freedom Is Born’’), 
an historical opus, were shaken up 
when a severe earhtquake hit that 
region. Earthquake was felt in 
the early hours and the SINCCA 
cast, together with most of the 
population of Jujuy city, rushed 
to the city cathedral, where the 
archbishop led a mass_ prayer 
meeting until all danger was past. 

Armando Bo and Jerry Gomez, 
directors of “Ragged Football” 
(“Pelota de Trapo’’), low-budget, 
hit picture of the year, are leaving 
for the U. S. where they'll shoot 
scenes for their next sports epic, 
“His Last Fight,’ which has box- 
ing as it’s.theme. 

Emelco Studios have lined up 
distribution for its pix in Switzer- 
land, with ‘White Horse Inn’ ’and 
“The Portrait” representing Ar- 
gentine pix to be shown for the 
first time in that country. 

Italian pix producer and exhibi- 
tor Miguel Scalera visited San 
Miguel Studios, accompanied by 
ex-entertainment czar Alfredo 
Bolognese. Scalera is understood 
to be looking over the ground with 
a view to making pictures locally. 





WAR DIMOUTS IN CAN. 
BECAUSE OF DROUGHT 


Toronto, Sept. 21. 
| Theatre marquee wartime dim- 
outs have been ordered by the 
government to conserve electricity 
power shortages caused by a con- 
sistent summer drought. Measure 
is immediately effective and came 
as a surprise, although measure 
was expected to be announced 
some time in November. 

Penalty will mean $500 a day 
for non-observance. Dimout will 
last till next Spring. 





Arrau in Mex Pix 


Mexico City, Sept. 21. 

Claudio Arrau, Chilean pianist, 
has. been inked by Samuel Alaz- 
raki to play the lead in a pic he 
will start in May. 

Pic. which will have an English 
and Spanish version, will be a 
story of the pianist when he gave- 
concerts in Mexico. 

Marco Aurelio Galindo is doing 
, the script. 
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DAY AFTER DAY rl | : TODAY 
‘THE HEADLINES SAY: THE HEADLINES SAY: 





17,838 THEATRES PARTICIPATING IN 


Paramount Week. 


gm. SET ALL-TIME INDUSTRY HIGH! 





Thank you, Paramount customers, for making possible this major 
booking achievement in motion picture history. In 1947 our trademark was on 17,009 
screens during PARAMOUNT WEEK-—a record up to that time. Now this figure has 
been exceeded by PARAMOUNT WEEK of 1948. 


We congratulate you on the effective showmanship you put behind 
our special PARAMOUNT WEEK attraction, ‘Beyond Glory” starring Alan Ladd and 
Donna Reed which, in big and small situations, has now overwhelmingly established itself 


as the leading Ladd grosser in the last two years. 


The resounding success of PARAMOUNT WEEK is happy 
evidence of our mutual friendship and esteem. Now we promise that your record-setting 
vote of confidence will be answered with product of unusual excellence for the balance of 
the year. Typical is “Sorry, Wrong Number” which at its premiere engagement is topping 


every attraction but one since the N. Y. Paramount opened its doors in 1926. 


In addition, telegrams from key cities— following sneak previews of 
“Miss Tatlock’s Millions” —indicate that, on the evidence of audience reaction, this will be 


one of the strongest releases this company has ever scheduled for Thanksgiving business. 


Again to all our friends who participated in PARAMOUNT 
WEEK, we repeat our appreciation and thanks, 


~PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
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N.Y. Collarites Now 


Backed up against the wall bye 
he majors refusal to negotiate 
new contracts, CIO whitecollarite 
suilds in New York homeoftfices 
are mobilizing national support 
from both AFL and CIO unions to 
put a counter-squeeze on the coimn- 
panies via theatre boycotts. Kick- 
ff demonstration of labor support 
will be held shortly via mass picket 
lines in front of theatres in 10 key 
‘ities According to the h.o 
unions’ plans, the campaign will 
ultimately be extended to 200 ma- 
jor cities 

Threat of a_ strike, however, 
when contracts of the Screen Pub- 
icists Guild and Screen Office & 
*’rofessional Employees Guliid ex- 


xire Monday (27), receded as the 
teadiine nears Jeff Livingston, 
3PG prexy, admitted that the 


mions were not in a position to 
valk out at this point. Livingston 
nd SOPEG prexy Sidney Young 
aid. however, that strike action 
‘ould not completely be ruled out 
f the companies persist in vetoing 
1ew negotiations. 

The major companies, with the 
‘xception of Eagle Lion, which is 
lready bargaining with SPG, are 
showing no sign, meanwhile, of re- 
neging on their declaration of 
wo weeks ago that there would be 
10 negotiations with the unions’ 
signing of the non-Communist af- 


fidavits as required under the Taft- | points up the fact that Col is find- | 


ifartley law. 
Public Support 
Immediate strategy of the white- 
eellarite guilds will be aimed aft 
enlisting public support behind 
‘heir side of the conflict. After | 
present contract restrictions are | 
dissolved next week, SPG and) 
SOPEG plan holding mass picket 
-ines before Broadway theatres and 


Cool to Strike, 





Rivoli-Rockne Case 
Dropped Vs. Majors 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Rivoli-Rockne nabe theatres an- 
ti-trust suits against the major 
theatres chain here, Balaban & 
Katz. the Essaness theatre and the 
leading distributors, for $900,000, 
were dropped last week in Chi 
federal district court. Judges 


Michael Igoe and Phillip Sullivan 
awarded no monies except lawyer 
fees. Film companies have offered 


houses first-run bidding privileges | 


against leading Essaness and B&K 
locations. 

Twin suits were instituted last 
spring and followed the pattern of 
the Jackson Park case, involving 
discriminatory bookings and other 
monopolistic practices. 


Bread & Butter 
Pix Best Entries 


Columbia Pictures’ inking of a 
new seven-year releasing pact with 
Gene Autry productions last week 


ing its bread-and-butter mainstays 
in its regular pix series. such as 


the Autry oaters and the “Blondie” | 


and “Boston Blackie” cycles. These 


consistent grossers with substan- 


e|tial profits accruing over the mod-j| addition, 


erate production costs. 
Autry’s first 
now in release, 


two Columbia pix 
“The Last Round- 


Realart’s 1st Nat'l Meet — 


Marking a successful year ol 
up its first national convention at 
Warwick hotel, N.Y., tomorrow 
‘Thurs.). Meet started Monday ‘20 
with Budd Rogers, sales chief, an- 
|nouncing new product lineup. 

With a big backlog of Universal 
oldies acquired in a $3,250,000 deal, 
_Realart in its first 12 months re- 
|issued 48 features through ! 
,chise holders plus 35 features, 24 
|westerns and four serials through 
|other channels. Toppers at gather- 
ling included Paul 
itroit, prexy; Jack Broder, of L.A. 
|veepee; Joseph Harris, board chair- 
|}man and treasurer. 





‘Assure Rogers San 
| To Continue at Variety 


Club Fete to Marshall 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Assurance that the Wiil Rogers 
| Memorial Hospital at Lake Saranac 
would be continued as a show biz 
| institution was given past weekend 
when the Variety § International 
|agreed to finance and maintain the 
| institution. Decision was made at 
the mid-year conference of na- 
tional officers and canvassmen 
which was climaxed Saturday night 


(18) with the presentation of the | 
to | 


jannual Humanitarian Award 
| Secretary of State George C. Mar- 
shall, who flew to Paris next morn- 
ing. More than 600 were at the 
dinner to Marshall. 

Tackling of the hospital chore 
followed assurances that it would 
receive substantial support from 


j 
| 


' ° . * ° ee j 
; . the big: film companies in raising 
|pix have been the company’s most } 


the $175,000 annually needed 
l run the institution at capacity. In 
another $50,000 to 
$100,000 will have to be found to 
; put the plant into first-class shape. 
lA predicted fight over taking ort 


to 


nomeoftices with leaflet and news- up” and “The Strawberry Roan,”’|the burden completely failed to 
paper ad campaigns as auxiliary are slated to hit over the $800,000 materialize. 


weapons. A joint SPG-SOPEG | 
publicity warfare committee, head- 
ed by United Artists flack Leon 
Roth, has been set up to direct the 


drive. 
The other wing of h.o. union 
front, Local H-63, International 


Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovees, also ran into trouble at 
Universal over new pact negotia- 
tions but avoided a walkout after 
intervention by IATSE prexy Rich- 
ard F. Walsh. New confabs_ be- 
tween union and company are slat- 
ed for Friday (24) with Joe Bas- 
sen and James Rogers acting as 
Walsh's reps at the talks. 
Seitlement of the dispute be- 
tween H-63 and SOPEG over juris- 
diction of the UA chapter is set , 
fer Tuesday (28) when the National 
Labor Relations Board will hold 


a collective bargaining election. | 


Hitch for SOPEG, however, is that > 
it will not be represented on the 
election ballot due to its failure 
te comply with the T-H law. 














Skouras Deals 


Continued from page 9 =e 





‘ 
ae 
——— 
Ambassador Investment Co., a sub- 
.idiary of the Ambassador Building 
Corp. 

James Arthur. president of F&M 
Service Corp., said his company 
nad purchased this 52° interest 
which, with its previous holdings. 
now gives F&M 95° of the amuse- 
ment company. 

F&M had been managing the 
amusement company under con- 
tract and also had been operating 
the Ambassador and Missouri, de- 
luxers, under leases which had ex- 
pired but had been extended trom 
month to month on a temporary 
basis. When the lease expired on 
the consummation of the bond deal 
the 25-year pact was signed As 
part of the deal Harry Arthur sold 
his interests in the Ambassador 
and Missouri buildings to the 
Skourases, receiving the same price 
as puid to other stockholders. 

The financial terms of the 
vear lease on the Ambassador and 
Missouri theatres were not dis- 
closed. In addition to the Ambas- 
sador and Missouri, and the 
Amusement Co., F&M also oper- 
ates the St. Louis, a 4,000-seate: 
in midtown, and also has a lease to 
operate the New Grand Central. 
dark for almost a decade. 

In addition, execs of F&M, 
independents, operate the Shubert, 
a former legit house of 1,500 seats. 
also in midtown. The new deal 
gives F&M a commanding hold 
the St. Louis motion picture exhibi- 
tion field. 


25- 


as 


in 


on the basis of initial re- 
With each pic costing a 
more than $250,000 apiece, 


mark 
turns. 
little 


Columbia and Autry are figured to | 


them 
de- 


between 
costs are 


slice a fat profit 
after distributi6n 
ducted. 

New seven-year deal ealls for a 
series of six westerners each year 
to be produced by Armand Schaef- 
fer in Columbia’s new Monochrome 
process. Pact was worked out in 
Chicago last week between Colum- 
bia execs, Autry and Mitchell Ham- 
ilburg, vice-prexy and treasurer of 
the Autry company. Production 
under the deal will start rolling in 
the next couple of months. 





20TH-FOX TELE PRODS. 
TO PACKAGE TV SHOWS 


Albany, Sept. 21. 

Twentieth-Fox has taken its first 
official step into television film 
package production. Company has 
filed a New York charter here for 
a subsid outfit tagged Twentieth 
Century-Fox Television Produc- 
tions, Ine. Charter declares the 
unit is formed to engage in tele 
business and produce and market 
tele programs. 

All of the stock. consisting of 100 
shares, no par value, has been ac- 
quired by 20th for $5,000, giving 
it 100° ownership. 





WB Asks Supreme Ct. 
To Layoff Leslie Case 
Washington, Sept. 21. 


The Supreme Court was asked } 


last week by Warner Bros. not to 
intervene in the WB contract row 
with Joan Leslie but let the ruling 
of the California courts. stand. 
Warners argued that no Federal 
question was involved and that the 
matter had not been exhausted in 
the state courts of California. 
Warners filed a response to a 
recent petition by Muss Leslie ask- 
ing that the Supreme Colrt issue a 
writ of certiorari. Warners is seek- 
ing to hold her to a contract made 
when the actress was 17 and which 
she disavowed upon reaching 21. 
Her brief charged that a California 
statute of 1947. limiting the rights 
of minors to break contracts, was 
passed after she won her case in 
the lower court. She alleges that 
this statute caused the California 
Supreme Court to reverse the trial 
court and find in favor of Warners. 
The Warner reply savs this was 


not so. It claims that the Cali-| 
fornia high court acted under an 
earlier law and did not consider 


the 1947 legislation. 


to shoulder the burden came from 
| Nathan D. Golden, head of the mo- 
tion picture division of the U. S. 
|; Department of Commerce and 


| former Chief Barker of the D. C. | 
the | 


'Tent, who was chairman of 
mid-winter conclave arrangements. 
| Golden made his motion at a lunch- 
|}eon following 


|lumbia; Charles M. Reagan, of 
| Paramount; Robert Mochrie, of 
'RKO; and William Rodgers, of 
| Metro. 


| 
| One feeling among the delegates 
was that the hospital job would 
probably result in Bob O'Donnell 
agreeing to take another term as 
International Chief Barker. Earlier 
O'Donnell had served notice that 
he wanted to quit at the end of this 
term. However, there is now a 
definite drive under way to main- 
|tain him in his present spot so that 
ihe will be able to superintend the 
| fund-raising for the hospital. 

| 








-Farnol Expands His 
N.Y. Goldwyn Flackery 


immediate future and a tremen- 
dous Campaign planned to build up 


a new, young star, Samuel Gold- 
wyn's New York press department 
added two members this” week. 
They are Philip Miles, who joins 
the staff of pub-ad chief Lynn Far- 
‘nol to handle exploitation, and 
Arthur Block, who will do pub- 
licity. 


Miles, who takes the job former- 
ly held by William Ruder, moves 
over from Allan Meltzer’s New 
| York flackery, while Block, who 
replaces George Weissman, was in 
Universal's homeoffice publicity 
department. Marion Sawyer’ has 
been upped to publicity assistant; 
Martin Davis has been promoted to 


the No. 2 exploitation spot, and 
Ruth Cosgrove will continue radio 
and music exploitation of the 
forthcoming “Song Is Born.” 

in addition to “Song.” Farnol’s 
staff will prepare for distribution 


of “Enchantment,” which Goldwyn 
will release in New York and Los 
Angeles before Christmas to make 
it eligible as an Academy award 
contender. Big-scale buildup is 
also being planned for 14-year-old 
Joan Evans ‘nee Eunson), unknown 
whom the producer signed a couple 
weeks ago for the principal role in 
“Roseanna McCoy,” to be released 
;next spring. She's already set for 
,a Life cover and yarns in Amer- 
ican Magazine and Woman's Home 
Companion. She's the daughter of 
Dale Eunson, author, and one of 
| Cosmopolitan’s editors. 


|operation, Realart Pictures winds | 


But Threaten Boycott Campaign 


fran- | 


Broder, of De- | 


| Motion for Variety International | 
| 


save-the-hospital | 
| pitches by Abe Montague, of Co- | 


With two films to handle in the | 











UA-Kramer 
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the 


re 


UA’s cash to guarantee 
| mainder. . 

This is the first time that a dis- 
‘trib has guaranteed a producers 
loan by a deposit of cash. It re 
| sults from the Bank of Americas 
| new policy of demanding that an 
} 
| 


adequate warranty of the last 25° ° 
lof its loans—on which a ceiling of 
' 60° total budget has been placed 
|—-be put up. 

Some UA directors have been 
disturbed by reports that Kramer 
will be paying interest to the bank 
on the entire 60° loan. That would 
mean the institution getting 
double interest on part of it, since 
it has UA’s $90,000 to use. Accord- 
ing to UA exec, however, Kramer 
will be paying interest only on a 
45°> ($270,000) loan. 

Advantage to the company 
that it remains in first payoff posi- 
tion with the bank and ahead of 
the second money, so there is much 
less risk than if it were just making 
a straight loan to the producer. 
Second money is being advanced to 
'Kramer by the Stillman interests, 
of Florida. A member of the fam- 
ily, Robert Stillman, has been 
isigned as associate producer and 
assistant director of the next film, 
“Champion.” 


1S 


is 


Completion of the financing ar- 
rangement with UA has permitted 
readying for ink of Screenplays’ 
new distribution contract. 

It is the UA_ standard form 
agreement and calls for five pix. 
Initialer is expected to go before 
the cameras in October. Kirk Doug- 
las has been pacted for the lead 
It will be the second Ring Lardner 
varn picturized by the Screenplays 
unit, in which fermer Coast pub- 
licity man, George Glass, is part- 
nered with Kramer. 


Kramer Seeks to Clear 
| Verne ‘World’ With Korda 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Stanley Kramer is negotiating 
with Sir Alexander Korda for 
| clearance on the filming rights to 
ithe Jules Verne novel, “Around 
the World in 80 Days.” 

Story is in public domain in this 
| country but Korda holds the Euro- 
| pean rights, which would interfere 
with worldwide distribution, 





33 Ticket Mirs. Named 
: In Price-Fixing Rap 


‘Washington, Sept. 21. 

Thirty - three manufacturers of 
tickets, ‘dncluding entertainment 
tickets, and six trade associations 
were ordered over the weekend to 
end 
spiracy. 

Handling down the order follow- 
| ing several months of investigation, 
{the Federal Trade Commission said 
ithat the answers filed by most of 
|the companies to the original FTC 
power admitted, “with certain 
qualifications, all of the material 
allegations of the complaint” and 
waived hearings. 

The firms included the largest in 
the field, including such large out- 
fits as Globe Ticket Co., of Phila- 
| delphia; Hancock Bros., San Fran- 
cisco; International Ticket Co., of 
Newark; National Ticket Co.. 
| Shamokin, ete. 
| Included in the trade groups was 

the Amusement Ticket Manufac- 
j turers Assn., as well as others in 
j(he clothing and transportation 
field. 

The firms produce tickets used 
by theatres, bath houses, swimming 
pools, horse and dog shows, races. 
fairs, carnivals, games, restaurants. 
cafes, hotels, clubs, ete. 





| 
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other couldn't come to terms with 
the distrib. There was generally 
a time lag until this coincidence 
occurred. 

Playing in opposition to “Bish- 
,op’s Wife” in Michigan Co-op 
houses last week was “Gone With 
the Wind,” which has never be- 
fore played the booking-buying 
combine’s theatres, although it did 
play UDT. Fact that the David O. 
Selznick classic hadn't been seen 
previously by a great majority of 
Detroiters, although originally re- 
leased in 1939 and reissued by 
Metro three times since then, 
claimed by SIMPP to be one 
the fruits of the practices 
| plained of in the motor city. 


is 
of 
com- 


an alleged price-fixing con- | 


2th's Policy On 
B’s Is Subject To 
Individual Deals 


Fate of the current crop of indie 


producers releasing B films 
through 20th-Fox is still undeter- 


mined and was not discussed at the 
company’s sales meet on the Coast 
last week. 

Assistant 20th sales manager 
William C. Gehring declared on his 
return to the homeoffice Monday 
(20) that the subject is one for in- 
dividual settlement with each pro- 
ducer concerned, Exact number 
of films 20th will release from out- 
side sources, consequently, is still 
indefinite but Gehring stated defi- 
nitely that there will be fewer B's 
in 1949 than there were this vear. 
Produet statement released during 
the meet, incidentally, listed only 


two—one from Nat Holt and one 
from Edward L. Alperson. 
Twentieth studios won't enter 


into any extensive production of B 
films either, Gehring said, adding 
the company will stick to the an- 
nounced schedule of 30 films dur- 
ing the year. He declared: “We 
probably won’t have commitments 
with as many B producers next 
year, but we'll always be ready to 
release the right sort of picture 
from any and all producers.” 

Twentieth production plans, an- 
nounced to delegates at the confab 
by sales chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
include seven pictures to be lensed 
in Technicolor and one in Cine- 
color. Of the total of 32, 20 either 
have already been delivered to ex-. 
changes or are ready for delivery. 
Other 12 are primed for produc- 
tion. Fact that so many are al- 
ready in the can has made it pos- 
sible for 20th-to- offer availability 
dates on the entere season's prod- 
uct at one time. 

It’s still indefinite whether 20th 
will go ahead with the schedule of 
12 foreign productions announced 
in Paris by production veepee 
Darryl! F. Zanuck, or limit its pie- 
ture-making abroad to the six an- 
nounced by Zanuck upon his return 
to the U. S. reeently. Production 
schedule, announced by Smith, 
listed three films for foreign coun- 
tries, with the added note that 
others would also be made. 

Five pictures to be produced per- 
sonally by Zanuck will be released 
during 1949. These include “Snake 
Pit,” scheduled to preem Nov. 4 at 
the Rivoli, N. Y¥.; “Snow of Kili- 
manjaro,” “Lydia Bailey” “Black 
Rose” and “Unseen Harbor.” 





Whitmore’s New Post 

Will Whitmore, vet ad-publicity 
executive for Western Electric for 
years and ad manager since 1945, 
is the new radio advertising mana- 
ger of American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. Electrical engineer- 
ing school student at Texas U and 
Northwestern U grad, he was a 
newspaper reporter and in trade 
field until joing W. E. in 1929. 
_W. M. Reynolds, WE publica- 
tions manager, takes over the com- 
pany 's advertising job. 














| 
| 


will be held in Cincinnati, Chicago 
and San Francisco. 
; 20th’s Plans 

Disclosure of 20th-Fox's plans 
was made by salesmanager Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., last week Company 
has 20 films already completed or 
ready for delivery and 12 ready for 
production. There will be 32 top- 
budgeters released, Smith said. be- 
tween now and November. 1949. 

Total of 28 features and two 
serials will be released by Republie 
during the six month period be- 
ginning Oct. 1 = and extending 
through April 1, 1949, James R. 
Grainger, company sales and dis- 
tribution chief, revealed over the 
weekend. Of this amount. 22 of 
the 28 features will be new prod- 
uct W hile the remainder comprises 
SIX reissues. One of the two 
serials will also be a re-release. 

This is the first time in the or- 
ganization’s history that it has been 
able to name releases so far in ad- 
vance. Grainger reported. Some 
90° of the films are completed 
With. the balance due for windup 
Within the next 60 days. October 
lineup includes five, Starting off 
with Charles K. Feldman’'s “Moon- 
aise” and Orson Welles’ “Macbeth.” 


Releases Set 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 11) 


(Indie) and “Magnificent Brute” 
(indie) treissues), $7.800. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and 
“\lusie Man” (Mono). Socko $24.- 
000 or over. Last week “Beyond 
Glory” (Par) and “Big Town Scan- 
dal” (Mono) (2d wk), stout $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
“Canon City” (EL) (3d wk). Okay 
$14.000 in 10 days. Last week, fine 
$12.500. 

Orpheum (‘Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85—“Walk Crooked Mile” ‘Col) 
and “Triple Threat” ‘Col). Great 
$22,000. Last week, “Peabody Mer- 
maid” (U) and “Lady Midnight’ 
(EL) good $15,700. 

United Artists (‘S. Corwin) (1,207; 
55-85) — “Hollow Triumph” (EL) 
(2d wk). Down to $7,000 or near. 
Last week, okay $9,000. 

Stagedeer (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85\—“Great Mr. Handel” (Indie) | 
and “Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) (2d wk) | 
‘reissue). Fine $2,200. Last week, | 
good $2,800. 


‘House’ Solid $13,500, 
Seattle: ‘Amber’ $7,500 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 

Undertone of show biz is a bit 
better here as fall season starts. 
For one thing Boeing strike has| 
ended. New upped scale apparent- | 
ly is being accepted. ‘“Blandings | 
Dream House” loeks_ standout 
with bangup stanza. ‘Forever 
Amber” shapes very mild at Mu- 
sic Hall. 

Estiinates for This Week 
Blue Mouse ‘H-E) (800; 50-84) 
— ‘Two Guys Texas” (WB) and 
“Embraceable You” (WB) (3d wk) 
Good $4.000 Last week, ‘Babe 
Ruth’ ‘Mono) and “Musie Man” 
(Mono) ‘3d wk), excellent $5.200 
in nine Gays. 

Fifth Avenue (‘H-E) ‘2,200; 50- 
&4)—"Blandings Dream_ louse” 
SRO) and “Money Madness” 
(EL). Bangup $13.500. Last week, 
“Luck of Irish” (20th) and “Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th), nice $9.900 
in eight days. 

Liberty (Ind) (1.650; (50-84) 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) ‘6th wk) 
Okay $6,000 after good $6.800 last 
session. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850: 50-84) 
“Luck of Irish” (20th) and ‘**Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th) (m.o.). Fair 
$3.500. Last week, “Father” (WB) 
and “Wallflower” (WB) ‘m.o.), 
good $4.400 in 8 days. 

Music Hall +H-E) (2.200: 50-84) 
—‘Forever Amber” (20th) and 
“Blonde Ice” (FC). Very mild §$7.- 
500. Last week. “Foreign Affair” 
‘Par) and “Big Town Scandal” 
(Par) (2d wki. $6,200. 

Orpheum ‘(H-E) (2.600; 56-84)— 
“Time of Life’? (UA) and “Devil's 
Cargo” ‘FC). Passable  $9.500. 
Last week “Two Guys Texas” 
(WB) and “Embraceable” ‘(WB 
(2d wk). good $7.400. 

Palomaf (Sterling) (1.350: 50- 
84)—"*Moonrise” (Rep) and “Rid- 
ing Caliiornia Trail” (Rep). Okay 
$6.000, or under. Last 
“Drums” «FC) and “Four Feath- 
ers’ (FC) (reissues) (2d wk). 
$3.700. 

Paramount (‘H-E) (3.039: 50-84) 
—"Tap Roots” (U) and “Killed 
‘Doc’ Robbin” (UA). Disappoint- 
ing $9.000 or near. Last 
“Bevond Glorv” (Par) and “Fa- 
ther Dunne” (RKO) (2d wk), slow 
$5.500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—'Gaslizht Follies” (Indie) and 
“Son of Sheik” (FC) ‘reissues). 
Good $4.000. Last week. “Lost 
Weekend” (Par) and ‘Each’ His 
Own” (Par) (reissues). $3.900. 








MONTREAL 


Continued from page 11) 
Solid $18,000 after record-breaking 
first week at $26.500. 

Capitol ‘C. T.) (2.412: 34-60) 
“Silver River” (WB). Big $17,000. 
Last week, “Hazard” (Par). okay 
$11,000. 

Palace ‘C. T.) (2.625: 34-60) 
“Central Park’ (U). Fair $13,000. 
Last week, “Big Clock” (Par) (2d 
wk). $10.500. 

Princess (C. T.) (2.131: 34-60)- 
“Kev Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Light 
$11.000 after sock $17.700 first 
week, 

Imperial (C. T.) (1.839: 26-45) 
*“\leet Me at Dawn” (20th). Slow 
$6.000. Last week. “Furnace 
Creek” (‘2Q@th) and “Give Regards 
Broadway” (20th) (reissues). $5,700 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1.040; 26-45)- 
“Girl Tisa” (WB) and “Lighthouse” 
‘WB). Thin $3,500. Last week. “Big 
Punch” ‘WB? and “Daredevils 
Clouds” (Col), $4,200. 


week | 


week, | 


Det. Better; ‘Babe Ruth’ 


fall’ (UA) and “I Surrender, Dear” 
(Col), $21,000. 

Paramount (MP) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Northwest Stampede” (EL) and 
“The Spiritualist” (EL). Nice $14,- 
000 or over. Last week, “Dream 
Girl” (Par) and “Return of Wiild- 
fire’ (SG), $12,000. : 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 





Wham $29,000, ‘Affair’ 
Hot 206, ‘Stampede’ 226 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 
New film bills and a gradual 
return of workers to the auto 
plants are giving biz a long-needed 
lift here this stanzal “The Babe 
Ruth Story” at 


looks ~siandout with “Northwest 


|Stampede” at Fox next best 
'“Foreign Affair” at United Artists | 


} 
t 


Palms - State | 


also is very strong. “Tap Roots” | 


shapes excellent at Adams. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1.740; 70-95) 


|—"Tap Roots” (U). Excellent $12.- 


; 


000. Last week, “Easter Parade,” | 


(M-G) (9th wk), $5,000. 

Art-Cinema (Marten) (459; 60- 
90:}—“*Anna Karenina” (20th) (3d 
wk). Very good $4,000 compared 
to $5.000 second stanza. 


|) (Rep). 
Last week, “Date with Judy” (M-G) 


Broadway - Capitol (United - De-| we Mate Wi ie ; ' ! 
troit) (3.300: 70-95) — “Foréver| and “Lightnin’ in Forest (Rep) (5 | moniker in New York last spring and not only did brutal biz, but got 


Amber” (20th) and ‘Shanghai 
Chest” (Mono). Fair $1000. Last 
week, “Happened One Night” 
Col) and “Doctor Takes Wife” 
‘Ca)) ‘reissues), $7,000. 





| $6,000. 


“Luxury Liner” (M-G) and “Gen- 


| tleman from Nowhere” (Col). Good 


$13,000. Last week, “Pitfall” (UA) 
and “I Surrender, Dear” (Col), 
$12,000. 





“A&C” PACES PORT. 


$19,000; ‘2 GUYS’ 146 


Portiand, Ore., Sept. 21. 
“Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein,” at Broadway is tops 
this week. “Two Guys from 


, Texas” at Paramount and Oriental, 'star Victor Mature, on the €over 


also looks fine. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) ‘1.832; 50-85) 
—‘Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- 
stein? (UI) and “I, Jane Doe” 
Terrific $19,000 or near. 


days) (3d wk), terrific $8,000. 
Mayfair ‘Parker) (1.500; 50-85)— 
“Feudin’, Fussfn” (U) and “Man- 
Eaters of Kumaon” (U). Big 
» Last week, “Gung Ho” 


Dewntown (Balaban) (2,863; 70-|(FC) and “Eagle Squadron” (FC) 


95) — “Abbott - Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U) and “‘Wouldn’t 
| Be in Shoes” ‘Mono) (2d wk) 


Satisfactory $9,000 after very good 
$12,000 opner. 

Fox ‘Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95)—"‘Northwest Stampede” ‘EL) 
and “Fighting Back” (20th). Nice 
$22,000 or over. Last week, 
“Luck of Irish” (20th) and “The 
Creeper’ (20th). $27,000. 

Michigan (‘U-D) (4,089: 70-95)— 


“Date With Judy’ ‘(M-G) and 
“Daredevils of Clouds” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Okay $17,000 compared 


to nice $30,000 first stanza. 

Palm-State ‘U-D) (2.716: 70-95) 
/_—‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and 
“Music Man” ‘Mono.). Socko $29.- 
000. Last week, “Two Guys Tex- 
as” (WB) and “Money Madness” 
(FC) (2d wk), fair $10,000. 

United Artists (‘U-D) (2.976: 70- 


95)—“Foreign Affair” (‘Par’) and 
i; “Shagey” (Par). Hefty $20,000 
Last eek. “Dream Girl” (Par) 


and “Devil's Cargo” ‘FC) (2d wk).} 


$13,000. 


‘Judy’ Robust $21,000, 


Kansas City, Sept. 21. 

New films are crowding the 
town and giving the whole lineup 
a lift this week. “Date with Judy” 
at Midland is easily leader with a 
sock total. “Rachel and Stranger” 
at RNO Orpheum is sturdy and 
“Two Guys from Texas” at Para- 
mount will do equally well. 
Weather has turned out unseason- 
'ably warm and continues to hit 90 
degrees daily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest: ‘820: 45- 
65)—"Buck Privates” (FC) and 
“South of Tahiti’ (FC) (reissues). 


Lethargic $2,700 in 5 davs. last) 


week. “Badlands of Dakota” (Indie) 
and “Trail Vigilantes” (Indie) ‘re- 
issues!, $3,000 in 5 davs. ® 
Midland ‘Loew's? (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Date with Judv’ (t(M-G) = and 
“Money Madness’ (FC). Big 
$21,000. and holdover. Last week, 
“Red River” (UA) and “Blonde 
Ice” (FC) (2d wk!, sturdy $13,000. 


“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) and 
“Shanghai Chest’™:Mono) rushed in 
to test Mitchum reaction. and looks 
solid $15,000 or over. Last week. 
“Good Sam” (RKO) and *Drag- 
net’ (SG) (2d wk), $12.000. 

Paramount (Par) ‘1.900; 45-65)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB). Fat 
$15,000, Jack Carson name always 
being good for plav here. Last 
week. “Bevond Glory” (Par) (2d 
i wk?, $9.000. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) ‘900: 45-65:'— 
“Canon City” (EL) (2d wk). Mod- 
erately good $3.000 or near. Last 
week, nifty $4,500. 

Tower—U ptown—Fairway (Fox 
Midwest: ¢2.100. 2.043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (U). Drab 
$9.000 in 6 days. Last week, “Tap 
Roots” (U), nice $18.000. 


BOSTON 


Continued from page 13) 
Roots’ ‘U) and “Shed No Tears” 


| $3,000. 


(reissues), huge $10,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Foreign Affair’ (Par) and ‘Key 
Witness” ‘Par) (2d wk) (m.o.). Fine 
Last week, $4,600. 


' Oriental ‘H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 


“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and “The 
Big Punch” (WB), day-date with 
Paramount. Fine $4,500. Last 
week, “Bevond Glory” (Par) and 
“Shaggy” (Par), $4,200. 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Drums” 
| Feathers” ‘Indie)- (reissues) (6 
'davs). So-so $6.500. Last week, 
“Lueck of Irish” (20th and “An- 
gel’s Alley” ‘Mono), $10,600. 

Paramount ‘H-E) (3.400; 50-85)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB?) and “The 
Big Punch” (WB), also Oriental. 
Fine $9,500 or better. Last week, 
“Beyond Glory” ‘Par) and “Shag- 
gv" (Par), $9,700. 

Playhouse ‘(II-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
i “Lueck of Irish” (20th) and “Angel's 
Alley” (Mono) ‘m.o.). Okay $2,500 
Last week, “Life With Father” 
(WB) and “Sainted Sisters” (Par) 
m.o.). big $3,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 


K.C.; ‘Rachel’ Lush 15, wii. excetient $6100. ‘Last week. 


‘) 
| $8,500 





“2 Guys’ Great $10,000, 
L’ ville; ‘Roots’ Oke 136 


Louisville, Sept. 21. 

Now that State Fair is over, biz 
was expected to perk but it is cur- 
rently only spotty. “Two Guys 
Texas” at Mary Anderson is ‘giving 
that house a big session. “Tap 
Roots” at Rialto looks nice. ‘Para- 
dine Case” shapes trim at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (‘Fourth Avenue) (1.200; 
45-65'—"'Return Bad Men” (RKO) 
and “You I Die” ‘(FC) (2d) wk). 
Saggy $3,000. Last week, “Bevond 
Glorv” (Par) and “Shaggy” (Par) 
1m.o.), $4,500. 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘Fort Apache’ ‘RKO) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Neat $3,400. Last 
week, “Miracle of Bells” (RKO) 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— | and “Black Bart” ‘U). $3.000. 


Mary Andersen | People’s) (1.000: 
45-65)— Two Guys Texas” (WB). 
Best here since “Key Largo.” (WB) 
at big $10,000 or near. Last week. 
_ “Central Park” +U), dim $4,000. 

National (Standard) (2.400: 60- 
85)—"King of Gamblers’ (Rep) 
and Horace Heidt New Stars on 
Parade on stage. Looks fine $10.- 
000. Last week. “Letter Unknown 
Woman” (U) and “Stepchild” +U), 
$5.000. 

Rialto (FA) (3.400; 45-65)—*'Tap 
Roots” (U). Nice $§13.000. Last 
week, “Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“Winners Circle” (20) very thin 
$8.500. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3.000: 45-65) 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) and “I 
Surrender Dear” (Col). Trim $12.- 
000. Last week, “Date With Judy” 
M-G), $18,000. 

Strand «‘FA) (1.000; 45-65) — 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and ‘Fight- 
ing Back’ (20th). Sleepy $4.000 
Last week. “Return Bad Men” 
(RKO? and “For You I Die” ‘ FC), 


(EL) (3d wk), fine $15,000 in 6 days. socko $8.000. 


Me‘roepolitan (MP) (4.387: 40-80) 

He \ of Irish” (20th) and “Gay 
Inti s” (20th). Okay $23.000. 
Last k. “Bevond Glory” (Par) 
and “Aiuste Man” (Mono) (2d wk). 

$16.500 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (3.000: 40-80)— 

| ‘Luxury Liner’ (M-G) and “A 
} Gentleman from Nowhere” (Col). 
Average $20,000. Last week, “Pit- 





? 
306-Car lewa Drive-In 
Des Moines. 
A new drive-in, the Lakeland 
opened a mile north of Milford, 
la. H. A. Parrott, owner of Strand 
at Maford, is the builder. Accom- 


odates 300 autos and has 400 chairs Cl a 25‘ interest in the company 
{for $100,000. In addition, it is tak- 


in tront. 





a * ‘ 
Inside Stufl—Pictures 
United Artists’ press chief Al Tamarin pointed out last week that 
“publicity stills, like the pictures they sell, run in cycles.” He exhibited 
a collection of stills from four different films, each depicting a male 
player in the pie whacking the derriere of a comely femme who is 
stretched across his knees. Scenes are from ‘Fuller Brush Man” ‘Col), 
with Red Skelton using a hairbrush on Janet Blair; “So This Is New 
York” (UA), with Henry Morgan doing the honors on Dona Drake: 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) with Edward Arnold flailing Mona Freeman, and 
“My Dear Secretary” (UA), with Kirk Douglas paddling Laraine Day. 
Tamarin ‘whose wife is in medical school, studying psychiatry) pinned 





Indie) and “Four, 


'a note to the still collection advising: “Get your neighborhood psychi- 
| atrist to explain what is so highly risible about a young lady getting a 
| paddling. Meanwhile, don't believe everything you see in the movies 
| and try this treatment on your wife and girl friend. You might get 
hurt, bub!” 
| ————EEEE 

Number of title changes made by 20th-Fox for its forthcoming “Cry 
of the City” ‘final title) has negated an exploitation tiein worked out 
| by the company with Pocket Books. Film was originally to have been 
named “The Chair and Martin Rome.” PB went ahead on that to 
| publish a special edition featuring scenes from the picture, including 


Title was subsequently changed to just “Martin Rome,” later be- 
| coming “Cry of the City.” PB has printed its usual quota for the first 
printing which means that any change in its book title will have to 
await a sellout of that edition. 


| 


| Another evidence of the difference a title makes is seen in the French 
import ‘originally labeled “Voyage Surprise.” Pic opened under that 





| poor newspaper reviews. It recently opened at the Esquire, Los 
| Angeles, under the label, “The Bride’s Surprise,” and is doing consid- 
| erably better at the b.o. Not only that, however, but critics seemed to 
apprise it witha different view as a result of the lighter title and were 
| much more lenient in their reviews. Pic was imported by Duke Inter- 
'national, investment house in New York, headed by Angier Biddle 
Duke. 

Although it has played too few dates yet to give a completely ac- 
curate estimate, Cagney brothers are expected just about to get off the 
nut on “Time of Your Life,” their pieturization of the William Sarovan 
| play. .On the basis of engagements so far, United Artists, the distrib- 
utors, are estimating a domestic gross of just under $2,000,000. With 
| foreign income, that will just about put the Cagneys over the top. 

Negative cost approximately $1,500,000, which means that with UA’s 
| distribution fee to be deducted, plus prints, advertising and other 
| charges, about $2,400,000 would be required to break even. 


Confusion about Fred Zinnemann’s chances for an Oscar nomination 
as director of “The Search” were cleared up by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences. Zinnemann and ail persons connected with 
the picture are eligible as candidates for any of the awards. “The 
Search” was exhibited publicly for seven days in Los Angeles, thereby 
ering with the Academy rules, which cover foreign or domestic 
| films. 
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Dowling’s Show Biz Fever | 


= Continued from page $ 
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“but there’s no denying the output ing 10-vear debentures for a loan of 
there recently has been pretty|an additional $100,000. Dowling 
poor. The foreign films have hadj|was also instrumental in having 
a warmth, a maturity and a quality |Goelet, on the same basis, buy ad- 
that is unmistakable. I think ‘ditional shares in Lopert totaling 
| they're an important contribution |6'4°o for $25,000 and loan $25,000 
in leading the way for Hollywood. | on debentures. 
| Hollywood tries to make too many Incidental to CI’s buy-in, Lopert 
| films.” made a three- to five-vear lease 

From a strictly business stand- ‘hinging on when rebuilding starts 
point, Dowling is of the opinion ,°” the site) for the Bijou. House, 
‘that the art houses make a better Which had been a legiter until art 
investment in that they are smaller. | films were tried in it intermittently 
but compensate for that by higher | !@St season, will go to Lopert fol- 
admission prices, and they can fre- |!owing the run of Eagle Lion's “Red 
quently be converted from stores Shoes” (Rank), which preems Oct. 
or other buildings, rather than re-{1!- Lopert’s initialer will be the 
quiring construction from the|French film, “The Chips Are 
ground up. He sees 500- to 600- Down,” adapted from Jean-Paul 
seaters as ideal. ,Sartre’s “Les Jeux Sont Faits.” 

8 Legiters 


| — 

In the legit field, the real estate. i 
exec said he planned to expand 2 ll 
Cl’s circuit to at least eight non ag | osse int 
These will be revolutionary, Dowl- | Continued frem page 2 
ing stated, among Broadway legit- exactly what they are getting into 
ers, notorious for their lack of com-. before tivey start. 
fort. visibility, courtesy and other! Rosseilini declared he couldn't 
attributes, /work that way when first approach- 
_ “The best that film theatres offer|ed by Alfred Crown, Goldwvn's 
in comfort, cleanliness and court- | foreign chief, in Rome months ago. 
esy will be the minimum standard | He has since informed the produ- 
of our legitimate houses,” Dowling cer and, reportedly, Miss Bergman. 
boasted. | that he will give them script appro- 
_He refused to disclose the loca- val and stick to the script. Gold- 
tion ot the first of the new legiters, wyn and the actress, who is now 
which was announced last week. making a picture to England, have 
“It will be between 45th and 56th no tieup, but if he decides ‘to RO 
streets and 6th and 8th avenues.” ahead. his plan is to make an effort 
he declared with a grin. explaining to sign her for the film Rossellini 
further that all the desired prop- makes. If Goldwyn abandons the 
erty to make up the plot hadn't idea, there’s the full possibility 
been acquired yet. Theatre will Miss Bergman and the director will 
have 1.800 Seats. come to an agreement of their own. 

Overexpansion in the number Following Goldwyn’s initia! con- 
of legitimate theatres is no prob- tact with Rossellini, a number of 
lem,” he asserted, “because the other American producers have at- 
goud theatres will drive out the tempted to make deals. David O 
bad, just as the best steamships Selznick had one boiling but it fell 
force the less attractive ones out through, apparently also over script 
of service. And in any case, New control. In the meantime llya E 
York from now on will be the cen- Lopert, American importer of for- 
ter of the theatre, arts and culture. | eign pix, made a tieup with Ros- 
sO there will be a need for houses.” | sellini for U. S. rights to his prod- 

cd ee Building—Yet - uct, but this is understood to have 

ans for replacement of the 45th an escape clause if the director 

to 46th street blockfront on Broad- makes a deal with an American 
way with new houses to replace production firm 
the Astor, Victoria, Bijou, Fulton. Rossellini’s “Paisan” is currently 
46th street and Morosco have been in its sixth month at the World 
pushed back at least three to five theatre, N. Y. His “Open Citys” 
einen Said, because of played almost two years at the 
2 ~ ep costs. _ | house, establishing an alltime long- 

‘owling’s deal with Lopert gives | run record, and was one of the fe. 
| foreign-language films to get wide- 
spread circuit bookings in the U. S 
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Supreme Court Asked 
To Rule in St. L. Amus. 
Plea on AAA Awards 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Supreme Court was asked last 
week to take jurisdiction and help 
the St. Louis-Amus. Co. prove that 
American Arbitration Assn. awards 
were illegal and that the company 
was entitled to $285,000 in treble 
damages from Paramount, 
20th-Fox and Warners. 


St. Louis Amus. and its affiliates | 


unsuccessfully to show in 
the district court and 
Circuit of Appeals that the New 
York trial court, in the 1940 motion 
picture consent decree, had no 
right to set up an arbitration system 
binding upon unwilling non-de- 
fendants. 

In 1943, the arbitration office in 
St. Louis got an appeal from the 
Apollo Theatre Corp. there, pro- 


sought 


testing the clearance held by St. | 
Louis Amus. Co. in deals with Fox, | 


RKO, Par and Vitagraph (WB). 
The AAA judge reduced clearance 
from 14 to seven days in favor of 
Apollo. 

Subsequently, Adolph 
filed similarly to get better clear- 
ance for his Princess theatre at 
the expense of St. Louis Amus. 

It is on the basis of these actions 
that St. Louis Amus. has been 
claiming damages from the majors 
which followed the awards made 
by AAA. Said the St. Louis Amus 
brief in part: 

“The District Court and the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals have estab- 
lished a principle which will per- 
mit unlimited interference with the 
perfectly legal contracts of inno- 
cent parties, if guilty parties in an 


anti-trust case engaged in the same | 


business consent thereto, even 
though that interference has no 
tendency to dissipate the restraints. 
In other words, the judgments of 
the courts. below are necessarily 


based on the proposition that an | 


entire industry may be subjected 


to any system of regulation which | 


the guilty parties and the law en- 
forcing department may agree 
upon. 

“The creation of the arbitration 
system by the district court for 
the soutnern district of New York 
was an unconstitutional enactment 
of pseudo law, the creation of 
judicial power, the establishment 
of inferior courts or, more cor- 
rectly, supreme and independent 
courts and the vesting of judicial 
power in those courts.” 


RKO, | 


in the 8th | 


Rosecan | 











ASCAP 


_ 





| Seidelman’s European 
| 0.0. of U-Rank Operation 


Off for a look-see at Universal’s 


|European operation, Joseph H. 
| Seidelman, company’s foreign dept. 
chief, sails tomorrow (Thurs.) 
|} aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 
four-to-five week itinerary, Seidel- 
man will visit England, France, 
Holland and Italy. 

Seidelman will also glim new 
tribution partner, completed since 
his last trip to London several 
months ago. On his return to U’s 
| homeoffices, he may again ship out 
for South Africa. Mrs. Seidelman 
accompanies him 











Fightin’ Blumberg 








| 


In a! 


product of J. Arthur Rank. U’s dis- | 





Vo CONtinued from page 9 ———§ 
nobody could sell the company 
since it is owned by 4,000 stock- 
|\helders. “Nobody has talked to us 
and the company is not for sale. 
If anyone wanted to buy it, the 
only place for them to go is down- 
town to the New York Stock Ex- 
| change.” 
Plenty of Cash 

As for the story that U is in 
ifinancial straits, U’s prez said that 
it still had several millions of dol- 
|lars in bank credits available. ‘I 
am hoping we don’t have to use 
them,” he added. The _ bankers, 
moreover, are not telling manage- 
ment what to do and they have not 
placed a ceiling on_ production 
Blumberg declared. What's 
more “they have nothing to do with 
management.” 

“Since 1940 we have paid 
$22,000,000 in profits taxes, so six 
months won't put us in receiver- 
ship,” he said. “It’s the old story 
though of ‘what have you done for 
us lately’,.” Blumberg said with a 
laugh. 

“We are not optimistic, nor are 
we _ pessimistic — just realistic,” 
Blumberg said. “Our costs have 
come down somewhat and both la- 
bor and management realize there 
must be a readjustment. If we all 
take off our coats and work, this 
industry can make films at a 
reasonable cost. There is nothing 
wrong with this business. It’s just 
the first big business to be de- 
| lated.” 

Approximately 900 people re- 
mained on the studio payroll after 


costs, 


the lot stopped shooting pix, Blum- | 


berg disclosed. Many of them were 
working on films which now go be- 
fore the cameras. His company 


{does not plan to shoot pix any-| 


where except in Hollywood at the 
istudio. Moreover, U will not re- 
lease any pix—Arthur Rank’s ex- 
‘cepted—unless they are made on 


the lot and the company has a size- | 


able interest in them. 


and Goetz, are now on 





mas Continued from page 5 =e 


taxes. These affiliates would not 
want to see ASCAP pull a court 
brodie because their 
lieve that more would be paid in 
license charges if that happens. 
Not mentioning the convenience of 
a central music pool. 

ASCAP now collects some $1.- 
500,000 yearly from theatres play- 
ing its music. 
lected synchronization fees from 
producers and an equal amount 
from theatres for licenses, that sum 
would mount, many filmites are 
convinced. Composers forming 
into collection agencies would also 
be empowered to crack down on 
exhibs, film attorneys still believe. 
Administration costs would be 


much higher with a resultant in-| 


creased tax on exhibs. 








| 


| Eastman Film 


toppers be-| 


If publishers col-| 





Continued from page 3 Qo 


blueprints for the erection of a 
giant plant in Tennessee which 
will have sufficient production | 


Capacity to meet the entire feature 


requirements of the film industry. | 


Technically, ‘the new acetate is 
ow perfected, Curtis declared. 
‘hile a price has yet to be fixed, 
cost of rawstock will run 
what higher than present nitrate 
(inflammable) film. The acetate 
will dispense with elaborate pre- 
Caulions against fire and so elimi- 
nate an industry headache which 
has kept the construction costs on 
theatres and exchanges at a high 
level. 

_ Explaining the purpose of his 


N. Y. huddle, Curtis said that 
Studio execs were aware of 
acetate’s uses but h.o. toppers 
were still uninformed. Studios 


recently switched to acetate for 
daily rushes, 


some- | 


expire Dec. I, 
| business, domestic and Canadian, 
has now registered a 30°0-35%¢ rise 
in rentals. 

As an added indication of U’s 
rosier future, Blumberg noted that 
‘two pix—‘tYou Gotta Stay Happy” 
land “Family Honeymoon” — are 
booked into Radio City Music Hall 
for preem performances. 











Par Partners 








U's top execs, aside from Spitz | 
year-to- | 
vear employment contracts which | 
1949. Company’s | 





Continued from page 3 
are now in their 50’s and 60’s. They 
are thinking more of retirement, 
it's said, than of sinking 








theatre interests. If their attitude 
| continues, Par may very well have 
to shop on the outside to find 
takers. 


“We've accumulated enough and 
we don't need more money—so 
why should we take on a risk now?” 
is the response generally being 
voiced. The fact that 
values, along with other merchan- 
dise, are at inflated values is 
' another discouraging factor to the 
pards 

If that weren't enough, there is 
'always the tax bugaboo to face and 
the pattners are stressing the 
point no end. How a purchase in 
ithe near future would fit into the 
‘tax scheme is resulting in plenty 
of huddling with legalites on the 
subject, it’s said. 

Par’s affiliates are also raising 
the question of product. Once the 
distrib company cuts the ties, the 
pards are wondering whether they 
will haye continued assurance of 
getting Paramount product—gen- 
erally a healthy bo. scorer. Guar- 
antees will not work, it’s noted, 
because a final decree will un- 
doubted!y bar franchises of that 


i — 
sort. 


theatre | 








Newsreels 


Continued from page 2: =—ael 





all candidates will be via local 


|staffs in key cities. 
| kept under wraps, 
reps are privately seething over 
‘the whole thing. They feel that 
i\they are the boys who know the 
beat, and who, in turn, are known 
to the Secret Service. One of the 
rdifficulties local staffers would 
have to hurdle is the red tape of 
getting by the strongarm men who 
guard the candidates. In addition, 
there is always the possibility that 
some of the best stories can de- 
velop in the grassroot phases of 
the tours, where there is no local 
reel coverage. 

Issue in the latest industry labor 
wrangle are expenses for eight ad- 
ditional men. Pool crew consists 
of two men, with expenses shared 
jointly by the five major com- 
panies. IA’s demands call for each 
unit to send its own two lensers. 
Accommodations for accredited 
correspondents are provided on all 
election tours, but the individual 
companies foot the bill. 

Feeling here is that IA’s mistake 
lay in not breaking the pattern 
soon after the war emergency was 
over. During the three years since 
V-J Day, the pool plan has oper- 
ated efficiently and economically, 
and the men who wield the purse- 
strings see no reason to change. 


Though the controversy has been | 
local newsreel ; 


, exec 


Majors Stage Top Echelon Turnout 
To Look-See TOA Chi Convention 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
When the Theatre Owners of 
America’s convention opens here 
Friday (24) almost every major 
|company will have at least one top 


exec putting in an appearanee as! 


either participant or observer. 
Most active of these will probably 
be Charles P. Skouras, National 
Theatres head and TOA treasurer, 
and Leonard Goldenson, Para- 
mount’s theatre dept. veepee who 
is the incumbent first v.p. of the 
exhib group. 

Twentieth-Fox will also be 
repped by Spyros P. Skouras, com- 
pany prexy, while Paramount's 
prez Barney Balaban is also com- 
mitted to appear. Ben Kalmenson, 
Warner Bros. distribution veepee, 
is expected to 0.0, proceedings as 
is either Malcolm Kingsberg, 
RKO’s theatre chief, or Sol 
Schwartz, his top aide. Metro has 
indicated that Joseph Vogel, the- 


atre topper, or his No. 1 aide, 
Oscar A. Doob, will be on hand. 
From Universal, it’s expected 


that distribution veepee William A. 
Scully will be present. Jack Cohn, 
veepee, of Columbia, has 
promised TOAers that he will try 
to clear his desk for a trek to Chi. 

Goldenson has asked to be let- 
off from again filling the first 


veepee chores for TOA but is fae- 
ing a concerted draft movement te 
keep him in that spot. Charles P. 
Skouras will definitely step down 
from the treasurer’s post. 
Understood that agreement kas 
been reached on a successor to Ted 
Gamble’s job of president of TOA. 
His identity is being kept under 
wraps for the time being. New 


prexy, it’s said, will be a fairly 
small indie circuit operator te 
avoid any charges that TOA is 


closely tied to the affiliates. 

David 4. Lilienthal, head of the 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, 
has been invited to speak. It’s still 
not certain whether he can fit the 
engagement in his calendar. 

George Jessel will emcee the 
president’s dinner which ends the 
convention Saturday (26) night. 
Speakers at that affair will include 
Cardinal Stritch, Barney Balaban, 
Paramount’s prez; Spyros Skouras, 
head of 20th-Fox; newly elected 
prexy of TOA, and Chi’s Mayor 
Martin H. Kennelly. 





Smith’s New Drive-In 
Lubbock, Tex. 

added the Five 
Points drive-in here to his hold- 
ings. He already operates the 
State, Tech and Plains here. 


Preston 


Preston Smith 
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Dean Spencer, recordist, operating the 300” System 
mounted on a light truck in the field in Alaska, 








“HARPOON’,,,,.,..A Denches Bros. Production 
Produced and Directed by Ewing Scott 
Released by Screen Guild Production, Ine, 
Recordist..Dean Spencer Sound..Western Electrig 














Sound Problems Licked in Alaska’s Arctic 


heavy | 
coin at this late stage into larger | 


2] 


“ Harpoon,” 


job. 


we IO EO eae vise 


a Danches Bros. Production made 
in Alaska and at sea off the Aleutians, pre- 
sented the toughest sort of on-the-spot recording 


The producers flew a compact Western Electrio 
“300” System to Alaska, mounted it on the deck 
of a small whaler for sea-going sequences, in the 
back of a light truck for on-shore scenes. The 
stitrdy equipment took in stride rough seas, 


By Western Electric’s “300” System 


rigorous climate, rugged transportation facilities. 
From Anchorage to Nome to Cape Prince of 
Wales and the Bering Sea —it delivered high 


quality sound tracks. 


: Electrical Research Products Division | 
. —- Western Electric Company 


233 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
Hollywood office--6601 Romaine St. 


t{NnCORPORATED 
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Unqualified success on assignments like this 
makes the “300” Series, an honored companion to 
Western Electric’s “200” Series Newsreel System 
and the famous DeLuxe™400” System. 

Write today for full information. 
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Clips from 


Film Row 





NEW YORK CITY 


Leon Brandt boosted by Eagle 
Lion to exploitation manager, suc- 
ceeding Arthur Jeffrey, resigned. 
New exploitation chief has been 
a fieldman in Chicago since he 
joined the company at its inception 
in October, 1946. 


DALLAS 
United Theatres Service Corp. 
moved to larger quarters in Film 
Exchange Building here 
The Leo replaced the old Queen 


theatre here which is now the 
property of the Joy Houck Co., of 
New Orleans The house com- 


pletely remodeled. 

Larry Kent named manager of 
Plaza in Houston, latest addition to 
R. Z. Glass circuit Kent was 
formerly with Loew's State there. 
Vie Kelley made manager of Stude, 
also a Glass operation house. Kel- 
ley was formerly with Will Hor- 
witz estate. 

Irving Dreeben named _ special 
16m sales rep for Sack Amus. En- 
terprises. Formerly with Warners 
and more recently with Nu-Art 
Films, he will headquarter in New 
York. 

Special meeting of the board of 
Allied Theatre Owners of Texas 
held here last week, named Phil 
Isley, of the Isley Theatres cir- 
cuit, as the organization's new 
prexy, replacing Col. H. A. Cole, 
who resigned. In withdrawing 
from the post, Cole said that he 
had begun to feel the pressure of 
his work. 

Cole will continue as _ board 
chairman until next spring, so that 
Isiey and others may be indoctrin- 
ated with the work. 


ST. LOUIS 


A new $225,000 drive-in near 
Belleville, Ill., to accommodate 750 
autos, will be built for Bloomer 


Amus. Co., which operates Rex and 
Ritz there. 

Village of Mounds, Ill. 
leased open air theatre in City 
Park to G. W. Carroll, Decatur, 
Ill., for films. The town has been 
without pictures since shuttering 
of Pix. 

Lions Club, Troy, Ill... will 
build a new picture house in that 
town. 

Old Trails, pic house, Greenup, 
Ili., owned by Paul Musser and 
C. Burdette, relighted after under- 
going facelifting. 

Elbert W. Butler, Hillsboro, IIl., 


Board 
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TYRONE POWER © ANNE BAXTER 
“THE LUCK OF THE IRISH" 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
ON VARIETY STAGE 
ED SULLIVAN & HARVEST MOON BALL | 
WINNERS @ JOE HOWARD @ AL BERNIE 
ILLINOIS JACQUET 
ON ICE ae \Ck-‘SYMPHONETTE OW ICE 
ne ARNOLD SHODA 
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RADIO CiTY MUSIC HALL 

Rockefeller Center 
GARY COOPER @ ANN SHERIDAN 
in LEO McCAREY’S 
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A Rainbow Productions, inc., Picture 
Released by RKO Radio Pictures 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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old the Louise, Louisville, IIl., 
onald R. olliver, Ciano, Ill. 
obert Evans, assistant to City 


Manager Russell Bovim for Loew's, | 


join MGM’s record 
allas. Successor not 
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sales unit at 
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OMAHA 


Tristates concentrating its man- 
agers at Lake Okoboji, la., resort 
near here, for fall meeting. Dis- 
trict Manager William Miskell of 
Nebraska theatres in charge 

Joe Mever. head of F and M 
Film Advertising Co. and well 
known over the entire Omaha ter- 
ritory, is in St. Joseph’s hospital 
because of recurrence of gall 
bladder trouble. 

Jim Castle, Paramount ex- 
ploiteer who has been calling on 
Omaha territory from his base in 
Kansas City, transferred to his 
home town of St. Louis but will 
continue to cover local territory. 

Tristates, with drive-in com- 
petition closing in, decided to im- 
prove their deluxe west end drive- 
in for next season. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


A switch in East Bay Golden 
State houses result in the Laurel 
manager Mrs. Gladys Whittemore 
moving to Eastmont and Ralph 
Silva, manager of Eastmont, taking 
over at Laurel. 

“Stu” Klein, brother of Colum- 
bia exchange exec, to L.A. as pro- 
duction head for Robert L. 
Lippert. 

Bill Parker, former Universal 
manager, recuperating from serious 
operation. 

Ralph Clark is new office mana- 
ger for United Artists here. He was 
transferred from company’s Los 
Angeles office. Clark, in addition 
to office managerial duties, also 
will serve as sales rep. Replaces 
former manager George Glosser, 
who resigned because of illness. 


SEATTLE 


First new theatre building 
erected in Seattle since 1941 is 
nearing completion in the swank 


Magnolia district. Called the Mag- 
nolia, it will seat 1,000, and will 
be operated by Sterling Theatres. 
owner of house. 

Joe Daniels has booked Hilde- 
garde and Eddie Oliver orchestra 
into Olympic hotel for week 
starting Sept. 23. Reservations in- 
dicate sellout. 

Roxy, long operated by old Jen- 
sen & von Herberg Enterprises, 
and recently acquired by Wm. 
Edris. has been leased to Frank 
Newman, Jr., who operates the 
nearby Ballard. Young Newman 
plans improvements. 


CALGARY 


Theatres, swimming poois, car- 
nivals. picnics and playgrounds 
have been banned to children un- 
der 16 in Edmonton, Canada, be- 
cause of spread of polio 
province. 

Grand, Regina. 
mous Players for an 
$80.006. J. D. Watson, 
ager of Rex, Regina. 
It. 


bought by Fa- 
estimated 
owner-man- 


will operate 


BOSTON 

Long-term lease on Kameo, Pitts- 
field, signed by Rueben Landau, 
Hub attorney. . 

Arthur Greenblatt, national sales 
manager for Screen Guild, in town 
for confabs with Al Swerdlove. 

Independent Exhibitors, Inc., of 
New England, wound up fall meet- 


ing after discussing ASCAP, in- 
surance and possibility of 1949 
local convention. 
CHICAGO 
Sammy Embers. formerly ac- 
countant with National Screen 
Service, joined Mindlin Trailers. 


Red Edinson upped to midwest 
flack with Eagle Lion. 

Irwin Even joins Balaban & 
Katz publicity department. 

Pekin. Il., citizens will vote on 
repeal of 4° amusement tax as 
result of petition signed by 3.200. 
circulated by theatre owners. 

CINCINNATI 

Harold Marshall, Metro field ex- 
ploitation man in Indianapolis area 
for the last several years, has re- 
signed. Cincinnati exploiteer J. E. 
Waison absorbs his duties. 

Edward J. Salzberg, who's been 
active With Albert Dezel Product- 
ions here in operating the Screen 
Guild exchange, acquired an in- 
terest in Screen Guild Produc- 
tions of Cleveland. Latter controls 
Masterpiece, Favorite and Dezel 


_franchises in that area. 


Be TES ih WN Sad occas, 


in the, 


Harry Bugie, formerly Eagle | 


‘Lion rep here, joined SG office as 


branch manager while Salzberg 
was named district manager over 
Cincinnati and Cleveland. Another 
move resulted in William Flemion 
joining Dezel organization as busi- 
ness manager in Detroit. 


CLEVELAND 


Don McGregor, former RKO 
field rep here, named assistant to 
Jack Armstrong. general manager 
of Carl H. Schwyn Theatre circuit 
with Bowling Green, O., head- 
quarters. 


CHARLOTTE 


Capitol at Fairmont N. C., Te 
opened. It had been closed since 
fire last Decet nber 

Graham city commissioners voted 
to permit Sunday night films to 
Graham for first time in town’s 
history. One show will be allowed 
after 8:45 o'clock. Decision was 
made after Allen Thompson, man- 
ager of Graham theatre. appeared 
to request the ordinance. He said 


surrounding towns have Sunday 
night shows and his business was 
being greatly damaged. 

Picture houses here and else- 
where in Mecklenburg’ county 
again open to youngsters of 16 
vears and under after polio ban, 
on during the summer was lifted. 
Sept. 17. 
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breakages of sound track and film 
and playbacks of sound. In addi- 
tion, in each reel changeover, there 
were usually about 100 feet of 
film lost to the audience. Some of 
the 16m features were shown up- 
side down for several minutes, all 
of which, Allan said, “seriously 
interfered with a fair appraisal of 
the films presented.” 

In addition. Alen said the over- 
weighing of the programs caused 
the showings of the second film 
each night to come off around mid- 
night when the audiences were 
completely exhausted by the pre- 
ceding heavy program of features 
and documentaries. Even the 
Festival's directors, Allan said, 
realized that the proceedings were 


beyond their control since the 
official program appeared only 
midway in the Festival, Aug. 29, 


and was altered at least six times 
subsequently. 

The following prizes were award- 
ed: 

Grand International Prize: 
let” (British). 

Three international Prizes: 
Fugitive’ (RKO), for 
value; “‘Louisiana Story” 
Flaherty documentary), for lyrical 
value; ‘La Terra Trema” aaa: 
for style and chorus. 

Best Director: G. W. Pabst. for 
his film, “Der Prozess” ‘Austrian). 

Best Actress: Jean Simmons in 
“Hamlet.” 

Best Actor: 
“Der Prozess.” 


“Ham- 
“The 


dramatic 
(Robert 


Ernest Deutsch in 


Best original screenplay: Gra- 
ham Greene for “The Fallen Idec!” 
(British). 

Best Musical Scoring: Max 
Steiner for “The Treasure of the 
Sierre Madre” (Warner Bros.). 


Best Art Direction: 
for “Oliver Twist” 

Best Photography: Desmond 
Dickinson for ‘‘Hamlet.” 

Cup of Cinecitta (for film re- 
vealing the most efficient produc- 
tion complex): “Duel In the Sun” 


John Brye 
(British). 


- (‘David O. Selznick). 


Best Documentary: 
French). 


“Goemons” 


Best Animated Cartoon: ‘Melody 
Time” ‘Walt Disney) and “Le 
Petit Sotdat” (French). 

Best Short: “Landsbikirken” 
‘Danish): “Taget” (Swiss): “Vente 
Aux Encheres” (French). 

Best Animated Puppet Film: 


“Spalicek” (Czechoslovakian). 
; Prize of Italian Crities: ‘“Ham- 
Ct." 

Prize of Office Catholique Inter- 
national Du Cinema: “The fugi- 
tive” (regarded as the most im- 
portant prize of the’ Festival 
throughout Europe). 

lialian films awarded special 
prizes by Italian organizations in- 
cluded “Sotto Il Sole Di Roma.” 
“Anni Difficili,” and ‘“‘Una Lezione 
Di Geometria.” 

The jury for the Festival 
cluded Luigi Chiarini, 
of the Experimental Center of 
Cinematography: Mario Gromo, 
critic of La Stampa; Arturo Lano- 
cita, critic for Corriere Della Sera: 
Vinicio Marinucci, critic of Mo- 
mento; Rev. Felix Morlion; and 
Giorgio Prosperi, critic for Gior- 
nale D'lialia. 


in- 
vice-prexy 











French Tiff 
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RKO, Universal and Columbia— 
didn’t have as much money on de- 
posit that date as the amount that | 


spent it for various purposes. It 
went partially for production in 
France, for the upkeep of their of- 


fices, for tours by their execs, etc. 
Some of it is also said to have been 
remitted to the U. S. 

The other four companies— 
United Artists, Paramount, Warner 
Bros. and 20th-Fox—had consider- 
ably more coin on deposit than 
they were permitted to remit. As 


a result, on June 17, 1947, the com- 
panies that had an overage are pur- 
ported to have agreed to loan to 
the outfits with an underage suf- 
ficient funds to bring the latter up 
to the limit of what the French 
government would allow to be re- 
mitted. 

Before this became effective, 
however, the French began to de- 
fault and the matter became of no 
practical importance and was for- 
gotten. When the Blum-Byrnes re- 
vision was worked out recently, 
Metro, RKO, Columbia and Uni- 
versal asked that the other com- 
panies live up to the June 17 agree- 
ment and loan them francs out of 
their overages. 

Balky 
The overage companies—partic- 


ularly UA and Paramount — pro- 
tested that the agreement no 


longer applied and that they didn’t 
see why they should jeopardize get- 
ting further of their frozen francs 
out by making loans to companies 
which had perhaps been unwise in 
their expenditures, or which had 
actually previously been able to 
remit part of their tied-up funds. 

Arrangement to put one- 
sixteenth of all remittances from 
France in escrow was made to 
bring temporary peace. A_ per- 
manent formula has also. been 
tentatively agreed on, but details 
must be further worked out. 

The new French-American agree- 
ment was signed in Paris by For- 
eign Minister Robert Schuman and 
Ambassador Jefferson Caffrey. Its 
terms, previously distlosed, limit 
American imports to 121 a year. Ii 
also ups the quota for showing of 
domestic pictures in French the- 
atres from four weeks out of every 
13, to 10 weeks out of every 26. 

In return, American industry is 
permitted to remit $3,625,000 a 
year for four years to liquidate 
funds blocked prior to June 30, 
1947, plus some current income. 


Grinieff 
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stated that his syndicate will at- | 


tempt to buy Film Classics. Latter, 
recently acquired by Cinecolor as a 
fully-owned subsidiary, is believed 
to be pretty much the same situa- 
tion as Rep. Its owners have no 
desire to sell, but probably would 


make a deal if a fabulous price 
were offered. 
With Republic’s stock now 


quoted on the New York exchange 
at around $3 a share, the skyscrap- 
ing aspect of Yates’ $4,000,000 de- 
mand for his interest is evident. 
He holds, or controls through mem- 
bers of his family, just under 400,- 
000 shares. It would have a current 
market value, in other words, of 
about $1,200,000. It represents | 
about 22°% of the 1,800,000 shares | 
outstanding, 
provide control. 
tour estate 


The 
is the 


Jules Brula- 
second largest 


'stockholeéer. 











Col Refund 


me ONtinued from page 3 —— 


that the 1936-1940 period was not 
a normal one upon which excess 
profits could be computed. Under 
section 722, when a company makes 
this assertion it may withhold one- 
third of the excess profits tax pro- 
viding the sum is kept in escrow 
Excess profits law, now repealed, 
averaged the 1936-40 earnings and 
fixed that figure as a base to deter- 
mine a company’s regular earnings. 

U is seeking the $7,000,000 re- 
fund because its management 
changed in 1939 when Carl 
Laemmle sold control of the com. 
pany. One proviso in the tax law 
makes a change in ownership dur 
ing the four base years an indicia 
that the period was not formal 
Basis of Columbia's request ha: 





‘not been disclosed. 


|they had piled up under the freeze | 
'previously in effect, since they had | 


Protestant Body 
Into Comm’! Prod. 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Protestant Film Commission is 
n.oving into the regular theatrical 
release field with “Prejudice,” 


,;and plans to continue the policy 


with suitable features from 
planned program of 25 pix, mostly 
features Paul F. Heard, exec 
producer of PFC, states financing 
is now being worked out with 
various people and organizations 
within the film industry. 

PFC now has a unit lensing 
“Toru” in Japan as second in a 
series of pix being made in foreign 
countries, dealing with church 
activities. Initialler, “‘My Name is 
Han,” was made in China with an 
all-Chinese cast. Edward Nassour 
will produce the next film to be 
made here. Tentative starting date 
is Nov. 15. 

“Prejudice,” 


its 


directed by Edward 


Cahn, has cast topped by David 
Bruce, Barbara Billingsley, Mary 
Marshall, Tommy Ivo and Bruce 


Edwards. 











- Product Forcing — 


_| 





Continued orem page 9 =—— 


, expanded the outlawed practice of 


,exhibs point out, 


which is sufficient to | 


\'HURST BLDG. 


refusing to sell their top “A” pic- 
tures unless the exhibs also agree 
to take "B” product, newsreels and 
shorts. Since the practice is illegal, 
it’s all done in 
an off-the-cuff, under-the-tahle man- 
ner. An exhib, for example, will 
go into an exchange booking office 
and attempt to line up dates on 
new product. Branch manager then 
walks over and asks the exhib if 
he’s buying shorts and the news- 
reel too. If the exhib says no, the 
branch manager declares politely, 
“Well, we've got nothing else avail- 


able today. See you the next time 
you come in.” 

Exhibs claim, consequently, 
they're practically forced to take 


the stuff, even if they don’t need it. 
Only recourse, they declare, is to 
charge distribs with violation of 
the anti-trust rulings. Most exhibs 
are reluctant to go so far. figuring 
the cost to them would be much 
lower if they gave in and bought 
the shorts they don’t need. 
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NBC Caught in a Goulded Cage 


Sun Valley, Sept. 


One of those perfect coincidences of timing has caught NEC 
with its newly-promulgated code exposed in a vulnerable spot. 
With the code coming up for action tomorrow (Wed.) at the NBC 


convention here, the network program execs were caught up short 


by last Sunday’s (19) New York 
Gould, 
riwell’’ Saturday morning show, 
has been violating its “no crime 


(One of the major points in the 


dissecting a number of scripts heard on web's 
contended that NBC 


Times, in which radio ed Jack 
“Frank Mer- 
for some time 
shows before 9:30 p.m.” edict. 


finally-evolved code the web is 


pitching up to the affiliates here is a reaffirmation of its 9:30 rule.) 


To Gould’s claim that the Merriwell off-the- 


campus episodes have 


been rampant with crime (thus nullifying the web’s aim to shield 


the kiddies), NBC takes the position that the show’s overall 
concept might easily 
Nonetheless, the network’s program execs were frankly 


some youth” 
into crime. 
uneasy, suggesting that the show 


“whole- 
justify the sporadic excursions 


has escaped proper “policing,” 


although NBC hastens to add that the program has won wide kudos 


from parent-teacher groups, etc. 
Upshot is that “Merriwell” 


can't go off the campus, and if t 
got to be plenty tempered. If the 
Penn a it. 


; gets a brand new format reshuffle, in 
order to safeguard the new NBC ec 


ode. Merriwell, it’s been ruled, 
here’s any assault involved, it’s 
show fails to hold up, NBC will 








‘Where’ s That Demo 


Although the Republicans and¢ 
Henry Wallace’s Progressive boys 
committed to large chunks ol 
expenditures for network time, | 
with the Thomas E. Dewey forces 
already made two big web | 
splashes, the sales contingents 
around the networks are somewhat 
the virtual ‘dead 


are 


having 


perplexed over 


air’ treatment coming from the 
Harry S. Truman camp. 
Sentiment among the network 
execs appears to be that the 
Demos are simply lacking a war 
chest for radio time; that the coin 
isn’t coming in, and that from a 
late September vantage point it 


looks pretty much like a backporch 


campaign as far as the Dems are 


fsoncerned. 

Demos thus far have bought only 
30 minutes, last Saturday (18), 
8:30 p.m., on Mutual, to rebroad- 
cast President Truman's Iowa talk. 

In contrast to the lack of Dem- 
ocratic air time commitments, it’s 
pointed out that at this stage of 
the election campaign four years 
ago the Dems were shelling out 
plenty of coin for Pres. Roosevelt's 
bid for a fourth term. (Beyond 
Mutual's pickup of Pres. Truman's 
lowa talk there are no further 
network commitments in sight.) 

Indications of how the Repub- 
licans intend laying it on the line 
during the next six weeks are seen 
in this week’s CBS bonanza alone. 
Monday night’s (21) network pickup 
of Dewey's Des Moines talk, for 
example, represented a $15,500 
time outlay, with an additional 
$7,500 talent kickin, since it ne- 
cessitated the preempting of the 
“My Friend Irma” stanza. 

In addition there was a $2,000 
agency commission, plus $700 line 


charges. Last night (Tues.) the 
Dewey Denver talk represented 


another $8,500 outlay, plus $15,000 
billings for the Warren talk from 
Salt Lake City last Thursday (16). 


KOBAK’S ‘OLD HOME 
WEEK’ IN ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Sept. 21. 

Edgar Kobak, Mutual prexy, is 
scheduled to be in Atlanta Thurs- 
day (23) to confer with officials of 
WGST, present CBS affiliate, which 
will go MBS next Sunday (26) at 
which time WAGA will become 
Columbia’s mouthpiece here. 

WGST is owned by Georgia In- 
stitute of Technology. and since 
Kobak is a graduate of that school, 
his visit to Atlanta will be in the 





nature of an “old home week” 
gathering. Kobak will be enter- 
tained by Tech officiais; is sched- 


uled to address the Lions Club 
meeting Thursday (24), and will be 
Zuest of honor at dinner to be 
given at Piedmont Driving Club 


that night. 


Campaign Coin? 





Sanitary Warmups 
Sun Valley, Sept. 21. 

In promulgating its new set 
of standards for the industry, 
NBC takes the position that 
its responsibility to a studio 
audience is just as important 
as to the listener. 

As result, NBC is clamping 
down on the pre-broadcast 
warmup routines of comedi- 
ans, with an edict in the new 
code that they've got to “keep 
it clean,” just as though they 
were on | the air. 


F ord- Phi lip Morris 
Fri. Drama Parlay 


CBS Pipe Dream! 


Question of what Philip Morris 
and the Biow agency intend doing 
about the Tuesday night at 8 
period on NBC appears to be ex- 
citing more interest 
than at the network carrying the 
show For CBS would like to 
translate the ciggie company’s pro- 





‘gram maneuvers into a_ Friday 
night payoff for Columbia. 

The circumstances are these: 
Philip Morris slotted the Dinah 
Shore-Harry James show in the 
Tuesday segment last season, with 
Mel Torme going in as summer 
replacement Miss Shore’s show 
has been cancelled and, in view 
of the Torme rating payoff, Philip 


Morris is also giving that show the 
heave. 

CBS is hopeful it can 
Biow agency 
yank the Friday 
night “Everybody Wins” giveaway 
in favor of a dramatic. stanza. 
“Wins” is slotted.,immediately fol- 
lowing the 60-minute $15,000-talent 


Result is, 
persuade the 
its client to 


budgeted “Ford Theatre,’ which 
preems in a couple of weeks. With 


Philip Morris bracketing a 30-min- 
ute drama showcase as an after- 
piece to “Ford Theatre.” who 
knows. figures CBS, but what a 
Friday night counterpart of the old 
“Lux Radio Theatre” - “Screen 
Guild Players” Top 15 “dream par- 
lay’ might not develop” 


WCC0’s ‘We Love You’ 


Sept. 21. 

WCCO devoted a quarter-hour 
to thanking its listeners for audi- 
ence acceptance in listeners’ diary 
study conducted by Benson & Ben- 
son, Inc, 





Minneapolis, 


in survey of 128 midwest coun- 
ties, station counted itself 19 to 1 
favorite, ranking first choice in all 
but 27 of 500 quarter hours tested. 

Cedric Adams, 
George Grim and other station 
personalities voiced the thanks. 


Bob De Haven, 


’% 
b A 


| when the second annual NBC 
| vention 
| morrow 


LODE NOW UP 
TO AFFILIATE: 


y GEORGE ROSEN 


Sept. 
the agenda 
con- 
to- 
the 


Sun Valley, 21. 


No. 1 business on 
gets under way here 
(Wed.) morning is 


| presentation of the Niles Trammell 
| & Co. standards of practice to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


affiliate membership. 


Just how the affiliate station 
managers will react to it is any- 
body’s s guess. Having already been 


| tossed in the laps of the Station 
Planning Advisory Committee, 
there’s been no comment forth- 
coming as yet from this key group 


|of broadcasters. 


| Like the parent.code of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, the 
| NBC “working manual” designed 


ito elevate 


network standards and 


correct abuses, is being projected 


| strictly on a voluntary basis on the 


| 
| 


|} assumption that it will win wider 


Perplexed Network Sales Boys Ask 


compliance, rather than being 
made a requirement for affiliation 
with the web. 

Embodying practically all the 
changes encompassed in the NAB 
code, the NBC document, in many 
|respects, goes beyond the industry 
| organization’s aims, putting teeth 
'into some of the regulations where 
ithe NAB compromised and vac- 


| cilated. 


Although NBC had _ originally 


| planned to withdraw its own code 


if the NAB adopted industry-wide 
standards, as was accomplished at 
the Los Angeles convention last 
May, the fact that the network 


+went ahead and whipped into shape 


around CBS | 


and 


« For 


a tightened, punchier document is 
regarded as something of a rebuke 
to the NAB’s compromised stand on 
vital issues. For whereas prexy 
Trammell! regards the NAB code 
as “a step in the right direction,” 
he’s also convinced that the NBC 
code, while not the perfect docu- 
ment he would like it to be, closer 
approximates what the industry 
needs. 

But while the NBC code has dis- 
tinct meritorious features, includ- 
ing the initial projection of spe- 
cific standards to embrace televi- 
tion, thus beating to the punch the 
promulgation of a code by the 
Television Broadcasters Assn., 
nevertheless it’s recognized. even 
by Trammell, that the NBC regu- 
lations are weak in other respects. 

Mutual’s Whole Hog Stance 

For example, the NBC stand on 
giveaways is not as forthright as 
that proclaimed by Ed Kobak Mu- 
tual’s prexy, who has gone the 
whole hog and eliminated them 
completely from the web's pro- 
gramming structure. NBC's deci- 
sion to adhere to the status quo 

(Continued on page 34) 


WDSU, New Orleans, To 
Carry Wash. Redskins’ 
Play in Unique Deal 


New Orleans. Sept. 21. 
the first time in New Or- 
history, WDSU-ABC will 
broadcast a play-by-play descrip- 
tion of the Washington Redskins 
professional football team. Special 





leans’ 


wire lines have been installed di- 
rect to the playing field for the 14 
games of the Redskins schedule 
from Sept. 11 through Dec. 12. 
Slinging Sammy Baugh combined 
with “Sugar Bowl Harry” Gilmer 
will pace the Redskins to thei 


, usual Championship competition. 


| 


i 


According to Fred Weber, WDSU 


general manager, besides carrying 
the full schedule of the Redskins 


and the Sugar Bow! broadcast, sta- 
tion has on its schedule more foot- 
ball games than any other station 
in the South. 











New Phone Number 

VARIETY’s new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phone 
number applies until Oct. 3. 


_ NBCS ‘GOOD BEHAVIOR’ MANUAL 





+ 
vv 
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NBC Has a “Moodless Tuesday’ 
And That's Just Dandy with CBS 





WNEW Buys ‘House’ 


Kermit - Raymond's  plattered 
“Hollywood’s Open House” series, 
which recently finished a 26-week 
run on WNBC, N. Y., for 
Beer, has been bought by 
Bulova- owned N. Y. indie, 
week ride to start late this fall, 


NRPs $1,500,000 
Billings, But Still 
Operating in Red 


A. C. 


WNEW, 





Nielsen’s Radio Index has 
climbed from an annual $1,000,- 
000 a year billings operation to 
$1,500,000 over the past year, but 
is still op@rating in the red, with 
a yearly nut approximating $2,000,- 
000. Chief sourse of the Nielsen 
income remains his Drug and 
Food Indexes, with aggregate bill- 
ings of more than _ $5,000,000. 
(Nielsen is invading Australia with 
the his Food, Drug Index opera- 
tions, and will spread soon into 





The Nielsen Giveaway 


A. C. Nielsen is going into 
the radio giveaway business 
on his own. When he springs 
his new AM-FM-TV audimeter 
in 1,500 homes throughout the 


country, two 25c. pieces will 
pop _ out each time the 
audimeter “testing box” is 
changed. That’s the payoff 


(along with premiums Nielsen 
is sending out) for set owners 
agreeing to installation of the 
device. 

And considering the boxes 
are changed every other week, 
it adds up to a lot of quarters. 








South America, but is holding off 
on any outside U. S. commitments 
on his Radio Index until the lat- 
ter pays off domestic-wise.) The 
break-even date is put at 1950 at 
the earliest, when the three-way 
NRI operation embracing AM, FM 
and TV gets rolling on all cylin- 
ders. 

Meanwhile, Nielsen is con- 
fronted with an immediate $1,000,- 
000 plus investment, with $600,- 
000 going into 1,500 new audi- 
meters (at $400 apiece) for a 90°% 
sampling of American homes, and 
an additional $500,000 going into 
his new computer apparatus. 
takes the wraps off its expansion 
into television on May 1. 

Meanwhile, Nielsen is setting up 
a rate structure for agencies, ad- 
vertisers, et al., which will em- 
brace package deals for complete 
AM-FM-TYV service; separate pacts 
on strictly video coverage, etc. 





ABC MOVES WILLSON TO. 


ROUND OUT WED. SKED 


ABC rounded out its fall-winter 
Wednesday night lineup—perhaps 
the web’s most potent sequence in 
the Hooper stakes—by tossing the 
10:30 spot this week to the new 
Meredith Willson show for General 
Foods. 

GF stanza 
was initially slotted at 7:30 
help from adjacent programming. 
The switchover to Wednesday ob- 
viously came after the network had 
held out as long as it could in an 
effort to snare a bankroller for the 
‘cream segment following Bing 
Crosby. 

There’s no question, of course, 
'but that the Willson entry adds 
promisingly to the “Original Ama- 
teur Hour’’-Milton Berle-Groucho 
| Marx-Crosby lineup already in the 
bag. The 10:30 spot had been ten- 
|tatively assigned to the 
, Fletcher” sustainer, 


Schaefer | 


for a 26- | 


NRI | 


which tees off Oct. 6, | 
Tues- | 
days, where it would have had little 


“Johnny | 


The answer to just how effective 
POE ak “mood programming” has 
become in building up sustained 
listening may be answered this 
season. Specifically, the “guinea 
| pig” in the test is NBC, with its 
|revamped Tuesday night schedule 
| that now parlays drama, comedy 
|and audience participation in con- 
trast to the 120 minutes of straight 
comedy in previous years. 

For years NBC on Tuesday, with 
its Amos ’n’ Andy-Fibber & Mol- 
ly-Bob Hope-Red Skelton layout, 
was the closest thing to an Iron 
Curtain in U. S. radio, with no 
competing network even venturing 
to penetrate it. But the “comedy 
mood” sequencing is completely 
broken now, with a drama (“Big 
Town”) following Fibber, and au- 
dience participation (“People Are 
Funny”) following the Lever Bros. 
dramatic stanza. 

CBS is so convinced that that it 
can make definite inroads in the 
NBC Tuesday lineup that it is pit- 
ting the new Cy Howard “The Lit- 
tle Immigrant” against Fibber & 
Molly in the 9:30 period. “Immi- 
grant” preemed last night (Tues.), 
And, effective Oct. 3, the Morey 
Amsterdam show moves into the 
Tuesday 10:30 p.m. CBS slot as 
competition to NBC’s “People Are 
Funny.” 


CBS Homemades 
Now a Record 22 


Surpassing its previous record of 
putting more custom-made «shows 
on the air than any other network, 
CBS will have 22 of its own pack- 
ages spanning the skein this sea- 
son. Of this number, 15 are under 
sponsorship, with several deals 
pending for some of the others. 

All the programs with exception 
of “Amos 'n’ Andy,” now a CBS 
package, were created and devel- 
oped by the CBS production staff, 
under the general supervision of 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., program 
chief, in New York, and Harry 
Ackerman in Hollywood. Latest of 
the homegrown shows to go com- 
mercial is ‘Our Miss Brooks,” with 
Cy Howard's “The Little Immi- 
grant” said to be the hottest pros- 
pect for an early sale. 


KSTP Gets Involved In 
Some Kidnapping to Get 
‘Miss America’ Exclusive 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

| KSTP and KSTP-TV went to 

|such length to obtain a scoop on 

|the homecoming interview with 

i ‘Miss America’’* (Bebe Shopp, of 

| Hopkins) that they kidnapped the 
homecoming parade and 

















| entire 
| traffie- jammed 5,000 people in the 


|Minneapolis Loop for nearly 20 
| esdautes last week. 
When KSTP staffers met the 


Pye at the station and found 
no alternating current outlet for 
either recorders or newsreel lights, 
iInews chief Walt Raschik ap- 
| proached Miss Shopp’s father, a 
; Seen of Wheat company em- 
ployee, with the proposition that 
the product would be mentioned 
if an exclusive interview was 
| granted. Shopp agreed and the 
| whole parade had to be rerouted 
to the Radio City theatre where 
KSTP has its studios. 

The newsreel boys poked a 
power cable through the boxoffice 
and began grinding until the thea- 
tre manager spotted the cable. 
Scared by the idea that the high- 
powered video equipment would 
blow a fuse and black out the 
| theatre he jerked the plug out of 
the socket and the cameras and 
lights went dead. But newsreel 
producer Paul Cunningham talked 
the manager into plugging the 
‘cable in again and “Miss America” 
was filmed. 

Cream of Wheat also received 
,the free plugs. 
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Bow of Indie WMIE, Miami’s 10th AM er 
Cues Strong Competition to Networks 


Miami. Sept. 21. + 

Premiere Sunday (18) of W MIE, What Did Sick Guy Get? 
new indie here, marked not only | : a ee FS 
entrance of a potent, well financed Saluting its sister N. Y. sta- 
broadcast setup on the radio scene,| tion, WHN, on the occasion 
but also definite indication that | last week of its call-letter 
this 10th addition to the stations switchover to Ww MGM and 
in operation in the area will offer opening of its new $1 000,000 
strong competition to the network Fifth avenue layout, WINS sent 





affiliates which have monopolized | flowers. In some inexplicable 
sponsor and listener attention for manner the greeting card en- 
matin closed in the floral tribute got 
> 


, > > : he read: 
First day's programming set the switched. It ad 


pattern Though studios are set up | “Wish you a speedy recov- 
< : s 


for live production, staff hasn't; ery. 
been rounded out as yet How- | 








ever, the type of transcription 


utilized was a departure from the | . . 
usual disk-jockey and minor wax- So rica a 
ings aired by those stations already | 3 . 


on the air. On agenda were Ron- 


ald Colman dramatizations, Guy | e e | 
Lombardo half - hour waxing, | ( Comm 
Tommy Dorsey transcribed Ciak | ong erci 
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show and others in the same cate- | 
gory. Coming up, according to 


Johannesburg, Sept. 
Robert Venn, veepee and nag 7 en The South African Broadcasting 
manager, are plenty of new ideas 


in locally slanted live shows. |Corp. has been instructed to in- 


President of the new setup is |augurate a commercial broadcast- 
Mitchell Wolfson, partner in the jing service as soon as possible, ac- | 
large Wometco theatre chain. | cording to announcement by Dr. 
Chairman of the board is Arthur Donges, Minister of Posts and 
McBride. owner of the Cleveland | . aaa 
Indians football club, and a resi- | Telegraphs, so that South Africa 
dent here most of the year. | finally will get commercial broad- 

Staff includes Ted Anthony, who jceasting. The government feels that 
worked with Venn at WGBS S| cape is the best médium for the 
program director, in the same slot : E 
for WMIE; Clyde Lucas, former | R€W S€rvice, and has asked SABC 
name orch leader, now living here | to prepare a 7 Program” to ee 
as musical director; Gypsy Cooper, | dle it. _ SABC ee be a r4 
featured with Phil Spitalny’s Hour {for seeing that the programs an 
of Charm. as librarian, and Art | commercials offered will conform 
Green, former disk-jock in the | to prescribed standards. =| 
New York area for WMCA, WHN, | General feeling is that it will 
WOR and WNEW. In charge of |take some months at least before 
the script department is Art Gray, | the “C” service is on the air since 
who handled several shows for} there are no music land-lines be- 





aa 

3 : e*an*t 
ee. "8S" * SS 

Syctavetse |” & pesos 


Directs KLZ Music 
ART GOW 
With 24 years of musical know 


how, many years as a4 pianist ar- 
ranger with name bands and five 


|; vears as KLZ staff organist, Art 


2 Ragen 
Gow now wields the baton over a: 
music originating at KLZ. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


KQV, KDKA, WWSW To 
Slug [t Out for Sponsor 
Coin on Pitt Gridcasts 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

KQV, local Mutual outlet, will 
srike out this season to make a 
dent in Pittsburgh football cover- 
age, which has heretofore been 
monopolized for the most part by 
KDKA, with its play-by-playing 
calling of all University of Pitts- 
burgh games under sponsorship of 
Atlantic Refining Co., and WWSW, 
which puts on pro clashes of foot- 
ball Steelers for same bankroller. 


In a move designed to take some 
of the gridiron listening audience 
away from these two outfits, KQV 
has lined up Camel Cigaret spon- 
sorship for home meetings of Du- 

















| 
| 
| 
| 


> AIR tips Poe 


er ee ee ere eter Lee |e 


Young and Rubicam. 

Staff is one of most potent yet 
installed in a local station setup. 
Plans include producing and wax- 
ing originals, and heavy accent on 
sports. That phase seems well set 
already, the programming depart- 
ment having snagged broadcast 
rights to the Univ. of Miami foot- 
ball schedule, which includes ap- 
pearances of some of the nation’s 
top elevens. 


COWAN’S ‘RFD’ SET FO 
PERMANENT NBC BERTH 


Lou Cowan's kudosed “RFD 
America,” which has been the Sun- 
day night sustaining standin for 
Fred Allen on NBC during the past 
summer, got a new lease on air life 
this week. 

Web has inked a deal to revive 
“RFD” in December, following a 
two-month layoff, in the 1:30 Sat- 
urday spot. Sloiting is calculated 
to give the farmer quiz a strong 
Shake in the weekend Hooper 
sweeps. as it will immediately fol- 
low Allis - Chalmers’ ‘National 
Farm and Home” show. 

“RFD” moved over to NBC’s 
summer kilocycles following a Mu- 
tual debut. 

Lou Cowan packaging operation 
adds two more national sponsors 
to its client list in the next fort- 
night: Alka-Seltzer, which preems 
Cowan’s Herb Shriner - Raymond 
Scott on CBS next Monday (27), 
and Smith Bros., which picks up its 
ABC “Stop the Music” tab Oct. 3. 
A third new client, Eversharp, 
aoe in on “Music” last Sunday 

), 

Norman Barasch is head scripter 
on the Shriner-Scott stanza. 


Green’s 606 Potential On 
Florida Disk Jock Trail 


N. Y. disk jock Art Green has 
hit the Florida trail which another 
Gotham gabber, Barry Gray, took 
a vear or so ago. Deal set via Dan 
Hollywood of General Amusement 
Corp. gives Green two shows daily, 
totalling three and a half hours. on 
WMIE, Miami. Florida’s biggest in- 
die station. 


Green resigned his N. Y. stints 








on WLIB and WINS. and took off | 
for the south the first of this week. | 


Terms of his WMIE contract, it’s 
said, will enable him to earn up to 


$60.000 yearly. Approximately half | 


of his air time on the Miami out- 
let already has been sold, eight of 
his N. Y. sponsors having bought 
15 minutes each across-the-board 
on his new shows. 


|tween the various towns, and ad- 
| ditional studios will probably have 
|to be built. Furthermore, there is 
| the complicated question of trans- 
| mitters, etc., to say nothing of the 
| whole administrative setup. It’s 
anyone’s guess at the moment 
|when things might happen, but 
|since the SABC is a semi-govern- 
|ment organization, it’s sure not to 
work at the speed of a commercial 
firm. 

Announcement, strangely 
/enough, has had the effect of 
|hypoing biz on Lourenco Marques, 
| Portuguese East Africa commercial 
| station which beams programs into 
| South Africa. Station is now ex- 
tending transmissions on weekdays 
between 7 and 10 am., and has 
sold Colgate and others during that 
new period. Station feels that 


radio a major medium for adver- 
tising and thereby help it too. 


South Africa’s move will now make | 


quesne University, which is climb- 
ing back into the football bigtime 
following a cessation of the sports 
during the war, as well as several 
clashes of Carnegie Tech, another 
local school, and nearby West Vir- 
ginia University. 

Ken Hildebrand and Dave Scott 
will man the KQV mikes for the 
descriptions. 





Youngstown’s 3d AM 


Youngstown, O., Sept. 21. 
Mahoning Valley Broadcasting 
Corp., recently granted a permit 


by the FCC with 250 watts power. | 


will go on the air within six 
months, according to John Cher- 


pack, Jr., president and chief 


engineer. 

This will be Youngstown’'s third 
standard radio station. Cherpack is 
an engineer with WKBN. 








Network Premieres | 








(Sept. 22-Oct. 2) 


SEPT. 22 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” musical- 
comedy, with Milton Berle. ABC, 
9 p.m. Texas Co. (Kudner agency.) 
SEPT. 25 
“Meme from Lake Suecess”’ 
(new), reports on United Nations. 
CBS, 6:15 p.m. Sustaining. 
SEPT. 26 
“Carnegie Hall” ‘new), musical, 
with Frank Black orch. ABC, 7:30 
p.m. American Oil Co. (Joseph 
Katz agency.) 
“Robert Q. Lewis Show,” com- 
edy. CBS, 5 p.m. Sustaining. 
SEPT. 27 
“Alka-Seltzer Time” (new), com- 
edy-music, with Herb Shriner, Ray- 
mond Scott and Quintet. CBS, 
5:45 p.m., across-the-board. Miles 
Laboratories. (Wade Advertising.) 
“Chesterfield Supper Club,” 
musical, with Perry Como. NBC, 
7 p.m., Mon-Wed-Fri. Liggett & 
Myers. ‘(Newell-Emmett agency.) 
SEPT. 28 





Emmett.) 


| Williams & Cleary.) 
SEPT. 29 
“Original Amateur Hour” (new), 
variety, with Ted Mack. ABC, 8 
p.m. Old Gold. (Lennen & 
Mitchell.) 


can. ‘Weiss & Geller.) 
“Phileo Radio Time,” musical 





| comedy, with Bing Crosby. ABC, 
10 p.m. Philco. (Hutchins Adv.) 
SEPT. 390 

“Chesterfield Supper Club,” mu- 
sical, with Peggy Lee. NBC, 7 p.m. 
Liggett & Myers. (Newell-Emmett.) 

“The Aldrich Family,” drama. 
with Ezra Stone. NBC, 8 p.m. Gen- 
eral Foods. (Young & Rubicam.) 

“Burns & Allen,” comedy, with 
Gracie Allen and George Burns. 
NBC, 8:30 p.m. Maxwell House. 
(‘Benton & Bowles.) 

“Kraft Music Hall,” music-com- 
edy, with Al Jolson. NBC,.~ 9 
p.m. Kraft Foods (J. Walter 
Thompson.) 

1 


OcT. 

“Great Seenes from Great Plays” 
(new), drama, with Walter Hamp- 
den. Mutual, 8 p.m. Protestant 
Episcopal Church. (H. B. Hum- 
phrey agency.) 

“Eddie Canter Show,” variety. 
| NBC, 9 p.m. Pabst. (Warwick & 
Legler.) 

“Smiling Ed McConnell” (new). 
narrative. ABC, 4:15 p.m. Mantle 





“Chesterfield Supper Club,” mu-| Lamp Co. (William Hart Adler, 
sical, with Jo Stafford. NBC, 7} Inc.) 
pm. Liggett & Myers. (Newell| “Jack Carson Show” (new), com- 
jedy. CBS, 8 p.m. General Foods. 
“A Date With Judy,” dramatic.| | Young & Rubicam.) 
with Louise Erickson. NBC, 8:30} OCT. 2 
p.m. Lewis-Howe Co. ‘Roche, | 


“Saturday Night Serenade,” mu- 


| sical, with Vic Damone. NBC, 7:30 
'p.m. ‘Formerly CBS at 10 pm) 


Pet Milk. (Gardner agency.) 
“Judy Canova Show,” comedy. 


| NBC, 9:30 p.m. Colgate. (Sherman 
|& Marquette.) 

“Groucho Marx Show,” comedy- | 
quiz, ABC, 9:30 p.m. Elgin-Ameri- | 


“Hollywood Star _ Theatre,” 
drama. NBC, 8 p.m. American 
Home Products. ‘Sullivan, Stauf- 
fer, Colwell & Bayles.) 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Arnold Moss, finished with his second H'wood film stint (Walter 
Wanger’s “Rein of Terror’) planed home to Gotham to resume Cabin 
B-13” and other radio-TV chores John Reed King takes “Give and 
Take” to Boston for two days next week Peg Lynch, writer and 
-co-star of “Ethel and Albert,” back from a month's honeymoon abroad 

Walter Law now a WNBC producer, succeeding Victor Campbell, 
who’s putting in his full time writing the Bob Smith show Arthur D. 
Morse ticketed to do occasional pieces on radio industry and shows for 
The Nation N. Y. Times brass nixed a deal for the paper's | N 
bureau chief, Tom Hamilton, to cover the Paris Un meeting for ABC 

Irene O'Connor, of CBS station relations, off to Europe with hubby 
for a sightseeing tour CBS program veepee Hubbell Robinson's return 
from the Coast delaved a few days by a severe cold. When he gets in, 
exec producer Bob Heller will take off upstate for three weeks at Rock- 
well Kent's farm You can now get 90 minutes of consecutive give- 
awaying on CBS Saturday nights, with “Winner Take All being shifted 
to the 9-9:30 slot following the 60-minute “Sing It Again. 


Sel Leen, William Morris agency legalite, transferred to the radio 
division Edward J. Noble’s secretary, Jeanne Fecteau, engaged to 
| West Point cadet Paul R. Hinckley—whose papa is ABC v.p. Rebert H. 
Hinckley Genera! Electric picking up a three-a-week tab on the 
WOR airing of “Gabriel Heatter’s Mailbag”... John Daly went along 
with Ed Murrow on that European hop....Lot of industry reps ex- 
pected to be on hand when FCC Commissioner Frieda Hennock keeps 
her first N. Y. speaking date since her appointment at a Biltmore 
luncheon Sunday, Oct. 10, opening National Business Women s Week 

Ezra Stone and the rest of the “Aldrich Family” tossing a 10th 
anni cocktailery tomorrow (Thurs.) at the Blanding Dream House on 
Sth ave. 

Phil Bassel added to WNYC’s newsroom staff Jay Richard Ken- 
nedy, creator of “Man Called X” (which winds up its CBS run next 
Sunday). back in N. Y. following Coast huddles with writers on a new 
show he is prepping. It’s called “Pibby Hoolihan” and an audition has 
been waxed starring Arthur Shields Leuis I. Teicher, of CBS pro- 
gram operations, to wed Rosalind S. Klafter, fashion buyer, on Oe. 2 

Bud Rifkin, recently named head of eastern tele sales for Frederic 
Ziv, and Teddy Levin, radio-TV actress, will say “I do” in Hartford on 
Nov. 21. Ziv’s exec v.p. John Sinn will be best man Kay Campbell 
into the “Lora Lawton” lineup Tess Sheehan, Ken Lynch and Ivor 
Francis added to “David Harum” cast....Blanche Gaines, writers’ rep, 
has acquired rights to the “Hello Peggy” daytime serial she originated 
15 years ago and is offering it around for sponsored revival. Sianza had 
a long run on NBC in the 30's, climbing into Hooper’s daytime Top 10 
during two years of bankrolling by the Drackett Co. 

John Tillman prepping his first package—‘Atlantic Holiday” inter- 
views with returning passengers on. the Queens Red Barber taking 
his CBS “Clubhouse” on the road, originating it from cities where he'll 
do grid play-by-plays. First shot will be from Columbus, O., next Sat- 
urday (25) Rosemary Rice in the Theatre Guild’s (ABC) “That's 
Gratitude” next Sunday (26) Ronald Dawson signed for his fourth 
year of lecturing at the Geagin School in Radio City Marty Stone's 
“Author Meets the Critics” again booked for a fall-winter ride on 
WNBC Boy born to Mrs. Sidney Torin, wife of WMCA’'s Symphony 
Sid. 

The Johnny Olsens lost practically all their belongings (none insured) 
when fire swept their midtown apartment last week—right after a thief 
| had lifted their furs and jewelry CBS’ “House Party” will sell 
broadcast tickets on its cross-country tour this fall, turning over net 
proceeds to local charities, etc. Jimmy Durante was photoed the 
| Other day with poll biggies (Hooper, Nielsen, Roper, Crossley. et al.) 
/as a buildup for a gag routine he’s prepping about the rating clan °*. 
| Jean ‘Mrs. Charles) Poletti, formerly a writer-editor in the J. Walter 
Thompson radio department, has gone to Geneva, Switzerland, to live. 
| Her lawyer-husband is establishing an office there. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Eddie Cantor flew in from his 22-city tour on behalf of United Jewish 
| Appeal to prepare for his season opener Oct. 1. Manning Ostroff re- 
turns as producer, succeeding Viek Knight, resigned, who succeeded 
‘him Jack Benny and Frank Sinatra will load up “Let’s Talk Holly- 
_ wood” Sept. 26 to help its chances for a later sale after a summer of 
subbing for Benny Louis D. Beonshaft, Jr., joined production staff 
of KTLA-TV after a month’s study of eastern techniques. He was for- 
merly aide to Stu Wilson on KTLA remotes.... New that Bob Hepe 
has the budget to travel he won't be able to hit the road until after 
first of the year. Both he and Doris Day will be tied up in pictures. 
He’s planning eight out-of-town originations during the season, four in 
New York Dick Smith, of Smith, Bull and McCreary agency. ac- 
quired radio rights to “Life of Will Rogers” and will make a recording 
for presentation to sponsors. 


Ace Ochs takes over production of Campbell's “Club 15” from Murray 
Bolen, who has been doing it as a freelance... Ward Wheelock drove 
in with his daughter to look in on the firm’s shows Don Bernard, 
Coast head of the William Esty agency, directs Bernard Schubert's 
George O'Hanlon comedy piece on Mutual, “Behind the Eight Ball”. ... 
Don Quinn, top writer on “Fibber and. Molly” since it started, will 
coordinate the scripting of the Community Chest kickoff show Sept. 30 

| to be carried by all networks .. John Masterson accompanies Eleanor 
_Reosevelt to the United Nations meet in Geneva next month and will 
| make tape recordings to be used on her ABC commentary series should 
| the net decide to start her off before she returns. __ Chesebrough re- 
newed “Dr. Christian” for the 12th consecutive year with the original 
stars, Jean Hersholt and Rosemary DeCamp .. Dinah Shore and Jane 
, Powell will be in the guest corner to help Gordon MacRae launch the 
Railroad Assn. of America series Oct. 4 with “Good News” ... Suspense” 
has booked Edward G. Robinson for Sept. 30 broadcast in a vehicle 
called “The Man Who Wanted To be Edward G. Robinson.” 


Top drawer execs of Benton & Bowles including Walter Craig, 
Michael Carlock, Clarence Goshorn and John Cobb poured into town 
for start of Railroads and Prudential shows... Hubbell Robinson hiked 
back home after a month here setting up CBS shows for the fall. Ac- 
companying him was Het Manheim, who will browse through the net’s 
story properties for possible sales to picture studios CBS will give 
Lum and Abner a “surprise” party the week before they tee up their 
new half-hour format for Frigidaire. Friends and wel] wishers will 
drop in on the program to give it that glamour touch. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ken Carpenter, formerly of NBC sales, now selling for WCFL 
Skee Wolff is taking a month off from scripting-production chores at 
WBBM, in order to put the finishing touches on his novel, “The 
Tutored Mob.” Tome has been bought by Crown Publishers Saily 
Sharkey upped to staff writer at NBC....Soprano Ingrid Hallberg 
debuts via Mutual's “Theatre of the Air” Sept. 25 Chi Radio Man- 
agement Ciub electing new officers and amending its bylaws at Sept. 
22 session In his speech to Chi ad men, Philco veepee Jimmy Car- 
mine predicted that tele set production will hit 100.000 per month be- 


tween now and the first of the year. ...Den Tennant, WMAQ director. 
,in New York with his new missus. 
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$12,000,000 GOES A- BEGGING 





This Out-Hucksters ‘Hucksters 


Santa Barbara, Sept. 21. 


Harry C. Butcher’s KIST here announced a most unusual contest 


ast Thursday (17) night. 
potion the announcement said: 


Penned by program director Mary Ann 


“The big news here in Santa Barbara tonight is a special contest 


for KIST listeners. 


to Mr. 


All you have to do is name the new son born 
and Mrs. Frederick Wakeman last night. 


The Wakemans, 


who reside at 600 East Valley road in Montecito, have two other 


children, 
Sue. Now, 
and ‘The Wastrel’ 


idea, 
night. 


one aged 10 named Fred, Jr., 
the famous author of ‘Shore Leave,’ 


and another aged 7 named 
‘The Hucksters’ 


is toying with the idea of tagging his newborn 
son with one of those well known titles, 
and we hope you do, write it down and mail it to KIST to- 


but if you have a better 


The person who selects the winning name will be awarded an 


autographed picture of the Sultan of Swat, 


ally, father 
bottle of Haig & Haig. 
the father, 


Babe. Ruth. 


But if 


you can't find that particular brand he’s willing to subsist on any 


old champagne, provided it’s free. 


listeners. Don’t hesitate. 


This is your golden opportunity, 


Mail in your suggestion for a name for 
Frederiek Wakeman’s new son now. 


You can’t let him go through 


Mca feeling as it he should be on a _bookshe lft" 











FM's Fate Likely to Be Settled At 


Chi Convention; Com Hypo Needed 


Washington, Sept. 21 
Fate of FM radio—whether it’s 
to be the biggest bust of the cen- 
tury or shot in the arm 
toward realizing its potentialities— 
the forth- 


given a 


be determined at 
coming three-day FM Assn. con- 
vention beginning Monday (27) in 
Chicago at the Sheraton hotel. 
Needed shot in the arm, accord- 
ing to FMA sources, must ccme in 


will 


form of cash support from (1) 
manufacturing members and (2) 


station members. Unless this sup- 
port is provided, FMA will pass 
from a promotional organization to 
attract new members and sell me- 
dium to public to little more than 
a legal entity to handle technical 
matters before FCC. Organization 
has been functioning with less than 
$100,000 during two years of its 
existence. 

Bright spots in FM picture, say 
advocaies, are the expected rec- 
ord attendance at 1948 convention 


+ 


with advance registration already 


at the 200 mark and necessity of 
manufacturers to push FM sets now 
that AM market is saturated. Lim- 
itations of television market to 
larger cities will prevent wide- 
spread diversion from AM produc- 
tion to video, especially by smaller 
companies geared to smalier re- 
ceiver output, FMA believes. 


' weekend with 


Dark spots in picture are poor’ 


showing of manufacturers in pro- 
ducing FM sets (output since close 
of war to Aug. 1 is approximately 
2,300,000 sets): buyer resistance to 
FM (due in part to fast rise and 
greater attraction of television); 
slowness on part of some licensees 
in establishing stations, and grow- 
ing number of FCC application 
withdrawals and surrendering of 
licenses (FM _ station licenses re- 
turned since Jan. 1: 74). 

All these problems can _ be 
licked, according to FMA, if manu- 
facturers push production and sale 
of sets and help finance Association 
in backing up broadcasters. 


British Disk Ban Kayos 
Robt. Q. Lewis Platters 


Robert Q. Lewis, who resumes 
on CBS next Sunday (26) made 
his first London and Paris trip in 
10 years just for the ride, as it 
developed. He was to have re- 
corded for the British Decca com- 
pany (London Records in the U.S.), 
but the radio comedian was caught 
in the middle of the British mu- 
Sicians union’s crackdown on Yank 
talent waxing in England. This is, 
theoretically, in parallel “coopera- 
tion” with the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Tutti Camarata had set up a se- 
ries of arrangements for Lewis 
disk dates in Londen. The come- 
dian is also a singer, and the plat- 
ters were to have put the accent 
Qn his vocalizations. 








| York film-tele package outfit, 





Church Defends FCC 


Rev. A. Powell Davies, at 
Unitarian Church, D. C., as- 
sailed in a Sunday (19) sermon 
churchmen who would deny 
atheists the right to speak on 


the radio. Referring to the 
House report, Rev. Davies said 
the Congressional committee 


has joined “timid” churchmen 
in attacking the FCC ruling. 
“What God Is This,” he | 
asked, “that you want to put 
under the protection of the 
FCC along with election cam- 
paigns, soap operas’ and 
Charley McCarthy?” 


Thought Police 
Denied By Coy 


Washington, Sept. 21. | 
The Federal Communications 
Commission was charged over the | 
“a dangerous and un- 
warranted policy of ‘thought pol- 
icing’ that has no basis in law.” 
Accusation was made in a re-'! 
port by a House Select Committee, 
which attacked FCC both for its 
Port Huron decision (stating that a 
radio station could not censor a | 
political broadcast but was immune 
from state libel laws), and _ its 
Scott decision on the rights of 
atheists to time on the air. The 
House committee commented that 


(Continued on page 34) 


Adelaide Hawley in New | 


Femme Fashion Program 


Adelaide 











Hawley, fashion com- | 
mentator, will be starred in a new 
women’s program, five elnuae | 
across the board on transcriptions, 
beginning Oct. 11. Program, titled | 
“Fashion Flashes,” is the first ra- 
dio venture of Murphy-Liliis, New 
and | 
will be produced by Mortimer 
Frankel, former CBS’ associate 
script editor, who joined M-L Aug. 
1 to inaugurate a radio department 
and created the package. 

Fashion Flashes” will feature 
news bulletins from eastern, mid- 
western and_ southern fashion 
centers in U. S. as well as from 
abroad; also answers to queries 
on style and homemaking, and 
thumbnail interviews with name | 
specialists in various fields of 
femme interest. 


KTSA’s ‘Teen Top Tunes’ 


San Antonio, Sept. 2 

A new half-hour program ‘die 
rected at teen age listeners enti- 
tled “Teen Top Tunes” will 
heard over KTSA every Thursday 
from 4:30 to 5 p.m. Program is to 
be sponsored by Joske’s of Texas | 
and is the fourth program to debut | 
under their sponsorship over 


, KTSA in recent weeks. 


Incident- | won't 
Wakeman suggests you send along a boxtop from a 
And if you'd like to aid in bolstering up 
he thinks Cherry Heering brandy would be fine. 


'them a bill of goods; 


| treatment. 
' quisition of 


| incidentally, 


be | 


PRE-TEST SHOWS, 





A number of major bankrollers | 





| are prepared to kick in $12,000,000 | 


| for network programming — day- | 


| 


| time and nighttime—if they can be | 
| convinced they’re latching onto the | 


right shows. One client alone is 
willing to earmark a total of $3,000.- 
000 for network radio, but onl) 
on condition that the shows have 
a pre-tested guarantee that they 
wind up as floperoos after 
| the initial 13-week ride. 

The “$12,600,000 stalemate” 
{stems from a “fed up” attitude on 
the part of these national spon- 
sors, most of whom have already 
taken the long count with some 
costly flop shows and are taking 
| the cynical viewpoints (1) that the 
package boys are trying to sell 
(2) the mere 
fact that the client’s wife likes a 
show or a personality isn’t suffi- 
cient reason to take the plunge. 

The situation also throws into 
sharp focus the growing insistence 
of potential advertisers to remove 
some of the element of gamble 


by subjecting shows to a series of | 


pre-testings to determine audience 
sentiment even before they go on 
the air. For example, Miles Labora- 
tories’ new Herb Shriner-Raymond 
Scott Quintet program, scheduled 
for a fail preem on CBS, was 
chosen only after it and 11 other 
properties were given the pre-test 
Similarly, Miles’ ac- 
“Hilltop House” as re- 
placement for the Lum ‘n’ Abner 
show was also the result of the 
pre-testing technique. 
Mostly Schwerin’s Baby 

Horace Schwerin, whose research 
organization accounts for most of 
the pre-testing going on in radio 
today, is authority for the present 
sentiment of the bankroller and 
the $12,000,000 figure. On the basis 
of tests currently being made for 
clients, they’re ready to pour that 
much coin into coast-to-coast pro- 
gramming, but it’s all very “iffy,” 
depending on what the qualitative 
research and analysis of the pro- 
Sa tests discloses. 

Schwerin is currently testing 21 
| acnemeian for clients. Since setting 
up his post-war operation, he’s 
tested 1,000 shows on a commercial 
basis (many of them for NBC, with 
whom he’s had a contract for the 


_ past couple of years), and has used 


350.000 people for the qualitative 
analysis tg determine the weak and 


_ strong points of shows. 


Schwerin’s contract with NBC, 
expires next month, 
but Schwerin says it’s being re- 


;newed, along with his Mutual net- 


work contract. He also claims 


/renewals with 24 other national 


clients, which include agencies and 


;j}some of the major advertisers on 
General Mills, 


radio, such as Toni, 
Miles, etc. 

In the expanded Schwerin setup, 
a Chicago office has just been ad- 
‘ded for contacting purposes, with 
a Coast office being established in 
the next few weeks. 


EXPORT OF CANNED AIR 
SHOWS HMV SIDELINE 


London, Sept. 21. 

Complete canned radio shows for 
export are the latest Electrical and 
Musical Industries (HMV) sideline. 
Success of people like Harry Alan 
Towers of Towers of London, Ltd., 
in the overseas marketing of com- 
mercial radio shows, has hypoed 
activity of top British recording 
executives. Result is that EMI is 
to allocate time in the studios now 
used for HMV, Columbia and 











WMAL Log Is Back 
Washington, Sept. 21. 

One of the late Eleanor M. 
(“Cissie”’) Patterson’s feuds ap- 
peared part way toward heai- 
ing last week as the Washing- 
ton Times-Herald quietly re- 
turned to its radio page the 
daily log of WMAL, the ABC 
outlet. Mrs. Patterson ordered 
the WMAL program schedules 
out of her paper three years 
ago when Drew Pearson, her 
ex-son-in-law, refused to de- 
lete from his Sunday night 
broadcast reference to a com- 
ment about her which a typo- 
grapher slipped into the paper. 

The edition was withdrawn 
from the streets as soon as 
the mention (concealed in the 
classified ads) was noticed. 
Pearson, however, insisted it 
was news. WMAL is owned by 
the Washington Evening Star. 

Although the daily log was 
restored, one thing was notice- 
able about the Sunday (19) list- 


ings. The names of Pearson 
and Walter Winchell were 


omitted, their air time was 
listed as merely ‘‘Comments.” 
Other ABC commentators were 
named Sunday, including Tris 
Coffin, Louella Parsons and 
Jimmy Fidler. No WMAL pro- 


@ gram was included in the regu- 


lar highlights box. 








D-F-S to Shift 


0%, Chi Staff 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample agen- 
ey will transfer at 
its Chi staff to New York in the 
latest of the agency’s moves to} 


,consolidate major strength in the, 


east. Brand handling and cre- 
ative personnel are chief among | 
the departments affected by the 
shift. 


D-F-S is among the biggest out- 
fits handling radio billings here, | 
with Procter & Gambie, General 


major clients. Move may cut into 


billing credited to midwest sales 


Parlophone disking, to the produc-| 


tion of 15 and 30-minute musical 
shows to be shipped all over the 
, world. 

Bands and stars on the EMI re- 
cording lists are being specially 
‘contracted for these shows. The 
George Melachrino Concert Or- 
chestra, and Sydney Lipton’s 
Grosvenor House band, with his 
daughter Celia as vocalist. are two 
groups who have already signed. 
| Their shows are to be aired in 
| Canada, Australia, South Africa 
and New Zealand, and negotiations 
‘are also under way with U.S. nets. 


offices of the nets, but that’s un- | 


verified. 

Local radio men are inclined to) 
a gloomy view, pointing out that | 
when D-F-S_ started as a Chi} 
agency in 1943, it had merely a 
branch office in N. Y. Within five | 
years, the positions have reversed. 


Big 7 1007, Sponsored 





On Four Kaycee Stations 


Kansas City, Sept. 21. 
Big Seven football is now a 
100°, proposition for your local 
stations, WDAF, 


by-play competition. Latest to sign 
a sponsor is 
Adams Farmy Dairy to a schedule 
of six games, beginning with the 
Kansas-Texas Christian tussle last 
Saturday (18). 

Station heretofore has used its | 
own announcers to air the play-by- | 
play, but this season games will be 
spieled by Ernie Mehl, of the Kan- 
sas City Star 





ABC Gets Dukes Up 


Readying a stiff fight against the | 
FCC’s proposed anti - giveaway | 
rules, ABC yesterday announced | 
appointment of Bruce Bromley of 
the N.Y. law firm of Cravath, 
Swaine & Moore, to represent the 
web in the matter. 


ABC veepee and genera! attorney 


Joseph A. McDonald said the net | 


will file its brief Friday (24) attack- 
ing the FCC’s proposed lottery 
regulations. Web's attorneys will 
appear before the commission to 
argue the rules on Oct. 19. 


* NBC's 


least 20% of| . é napeageen 
'will be aired during UN Week by 


Mills and Falstaff Brewing among | No, ¥ whe band 


KMBC, KCMO_ 
and KCKN, which enter the play- | 


WDAF, which inked > 


sports department. | 


CLIENTS DEMAND With All-Out Special Events Projects 


answer to the general 
| downbeat attitude on the United 
| Nations is that “now, more than 
|ever, the UN needs our all-out 
| support.” As a result, UN Week 
'is still on the books as NBC’s 
biggest special events project, and 
the web is throwing more energy 


|and air time than ever into blue- 
prints for the third annual ob- 
servance, Oct. 17-24. This year 


television, for the first time, will 
have a sole in the project. And 
a song is being composed es- 
pecially for the occasion. Song’s 
theme will be that of the whole 
| undertaking: “We can work it out 
together or fight it out alone.” 

To make sure UN Week is well 
ballyhood by the time it opens, 
|NBC has mapped out a month- 
long buildup which got under way 
Saturday (18) with a half-hour 
special stanza from Paris, where 
the UN General Assembly con- 
vened this week. Last week, also, 
a promotion kit showing how the 
Week can be highlighted locally 
| went out to all NBC affiliates, 
Exee veepee Ken Dyke and pub- 
lic affairs - education manager 
Sterling Fisher pitched the story 
to the stations on a closed circuit. 
All NBC commercial clients have 
been alerted with suggestions for 
|integrating UN Week promotion 
into their shows. 


Shows 

Web’s educational program top- 
per Margaret Cuthbert, working 
| with Fisher on plans, expects 30,- 


18 Sustaining 


|000 secondary schools and col- 
Penge in the U. S. to conduct “lit- 
tle assemblies” Friday, Oct. 22, at 
which students will listen to a 
special NBC airer from Paris, 


then conduct their own forums on 
| world affairs. Kighty-nine NBC 
| outlets already have cleared this 


| stanza. 


All told, 18 sustaining shows 
NBC, in cooperation with the 
'American Assn. for the United 
| Nations and the National Educa- 
tion Assn. Such programs as 
“Living—1948,” “Chicago Round- 
table,” “America United,” and 
NBC’s religious airers will par- 
| ticipate. Programs will be broad- 
cast day from Rockefeller Plaza, 
where the web will stage 
concerts, folk 
dances, etc. 

Buildup will include a world 
news roundup quarter-hour week- 
ily starting Friday (24), 12:15 p.m., 
and a 15-minute report on UN 
| progress weekly starting Saturday 
(25), 5:30 p.m. Both programs 
will originate from Paris. Clar- 
ence Francis, board chairman of 
General Foods, has accepted UN 
| Week chairmanship and will take 
| part in NBC programs during the 
| week. 





‘Unlawful’ Commercial 
Brings 7356 Govt. Suit 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

U. S. Government sued the Ca- 
/nadian Ace Brewing Co. here last 
' week for $735,000 on charges that 
its singing commercials had vio- 
lated a cease-and-desist order of 
the Federal Trade Commission. 
, Suit is based on 147 alleged viola- 
tions at $5,000 per, via broadcasts 
on WRBL, Columbus, Ga.; KSEK, 
Pittsburg, Kans., and Chi stations 
WIND, WENR and WCFL. 

FTC order originally issued Sep- 


; tember, 1943, was aimed to hait 
use of the word “Canadian” as a 
| brand name for beer actually 





| brewed in this country. Suds mak- 
(er at that time agreed to specify 
on all ads and labels that Canadian 
Ace Beer was manufactured in the 
U. S. 

Singing commercials on which 
,the present suit is based were 
| transcribed in 1947 for Louis 
Weitzman, Los Angeles agency for 
Canadian Ace. The e.t.’s omitted 
specifying that the beer was do- 
/mestic. Following a beef by FTC 
early this year, announcers began 
,adding the required information 
from copy supplied by the agency. 
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Marathon Dedication for WMGM Bow 
Shows There's Magic in Last 3 Letters 


By DICK DOAN + ; 


That marathon dedicatory pro-| GABRIEL HEATTER’S MAILBAG 
gram which hit WMGM’s (N. Y.) | With Heatter; Arthur Van Horn, 
50kw kilocycles last Wednesday | announcer 
(15) night, was still going last night | Writer: ag pe lea 
‘Tues.). It celebrated the Loew’s | Producer: Merri eatter 
indie’s switch in call ( 
from WHN and moveover into | 
plush Fifth Ave. headquarters, add- | 
ing up to a case of how-spectacular- Cocussiie Giaietes Meats.» oi. 
can-you-get’ For it unquestion-| .eady busy with his nightly MBS 
ably is the most star-studded S€-| nawseast and editor of MBS’ “Be- 
quence of programming ever tO|}jng the Front Page’ show on 
hit the air, and is unlikely ever | Sundays, now pops up with a 





a.m. 
Co-op 
MUTUAL, from New York 


to be duplicated, particularly bY | novel across - the - board airer| 


a non-network radio station. where he “reads his mail” for 
4s of last night no less than 150 dialers. Opening stanza Monday 

show business personalities, sports, wa W age egg ees —_ 

civic and assorted other biggies | eatter 5 dry 1umor, his p 


letters | 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30) 














J 


HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


HOW WHAT MAKES YOU TICK? 

With ey Ly Bill Farrell, Les | With John &-. et McCaffery, 
Brown orch; Hy Averback, an-| emcee; studio contestants; Dr. 
nouncer Pad en — Dr. ener Roslow; 
) $ Marks, Larry Gel- y Harrice, announcer 

bet om: Ssaevin Fidhor, Al Schwartz, oh > aeeece Addison 

“y Rose s 

Mn vb Cate 15 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:45 a.m. 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. (EDT) PROCTER & GAMBLE 

LEVER BROS. ABC, from New York 

NBC, from Hollywood ; (Compton) _ 

(Young & Rubicam) This, at least, makes a little more 

After nearly a decade of riding | sense than the current run-of-the- 
the Hooper crest in the Tuesday /mill quiz shows which merely use 
night 10 o’clock segment on NBC, ; the q. and a. routine as a means of 

Bob Hope started running into | shoveling out giveaways. rhere's 

plenty of rating trouble last sea-| entertainment in the “Tick?” for- 

son. The general lament, both| mat and the gifts are incidental. 

among lay and trade gentry, was | Stanza, as it preemed Monday (20) 

that “Hope's getting stale; he needs|on ABC, is a transcribed new 

a new format.” quarter-hour, five-a-week version of 
This season his sponsor, Lever|the weekly half-hour which got a 

Bros.. has given the comedian | Mutual buildup via Helbros spon- 

| more than a new format. Not only | sorship this past summer 

|are the old Hope standbys ‘Vera! Described as a psychological quiz 

Colonna, Frances | test, stanza has McCaffrey asking 





| Vague, Jerry : 
Langford, et al) gone but his | interviewees to “rate” themselves, 
sponsor has moved him up a" / from 0 to 100, on such matters as 
hour into the -.old Amos n Andy “How affectionate are you?” or 
9-9:30 tinie, switched the product “How do you qualify as a baby- 


"*? 


. ve |OSOophy, and in one instance with 
‘ “ace >w-named indie’s . . 
had graced the new-namec some Heatterian advice to the 


ether with kudos, chatter, song lovelorn 


It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 





plug from Pepsodent to Swan Soap 


sitter,?” ete., then answer ques- 


ee ene 


numbers, nitery acts, instrumental | As worked out by Heatter, his 
selections, reminiscences, ad in- | 


bands had done turns. Giving | ment. One woman who wrote in 
WMGM’'s brass and everybody in-| urged a law to prevent married 


volved a lot of credit for the monu- | women from working since her | 
mental task of rounding up such | husband was cut down to four! 


an array of names, for a series of | days a week at his plant because 
night-after-night “salutes” pretty | more ppc cede been hired 
evenly produced, there isn’t any i A wae I Res Phy He oe 
doubt, at the same time, but that | 2€? Sussestion Saying he felt suc 
4 ne : > >|a statute would be ‘contrary to 
the magical last three letters of | equality.” 
the stations pre Fenprety ve Byes | Another correspondent proposed 
to do with its ability to unto i. a share-the-wealth plan which 
a dizzying whirl of headline ta ent. Heatter scoffed at by rattling off 
Station reached out to Holly- | the assertion that if this country’s 
wood to pick up salutes not only|income were divided equally 
from its own M-G studios, but/among the population, each in- 


from Wainer Bros., via that out- | dividual would receive only $22.- | 


Band and Singing Sergeants glee twice-wed woman who was a firm 
club was piped in from Washing- | believer in divorce. Then, rather 
ton in an AAF Salute. Other se-| than siding with one letter writer 
quences ifcluded congratulatory | Who protested that his profligate 
programs by ASCAP, the night brother-in-law had_ bought a car, 
club industry, the sports world, refrigerator, television set and 
S.oew'’s Theatres. the Theatre Au- _ was getting a baby on credit, 
thority, the trade press, the record congealed, a 
industry and the top bands. As presently constituted. Heat- 
The opening night’s three-hour | : 


l ter has an airer charged with hu- 
parlay of entertainment, first with | man inierest. Varied nature of 


fit's KFWB. The U. S. Air Force tw He also disapproved of a 





its cavalcade of oldtime radio!the letters combined with the | 


faves, then with Louis B. Mayer 
trotting out the whole stable of 
Metro pix personalities for 60-min- 
ute showcasing, and an hour salute 
from Manhattan niteries, was 
strictly. bigtime showmanship, even 
judged on network standards. 


commentator’s droll wit and ob- 
servations should find it an ample 
housewife audience in this pre- 
noon slot. While the show is on 
a sustaining basis this week on 
Mutual, it goes co-op next week 
when General Electric dealers 


| pick up the tab Monday-Wednes- | 


Hollywood's Salute | day-Friday and B. C. Headache 
The Hollywood pickup, in par- | Powders on Tuesday and Thurs- 
ticular, from the George Murphy | 4@Y.., Oddly enough, no mention 
slick emceeing, through the Red of the forthcoming . Sponsorship 
Skelton byplay on the WHN-to- was made on the initial program. 
WMGM segue, into the Walter Gilb. 
camehy inner, was wittatiy sos 9) | ee 
those “dream shows” that indie aes Wane ae, eo 
operations fall heir to once in a/ Writer: Ed Ettinger 
lifetime. Aside from the air talent | Producer: Brooks Elms 
involved, the show had a top writ- | 30 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 
ing-production§ assist, and that | WOR, N. Y. 
went for the preceding “Caval- Originally a sustainer on WOR 
cade” session, sparked by Ted Hu- | Some nine vears ago, Dave Elman’s 
sing. | Hobby Lobby is back on the same 
One of the few sour notes to| Station minus a bankrolier for the 
come out of the whule week-long |'™Me being. In the past the show 
affair developed as a result of in- | has been on on the nets with the 
appropriate handling, the ARCAP | See, a and has been 
toppers felt, of their memorial to| chi ay Ry oe turning out soap 
Victor Herbert. Composers report- | package Fess wa Elman's 
“i tcp he bs ln é f manates solely from 
edly felt his musie was too “jazzed| WOR aj present, it’s understood 
up” for the occasion, but they were | the airer will be transcribed ‘for 
powerless to do anything about it. | out-of-town outlets 
Otherwise, this second-night ses- On the basis of its second shot 
sion ‘excusing the backslapping)|Sunday (19), it’s obvious that 
came off as a memorable reprising | Hobby Lobby still retains the 
of ASCAP hits. The range was} familiar format with the usual 











: nephew Merrill, and brother Max, | 
finitum. A total of 11 choirs and | the letters chosen offer the com- | 
vocal groups, and 14 orchestras and | mentator a wide range for com-| 





THE ATOM AND YOU 

With Eddie Dunn, emcee; Frank 
McCarthy, announcer 

| Director: Sam Levine 

Producer: Sherman H. Dryer 

25 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MBS, from New York 


ever heard on the air. “The Atom 
fand You,’ a four-program series, 


This is the most macabre show | 


erating out of the Young & Rubi-/| (py Leon Arons and Dr. Sidney 
cam office), and inserted a NeW | Roclow) to decide how the person 
cast of characters, notably agp 'rates on the subject. Interviewee 
’ ane 2 — . - “ch | > ° ‘ 

them Doris Day, Les Brown's ore’ | rating himself closest to the 
4 = assortment of stooge} judges’ figure wins the “grand 
characters. au yrize’’ (last Monday it was an 

Unfortunately, the one basic in- | Saniele food mixer), 

sredient they failed to provide, at ; 
eg last Tuesday's (14) open- | Questions are often leading. de- 
— oe hpi out de® aterial, | Signed to promote fun, and succeed 
ing stanza, was funny _materia ‘lteirly well 4 joi : alt] +} 
This year Hope has fortified him- ng y be y ner the | t aioe 
self with a stable of six—count |#! & Couple of points in the iniftaler 


(with the result that he’s now op: | tions enabling two psychologists 
| 
| 
| 





‘stemmed from the sound idea of 
putting educational material into a 
sugar-coated entertainment cap- 
sule. The result, it was hoped, 
would be a new documentary for- 
mat which would appeal to mass 
audiences. The result, as it turned 
'out, may have a wide listening re- 
sponse but it was anything but 
| educational. Dealing as it did with 
ithe problem of atomic energy, the 
| preem broadcast (20) was terrify- 
|ing in its irresponsible lightmind- 
| edness. 

| The show transformed the atom 
'bemb into just another gimmick 
|for a quiz airer, complete with 
| giveaways, gagging emcee and 
| howling studio audiences. The pro- 
gram originators may have thought 
that some valuable’ information 
would be sneaked across in this 
form but they succeeded only in 
reducing the atomic problem to a 
plaything or parlor game, too trivial 
for serious reflection. Eddie Dunn, 
as emcee, pased the questions con- 
cerning the manufacture of atomic 
energy to studio participants who 
were, as usual, rewarded with give- 
aways, whether they knew the an- 
swer or not. 

Each participant who failed to 
answer his question, however, was 
required to undergo some scientific 
experiment such as touching a 
high-volt generator or operating a 
radio-active measuring device. One 
/ woman was asked to smash a piece 
of uranium with a hammer. It was 
the high point of the show. In the 
audible foreground, there was a 
sound effect of an atomic explo- 
sion, an echo of Hiroshima; in the 
| background, there was the con- 
i vulsed laughter of the studio audi- 
| ence getting a kick out of it all. 

Herm. 





|BIG TOWN 
| With Edward Pawley, Fran Carlon 
| Writer-Director: Jerry McGill 
| 30 Mins.; Tues., 10 p.m. 
| LEVER BROS. 
| NBC, from New York 
(SSC&B) 
Stepping into Bob Hope’s former 





_reshuffle, “Big Town” will have no 
| trouble in reassembling its follow- 
ling if it continues in the same 
| bang-up and bang-bang vein. This 


|’em—six script and gag men | ee ae imagine 
| previous years he’s had as many | wha me oie 10 crowd was gullaw- 
as eight and nine). But what the |/ng over. ] cCaffrey clicks as con- 
sextet has come up with is form- | ferencier. 
less. The show hitches to nothing, Listener isn’t allowed to forget 
lacks color, sustains no mood; in| the sponsor for any length of time. 
short, provides filler material be-| P&G not only has Ivory Flakes 
tween the Doris Day vocalizing.| blurbs at opening and close, and 
Certainly what it failed to bolster | two full-size plugs during the pro- 
was Hope's top billing as the show's | ceedings, but works in “the Ivory 
star. Flakes microphone,” gifts ‘com- 
Essentially, there is no radical | pliments of Ivory Flakes,” ete. It 
departure from the old Hope for-/| gets pretty sudsy. Doan. 
mat, with his inevitable quips and 
running gags for the opener, but) HOMETOWN REUNION 
with the tempo considerably | With Eddy Arnold, Duke of Padu- 
slowed down. But where the old cah, Willis Bros. Trio, Annie, 
familiar Colonna-Vague comedy Lou & Danny, Hometown Band 
inserts, though not always hitting & Choir, Barbershop Quartets 
par, stamped the show by their]! producers: Charles & Bill Brown 


particular qualities. much as a Bert) pjreetor: Charles Brown 
Gordon has heightened an Eddie | 39 mins., Sat., 10 p.m. 


Cantor stanza over the years, Sustaining 


| Hope’s crew of writers” = oo _CBS, from Nashville 
left to the mercy of a joke book E ; 
that they can't tag. It was a rud- wan aa 
derless show last week that prac-| eq hillbill ge sgh altel jp 
; ‘ ed hillbilly units in metropolitan 
tically floundered. ‘e fortunate | #5. Well as rural areas. Arturo Tos- 
, Hope itas been ore pier canini or Tommy Dorsey*may not 
a bai "aateliar’ tile Day's draw too well in the cornbelt, but 
naturalness and charm and her yodelers, rural crooners and bu- 
“Tree in the Meadow,” ‘which she = —— frequently fill big 
dueted vith Hope to the accom- ’ dl = maere, 
paniment of some dramatized|, This trend to rural revels has 
“forest come to life’ funny busi-| De€M pronounced since the start of 
ness, was easily the show's stand-| the war. Many city lads apparent- 
out. ly learned to like the countrified 
In Bill Farrell, young Cleve-| form of entertainment while under 
land kid, Hope also has a singer | the influence of country bumpkins 
with a swell set of pipes. Les|' army camps, ete. 
Brown’s musical backgrounding is Consequently, any well-produced 
tops. | jamboree is virtually guaranteed a 
Hy Averback handles the Swan | sizable audience. “Hometown Re- 
commercials effectively. Rose. union” falls into that category. 
nentieioneemnaians | Without discussing its basic artistic 
CRIME. RADIO. FILMS AND | merit, “Reunion” is a rapidly-paced 
COMIC BOOKS and talent-laden collection that will 
With Justin Miller, moderator , provide a full measure of entertain- 








‘spot in the Lever Bros.’ program | 


30 Mins., 10:15 p.m., Wed. 
KIRO, Seattle 


recorded while the American Bar 
Assn. was meeting in Seattle. 
Tenor of remarks of lawyers on 
ithe discussion was that crime 
{shows and lurid comics have a di- 
irect bearing on juvenile crime, al- 
\though they were opposed to any 





: : \form of censorshi 
from longhair (Deems Taylor's; flock of hobbyists on hand to|show is straight melodrama spun| media. — eS Se oe 


“Through the Looking Glass’) to| lobby” for their avocations. One 
lowdown (W. C. Handy playing his | ©@nge, probably for economy pur- 
original arrangement of “St. Louis | POSES. is the absence of the musical 
Blues”). Fred Ablert, ASCAP| Packground, Lack of an orchestral 
prexy. emceed, with an assist from | U™4 however, failed to disturb the 
Rene tuck allies * canal wong dd the 
The cross-country kudo from y o a ecting 
KFWB, noteworthy for its parent — Oi ne Gant goldfish. 
competitor aspect “was courtesy of a +d te renee gor 
Harry Maizlishs with Thomas Pree. |e neat New York lawyer who 
arry Maizlishy with Thomas Free-| was raised in the Virginia moun- 
bairn-Smith producing and emcee- tains. His hobby was the dulcimer, 
ing, the talent including the Mod-| ancient stringed instrument. He 
ernaires, Ernie Felice Quartet, Joe | Played an Elizabethan ballad com- 
Lyle, Paulina Carter, Peggy Mann,|™on to his native region and also 
Jack McElroy, and the California| S8ng the lyrics in an engaging 
Junior Symphony. tenor. Several participants faltered 
As the dedicatory marathon went |!" Yeading their lines. But after 
into its fifth round last night (Tue.) | @ll. that’s to be expected. Elman, 
—the station took a weekend | "© questions his guests, smoothly 
breather, resuming the big noise | pwc the exhibits through their 
Monday following the three-day se- | — Gilb. 
quence of chest-puffing affairs last | 
week—the indie took bows from a/the call letters last week went to 
ratt of showbiz vets including! Mayor William O'Dwyer. Messages 
Georgie Price, Molly Picon, Joe'were read {trom Gov. Thomas E 
Laurie, Jr., Jack Pearl, Cliff Hall, Dewey, FCC Chairman Wayne Coy. 
Gus Van. Benny Fields, Bert | among 
Wheeler, Harry Hershfield, Block} WMGM’s end, were shared by g.m. 
and Sully, Buck and Bubbles, Bob) Frank Roehrenbeck, program di- 
Howard, Smith and Dale and Pat!rector Ray Katz, station director 
Rooney. | Herbert L. Pettey and sales topper 
Honor of formally changing over Bertram Lebhar, Jr. 











others. The bows. on/! 


out of a formula which is currently 


Instead of an FBI agent or private 
}eye or district attorney, ete., the 
| super-sleuth in this series is a 
newspaper man, played by Ed- 
|ward Pawley in the traditional 
|stvle of the grim-voiced guardian 
;of the law. The market for this 
type of fare is apparently inex- 
| haustible. 

On the fall preem (14), the show 
{slugged its way from one violent 
‘climax to another without halting 
|for any demands of logic. Track- 


ing down a murderous racketeer, | 


‘hero Steve Wilson bypasses the 
/police and takes a powerful shel- 
lacking from the gangsters but 
finally brings the varmints to book 


/with the aid of his femme side- | 


‘kick, Fran Carlon. Each week, 
{this plot seaffolding is filled in 
{with enough varying details to 
make the yarn seem novel without 
destroying the familiar pattern for 
' dialers. 

| Plugs for Lifebuoy are trip- 
hammered along the angle that 
scientific tests prove the soap 
washes “cleaner.” It's a welcome 
switch from the discomforting body 
odor accusations. Herm, 


being used for at least half adozen| K]RO. and 
|other crime-busters on the air. |}{he jj 


Ken Yeend, program director of 
only representative of 
industries on the’ program, 
|was put on the spot several times 
jin the discussion, but he had the 
janswers and pointed out that 
jthere was no correlation between 
ithe number of crime shows and 
\the amount of juvenile crime. His 
{point was strengthened by Lillian 
| Johnson, exee secretary of Ryther 
{Child Center who said that in 15 
years of work with children she 
had never heard of any delin- 
quency caused by radio, movies or 
comic books. 
_ Justin Miller, NAB prexy, act- 
|ing as moderator, did a good job 
‘in holding the discussion to the 
isubject, also getting in a plug for 
ithe NAB Code 

Basically there were three points 
(of view expressed in the discus- 
jsion. That of Yeend and Miss 
iJohnson that there were basic 
| family, social and economic causes 
|for crime beside which the effect 
iof crime shows and comics were 
‘minor; that of sociologist Dr. Ruth 
|\Inglis who advocated research so 
effects could be more definitely 


‘who felt some curb was needed. 
2 
teed. 


ment to devotees of this type show. 
Participants are experienced 


This roundtable discussion of hands in this kind of shindig, with 
the effect of radio, motion pic- | 
tures and comics on youth was} 


name value contained in Eddy Ar- 
nold, one of the leaders in the 
hillbilly disk field, and the Duke 
of Paducah, whose maizey observa- 
tions at least bring studio laughs. 
In addition, there’s an assortment 
of characters including Willis Bros. 
trio; Annie, Lou and Danny, and 
the Hometown band and choir. 


_For added measure there's a de- 
vice to insure advance buildup in 
towns where the show hits. Bar- 
ber Shop Quartet competitions are 
held by local stations with two win- 
ners appearing on the network air- 
ing. Final winner is selected by 
audience applause. 

Initial two layouts in this series 
originate in Nashville, and entire 
show travels to various other towns 
probably making converts to this 
type of entertainment during its 
travels. Jose. 








| QUIET PLEASE 
With Ernest Chappell, Dan Sutter, 
Peggy Stanley, Athena Lord, Al- 





‘determined, and that of lawyers | 


bert Buhrmann, organist: Ed 
Michael, announcer 
Producer-Writer-Director: 
Cooper 
30 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| ABC, from New York 
Wyllis Cooper is apparently an 
experienced hand in fashioning 
; custom-built chillers out of com- 
| paratively insignificant occur- 
/rences. Meny of his “Lights Out” 
| sessions contained that theme. 
_ With the added experience of that 
series made good use of in his new 
| show, “Quiet Please,” new layout 
} (Continued on page 32) 
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Indie TV Producers Form Own Assn. DU MONT NT SKEQS ‘ABCs Commercial TV Kickoff Gets 
Weekly Showcase Program Mapped TAM TOTP. Nod Over NBC's Midwest Video 


Independent television produc- + 


ers got their newly formed associa- | 


tion rolling impressively last Wed- 
nesday (15) in a second organiza- 
tional meeting in New York. The) 
elected indie packager Martin 
Gosch, one of the flywheels in the 
movement, as pro-tem prexy. They 
laid broad outlines of the activities 
they hope to initiate, including 


sponsorship of a 30-minute weekly | 
network TV program to showcase | 


members’ wares. 


Chartering and incorporation of | 


the Independent Television Pro- 
ducers Assn. is under way, it was 
reported. An office will be set up 
in N. Y. and a fulltime secretary 
retained. The organization will be 
national in scope, with units to be 
organized in Chicago, Hollywood, 
Philadelphia, and wherever else 
TV producers operate. 

Named as temporary officers, be- 
sides Gosch, were: Irvin Suids, 
head of his own outfit, veepee; 
Nathan M. Rudich, Gainesborough 
Associates, secretary; Henry White, 
World Video, treasurer. 

Additionally, a steering commit- 
tee was elected, composed of 
Charles Basch, head of own outfit; 
Judy Dupuy, Video Events; Stanley 


Simmons, North American Video 
Productions; Arthur Ehrlich, Ehr- 
lich & O'Malley; Johnny Graff, 


own outfit; Jack Levine, own out- 


fit: Oland Hollingsworth, H. B. & 
K. Films for Tele; Oliver Nicoll, 
Radio Features of America, and 


Bernard Sackett, own outfit in 
Philly. 

tecommendations submitted by 
committees and approved included 
establishment of a standard distri- 
bution agreement; establishment of 
a uniform code for visual credits 
for producers; proposal of an im- 
mediate “alignment” between 
ITPA and the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, whereby 
a rep of the TV producers would 
sit in on all 4A’s meetings to dis- 
cuss mutual interests; establish- 
ment of a clearing house for ITPA 
members to establish rights, titles, 
ideas, formats, etc. 


Corwin to Take 





Ist Dip Into TV ’ 


Norman Corwin returned from 
his European junket last week 
and is sticking around New York 
long enough to blueprint general 
outlines of the shows he'll do for 
CBS duting the first six months 
of next year. He'll shove off 
Saturday (25) for Hollywood to 
clear up film chores and_ lay 
groundwork for pic work he'll re- 
sume during the latter half of 
1949. 


As plans now shape up, Corwin 
expects to devote at least half of 
his term with CBS next year to 
television — his first dip into this 
medium. What shows he'll do, in 
AM as well as TV, are still un- 
decided. He's’ kicking around 
half a dozen ideas, he said. One 
thing certain, he added — “they 
won't be documentaries.” He's 
Z0ing to go back to programming 
accenting radio as an art form, 
the type of stuff he originally did 

Corwin said he brought back 


no air material — “only a stack 
of notes’ — from Europe, where 
he went for a month in a One 


World delegation to dedicate sev- 
eral F. Hi. LaGuardia memorials. 
Writer - director - producer did 
his last air series about a year 
and a half ago. 





Dallas—Construction is expected 
to get under way at once on the 
television outlet of KRID. with 
plans calling for it to be on the air 
within 12 months. A tower will be 
built atop the Dallas Herald-Times 
building in the downtown area to 
a 560-foot height above the street 
level. Station will serve as the 
CBS outict in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. 





Backdrop Backed Up 


Sun Vallev, Sept, 21. 


In view of the new NBC 
code’s application to televi- 
sion, as well as AM radio. and 


its emphasis on commercial 
time restrictions, the question 
of whether the backdrop used 
on the Tuesday night “Texaco 
Star Theatre’ TV show consti- 
tutes a 60-minute running 
commercial necessitated some 
fast thinking. 
NBC, with quick nod and 
assent from Texaco, decided 
that, as used, the backdrop 
adds up to a touch of show- 
manship and as such is “not 
offensive.” it stays. 


Philco’s 176 Nut 
For Playhouse 
A New High in TV 


“Philco Television Playhouse.” 
which preems Oct. 3 on the NBC- 
TV web with an hour-long adapta- 
tion of “Dinner at Eight,” will be 
the most expensive TV package to 
date. Show carries a weekly talent 
cost of $10,000, which puts it in a 
class with some of the top radio 
programs. In addition, it’s to be 
carried on a 17-station network (10 
of them by kinescope recordings) 
for an additional time and facili- 
ties cost of $7,000 per week, giving 
the show a weekly budget of $17,- 
000. 

All-star cast has been rounded 
up for the teeoff performance olf 
the George S. Kaufman-Edna Fer- 
ber legiter, including Peggy Wood. 
Dennis King, Mary Boland and 








Vicki Cummings. Supporting play- 
ers include Philip Loeb, Matt 
Briggs, Jane Seymour and Joyce 


Van Patien. Music Corp. of Amer- 
lica, which packages the show in 
|conjunction with Actors Equity 
'Assn., has lined up an imposing 
list of plays for succeeding weeks. 
“Dinner” is to be followed by “Re- 


becca,” “Street Scene” and _ the 
Late Christopher Bean.” 
Series is to be slotted in the 
to 10 slot on Sunday nights 


meaning it will face some of ithe 
toughest competition from both ra- 
dio and tele. It will square off di- 
‘rectly across from Walter Winchell 
,on the ABC radio web. Winchell 
copped the No. 1 Hooper spot on 
the last ratings. TV competition 
will be Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” on the CBS-TV web, which 
has pulled down the top ratings 
from both Hooper and Pulse for 
the last several weeks. 

Under an arrangement among 
MCA, Equity and Philco, which is 
bankrolling the series through the 
Hutchins agency, each of the actors 
appearing on the show is to turn 
over a part of his pay to the Actors’ 
Fund. Equity, in return, will try 
to make available the top thesping 
talent. Former Equily prez Bert 
Lytell is serving as program coor- 
dinator, with NBC-TV staffer Fred 
Coe handling the tele production 
and direction. 


P&G, COLGATE STILL 
SHOPPING FOR SHOWS 


Procter & Gamble and Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet, two competing 
soap firms which last week op- 


tioned separate half-hour time seg- 
ments on the NBC-TV web. haven't 
vet found a show to their liking 
Second firm, in fact, doesn't yet 
know which product to plug, so the 
starting dates on both series are 
stili indefinite. 

P&G is to hold down the Friday 
9-9:30 p.m. slot, with Colgate get- 
ting the same segment Monday 
nights. Time buys mark Colgate's 
entry into video and P&G's first 
bankrolling of a show on the NBC- 

iTV web. 


| that, 


| latter 


DuMont television’s ambitious 
plan to launch WABD, its N.Y. 
flagship station, into fullscale day- 
time operations next month is ex- 
pected to create added trouble fo: 
several radio stations in the metro- 
politan area—if the plan is success- 
ful. 

Station announced this 
starting in early October. it 
would take the air Monday through 
Friday at 7 a.m. 
studios on Madison avenue, N_Y., 
and program continually until 6 
p.m. At that time, it will cut to its 
John Wanamaker studios for its 
regular evening schedule, with the 
running also Saturday 
Sunday evenings. New program- 
ming will add 53 hours weekly to 
the station’s current average of 
2814, thereby giving it more hours 
of solid programming time than 
any TV outlet now on the air. 


Foreseeable trouble for AM sta- 
tions is based on the fact that 
regular tele programming’ has 


already cut considerably into radio 
listening in those homes owning 
TV sets. If DuMont can program 
shows of sufficient quality to main- 


tain audience interest throughout 
the day, the atdience for many ot 
the 30 AM stations now feeding 


signals into the metropolitan area 
will be cut that much more. Then, 
if other stations follow WABD's 
example, local spot advertisers may 
eventually find their best market 
lies with TV instead of radio. , 
To Buck AM Stations 
WABD’'s daytime programming 
plans, in fact, are~apparently set 
up to buck AM stations instead of 
tele. Because it doesn’t want to 
go in for the heavy expense of 
elaborate productions and _ also 
because it realizes the available 
audience for visual shows may be 
extremely small, DuMont plans to 
air shows for the most part that 
can be appreciated just as much 
from listening to them as from 
watching them. While the station 


week | 


from its original | 


and | 


Inaugural; 





Where There’s Smoke... 
Spoof of radio giveaway 
shows attempted by Dennis 
James, wrestling announcer on 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). back- 
fired strangely this week. 


James offered a box of 
cigars to any viewers who 
could identify the “mystery 


hold of the week,’ which he 
pointed out any time a couple 
of wrestlers got tangled up. 
Gimmick drew plenty of mail, 
but 90° of the answers came 
from women. He hopes they 
won't take up cigar- -smoking. _ 








KLAC Gets On 


Air After Fast 
And Rough Ride 


Hollywood, Sept. 
station will ever + Oe 
difficulties than those be- 


No 
more 


| setting KLAC-TV on its premiere 


will have a picture of some kind 


on the air at all times, its program- 
ming nonetheless may be com- 


(Continued on page 34) 


WCBS Ups Rates 
To Keep in Step 


Keeping pace with rate increases 
announced by other N. Y. televi- 
sion stations, WCBS-TV. CBS’ N. Y. 
flagship station, this week pub- 
lished new rates effective Oct. 1. 
In announcing the new rates, CBS- 
TV sales manager David V. Sutton 
pointed out that the TV cost per 
1.000 families, based on the sta- 
tion’s new $1,000 per hour charge, 
and an estimated 300,000 sets in 
N. Y. by Oct. 1, is $3.33, or 43° 7 
lower than the April 1 figure. 

Rate of $1,000 ‘per hour in- 
cludes only air time. Station 
charges another $200 per hour for 
camera rehearsal, meaning that a 
one-hour live studio production, 
which usually takes a minimum of 
five hours’ camera rehearsal, would 
cost an advertiser a total $2,000. 
Class A time ranges down to $285 
for a_ five-minute segment, with 
Class B time scaled from $600 per 
hour to $170 tor five-minutes. 

Station is one of the first to 
publish a rate for remote pickups, 
charging $800 for “any programs 
utilizing normal equipment and 
crew, including practicable re- 
hearsal time at remote location.” 
That charge is to be added to the 
$1,000 per hour air time charge. 
Film facilities range from $125 
per hour to $45 for five-minutes. 
Usual frequency discounts are 
available. 














New Phone Number 


VaRIETY’s new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700. 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phon 
number applies until Oct. 3. 


sweaters used by the opposing | 
‘teams. 

KLAC-TV, owned by Dorothy 
Thackrey and now awaiting FCC | 


,games of the Pacific Coast 


radio show, 
named tele director 


telecast last Friday night (17). 
Taking to the air after one night 
of testing, the station was forced 
to use makeshift. mobile equip- 
ment to pick up the USC-Utah 
football game, its $12,000 truck 
being involved in a rail crackup 
at Omaha. ws 

When its 2-20 lens failed to ar- 
rive, nurried calls were put 
through to Camden, N. J., to fly 
it out. A police escort hurried the 
lens to the Coliseum and it was 
adjusted just before the kickoff. ; 
Without sufficient time for test- 
ing, the pattern was blurry and 
the game hard to follow on the 
long shots. The closeups were, 
acceptable but the camera work 
none too sharp. It was almost 


| impossible to tell which team was 
| which due to the yellow and white | 


approval for sale to Warner Bros., 
bought football rights to the L. A 
Con- 
ference for $75,000. So far there’s 
no sponsor. 

Fred Ifenry produced the grid 
premiere, with Louis Boonshaft, 
Jr., assisting. Paul Schultz engi- 
neered and the audio brought the 
voice of Sam Balter. For a fast 
job KLAC-TV did well enough 
but the ‘improvement will have to 
be considerable before it can 
match the performances of KTLA, 
KTSL or KFI. 


AUSTRIAN EXIT COSTS 
FCB AGENCY $25,000 


Ralph B. Austrian’s exit as tele- 
vision veepee of the Foote, Cone & 
Belding ad agency last week cost 
the agency $25,000 to buy out his 
contract. Three-vear pact at $25,000 
annually had a two-year cancella- 
tion clause. Since Austrian left 
after only one year, the agency was 
forced to pay him off for the sec- 
ond. 


Austrian’s ankling was one of 
mutual agreement, due to what he 
termed “irreconcilable . differences 
of opinion” with agency toppers. 
Roger Pryor, former film-legit 
actor, and presently announcer on 
the CBS “Pause That Refreshes” 
among others, was 
of the FC&B 
New York office. He served for- 
merly as Austrian’s assistant. 

James Fonda aiso leaving FCB 
to join CBS’ network program staff 
in Hollywood Oct. 15. Fonda wil! 
be in charge of developing the 
Amos ‘h’ Andy program as a video 
property. 





| ming, 


| Scripps-Howard 


l City Feed Uneven 


Chicago, Sept. 21 

Television networking was born 
in the midwest last night (20). 
Both ABC and NBC celebrated the 
occasion—inauguration of the Bell 
System’s 2,000-mile coaxial circuit 
from St. Louis to Buffalo—with 
special programs piped to outlets 
along the cable. But, on three 
scores, ABC copped the laurels. 

For (1), ABC jumped on the cir- 
cuit at 6 p.m. getting a full-hour 
beat on NBC in debuting web TV 
operation; (2) ABC kicked off its 
networking with a commercial 
show (“On The Trail,” a variety 
stanza, for Admiral Radio, 6-6:30 
p.m.), whereas NBC teed off spon- 
sorless; and (3) ABC announced 
plans for regular web program- 
while NBC confessed that, 
owing to expense, its three-hour 
inaugural was a one-shot web af- 
fair and ro further networking is 
on the books for the moment. Of 
course, if a sponsor turns up, that'll 
be different. Or if a special event 
warranting it comes along, a web 
feed will again be ordered. 


In that regard, NBC sources 
hinted that Lucky Strike may any 
moment pick up the tab for 
Saturday afternoon networkiag of 
grid games on the midwestern 
hookup. 

ABC originated its web debut 


from its new Chicago owned and 
operated station, WENR-TV, which 
took to the air only three days be- 
fore. New Admiral variety show 
was fed to WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee; 
WBEN-TV, Buffalo, and WEWS, 
Cleveland. It'll be a weekly stanza. 
Net says at least two or three ad- 
ditional shows, all sustaining, will 
be fed over the coax skein weekly 
to start. 
Hookup last 
cial 


marked offi- 
identification of WEWS, 
station, and 
WBEN-TV, Buffalo News-owned, 
as full TV affiliates of ABC. Web’s 


(Continued on page 32) 


Toscy AM-TV Deal 
Warms Slowly 


NBC 


night 





is currently trying to ped- 


die a simultaneous AM-TV pickup . 
‘of its Saturday 


afternoon “NBC 
Symphony” when maestro Arturo 
Toscanini returns to take over the 
baton in early winter. Several 
clients have shown some interest 
but no deal has been signed yet. 
Asking price for the symphony, 
which has been sustaining on radio 
since General Motors bowed out 
several years ago, hasn’t been dis- 
closed. 

Chief stumbling block is the pre- 
vailing opinion that the symphony, 


,even with the showmanly Tosca- 


nin at the controls, has little to offer 
TV viewers on a week-in, week-out 
basis. According to one agency 
exec, it makes for a good show if 
some Wagner or other lively music 
is presented, but NBC can’t be ex- 
pected to bypass the more placid 
works for the sake of tele. 

Symph was televised twice last 
winter on a simultaneous pickup. 


INS-NBC DEAL SEEN SET 
ON FOOTBALL SCORES 


INS-Telenews was closing a deai 
with NBC yesterday (Tues.) to feed 
football scores of games through- 
out the country to NBC-TV Satur- 
days during the web's’ Lucky 
Strike-sponsored telecasts of east- 
ern collegiate grid games 

Scores will be fed via INS-Video 
News Tape, which will be screened 
from NBC's studios during half- 
time and at the end of each of the 
10 games on the schedule. It'll be 
a special service to NBC, starting 
next Saturday (25). 
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WENR-TV INAUGURAL 
With Lou Holtz, Paul Whiteman, 
Victor Borge, Ginny Simms, 
Jerry Colonna, Buck and Bub- 
bles, Margaret Harris, Szonyis, 
Montana Jack, Maple City Four, 
Indian Dancers, “Breakfast 
Club” with Don McNeill, Jack 
Owens, Patsy Lee, Fran Allison, 
and Sam Cowling; “Ladies Be 
Seated” with Tom Moore; WENR 
“Amateur Hour” with Bob 
Murphy; Herbie Mintz, Beulah 
Karney, Herb Newcomb, Wayne 
Griffin; condtctors Rex Maupin, 
Ed Ballantine and Mary Hart- 
line. 
Producer: Harold Stokes 
Directors: Jack Gibney, Greg Gar- 
riso? 
4 Hrs., 52 Mins.; Fri. (17), 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WENR-TV, Chicago 
In preeming the new Civic 
studio and WENR-TV, its second 
o-&-o tele station, ABC gave Chi- 
cago viewers a modified version of 
the recent WJZ-TV bow. The 
“dream bill” device was tossed out, 
along with any sentimental hark 
back on vaude. The net simply as- 
sembled the best array of talent 
offered so far on local video. Re- 


sult couldn’t help being the most | 


imovressive tele show eyed here to 
date. 

-ickoff cost ABC $7,800 for tal- 
en., exclusive of musicians. In re- 
lation to the entertainntent level 
of Chicago tele, however, brilliance 
of the WENR-TV bow was up to 
that of its New York sister. Preem 
bucked football and baseball on 


two other stations, but, according | 


to phone data compiled by ABC 
researchers, it captured and held 
80% of the audience. 

n the course of five hours the 
show inevitably had _ sagging 
periods ig which quantitative 


rather than qualitative factors held | 


sway. The entertainment content 
in one 90-minute stretch might 
well have been boiled down to 45 
minutes, with quarter hours ai- 
lotted for each of what played as 
three 30-minute shows. A _ snack, 
rather than a full meal, would have 
suffic&l. 

“Breakfast Club” came off sur- 
prisingly well via the use of visual 
stunts lifted from its regular for- 
mat. 

The WENR “Amateur Hour” and 
“Ladies Be Seated” emerged as 
straight radio shows made visible 
even to the standing mike in the 
tyro show. The half-hour remote 
from the National Television and 
Electrical Living Show was the 
weakest seg, offering two male 
singing groups in close order, plus 
Indian dances of anthropological 
interest. Montana Jack’s bull whip 
cracking went best, with a good 
assist from Don Ward. 

Variety show, emceed by Lou 
Hotz, set a high for NBC and CBS 
to shoot at when they enter Chi 
tele. Holtz turned in his standard 
job, using Lapidus and other stand- 
by stories throughout. 

Buck and Bubbles repeated the 
sock bits viewed on the WJZ-TV 
preem. Jerry Colonna punched 
over two songs via popped optics 
and eyebrow acrobatics. Margaret 
Harris, child pianist, was effective 
in her brief spot. Ginny Simms 
was plenty sightworthy in lilting 
her brace of pops. Victor Borge’s 
‘piano routines were top stuff but 
his needless worries over mike 
volume would have been better 
left to the engineers. Evidently 
stretching it while the orch set up, 
his punctuation familiar taperedoff 
for a wan close. 

_ Camera work was skittery at 
times, especially for the Szonyis 
terp session in which a payoff over- 
head lift was dampered. Of the 
four cameras used, two failed tem- 
porarily with consequent limiting 
of shots. Really choicé lensing 
came during Paul Whiteman’s ba- 
toning of “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
Sight and sound were expertly in- 
terwoven, so expertly in fact that 
previous camera handling suffered 
by contrast. 

Show went into.rehearsal at a 
late hour, which accounted for 
some small defects. All in all, how- 
ever, viewers must have felt that 
their investment in a receiver had 
brought a good dividend. Mean- 
while until tele is perfected, there 
won't be perfection. Baxt, 


CBS-TV Invades Detroit 
With WTVO Affiliation 


With Detroit scheduled to serve 
as a key spot in the various tele- 
vision networks’ midwest chains, 
CBS this week got a toehold on the 
area by inking an affiliation pact 
with WTVO, which is slated to bow 
in Oct. 24. Station is owned and 
operated by Fort Industries. 

ABC-TY will have its own video 
outlet in Detroit with WXYZ-TV, 
which is scheduled to take the air 
before Jan. 1. WWJ-TV,-first sta- 
tion to begin operations in that 
city, has been affiliated with NBC 
for some time. 
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THE FITZGERALDS 

With Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald; 
Joe E. Brown, guest 

Director: Jean Heaton 

30 Mins.; Wed., 7:15 p.m. 

Participating 

WJZ-TV, N. Y. 
WJZ’s (N. Y.) 


breakfast-tabie gabbers, 


husband-wife, 
after a 


ago which found them sitting al- 


up-and-do-something format which 





makes a lot more video sense. The 
,Fitzgeralds are pleasant-visaged 
| people and, from their long stint 
jon AM, poised and adept at keep- 
|ing the conversational ball rolling. 
| Now, watching their TV gadding 
is like sitting in the living room 
with them and their guest. Last 
week’s sequence opened with Ed 
mugging as Pegeen snapped a flash 
camera. (It turned out the camera 
was a commercial.) When Joe E. 
Brown walked in to talk about 
“Harvey” and things, Ed fetched 
coffee. (That, too, was a commer- 
cial. And nice integrating.) Pegeen 
knitted. (No commercial, but could 
| be.) Session didn’t have any other 
| motion except the chinning, but it 
| nevertheless held interest and was 





quietly enjoyable. Doan. 
CLUB DATE 

With Alan Mowbray, Frances 
Wayne, Dwala Graves, Dick 


Peterson orch, guests 
Producer: Peter Ulrich 
60 Mins.; Mon:, 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KTLA—Paramount, Los Angeles 


Nitery remote telecast, first on 
ithe Coast, is entirely dependent 
upon performers playing date. 
Initial shot was lacking in tele- 
genic thesps. Telecast is broken 
down into two segments. 





nitery, and remaining 30 minutes 
holds to audience patricipation. 
Frances Wayne warbles a fine 
song but leans too heavily on arm 
fiailing and body movement before 
the tube. Her movement, if toned 
down, could be effective rather 
than distracting. Dwala Graves, 


juve pianist and tap _ dancer, 
catehes interest when handling 
both chores simultaneously but 


single on 88 falls flat. Dick Peter- 
son band is run of the mill back- 
stopping Miss Wayne. 
personation antics score more 
heavily. Alan Mowbray’s emceeing 
was badly in need of a strong hypo. 
Mowbray failed to inject any zip 
into either half of program. He 
did, however, rub out the stains 
after one participant came up with 
a choice bit of profanity. 


Parlor tricks reigned for the lat- 
ter part of the goings on. Luckily 
the house was loaded with person- 
ality and the extroverts came to 
the fore to evoke a few good 
laughs. Stronger presentation and 
a better bag of tricks are in order 
for this session. 


Peter Ulrich’s camera direction 
highlighted the 60 minute video- 
cast. Ulrich crept in for -fine an- 
gle shots and good movement. Two 
superimposed shots of Wayne and 
Graves were effective. Lensing of 
Graves playing the piano and 
dancing atop it at the same time 
deserves a credit line. °* Free. 


CHICAGOLAND TELEVISION 
MYSTERY THEATRE 
With Gordon Urquhart, Robert 

Brown, Rita Barry, Pat O’Hare, 
Kurt Kupfer, Joseph Daffner 
Writer: George L. Broderick 
Producer: Jay Faraghan 
Director: Bruno VeSoio 
30 Mins., Thurs., 7 p.m. 


| Sustaining 
static start in TV several weeks| 


WGN-TV, Chicago 
It’s unfortunate that WGN-TV’s 





most motionless before the cam-| 
eras, have evolved a guestar, get-| 


Half the | 
program is built on acts playing a) 


Band im-'! 


first try at live drama suffered so 
many handicaps. Shortage of 





studio space necessitated a rush} 


job on sets, completed with only | 


minutes to spare. There was no 


camera rehearsal. A 


HBAVENS TO BETSY 

With Elizabeth Cote, Russell Nype, 
Mary Best, Nick Dennis; the 
Bryants 

Writers: Ruth Roberts, Gene Piller 

Director: Fred Coe 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 


Not too bad, considering the fact 
that not much has been done in 
tele along these lines, hence the 
stanza must blaze its own format} 
trail. Getaway sequence last Sun- | 
day (19) opened the serialization of 
the Ruth Roberts-Gene Piller com- 





squeaking | edy, “Heavens to Betsy,” using it as 


dolly flawed the audio with odd,!, plot thread on which to hang the | 


persistent noises. 


And instead of} pjeasant duet chirping of Elizabeth 


simple narrative to break in the! Coje and’ Russell Nype. | 


series, the opener (16) got into 


tricky flashbacks. 


Story is a “My Sister Eileen” | 
thing about two femme Broadway 


Imperfections ran from the ob- | hopefuls who come to New York, 


vious to the subtle. 


Unexpected | get a broken-down Village apart- 


yock came when an actor who had! ment through the help of a young 


just been conked on the skull non- 
chalantly arose and hurried off the 


male Broadway hopeful, who pre-| 


ceded them and who's currently | 


set, unaware that he was still in| griying a taxi. The girls’ landlord, | 


camera range. 


scene the same thesp, with head|/, Groucho Marx type). The pro- 
into 4|/ceedings are highly transparent; 


went 
resumed in 
the bandages 


heavily bandaged, 
flashback and then 
time present with 
missing. 

|of a killer who chilled an artist 
jand his wife. Of suspense there 
i}was none. Killer, whose back had 
| been shown in his first blood-let- 
ting, was readily identified by his 
| bulk before payoff time. Bumbling 
| Private Eye could have solved the 
| whole thing by matching the first 
{tele shot with known suspects. 

| About the only plus that can be 
isalvaged is this: WGN-TV has 
itaken the plunge into live dra- 
|'matics and the followups are sure 
to improve. Baxt. 





Tele Followups 





| Walue of film over live commer- 
|cials for television was proved as 
|/never before in the first sponsored 
| airing of Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of 
|the .Town” over the CBS-TV web 
|\Sunday (19) night. Commercial 
| plugs, staged by the Biow agency 
;for Emerson Radio, had little pro- 
| duction value and would have been 
| bad enough if they had been letter 
| perfect. Number of fluffs made by 
lradio announcer Allan Williams 
(evidently suffering from “ike 
\fright”), the visible scripts and 
| purposeless use of double-talker Al 
Kelly served only to ire viewers. 
Putting the plugs on film, while it 
might have been more costly, 
would have made for a much bet- 
ter show. And, with Emerson pay- 
ing a reported $10,000 weekly for 
the show, attempts to save the 
slight added expense of filming the 
commercials were disastrous. 

From an entertainment stand- 
point, the show lacked entirely the 
dash and verve that have given it 
top ratings for the last several 
weeks. Talent, for the most part, 
wasn’t up to par, indicating vaudeo 
producers are already scraping the 
barrel for top acts. In addition, 
the show evidenced a_ negligible 
/amount of camera rehearsal. Any 
| act with more than one person was 
‘too often out of camera range and 
| the lack of advance preparation 


(Continued on page 33) 





Play had to do with the identity | 





et 





S 





pends on VARIETY, 


MYRON P. KIRK 
V.P., and Radio and Television Dir. 

KUDNER AGENCY, INC. 
“Practically everyone I know in the radio and television business de- |Shapes up, while competition fat- | 
itens the bids for exclusives. 





I call {t profitable reading.” 





| 


| SPORTPIX 
| With Guy LeBow, Ken Strong, Joe | 





In a subsequent) of course, is a zany (in this case, | 


' 
the plot, if you could call it that, is | 
highly familiar; the enactment has | 
a burlesque air, unreal and arti-| 
ficial. And the opener was not en-| 
hanced by the insertion of a clown | 

ct. If more reality could be in- 
jected into the story, the stanza| 
would be immeasurably better. 
However, the trio of principals | 
are personable, attractive people, | 
and their songsmithing is well! 
turned. The numbers, too, are} 
smartly keyed to the story line. 
The direction and camera work are 
a credit to NBC-TV. The sequence | 
has possibilities. Mostly, it needs 
believable scripting. Doan. 





Kaliff, guests 
Producer-writer: Ray Barrett . 
Director: Clark Jones 
20 Mins.; Tues., 7:40 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 

Designed to catch the eyes and 
ears of the average sports fans, 
“Sportpix,” as it’s now set up, will 
appeal only to the most rabid 
among them. Idea of featuring 
news, views and interviews on the 
three top sports of the season is a 
good one but the show will have to 
demonstrate considerably more 
pace and stamina than was demon- 
strated in its bow last Tuesday (14) 
night if it’s to have any staying 
power. 

As is usually the case, it’s the 
writing that was at fault. Format 
had the show broken into three 
segments, each devoted to a sepa- 
rate sport and each hypoed by the 
inclusion of an interview or two 
with celebs, or by integration of 
film. That’s apparently as far -as 
the writing job went, as scripted by 
WPIX sports director Ray Barrett. 
Emcee Guy LeBow thus had an 
idea of what he wanted to say but 
was apparently forced to depend 
on ad Jibbing for his remarks. De- 
spite his experience as a sports an- 
nouncer, most of his verbiage was 
reduced to the cliches usually 
found on daily sports pages. Same 
held true for Ken Strong, erstwhile 
N. Y. Giant football star. What- 
ever personality he has must have 
given way to camera fright on the 
preem. 

Camera work, under the super- 
vision of director Clark Jones, suf- 
fered from what appeared to be in- 
sufficient rehearsal. While Strong 
was demonstrating two ways of 
holding a football to pass, for ex- 
ample, the cameras failed to come 
in for a closeup, thereby leaving 
viewers slightly frustrated. Film 
selected for the show, depicting last 
year’s Columbia-Rutgers game, was 
dim and hazy and LeBow did as 
little as possible to clarify the 
scenes. 

Good, overall rewrite job, con- 
sequently, might transform this in- 
to a passable offering. Until that’s 
done, WPIX shouldn't expect to at- 
tract much sponéor interest. 

Stal. 


Chi Bears, Cards Yield 
On Four TV Grid Games 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Chicago Bears and Cards, pro 
football teams that so far this sea- 
son have held out on video, are! 
now relenting to the extent of | 
four games. Since the four have 
heavy advance sales that forecast | 
seliouts, the asking price of $5,000 | 
per tussle is pure velvet. 

Owners of both teams share the 
belief that video cuts into the 
gate when bad weather diverts | 
fans to home and tavern sets. | 
Strategy has been to keep tele- 
casters dangling until the advance 








| Cast. 


| Sionary. 


|whimsieal, if 


id 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
(“Beyond Our Own”) 

With Charles Russell, De Forest 
Kelly, Trudy Marshall, Douglass 
Drumbrilie, Richard Loo, others 

Producer-director: Nat Fowler 

45 Mins.; Sun., 6:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from New York 
Except for “Television Chapel” 

on WPIX, N. Y., this is the first at- 

tempt in TV to contribute regu- 


| larly to the advancement of re- 


ligion. ABC is to be commended, 
at the outset, for inaugurating such 
a service, in which the three major 
faiths will participate, but addi- 
tionally earns a kudo for going he- 
yond the obvious format of pulpit 
sermonizing to seek more effective 
ways of presenting religion’s story 
through video. 

If the initialer last Sunday (19) 
is a sample of things to come in 
this seyies, it can certainly expect 
to attract a video audience. It 
represents a milestone in religious 
programming. First program pre- 
sented a highly credible film, “Be- 
yond Our Own,” produced by the 
Protestant Film Commission and 
put together professionally, with 
familiar Hollywood actors in the 
It told the story of two typi- 
cal young American brothers, one 
of whom became a self-seeking, 
ambitious lawyer, the other a doc- 
tor who, after a brief stint in a 
clinic serving well-to-do patients, 
went to China as a medical mis- 
How the lawyer brother 
met tragedy in the death of his 
adored son and how he discovered, 
as his doctor brother had long be- 
fore him, the faith that puts “serv- 
ice before self,” was told realisti- 
cally and with a minimum of 
preachiness. 

Series, beginning next Sunday 
(26), will become half an hour in 
length, 6:30-7, with the Protestant 


| Film Commission for some weeks 


assisting Roman, Catholic and Jew- 
ish as well as Protestant groups in 
procuring films for the stanza. 
Some of the programs also will be 
done live. 

Since it’s obviously out of the 
question, financially, for TV at this 
point to present visualizations of 
such programs as radio’s remark- 
able “Greatest Story Ever Told,” 
ABC is at least showing the way 
toward effective fulfillment, for the 
moment, of a need in well-rounded 
programming. Doan. 


JUNIOR JAMBOREE 
With Fran Allison, Burr Tillstrom, 

Jack Fascinato 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: Lou Gomavitz 
30 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 7:00 p.m. 
RCA-VICTOR 
WBKB, Chicago 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Resuming after a six-week hia- 
tus, “Junior Jamboree” is more than 
ever intrenched as the best yet 
turned out by WBKB. Show began 
last fall as an hour spectacle for 
small fry, with Burr Tillstrom’s 
hand puppets and Fran Allison 
sandwiched between moth-eaten 
pix and other filler. New half-hour 
format tosses out the filler and 
makes a strong bid for adult audi- 
ence. If the rest of the series is up 
to the opener (13) Mom and Pop 
are due to horn in on Junior’s ter- 
ritory. 

Fred Allison, heard as Aunt 
Fanny on ABC’s “Breakfast Club,” 
plays a straight “Jamboree” role, 
responding to Tillstrom’s puppets 
as though they were puckish kids 
in need of maternal guidance. Key 
puppets are Kukla, a balding pixie 
with a squeaky voice, and Ollie the 
dragon, who duh-duhs in low regis- 
ter. This pair carries most of the 
action, mixing guileless slapstick 
with mature hepness. 

_Lines are ad libbed from broad 
Situations generally outlined by 
Tillstrom, who this season bows on 
the screen for credit via a film tag. 
He also voices a half-dozen other 
puppets, such as_ big-bosomed 
Madame Oglepuss, who trilled in 
mock concert style on the opener. 
Lack of mouth animation in all ex- 
cept Ollie isn’t noticeable with 
Kukla, whose big schnoz dominates 
his pan, but it’s a bit incongruous 
when Madame Oglepuss jabbers 
with stationary lips. 


Season starter had Kukla and 


| Ollie dusting off their stage, testing 
anew curtain and otherwise getting 


back in harness. Their comments 
to the camera crew supplied a 
v , intra-mural, touch. 
Fran Allison, whose “Breakfast 
Club” vocals are on the comic ade- 
noidal side, displayed okay pipes 
in straight singing. Jack Fascinato 
is back as keyboarder. 

Open and close commercials 
were merely stills of the RCA- 
Victor trademark, but the middle 
sell hit home with Kukla explain- 
ing the fine points of an RCA port- 
able. Baxt. 





San Francisco—Const ruction for 
the transmitter for KSFO’s tele 
station KPIX is now underway 


_With the 100-foot antenna hoisted 


to the roof of the Mark Hopkins 


| hotel on top of Nob hill. 


x. 
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Tele Sets Jump to 540,000 


Television sets in the U. S. 


np to 540,000 as of Sept. 1, 


representing an increase of 32, 150 sets over the August figure. 
Rate of increase has slightly declined, since the August total was 


64.350 over the July figure. 


Compiled by the NBC research bu- 
reau under the supervisién of Hugh M. Beville, Jr., 


the total com- 


prises those for 34 stations, operating in 20 cities, plus those in 
eight other cities, where stations are expected to take the air 


within the next month or so. 


Greatest increase percentage-w 


in set circulation from 13,700 in 


which upped the cily from sixth to fifth spot. 
area is still tops, 


sets _n tie metropolitan N. Y. 


ise was Baltimore, with a boost 
August to 18,500 in September, 
Total ot 260,000 
although the rate 


of. increase is down over the previous month. 


Following is the city by city br 


No. of 

City Stations 
Now MOSER ..«Tasnee 6 
Philadelphia .......... 3 
CHICO § .... p's 090 008.06 2 
Tos AMPCICS ..scccesse } 
re re 2 
Washington ...#.....-- 3 
ON eA ror sr 2 
ae EET en ee 1 
7 Dee... 40 beeen he 1 
GOnenCCteGY . i ccivsise i 
a ee ee l 
Now TISVER. ..ccviccrecs 1 
WEANING gb os Ones eis 1 
Cincinnati ee ET ee 
Buttalo ~~ Ss 
Minneapolis-St. Paul... 1 
Richmond one 
io) a ee, eee l 
AES. ais oa ae ee | 
Batt Toke CAG vices d04s l 

Sasky. FORM §s.00 0 eee 34 

OTHER 

A ee ee ee ee 
FPPRVERNEO 6s.6 0% Hees 
MIBNIDES. 0.604 bess ace -— 
0 ea wae ewer — 
3 ee ee ree 
oN eer rere ie - 
eta ADGIIS 0 0 os004s 
i gE EEE CELE LTT -—- 
CSS, erence tee yy ie 

TROIS: «kos bs Pie ews — 


(*Revised downward since last month, 


or tadio Manufacturers’ Assn. 


eakdown 


No. of Increase over 
Sets August Total 
260,000 16,800 
64,400 9,300 
37,500 3,800 
29,700 2,500 
18,500 4.800 
16,600 1,100 
16,500 3,600 
10,400 (1,900 decrease }* 
9.300 600 
8,600 1,200 
8,400 1,400 
6,600 1,860 
5,200 200 
5,000 800 
3,700 (100 decrease } * 
3,500 (2,100 decrease) * 
2.200 600 
1,600 (200 decrease } * 
1,500 700 
600 (None) 
509. 800 44,900 
CITIES 
2 200 : — 
1,500 400 
1.000 ~ + 
800 — 
500 (None) 
350 50 
200 (None) 
200 (None) 
23,450 6,800 
540,000 52,150 


in accordance with local 
estimates. ) 








Maxwell Can't Use 


Show Boat’ Tag 


Threatened with an injunction 
by Edna Ferber and Oscar Ham- 
merstein II, author and librettist, 
respectively, on “Show Boat,” Rob- 
ert 
forced to change the title on its 


CBS-TV package from “Captain 
Billy's Shewboat” to “Captain 
Billy’s Mississippi Music Hall.” 


Show, currently sustaining, is aired 
on the CBS-TV web Friday nights. 
starring Ralph Dumke, Johnny 
Downs and Bibi Osterwald. 

Maxwell is presently planning to 
carry the fight over the title into 
the courts, claiming his legal ad- 
visers have insisted he has a clear 
right to the “Show Boat” title. Ac- 
cording to the indie packager, he 
obtained his rights from Captain 
Billy Brvant, who operated a show 
boat en the Mississippi before Miss 
Ferber published her novel. As a 
result, Maxwell claims he knows of 
no legal basis for the threatened 
suit. 

Producer planned originally to 
go ahead with the show’s original 
title desvite the threatened injunc- 
tion, but was ferced to back down 
when CBS refused to air the show 
unless its name was changed. Max- 
well offered to indemnify CBS for 
anv money damages in case he lost 
the suit. but the web officials 
turned him down. 

Legal counsel for both Hammer- 
stein and Miss Ferber, meanwhile, 
declined to comment on why the 
two were so adamant about the 
title. It's believed, however, that 
they plan to build their own tele 


package around the “Show Boat” 
musical, using the Jerome Kern 
score wherever possible. 





Fort Worth in OK Start; 
Is Seen 87 Miles Away 


Fort Worth, Sept. 21. 

Good reception of initial test 
patterns transmitted by WBAP-TY., 
Forth Worth Star-Telegram’s video 
outlet, have been reported as far 
away as De Leon, Tex., 87 air miles 
from the transmitter. Station went 
on the air last Wednesday (15: 


hitting the deadline established 
last June by engineering director 
R. C. Stinson. 


Station is expected to begin reg: 


ular operations next Wednesday 
(29). Work on the TV section of 
WBAP’s new radio-tele center. 


meanwhile is nearing completion. 


Maxwell. Associates has been! 


Coast Stations Spent 
$225,000 Already For 
Rights to Grid Games: 


Hellywoed, Sept. 21. 
A figure of $225,000 has gone in- 


to television rights to football 
games here this season. Those 
with sports rights to offer have 


thrown video into a tizzy with open 


market bidding and astounding 
coin quotes for rights to local 
events. 


CBS paid a reported $125,000 for 
the Rose Bowl game AM-TV pack- 
age. Bowl Committee auctioned 
the game off and there is no doubt 


that video rights are what jumped | 


the bids into six figures. USC- 
UCLA package was bought for 
$75,000 vy KLAC-TV in a pres- 
tige move. Breakdown of 13 game 





| 


| 


i ture of tne KNBH trademark. 


| will 


Kudner Pacts Knorr 
For TV Production 


Arthur Knorr, 
production since 1936, this week 
was named consulting production 
supervisor of television 
Kudner ad agency. His first assign- 


ment, starting next Tuesday (28), | 
will be on the “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre’ (NBC-TV). 


Before going to the Roxy, Knorr 
| was on the Capitol’s (N.¥.) produc- 
tion staff. 


NBC Tries Out 
Coast Pattern: 
Ready by Jan. | 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

NBC tested its television pattern 
last week for the first time but 
the results weren’t too heartening. 
John Sicbert, of net’s engineering 
department in New York, remains 
here unli! the equipment is proper- 
ly lined up for an acceptable pic- 
Pat- 
lacked clarity 





tern was said to have 
and steadiness. 

Pattern, with NBC-KNBH 
circled by a big four, indicating the 
channel, was picked up in high 
places as far south as San Diego, 
135 miles down the coast. 
continue for several 
after which programs wil! be given 
trial airings. 


en- 





KTLA on AGVA Blacklist 


| 


| 


| 


Until Telecast Performers 


‘Collect on Labor Day Show 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


American Guild of Variety 


Artists served notice on the Para- | 
| mount - owned telecaster 


KTLA 
that it must pay $6,000 to the per- 
formers televised by 
|during pickup of the “AFL 
| boree” from Coliseum 
Day, or be faced with full-scale 
warefare by the union. 

KTLA simply made a pickup of 
the two-hour array of more than 


Jam- 


'20 AGVA acts hired at a total of 


|the annual 


| clear 


$3,000 by various AFL crafts for 
holiday show in the 
southside saucer. Station didn’t 
the 
with either acts or AGVA. After 


numerous acts squawked, ultima- 


‘tum that station must pay each act 


| mount 


‘rector, 


package averages about $5,770 per 
grid-tilt. No sponsor was to be 
found. 

KTLA ‘is spending $13,000 on | 
the L. A. Dons battles for which 
they have been unable to find a 


sponsor since Standard Oil balked. 
Esso was to have given KTLA 
$22,500 for package which in- 
cluded station and film facilities. 
KFI-TV is telecasting 14 L. A. 
Rams events and four Pepper- 
dine College games. Rights to 
Rams sessions ran $14,000, or 
$1,000 per contest. Package was 
taken on by Union Oil which 
stands station in clear. Four Pep- 
perdine gird-tilts at Wrigley Field 
(Continued on. page 32) 


KGO-ABC in Co-op Pact 


With Fri aminer 
ith Frisco Ex 
San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

KGO-ABC and the Sgn Fran- 
cisco. Examiner announced the 
signing of a cooperative pact in- 
volving use of facilities of the Ex- 
aminer &A4nd KGO and KGO-TV now 
under construction. Under the 
agreement, which encompasses 
various reciprocal benefits, re- 
sources of the Examiner and KGO 
will be pooled for special events, 
news and public shows in standard 
broadeasting and _ television. 

Pact Clarence 
Lindner, Examiner publisher, and 
Gavle V. Grubb, KGO_ general 
manager. Discussions leading up 
to the agreement were begun when 
ABC president Mark Woods visited 
here earlier this vear. Figuring in 
the negotiations for ABC were Don 
Searle, ABC’s vice-president in 
charge of western division, and 
Gayle Grubb. 


was signed by 


twice what it received for the out- 
door job was delivered to the Para- 
subsid by Florine Bale, 
AGVA far west chief. 

After notification, Miss Bale ad- 
vised Klaus Landsberg, statien di- 
that she had turned the 
matter over to the union’s attorney, 
and that until the $6,000 demand 
was met, KTLA was on the union 
blacklist. Long ago AGVA _ noti- 
fied all telecasters here that all 
pickups involving AGVA members 
must be cleared with the union be- 
forehand. 

Miss Bale notified both Screen 
Actors Guild and the American 


\Federation of Radio Artists of 


AGVA's action. Both SAG and 
AFRA are jostling elbows with 
AGVA within the framework of the 


Four A’s for eventual jurisdiction 
over television performers. Thus 
far, each guild is merely policing 


video activities of its own mem- 
bers. It’s understood that AGVA is 
mapping a cAmpaign aimed for 
settlement of the jurisdiction dis- 
pute which would call for all Four 
A members to vote for a guild pre- 
ference to control all performers 
in television. 


FCC Holds Up On Bid For 
Westinghouse Strato 


Washington, Sept. 21. 
Communications Com- 
mission has told Westinghouse 
that it wouldn't permit commer- 
cial broadcast of stratovision yet 
Westinghouse had also asked the 
Commission to hold up any TY\ 
allocations that might prevent its 
receiving channel eight in Pitts- 
burgh for commercial airborne 
tele FCC said that it was at 
present considering a revision of 
the allocation table and = could 
make no such promise. 

Stratovision has been under 
study bv Westingheuse and Glenn 
L. Martin Co. at Pittsburgh. 





Federal 


who has been | 
engaged in Roxy (N.Y.) stage show | 


for the. 


Testing | 
weeks | 


the station | 


on Labor | 


lensing of performers | 


Interchange of Recorded Shows To 


Trim TV Stations’ Program Costs 





CHESTERFIELD BUYS 
GRID GIANTS ON ABC 


ABC-TV landed its biggest order | 


to date and simultaneously got off 
the nut for an undisclosed but ob- 
viously considerable sum with the 
sale last week to Chesterfield of 
the N. Y. Giants pro-football sched- 
ule for this fall. In addition to this, 
'the ciggie outfit also bought a five- 
minute “Highlights of Great 
Games” stanza, packaged by Fred- 
eric Ziv, to be aired preceding the 
Giants games, and a weekly quar- 
ter-hour sports commentary over 
WJZ (AM), N. Y. 


Giants schedule on WJZ-TV gets | 


under’ way tomorrow (Thurs.) 
night. Succeeding 11 games will be 
Sunday afternoon affairs. Agency 
on the deal is Newell-Emmett. 


Send New Video 





Washington, 

FCC commissioners displayed 
plenty of interest today (Tues.) in 
a proposal by Dr. Thomas T. Gold- 
| smith, research director of the Du- 
Mont Laboratories, that commer- 
‘cial Video be maintained in its 
present band for metropolitan cen- 


Sept. 21. 


channels be opened for stations in 
smaller cities. 

Dr. Geldsmith was ene of a 
parade of TY experts appearing | 
before the FCC in a “conference” | 
opened yesterday (Mon.) to explore 
use of uhf (475-890 mc) for com- 
mercial television. 

There are no insurmountable | 
problems in development and use | 
of transmitters 
uhf tele, the DuMont efficial said. 
Low-power transmitters for uhf 
can be produced in small quantities 
in abeut a year, he believed, while 
high-power units could be turned 
out in several years. 

Dr. Goldsmith explained that ex- 
isting tele receivers could be 
adapted for uhf by simple conver- 
ters selling for about $15 each. 

His allocation proposal would | 
open uhf for immediate commer- 
cial use, reserving some channels 





for color experiments and others | 
for airborne transmission (strato- 
vision). 


Under questioning by FCC chair- 
man Wayne Coy, Dr. Geldsmith 
said satisfactory TV service could 
be rendered in the N.Y. metro- | 
politan area via uhf. Coy com- 
mented that the Goldsmith plan! 
would force smaller cities to carry 
the burden of uhf tele in its initial 
development. 


CHEVROLET TO REPRISE 
‘BUFFALO’ LEGITER 


New Chevrolet-sponsored series 
of half-hour dramatic shows will be 
launched on the NBC-TV web Mon- 
day (27) night with a repeat tele- 
vision performance of Richard 
Harrity’s ‘“‘Home Life of a Buffalo.” 
Show, to be aired in the 8:30 to 9 
slot, will star John McQuade. 
ginia Smith, Ernest Truex and Mrs. 





Truex and Kevin Matthews. Agen- 
cy for Chevrolet is Campbell- 
Ewald. 


“Buffalo” was given its first pub- 
lic performance two years ago as 
an NBC sustainer. Last spring it 
was included in a group of three 
Harrity one-acters staged on Broad- 
way by the Experimental Theatre, 
Eddie Dowling and the American 
National Theatre and Academy. 
Dowling played the lead in that 
pertormance with his wife, Ray 
Dooley. 





Brundige, Pingel Team 
For Det. Grid Telecasts 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 
Former Michigan State All- 
American Johnny Pingel and 
sportscaster Bill Brundige have 


been signed to handle the play-by- 
play of all Detroit Lions’ pro foot- 
ball telecasts this season. Spon- 
sored by Goebel Brewing Co., the 
games are to be aired over WX YZ- 
TV. ABC video outlet now nearing 
,completion here. 


Higher, FCC Told: 


ters, but that ultra-high frequency | 


and receivers for | 


| ice, 
'L. A. Company is currently trans- 


Vir- | 


* Kinescope recordings, the system 


,of transcribing live _ television 
| shows on film, may give many tele 
stations a chance to operate at a 
| profit sooner than it was originally 
thought possible. That’s the belief 
of George Shupert, Paramount 
Television director of commercial 
operations, who sees in an inter- 
change of recorded, shows among 
TV stations a chance for each sta- 
tion to trim measurably its pro- 
gramming costs. 

Shupert posed a_ hypothetical 
web of five outlets, each owning a 
recording film camera and each 
programming five hours of shows 
weekly that would-be applicable to 
networking. If each station re- 
corded its five hours on film and 
then exchanged the film with the 
other stations, it would give each 
an added 20 hours of programming. 
| That, in turn, Shupert said, would 
| cut the programming cost of each 
by 80%. Par, which owns WBKB 
(Chicago) and KTLA (Los Angeles), 
plans to institute the system on 
the two stations by providing each 
with a recerding unit by Oct. 1. 

Par currently has the only com- 
mercial recording device on the 
market which records both sight 
and sound simultaneously on 35m 
film. Both DuMont’s tele-trans- 
criber and NBC-TY’s kineseope re- 
cording camera must record sight 
and sound separately and are ap- 
| plicable to 16m film only. Because 
of tele’s current high production 
costs and limited networking facil- 
ities, Shupert declared, k.r.’s_ will 
long have an advantage over live 
networking. If shows are properly 
| transcribed, he said, little is lost in 
| quality and audiences will hardly 
be able to note the difference be- 
| tween a k.r. and an original live 
| show. 

Shupert pointed out: that net- 
| work affiliates often had lecal pre- 
| grams scheduled at the time of a 
; net-originated show. By using a 
k.r. of the net show, they can still 
air their local shows and then run 
the k.r. at a later date. Even more 
important, he declared, is the fact 
that the time zone problem will 
be even tougher to solve in TV 
than it is in radio. Transcriptions, 
he claimed, will offer a ready solu- 
tion threugh making it possible te 
overcome the differences in time. 

Transcriptions may also offer 
advantages over airing a shew 
live. even when the latter system 
1is possible, by providing a mere 
polished and tighter productien. 
He noted that none of the talent 


|;unions except the American Fed- 
, eration of Musicians has made any 


stipulations to date on the use of 
| transcriptions, but expressed the 
| belief that all such problems would 
soon be settled. 

Par, he said, is willing to trans- 
, cribe show s for any broadcaster er 
, agency willing to pay for the serv- 
either in New York, Chi or 


cribing the “America Speaks” shew 
for CBS-TV, which feeds it to its 
nen-interconnected afiiliates. KH 
also recorded President Truman’s 
recent speech to Congress for use 
later the same day by the N. Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX. 


Texas TV Fever Runs 
High in Pre-Station 
Era; Demand for Sets 


San Antonio. Sept. 21. 

Indication of interest in tele- 
vision in remote markets is illus- 
trated here. In spite of the fact 
that no TV outlet will be operating 
here for more than a vear. sets 
are being sold and delivered by 
local retail stores. Also. WOAT 
has had its program-productien 
manager, Monte Kleban and _ its 
technical director, Charles Jeffers, 
working on TV for the past few 
years. 

So heavy is the demand for in- 
formation from agencies regarding 
television, that WOAT will throw 
a dinner party this week to be at- 
tended by all agencies in this area 
at which time Jeffers and Kleban 
will go into video plans with local 
ad men. 








Fort Worth—One of the 
features of the 10th District 
vertising Federation to be held 
here Sept. 26-28, will be a com- 
prehensive demonstration of tele- 
vision. Besides regular phases of 
advertising, the contab will have 
sessions on radio and television 
, advertising. 


main 
Ad- 
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Enforce Code Or FCC Will, Miller 
Tells Coast Confabs; NAB Mulls TV 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Two-day meet of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters 16th district | 
(15-16) resulted in a discussion, by | 
Judge Justin Miller, of the code 
adopted at annual convention here 
Jast May and a report from the 
resolutions committee. 

In a breakdown of the code, Mil- 
ler told district delegates of the 
problems and possibilities the NAB 
has to face and will have to face if 
the code is not enforced. If the 
broadcasters don’t get definition 
and interpretation of the code, the 
FCC will step in, Miller asserted, | 
2dding that enforcement is a prob- 
lem the board of directors must 
work out in November. One of 
the standards of the code has al- 
ready been broached by the FCC; 
that of giveaway programs, which 
the code referred to as “buying an 
audience.” Miller related that 
slowness in getting the code into 
effect left the task to the Commis- 
sion. This wouldn’t have hap- 
pened, he stated, had the code been 
enacted previously. 

Television department is being 
considered by the NAB which feels 
it’s in a position to give service to 
TV entrants. There are now only 
300 standard broadcast members 
interested in video, according to’ 
Miller. Setting up of a tele depart- 
ment will have to be okayed by 
membership as funds broadcasters 


pay will be diverted to video in 
such a case, said Miller. 
Resolutions committee passed 
nine resolutions to be presented to 
the board of directors. Among them 
were a vote of confidence in Judge 
Miller, assurance of as much usage 
of BMI music as possible, coopera- 
tion of district on Standards of 
practice, correction of baseball sit- 
uation (Western Union has rights 
of all major league games and 
charged a flat rate to stations re- 
gardless of size) request to have 
Census Bureau make a survey of 
number of radio receiving sets in 
the'U. S. during the 1950 poll. 


KYW’s Welles Adds 3 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Ruth Welles, early morning gab- 
ber on KYW-Westinghouse, has 
added three new clients. Dacar 
Chemical is using the 9-9:30 a.m. 
slot three times a week for 26- 
weeks for their Darclene. Curtis 





| ATOMIC ENERGY B’CAST 
| BRINGS STORM OF BEEFS 


is using the program twice weekly | 


to promote the Ladies Home Jour- 


chased three-a-week for 26 weeks 
for Suchard items. 

Vick Chemical Co., makers of 
Vaporub, has purchased the 7:45 to 
8 a.m. segment on the KYW “Musi- 


cal Clock,” which features Stuart | 


‘nal, and Wilbur-Suchard has pur- | 


| 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Storms of protesting letters from 
the television audience bombarded 





the U. S. Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion, in Washington, following the 
broadcast on atomic energy by Dr. 
Roy K. Marshall, over WPTZ and 
the NBC network. 

Dr. Marshall's five lectures and 
demonstrations of atomic energy 
proved so intelligible that persons 
with no scientific background un- 
derstood what it was all about, and 
felt the telecaster was giving away 
top state secrets. 
authority on the 
Atomic Energy Commission had 
viewed the program; but Ernest 
Walling, WPTZ program director, 
sent scripts of the controversial 
lectures to Weshington at the Com- 
mission’s request. A review of the 
script revealed that Dr. Marshall 
had in no way violated American 
security. 


NBC's Long Hold = 
On Rose Bowl Is 
Broken; CBS In 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
NBC's Zl-year stranglehold on 


No one in 





Wayne. Contract, for 26 weeks, was the Rose Bowl football game has | 
placed through Morse International | heen broken and the net bosses 


Agency. 





etm epee 





MEET EL 
it ) are part of 
showmanship : 





The fact that WWJ-TY, first television sta- * 


tion in Michigan, has 


been designated a key 


link in NBC’s Midwest Television Network 
is no mere happenstance. This recognition 
of WWJ-TV leadership is the result of 


pioneering and showmanship that has char- 


acterized its operation since its first historic 


broadcast. Here, then, 


the spectacular series of “firsts” 


been a WWJ tradition 


is another addition to 
that have 


for 28 years. It is little 


wonder that WWJ constantly maintains first 


place in the ears and eyes of the loyal Detroit 


audience that comprises America’s fourth 


market. 


WW -tv 


NBC Television Network 


PIRST IN MICHIGAN... Owned and 


Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





National Representctives: THE GEORGE FP. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 


out here aren’t too happy about 
it. Thrown open to bids as a pack- | 


|aged television and radio project, | 
| top coin was tossed in by CBS | 


|ang@ L.A. Times 


| them 


| 


| 


| 


(KTTV) 


spoils. 


and to 


went the Figure is 


| Said to be in excess of $125,000. 


What irked NBC is that it wasn’t | 
given a chance to meet the high | 
bid for all the service it has given 


| the game and Tournament of Roses 
| parade over the years. Figured 


| that NBC had cancelled an aggre- 


gate of $1,000,000 in commercial 
business to carry the game, Parade, 
Coronation Ball and Kick Off 


| Luncheon. NBC had the Tourna- 


' 


ment of Roses in its corner but 


the Coast Conference is said to 
have thrown its weight to CBS 
and The Times, whose _ sport 


writers are closer to the coaches 
than the Columbians, 

Line is said forming for tele 
rights in this sector and CBS ex- 
pects no trouble in getting off the 


‘hook by sale of radio rights to a 


| 
} 


national sponsor. But NBC is not . 
taking iis discomfiture in a rocker. 

That it will line up the biggest | 
available gridiron attraction as 

competition to the Rose Bowl game , 
is foregone. 





‘Jack Barry Preps 3d; 


60-Min., 5-a-Week Show 


Jack Barry, who has moppet and 
a.k. panel shows (“Juvenile Jury” | 
\and “Life Begins at 80”) slotted in 
,Mutual’s fall-winter schedule, is 
| prepping an hour-long, five-a-week 
| variety show for WOR, N. Y., with 
|an eye—if it clicks—to both MBS 
jand TV airing. It'll be a heavily 
| budgeted stanza and is regarded as 
_WOR’s first major move in an am- 
'bitious plan to overhaul its day- 
{time programming, with accent on 
|solid entertainment values and 
| giveaway quizzes out the window. 
| Barry will supervise the writing 
|of the show, ewcee its acts, and 
|himself star in some of the skits. 
Some new talent as well_as pro 
acts will be used. 
stanza probably will pick up some 
,of the acts which were auditioned 
for Gabriel Heatter’s “Magic Cur- 
tain’ amateur show. Latter has 
been shelved as too expensive. 

Korn Kobblers have been pacted 
'for a spot on the new stanza, which 


j|has been tentatively titled “The 
| Jack Barry Show.” Dorothy 
Claire, chirper last seen’ in 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” may also get 
/a spot. 

| Dan McCullough is producing 
the show and Bob Brewster super- 
vising for WOR. 

} 





| Detroit—Contrary to reports that 
Joe Gentile and Raiph Binge took 
along only one of their 23 sponsors 
in their recent moveover from 
CKLW to WJBK, the “Early Morn- 
ing Frolic’ team took along all but 
two of the 23, according to WJBK’s 
managing director Richard  E. 

_ Jones, 


In fact, the | 


Aussie Soap Opera Fans Like ‘Em Be 


Gruesome, Says 16-Serial Scripter 


The Australian counterpart of 


‘the soap opera must have quick} 


action according to author-actor 
Sumner Locke-Elliott who recently 
arrived in New York from down 
under for an indefinite stay. Writer 
of some 16 radio serials there, he 
pointed out last week that the Aus- 
sie strip fans aren't satisfied un- 
less there are at least two murders 
to each episode. 

While companies in 


soap the 


U.S. virtually monopolize the cross- | 


the-board sketches here, Locke- 
Elliott declared that perhaps the 
biggest air fave in Australia is 
Wrigley Gum's ‘Dad and Dave,” a 
homespun Scattergood Bainesish 
strip that’s been a household word 
for 11 years. Indication of its keen 
audience interest is shown by the 
action of dialers in sending in 
more than 
when Mabel had her baby. 

Talent costs are 
Aussie than in America, Locke- 
Elliott noted, inasmuch as the aver- 
age scale there for a radio actor is 
about one pound ($3.22) for a 15- 
minute show. If recorded, as are 
most of them, the platter must be 
completed within an hour or the 
overtime rate is effective. 

An actor or actress has to be 
extremely versatile for if they type 
themselves to one characterization, 
radio is hardly a paying field. This 
is also true of legit where com- 


pensation is corresponding low. A | 


supporting player usually draws 15 
to 20 pounds a week while a star 


1,000 pairs of booties 
| 


much less in! 


| averages about 60 pounds or more. 
Aussie, as is generally known, 
‘has a two system radio setup with 
the Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
operating at least two stations in 
each state. However, the majority 
of outlets are commercial. And the 
latter have been helped in recent 
months, Locke-Elliott noted, by a 
severe newsprint shortage which 
caused some firms to shift to radio 
as an ad medium. 

Aside from his radio activity 
Locke-Elliott has had some six 
plays produced Down Under. Cur- 
rently he’s attempting to arrange a 
deal for a local production of one 
of his works and is also eyeing a 
radio berth through the William 
Morris agency. 


1006 Cincy FMer Preems 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 

Representing an investment of 
$100,000, the FM station of WSAIT, 
Marshall Field property and ABC 
affiliate, bowed last week. Robert 
W.+ Sampson, general manager, 
‘scheduled daily operation from 
4:30 to 11:45 p.m. and mostly WSAI 
duplications while the new station 
is “feeling its way.” Equipment in- 
stallation was supervised by Bill 
Symons, chief engineer of both 
| stations. 

Transmitter is located in Price 
Hill, overlooking the downtown 
section. 
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In Philadelphia, city of homes, television isn’t just something to come. It’s here. ..65,000 


antennas on rooftops picking up the programs of WCAU. The nation’s third larg-. 


est market is second in number of TV set owners. WCAU, with Philadelphia’s 


highest antenna and the equivalent of an effective radiated power of 50,000 


watts, reaches out to them with program popularity and potent advertising pull. 
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Personnel Changes m= 





San Francisco—Maury Baker has 
taken over as ad, promotion and 
publicity boss of KGO. ABC's 
owned and operated station. Me 
succeeds Robert F. Laws, who has 


moved over to Philco as western 
television advertising manager 
Baker was Laws’ assistant 

Des Moines—Bury! Lottridge has 
resigned as manager otf WOC 
Davenport. B. J. Palmer, president 
of Tri-City Broadcasting Co. and 
Central Broadcasting Co... has an- 
nounced that Ernie Sanders of the 
announcing staff of WHO, will be 
Lottridge’s successor in Daven- 


port. Lottridge plans to enter tele- 
vision field in Chicago. 


Hempstead, L. I—Two changes 
in staff personne! at WHLI and FM 


station WHNY announced by Elias 
I Godofsky, general manager 
Jerry Carr, formerly news edito?. 
has been named director of news, 
and Art Paterson, member of the 
news staff, has been named direc- 
tor of public affairs, replacing 


Clifford Evans. 

Boston—Ralph Jarrett Tangney, 
formerly production director at 
WAER, Syracuse Univy., has joined 
staff at Lowell Institute Coopera- 
tive Broadcasting Council as writer- 
producer. Shepherd Brooks, for- 
merly of War Dept.’s Information 
and Education Division. also joined 


staff of Lowell Institute Coopera- 
tive Council. 

Caroline Harrison back at pub- 
licity department of WCOP after 
10-month leave of absence. 


|minute morning 


WOR Aims at Dawn-Hour 


In Program Reshuffle 


WOR. N. Y., brass took a look at 
iocal Hoopers and at letters from 
listeners, and did some more show 
shuffling this week. 


As a result, John Gambling’s 45- 
“Musical Clock” 


|(7:15) will be fronted by a new 6-7 


Odessa, Tex.—J. N. McKean has' 
been named manager of KRIG re- 
placing Bob Rives, who resigned. 
McKean was editor and publisher 
of the Odessa American for Ridder 
Publications Inc., until the paper 
was sold last month. 


Biddeford, Me. Gordon J 
Lewis, assistant manager of WPOR., 
Portland. has resigned to become 
general manager of WIDE, which 
will begin operation in Biddeford 
this fall 

Arthur A. Deters left 
New Bedford, Mass to 
chief engineer of WIDE. 


WNBH, 
become , 


Detroit — Ron Gamble has been 


named chief announcer and assis- ' 
tant program director ot WJR.! 
Gamble started his career at 
WKZO,. Kalamazoo, in 1933 He 


then went to WHIO in Dayton and 
in 1938 joined the WJR staff. 

Albany—Libby Bohen has been 
added to the continuity staff at 
WPTR, Albany She did scripts 
and broadcast a woman's program 
over WOKO, Albany, for the past 
year. 


; a.m 


“Rambling With Gambling” 
session in an effort to head off some 
of the dawn-hour dialing now 
copped by WCBS’ Arthur Godfrey 
Latter is said to have only a slight 
rating advantage over WOR’s gab- 
ber 


Listeners’ requests for more 
easy-to-listen-to music has led to 
prepping of a new three-a-week 
nighttime stanza. at 9:30, with 


Svivan Levin batoning a nine-plece 
erch, Marty Malvin as singer and 
Bob Poole emcee. 


ASCAPer’s Station Buy 


4 Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 
William O’Brien, head of ASCAP 





office here tor the last 10 years, | 
has resigned to operate a new ra- 
dio station in Middletown, Conn., 


with his brother, Richard O’Brien 
Okay came through last week from 
FCC and call letters assigned to 
the O'’Briens were WCNX Con- 
struction work begins immediately 
and brothers hope to have 
plant going in couple of months. 








Jack Cigen 


IS pleased to 


aAnnOUuUnCE 


“red Hllens 


return to the airwaves on 


y ° ‘ 
Sunday evening, Oct. 3 


8:30 - 0:00 p.m 


Sponsored by the 
Ford Dealers of Himerica 


/ 


) 7 | 
) he for further 


details tune in \WeL-11-S 
12 through 4am. nightly 





their | 


| 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


| “Ford Theatre” has éncountered a batch of pre-CBS_ debut head- 
aches. Bernard Herman walked out as musical director in a reported 
disagreement with the show’s production bosses. Cy Feuer has been 
bought in from the Coast to replace him. Fletcher Markle, handling 
directorial chores, also is said to have had a serious, although not de- 
cisive. tiff with the powers. To top it off, CBS board chairman William 
S. Paley informed Kenyon & Eckhardt, agency oa the show, he wasn’t 
happy with the choice of “Madame Bovary” as the opening vehicle. 
He felt. it’s said, a drama with an American theme would have been 
more appropriate. But advance publicity, promotion, casting. etc., was 
too far along to do anything about it, the agency replied. 

Hour-long stanza gets under way Oct. 8, with Claudette Colbert, Van 
Heflin and probably also Claude Rains in the lead roles 


Bamberger Broadcasting Service, which owns WOR, N. Y., the now 
multiple AM-FM-TV-recording-talent-tele film operation, 1s looking for 
Reason is that WOR’s stock was recently transferred from 


anew name 
... Bamberger & Co., Newark, to its parent company, R. H. Macy & Co. 
An additional reason, perhaps, is that, what with two tele stations 


being built by WOR and department stores more likely sponsors in this 
field. it’s felt neither Bamberger nor Macy (both dept. store names) are 
best suited for the operation. 

Station has announced a contest among its personnel for the best 
new name suggested. WOR toppers feel a tag with a “regional” air 
| would be best. since station reaches 18 states and its TV setup would 
be two-city (N.Y. and DC.). 

Broadcasting industry, including its advertisers and ad agencies, is 
| pitching in impressively to help the Community Chests of America put 
over next month’s Red Feather campaign (which this year includes the 
new USO). Kickoff will be a four-network show Thursday, Sept. 30, 
10:30-11 p.m. (EST), studded with air, film and legit headliners. Don 
| Quinn, writer of “Fibber McGee,” is scripting. Plans for the stanza are 
in the hands of Cornwell Jackson, J. Walter Thompson's Coast topper; 
Bob Ballin of Foote, Cone & Belding: Walter Bunker of Young & Rubi- 
cam: John J. Lewis of Needham, Louis & Brorby; J. J. Van Nostrand 
of SSC&B: Lewis Allen Weiss of Don Lee, and Marvin Young of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 

Radio industry committee for the drive is headed by M. J. Roche, 
| ad chief of Lever Bros. In addition to the four-web airer, each of the 
nets also is prepping a half-hour Chest show of its own. Stanzas for ABC 
and NBC are being set by Yom Slater of Ruthrauff & Ryan, with the 
help of “Bud” Barry of ABC and Ken Dyke of NBC. Bill Spire of 
| SSC&B is working with CBS’ Dave Taylor and Mutual’s Abe Schechter 

on shows for their webs, Indies throughout the country are being tied 
in via Ted Cott’s non-afidliated stations committee. 
| Tele will play a role for the first time. Kendall Foster of Esty has 
| enlisted the Gray-O'Reilly Studios to produce a series of filmed spots 
with Lanny Ross and the John Gart Trio, with Eloise Walton scripting. 





Art Linkletter is spending all of this week in Pittsburgh, doing his 
daily GE *‘House Party” shows and Tuesday night “People Are Funny” 
program from 3,800-seat Syria Mosque, with paid audiences for all of 
his networkers. 
| Linkletter was brought to Pitt by Kiwanis club, which is using pre- 
| ceeds from sale of tickets to his broadcasts for its fund to help kiddie 

sufferers of rheumatic fever. Linkletter’s six shows, added to two per- 
| formances of Tom Moore's “Ladies Be Seated” on Saturday (18), have 
made 


town quite a network center of late. Moore’s program was 
brought here by Pittsburgh Furriers Assn. in connection with their 


annual fur show. 








Station Promotion 











Kansas City, Sept. 21. 

KCKN, Kansas City, 250-watter, 
found it had one of its most un- 
usual broadcasts recently when it 
transcribe the baking of a 500-lb. 
cake. Show was part of a promo- 
tion deal in connection with open- 
ing of Monteil’s supermarket which 
bought time on the station week 
in advance. The cake was a pro- 
motion all the way around with 
Continental Baking doing the bak- 
ing, Pet Milk. C & H Sugar and 
others contributing the ingredients. 
The cake came out at 557 Ibs. ac- 
tual weight. measuring four feet 
square and 3!» feet high (30 layers 
in six tiers). It got billing as the 
world’s largest white cake, and 
proved to have more than enough 
material for the quarter-hour cov- 
erage given by Frank Hassepp, 
KCKN special events man. 
| Show was wire recorded Friday 
frome the opening and broadcast 





Here’s a Feature For 
Fall that can do a real job 
for you! 





The Texas Rangers, 
stars of stage, screen, 
and radio, are America’s~ 
largest and finest group, 
playing and singing West- 
ern tunes. The Texas 
Rangers have just released 
a new Bibletone “Cowboy 
Hymn” album — first of 
its kind. 








Same night, after week's advance 
buildup on the station. Super- 
market, which gave the cake to 
| customers, was jammed all day 
| Saturday of opening. Five popu- 
j lar music half hours and thé cake | 
| quarter hour on KCKN are figured 
; to have done the job, since only | 
; nominal display ads were used on | 
| the event. | 





The Texas Rangers 
music is transcribed verti- 
cally for high fidelity — 
‘Cinderella’ Peg | America’s only vertical 


ries Philadelphia, Sept. 21. cut transcriptions of west- 
used its ily izzer, | : 
¢ ts daily quizzer, ern music. 


“Cinderella Week-end.” as a peg 

for one of the area’s most sustained , . 

and = successful radio-newspaper You'll find them ideal 
for either FM or AM. 
They are priced right for 


promotions. 
Each day over a six week period | 

your market and your 

station. 


| 
}the station afforded a different | 
|community newspaper the chance | 
ito host on the program. The sta- | 
| tion Bave an opening and closing | 
|salute to the community selected 
}and used a one-minute history of 
| the newspaper midway through the 
' program. 

Station clocked up unprece- ; 
dented publicity. with the weeklies‘ 
running eight column. streamers 
announcing the event and most of 
them carrying the story over a four 
or tive week period. 


Wire, Write or Phone 
for Complete Details 
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ARTHUR 8. CHURCH PRODUCTION 
KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 









Philadelphia — WCAU'’s “um-! 
brella coverage” promotional tech-| § 
nique spiraled into sock public re- | 
lations siunt with umbrellas going) . 
out last week to radio eds. 



































Progress Report 


from the Board of Directors of World Video, Inc. 


Three Running 


PARIS CAVALCADE OF FASHIONS (Film) (15 Min.) 
Starring FAYE EMERSON 
Now in Its 17th Week on 
NBC Television—Fridays 7:15-7:30 PM 


~ FLOOR SHOW Starring EDDIE CONDON (Live) (30 Min.) 


Now in Its 3rd Week 
WPIX, New York—Tuesdays 8:30-9:00 PM 


ACTORS STUDIO (Live) (30 Min.) 
Premiere Sunday, September 26 
ABC Television 
And Each Sunday Thereafter 8:30-9 PM 


Two Coming 


COOKING A LA CARTE (Film) (15 Min.) 
Top French Recipes Actually Filmed 
In Top French Restaurants 
Script and Narration by Ilka Chase 


FIELD AND STREAM OF THE AIR (Film) (15 Min.) 
Hunting, Fishing, Outdoors in All 48 States 
With Field and Stream's Editors 


One Preparing 


HERE'S THE STORY: (Live and Film) (15 Min.) 
Most Important News Story of the Week 
With Quentin Reynolds, the People Concerned 


And Universal International Newsreel Library 


ee. 





ee ee 


WORLD VIDEO, Inc., 718 Madison Avenue, New York 21, New York 


Paris—London 
Exclusive Sales Representation—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC, 
NEW YORK CHICAGO BEVERLY HILLS 
Circle 7-2160 State 2-3632 Crestview 1-6161 
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32 RADIO VARIETY 
sie tone — ~ . alled show 3 | —— 
Ff ——— —, tion. Opener (16) signalled sho i —_— 
. * ninth season teeoff. i 
R dio Reviews Story concerns suburban John ABC Co S et aure S 
Kendall, his sister Mrs. a. 
Lean whose husband was kille ~~ aise il teal 
E —> Continued from page 24 near the end of last season, her Continued from pag i " , , 
should be one of the more sus-, dodge iis responsibility in pinning twins and step-daughter W o— Detroit station, WXYZ-TV, linked| Henry W. Kiel Auditorium and 
pensetul items on the spectrum. the rap on the local government ho is at the romantic =. * ua by micro-wave via Toledo, will get | KSD, the only tele station in town, 
rounding characters such as into the web picture Oct. 9. | fed it to four other midwestern sta. 


gave 


Initial show, “Anonymous.” 


terrific promise. Story theme Is 
extremely simple. A politico, be- 
tween congratulatory letters and 
phone calls, gets an anonymous 
call from a femme urging him to 
drop dead. This occurrence preys 
on his mind until he obliges the 
lady 


Although an anonymous phone 
call is a pretty thin peg for the re- 
sults attained, Cooper has built up 
his theme so that the key charac- 
ters’ emotions are logically gradu- 
ated from annoyance to fear 

Ernest Chappell, as the politico 
gave a virtuoso performance En- 
tire session was practically a mono- 
logue with minor characters com- 
ing in at strategic points to height- 
en the basic interest. 

The team of Cooper and Chappell 
gives promise that “Quiet Please 
should be one of the most compact 
chilier series. It’s sufficiently taut 
to drive the nervous away to an- 
other show early in the program 

On the initial show, Dan Sutter 
as the medico, Athena Lord as the 
politico’s wife, and Peggy Stanley 
as the telephone voice, gave excel- 
lent accounts of themselves 

Jose. 
INSIDE NEW YORK 
With Norman Rose, Augusta 

Dabne, Maurice Franklin, Bill 

Griffis, Michael Artist, Owen 

Jordan, Madeleine Lee 
Writer: Michael Sklar 
Director: Joseph Gottlieb 
30 Mins.: Fri., 9:30 p.m. 


Sustaining _ 
WMCA, N. Y. 

Following through on its sock 
housing series which  hot-footed 


New York City solons into activity 
last winter, WMCA this season Is 
casting its indignant eye over the 
other cracks and crevices in the 
local municipal setup. It promises 
to be another firstrate public serv- 
ice series which will garner pro- 
found attention in interested quar- 
ters. This program, irrespective of 
any concrete results achieved, will 
stir reflection—one quality which is 
not overworked on the airlanes 
The prem show (17) dealed with 
the crisis in the city’s educational 
system. Via a well-directed dra- 
matic script by Michael Sklar, the 
program focussed on the problem 
of a single teacher whose good in- 
stincts were thwarted by a run- 
down school and inadequate facili- 
ties. It was shocking in its revela- 





tions, all of which are obviously 
grounded in facts not generally 
available to the public. The 
obsolete schools with medieval 


sanitary facilities, the over-crowd- 
ing of classrooms, the lack of text- 
books and other essentials usually 
taken for granted in a modern 
educational system were = sharply 
depicted and unreservedly con- 
demned. 

This indie, under prexy Nathan 
Straus’ encouragement, has 
achieved a special reputation in 
its public service programming for 
calling things by their right name 
In that tradition, this show didn't 











for making kids “the prisoners of 
the budget.” Even though the script 
didn't touch on many important 
problems such as the current split 
over educational methods, it at- 
tacked the crucial factor of physical 
poverty with energy and _ intel- 
ligence. If public service program- 
ming needs anything, it’s more 
muckracking shows such as this 
Heri. 


SONG AND MINE 
With Thomas L. Thomas, Mary 

Martha Briney, Felix Knight: 

Dorothy Maynor, guest; Edward 

Slattery: Charles Magnante, En- 

rico, Wahl and Banta; Andre 

Baruch, announcer 
Producer-Direetor-Writer: 

Hummert 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. (EDT) 
BORDEN CO. 

CBS, from New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

You can't argue with a program 
like this. It's as standard on the 
airwaves as cokes are on a soda 
fountain bar. Its appeal is about 
as broad as anything that could be 


YOUR 


Frank 


1offered*in entertainment, reaching 


just about everybody but the be- 
bop fanatics at one end of the 
scale and the strictly longhairs at 


the other coming closest, of 
course, to the latter. The reper- 
toire is almost entirely composed 


of faves known to every dialer for 
years. The presentation is as 
creamy as the stuff the sponsor 
dispenses (‘and of the same _ sub- 
sistence, incidentally, as the fare 
another milk outfit offers on the 
“Contented Hour’’). 

The Thomas-Briney-Knight song- 
stering combo, interspersing num- 
bers with guestar—Dorothy May- 
nor sang “Sometimes I Feel Like A 
Motherless Child” on the fall re- 
turn preem last week (15)—the 
orch and chorus under Edward 
Slattery, with two-piano dueting by 


Wahl and Banta, violining by En- 
rico, and accordion bending by 
Charles Magnante, makes for 


pleasant variety. The stanza won't 
set the Hoopers afire. but it can't 
want for a passing grade. 

The plugs are for Borden’s Eagle 
Brand condensed milk and are 
digestible, if unexciting. Doan. 
JOHN AND JUDY 
With Bill Needles, Mona O’Hearn, 

Peggi Loder, Bud Knapp, Claire 

Drainie, Frank Perry, others; 

Elwood Glover, announcer 
Producer: Barry Wood 
Writer: Bernard Braden 
30 Mins: Thurs., 8:30 p.m, 
POND’S COLD CREAM 
CBC Trans-Canada, from Toronto 

Canada’s longest continuing air 
serial, this show is no more or 


less than in okay hopped-up sudser | 


attracting 
alike. 
extends 


adult and juve dialers 
it’s similarity to a soaper 
even to the novachord 


theme and breaks. Capable cast 
handles characters well. Romance, 
drama and comedy are all the 


modified, family type of presenta- 


Wendy’s b£., the mayor who is J 
and J’s father, their aunt and as- 
sorted neighbors and relatives give 
scripter Braden the necessary 
never-ending scope for mood 
switches to keep the stanza bright 
and continuous 

Commercials 
type of show. 


are okay for the 
Wood's production 


is good Gorm. 
THE HAPPY GANG 
With Bert Pearl, m.c.;: Kathleen 


Stokes, Eddie Allen, Joé Niosi, 

Bobby Gimby, Cliff MeKay, Lou 

Snider, Blain Mathe, Jimmy 

Namaro ; 
Producer: George Temple 
30 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE 
MUTUAL, CBC Trans-Canada 

(Spitzer & Mills) 

Same format, same cast, same 
bad gags, the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp.’s happy little family 
variety time is back for its 12th 
season. -Also same as before, its 
futile aitempts at comedy are 
fortunately offset by the okay 
musicianship and vocalizing of the | 
cast which has some of the top solo 
talent in Toronto. Pearl, besides 
emceeing the show, gets on piano 
at times; Bartlett, besides an- 
nouncing, still holds his corn spot 
called “The Joke Pot’; Kay Stokes 
is always good on the Hammond; 
Eddie Allen sings and plays ac- 
cordion; Joe Niosi on bu!l fiddle; 
Bobby Gimby tooting an okay 
trumpet; Cliff McKay sings and 
plays clarinet and sax: Lou Snider 
and 


at plano sometimes organ; 
Blain Mathe on violin and Jimmy 
Namaro vibes. xylophone = and 
sometimes piano. 

Teeing opener (13) with same 
theme, “Keep Happy with the 
Happy Gang,” entire cast went in- 
to “It’s a Most Unusual Day” with 


lvries slanted to return to the air, 
later using “The First |!1 Years 
Are the Worst” cued to 12th annual 
show and closing with “There! I've 
Said It Again,” parodying the 
happy-to-be-back theme 

During the show, which goes to 
Mutual es well as CBC's Trans- 
Canada web, specialties were rung 
in between the harmless but weak 
gags, such as Allen announcing 
the birth of a daughter named 
Judith by warbling “Judy Mine”; 
Stokes and Mathe dueting on 
“Summertime” and Namaro boffing , 
with a brief but smooth ‘“Halle- 
lujah!” 

Far be it from us to suggest a 
change in this show, though we 
could. It’s been hitting the top 
with the dialers for 11 years now 
in spite of vast waves of criticism 
of its flat, almost amateurish for- 
mat. It must be the music! 

Gorm. 





| 


Minneapolis—First FM station 
in St. Cloud, Minn., went on the 
air. KFAM-FM is owned by Fred 
Schiiplin, publisher of St. Cloud 
Daily Times, and will broadcast 
from 6 a.m. to midnight daily. 
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“MUSIC on the ATR” 


Ray Hacketts Orchestra 


the King’s Guardsmen 


Broadcast on KQW 
The Columbia Station for 


the San Francisco Bay Area 


Produced and Direeded by 


KING-McGREGOR 
PRODUCTIONS 


Available for Sponsorship 


For Further Information 
Wire. Phene or Write 


KOW, Palace Hotel Studios 


California 


Favorite of Opera and Concert... 











(NBC) 


SHFFFHFFHFFF+EF++++F+FF HHH ooo oooooooe 

















NBC made its midwest TV net- 
work bow from St. Louis’ KSD-TV, 
the web's Chicago outlet, WNBQ, 
being not yet ready. NBC 
Niles Trammell was among those 
participating in the inaugural 
pickup During the three-hour 
Kickoff the other participating out- 


lets —- WBEN-TV:;: WSPD-TV, 
Toledo: WW4J-TV, Detroit, and 
WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee—all origi- 


nated salutes to the TV milestone 
East By Year's End 

The midwest chain will be linked 
to the east coast tele network 
facilities by the end of the vear. 
Last remaining gap is between 
Cleveland and Philadelphia, via 
Pittsburgh. When that co-ax is 
completed, the Bell System will 
have 5,000 miles of video channels 
(some, micro-wave) in operation, 
joining 14 major cities. 

Pictures viewed last night in 
Chi, 300 miles north of the NBC 
origination point at KSD-TV, were 
well-defined and of quality com- 


| parable to standard local product 


ABC plans networking 10 hours 
of programming weekly. Initial 
schedule includes: Sunday—‘'Dol- 
lars and Sense,” “What Do You 
Think?” and as yet untitled half- 
hour show; Monday—‘Stump the 
Author” and 30-minute variety 
show; Tuesday—two hours of box- 
ing; Wednesday—two hours of 
wrestling or auto races; Friday 
“Music in Velvet” and “Platter 
Party”; _Saturday—“Skip Farrell 
Show,” “Stand By for Crime” and 
full-hour “Super Circus.” 

Commercials set for the ABC net 
include, besides the Admiral va 
riety show, four Notre Dame grid 
games starting Saturday (25) with 


Admiral also as sponsor: balloting 


results Nev. 2 under Kaiser-Frazer 
aegis, and a sked of boxing bouts 
tagged by Motorola. Paramount’ 
WBKB, Chi, has exclusive on ND 
grid games, so ABC airing will be 
via affiliates outside the Windy 
City only. Fact that it has commer- 
cial shows ready for the new mid 
west coax will be roundly plugged 
by ABC to cement affiliations. 
Buffalo Bow Uneven 
Buffalo, Sept. 21. 
WBEN-TV joined ABC on the 
new midwest network at 7 last 
night (Mon.) and did it all over 
again with NBC at 8. ABC inaug- 
ural program from Chicago, “Along 
the Trail,” was mediocre in gen- 


eral quality, uneven in sound, but 


excellent in visual reception. 
NBC's inaugural was somewhat 

more impressive. Reception 

top tele and sound high calibre. 


Cleve.’s WEWS Success 
Cleveland, Sept. 21. 
Network reception of WEWS-TV 
went off without a hitch and with 


good picture, and can be labeled. 


an unqualified success. During the 
day the station took the Detroit- 
Boston game with camera crews 


i\from WWJ-TV in Briggs stadium. 


Reception at brief moments was 
a bit fuzzy but overall handling 
was tops. Pickup is believed to 
be first use of coaxial cable in mid- 
west and although game was 
billed as experimental altempt it 
was a success. 





St. Loo’s Pleasant Taste 
: St. Louis, Sept. 21, 
St. Louis’ first taste of network 
television last ni ght 


(Mon.) was a pleasant one and 


| Standard set for the initialer prom- 


ises better video things to come. 
The program, Originating in the 


prexy | 


Was | 








|tions, WTMJ - TV, Milwaukee; 


| WSPD-TV, Toledo; WWJ-TV, De- 


| troit, and WBEN-TY., Buffalo. 

With NBC engineers in com- 
| plete charge KSD’s contribution to 
| the three-hour program was a spiel 
‘by Frank Eschen; an_ interview 
| with Benson Ford of the Ford Mo- 
| tor Co. in town for a plant dedica- 
j tion, and Russ Davis, the station’s 
ferch maestro furnishing the mu- 
sic Throughout the session that 
|included p.a. of radio, screen and 


vaude talent, kinescope films, tele 
newsreels, etc., the photograph 
was remarkably clear and. the 


sound excellent. 

Live talent brought here by NBC 
for teeoff, all of which scored solid- 
ly, included Willie Howard, Jerry 
| Bergen, Jane Pickens, Buck and 
| Bubbles, a roller skating show 
|tagged “The Whirlwinds” and An- 
| dre, Andree & Bonnie comedy terp 
itrio. Jinx Falkenburg emceed the 


| program. 


Detroit Sees Vaude’s 


‘Comeback’—Again 
Detroit, Sept. 21. 


Vaudeville is coming back, 
judged by show screened in this 
area by Detroit News’ WWJ-TV: 


|The long-distance part of the bet- 
iter than three-hour program origi- 
nated in St. Louis, traveling by 
\goaxial cable and by microwave 
| relay. 

WXYZ-TV, the ABC outlet, won't 
have its kickoff until Oct. 9. That 
| station is now running test patterns 
12 hours a day, having started them 


| Sept. 15. With that station getting 
video going next month and 
| WJBK-TV coming along several 


| weeks later, real competition will 
| start in the local television field. 
There was reception trouble in 
‘the first 10 minutes of the program. 
The image was completely lost for 
seconds and continued wavy for 
'a time. The technicians soon got 
| those bugs out 

| <A film which was devoted to 
showing how the coaxial cable 
worked came out poorly, WWJ-TV 


‘technicians admitted, and the sub- — 


ject itself was dragged out to the 


point of boredom. Two shows 
staged by WWJ came over very 
well. Then when the live acts 
'ffom the St. Louis Opera House 
|started coming through on the 
|}main part of the show, interest 


i shown by the WWJ studio audience 
| became intense. 














Coast Stations 


4 Continued from page 27 
/are sustaining and ran TV outlet 
$500. 
| Other sports events being tele- 
cast currently and on a regular 
| basis are boxing and wrestling. 
Don Lee's KTSL is videoing each 
once weekly from the Hollywood 
Stadium. Deal calls for station to 
pay stadium $150 for each TV’ing 
and split from first dollar taken 
in from sponsors over the mark. 
KTLA is reportedly paying $700 
for rights to wrestling bouts at 
the Olvinpic stadium. 

Pacific Southwest Tennis Match- 
es Assn. is asking $2,500 for nine 











davs of tennis. Matches start 
Sept. 25. KLAC-TV has already 
‘turned the bid down. Olympie 


| Stadium, meanwhile, wants $1,000 
per telecast for boxing which re- 
| portedly stems from fight mana- 
gers who wouldn't consider any- 
thing less. 











NOW in 








Direction: 
BOB FERRES, 545 5th Ave.. New York—Murray Hill 7-4256 
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PENNY EDWARDS 


Singing and dancing star ‘of 


U-I's “FEUDIN', FUSSIN' and A-FIGHTIN'" and 
WB's (Technicolor Hit) "TWO GUYS FROM TEXAS" 


Guest appearances on Radio and Television 


Person at 


RKO Theatres in New York City 
Just completed a successful “appearance at 


THE EMBASSY CLUB 


Jacksonville, Florida 
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Hudson KTTV 






Rochester’s WHAM Pacts 





| Tele Followups | | 


| 
Continued from page 26 | 


26-Week ‘Star’ Hunt 


_ Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 21. 
Biggest live talent show in 








F 





Pro am Head completely ruined the Louis Jor- | 
dan orch’s performance, With no'| 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

CBS has moved Hal Hudson 
from his post as western division 
program director to television to 
head up the program department. 
Network is a 49% partner with 
L. A. Times in KTTV, which is be- 
ing readied for full time operation 
within 90 days. George Allen suc- 
Hudson as radio program 


ceeds 
chief. 

Harry Witt, acting general man- 
ager of ihe station, after announe- 
ing the appointment, dispatched 
Hudson to New York for a month 


apparent instructions on where to 
stand, Jordan was out of mike 


range throughout his two numbers. | 
Fact that Sullivan was doubling | 


from the Roxy theatre stage and 
Jordan dittoed from the Harlem 
Apollo might have contributed to 
the lack of rehearsal time avail- 
able. 

Comic Benny Rubin topped the 
other acts with a versatile takeoff 
on vaude stars of the past, demon- 
strating he’d be a good bet to han- 
dle a show on his own. Morton 
Downey, invited up from the studio 
audience, ran through a couple of 
Irish tunes in non-committal man- 


Rochester was pacted this week 
with signing of a 26-week contract 


for “You Can Be a Star,” weekly | 


talent hunt using a 12-pe orchestra 
over WHAM Mondays 7:30 to 8 be- 
ginning Oct. 11. 

Broadcast from stage of Para- 
mount theatre, show’s tab is being 
picked up by the theatre. Norge 
Distributor, and Union Outfitting 
Co., in three-way deal. 
1s owned and emceed by Mort Nus- 
baum. Storm Agency placed the 
account. 


Package | 


our Firms Battling Before FCC 


For Lone Lehigh Valley Channel 


Easton, Pa., Sept. 21. | 
Four firms who seek a license to! 


operate a television station on the} 


‘only channel in the Lehigh Valley 


presented their claims before the | 
FCC at hearings which began in 
Tuesday (14) and 
ended Saturday (18), The hearings 
were held in Allentown, Bethlehem 
and Easton, the Commission’ mov- 
ing to these cities and applicants 
appeared there to be heard. The} 


this section 


financial position of the applicants 
was gone into thoroughly by the 
Commission and required some 
lengthy examinations. 

Applicants are The Philco Corp., 
Lehigh Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Easton Publishing Co. and Penn 
Allen Broadcasting Co. Lehigh Val- 
ley and Easton Publishing com- 
panies proposed a time-sharing li- 
cense, something never issued be- 
fore by the Commission. They said 
they would operate their stations 
on alternate days. 
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the FCC alike.”’ 





**Now let me see; there 

must have been some- 

Yes. 

There was ‘mr. ace and 

JANE!’ Wonderful, 
adult, brisk satire.” 
PAUL DENIS, 

N. Y. Post. 


thing I enjoyed. 











“One of radio’s sharp- 


est and wittiest excur- 


sions into satire.’ 


ROSE, Variety. 




















on my radio set.” 





of study. Hudson has been with ner. Same went for Al Bernie’s 
CBS intermittently since 1934 and comedy. Nellie Arnaut and Bros 
for a time was a writer at 20th- | (2) did okay with their standard 
Fox. violin-bird chirping routine and 
the Yoeman Bros. (2) and Frances 
teed off the show respectably with 
TEST OUT some instrumental pyrotechnics. 
CANADA T0 Walton and O’Rourke marionetie, 
act, slow-paced at the start, picked 
SPONSOR PRICE MENTION ner, Was. oKay. Al Bernie’s 
up in the second half. Fact that 
Toronto, Sept. 21. both the Arnaut and Yeoman acts 
In a six-months test period, ra- | comprised two men and a girl was 
dio stations in this country will be confusing to some viewers. 
allowed by the Canadian Broad- Incidentally, it’s questionable 
casting Corp. to mention sponsored whether Emerson is wise in using | 
product prices on the air, with the costly TV time to plug its radio 
CHC warning that the practice will! sets. If more people buy radios, or 
be ended if mention of product | follow the plugs’ reasoning that no 
prices to too frequent. home is hese oe per “s 
. . 4 ) “pee >;* y lé € e 
According to Davidson Dunton, rs eee ry 5 Poe hich ia 
CBC board chairman, Canadian costing the firm so heavily? 
station officials have been asked to ‘ . 
adopt a voluntary code to restrict ' ” : 
such price mentions. It’s pointed After trailing in the dust the 
out that the present CBC regula- preceding week, “Texaco Star 
tion is a six-months test period | Theatre’made a slight comeback 
only and that, if reaction of Cana- : a ag we pred po g tee ‘ho 
i is rs is unfavorable, the | ©” rf "> ¥ ar 
cBe aa es the eked aenian fast pace and lure of many of the 
ae early editions. Chief fault lay in, 
ban on again. giving the acts too much time to 
i‘ perform which, incidentally, points | 
’ e up the probability that good va- 
Cleveland S WGAR Again riety acts for vaudeo are becoming 
increasingly difficult to find. If 
S| { ‘G f W k’ there were more acts available, 
ots ame 0 ee “Texaco” could book more on each 
Cleveland, Sept. 21. show and thus cut down the on- 
In keeping with a practice es- | camera time for each. 
tablished several year ago, WGAR, What talent there was; topped 
Cleveland, again is broadcasting | by comedian Willie Howard, was 
the “Game of the Week” college | g00d. Peter Donald carried most of 
football schedule with selection to | the load as emcee, proving to be a 
be made each week from outstand- | 800d visual comedian with his dia- 
ing games in the midwest. lect stories. He went overboard, 
Opening game of the nine-game though, in his own spot, staying on 
; , . _5e™* |} much too long for comfort. Same 
schedule is Ohio State - Missouri| went for Sid Caesar with his air- 
from Columbus, Saturday (25).| plane routine from the “Tars and 
WGAR sportcaster Bob Neal Will | Spars” film. Act seemed much 
handle play-by-play. ‘‘Game of the | jonger than it was in the picture | 
Week” series is sponsored by R.| and Caesar then hung around for a | 
J. Reynolds Co. for Camel cig- | short satire on the United Nations, 
arettes. Agency is William Esty. aided and abetted by Donald. 
|Hewing more to the correct time 
limit was Gil Maison, with his | 
|chimp and assorted dogs. Act has | 
long been a good one and NBC-TV | 
director Ed Sobol heightened its, 
‘interest for home viewers with 
| well-executed closeups of the ani- 
| mals. 

Dewey Sisters (2) opened the 
show with some fancy acrobatics, 
working so fast that Sobol couldn't 
quite keep them in range. De 

; Marlos (2), ars ge ety Na —— 
team, fared much better before the 
M-G-M— ‘icons in a couple of well-set rou- 
“On an Island with You" tines. Second mumber was given 
"Thi ; a8 added impact by the off-camera 
This Time for Keeps singing of Dina Anagnost. Howard 
Mgt.: LOU ‘CLAYTON closed the show with a zany bur- 
'lesque skit, good but not up to his 
— —_ | better-known French professor and 
/opera-singing routines. For an 
added touch, Donald brought Mil- 
TV PRODUCER- ton Berle, who took over as perma- 
nent emcee last (Tues.) night, in 
DIRECTOR for a quick crack at the audience. 

‘HOUR OF ST. FRANCIS’ 

Over 100 Shows on the Air H ° 

Agency Know-How DAY-AND-DATE FORMAT 

Available New York Area Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Box 937, Variety “The Hour of St. Francis,’ pre- 

154 West 46th Street 

New York 19, N. Y. 


paring for its third year of pro- 
duction, will introduce a change 
in system of nationwide distribu- | 
tion. All stations will run pro- 
| grams on a synchronized schedule, 
ithe series following in sequence. 














—— 











METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER | This hadn't been done before. 
S New series, which will start : 
pousers Dec. 5, will continue in same fbr- 


15-minute 


“LYNN LOOKS cca Seen, available 
‘uffo. Tl Third Order of St. 
AT HOLLYWOOD” cutfo 1€ 
on 


Francis is the sponsor. Pat Mc- 
KHJ—Mutuel Monday: thru 


Geehan will continue as narrator, 
with Pat Kelly as producer, Bob 
Friday 1 to 1:15 p.m. 


Mitchell at the organ, Juanita 
Vaughan scripting from freeiance 
stories, and Dan O’Herlihy, Parley 
Baer, Howard Culver, Peggy Web- 
ber. Dawn Bender and Henry Blair 
as cast. Series is now carried ove) 


My Thanks to 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


LYNN CASTILE 





151 outlets in U. S., Canada and 


wisecrack into a distinctive whole 


‘I’m a shoveover for Fred Allen. 
Best compliment I can pay Good- 


man Ace is that he runs second 





what do they know! 


“They have blended satire and 


which should please Hooper and 


JACK GOULD, N. Y. Times. 


mr. 
ace 
and 


JANE 











satire.’ 


JIMMY CANNON, N. Y. Post. 


“Reds Raid Berlin.”’ 


Journal-American 


Writers: 


CBS, FRIDAYS, 8:30-9:00 P.M., N.Y.T. 


FOR 
GENERAL FOODS 


THE JELL-O FAMILY OF DESSERTS 


Through 
Young & Rubicam 


“A streamlined, up to date, very, 


very funny half hour.” 


“Weleome back 


JANE’ and their bright, fresh 


| 
| 








JOHN CROSBY, 
Herald Tribune. 


“It's as funny as peo- 
ple say it is, and that 
by itself constitutes a 


rave notice.”’ 


HARRIET 
VAN HORNE, 


N.Y. World-Telegram. 











“One of radio’s more 
literate comedy 
shows.”’ 
ACKERMAN, 
Billboard. 


‘mr. ace and 








BEN GROSS, News. 


George Fester and Mort Green 
George Axelrod, Jack Raymond 


eee 

















Panama. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


Pittsburgh — Bob Clayton won | day starting Oct. 5 there will be 
audition among WJAS announcers a sportscast with Jerry Lee for a 
for five-minute news spot Mon. quarter hour. Starting Sept. 30 
through Fri., at 3:55 in the after- | the station will air the Dick Dun- 
noon for a national account, SOS /| kel forecasts sponsored by Hutchin 
Cleaners .. . Don Trageser, indie | Bros., men's store as narrated by 
radio producer, has launched a new | Lee. Every Saturday starting 
weekly series called “Contrasts In! Sept. 25 there will be “Gridiron 
Jazz” every Saturday evening over| Tunes and Highlights” sponsored 
WMCK in McKeesport... Wilkens’| by Gene Meador, Inc., local 
Amateur Hour, which has been, Packard dealer. 

a Sunday afternoon feature, 
originally on WJAS and _iater 
on WCAE, ever since its beginning 
nearly a dozen years ago, will 
switch to a night spot tor the first 

>» when show goes back on the ; 
paging : tars a weeks. Simon Seven sponsors have been inked 
yure program will move into the | for a series of one-minute spots on 
7-8 slot on WCAE this season. Dave’ WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee Journal sta- 
Tyson. station’s early morning disc | tion. They include J. Groschell & 














New Tele Business 








} . _ hratich 
jockey who handled the amateur Sons ‘heating equipment), through 
session last season, will be at the the Dayton-Johnson-Hacker agency, 
controis again T. A. Chapman's depariment store 


en (no agency); Ace Cleaners, through 

Kansas City—-Fifth FM station Stone-O’Halleran, Ische —— me 
operating locally is WHB-FM, out- dio and Appliance Co., é- ——— 
let of the WHB Broadcasting Co Gus Marx: Otto L. Kuehn =. 
(Owned bv the Cook Paint & (‘O.K. Brand Herring), no agency; 
Varnish Co.) which took to the air , Constant Hosiery no agency and 
Sept. 12 \s is WHB. its AM af-. the Kunzelman-Esser Furniture Co 
filiate. new FM station is under! (no agency 
direction of Don Davis, president, G. K. Krueger Brewing Co. of 
and Jonn Schilling, veepee and | Newark, N. J., signed to bankroll 
general manager. 13 weeks of boxing from Ridge- 
oe wood Grove over the N. Y. Daily 
KQV will launch an' News’ WPIX starting Oct. 2. 
Agency is Benton & Bowles 


Pittsburgh 
all-Negro news program this week 
in cooveration with Pittsburgh Motorola, Inc., is sponsoring the 
Courier, country’s leading weekly | Chi pro football broadcasts of the 
Negro newspaper Quarter-hour ; Chicago Rockets over WBKBE, Chi 
is to be conducted by Stanley | Gourfain-Cobb is the agency. 
Roberts, <lirector of promotion and | Brentwood Sportswear Co., sign- 
public relations for the sheet, and | ed for one minute spots before and 
idea, station announcement says, aft the Notre Dame fooiball tele- 
isn’t poiated at any kind of propa-| casts via WBKB, Chi., through J. 
ganda but will be a straight recital; R. Kupsick agency, N. \ 
of current news stories affecting Unique Art Mfg. Co., inked for 
Negroes. Curtis Loan Co. and} 13 weeks of spots, twice weekly, 
Crayton Sausages, will bankroll) WBKB, Chi. Grant Adv. Co., N.Y., 
the Tuesday slot and Duquesne| is the agency. . 
Brewing the following night. Ennis Motors Co., local Milwau- 

———s kee used car dealer, pacted to 
— Committee of broad- | bankroll nine high school football 
casters has been appointed for the | ames over WT MJ-'I A Milwaukee 
State of Kansas, by Ben Ludy, — outlet. No agency in- 
yeneral manager of Arthur Capper | VO!ved. — ? , — 
~pe Sel wibw. pace eee American Chicle Co. (C hiclets). 
KCKN, Kansas City, to make a/ signed for 13 weeks of 20-second 
continuing study of Associated| spots over WNBT (NBC, N Y - 
Press news reports. Ludy is chair- | Agency. 1s Badger, Browning and 
man of the Kansas Assn. of Asso-| Hersey. ! 
ciated Press Broadcasters, recently! Bulova Watch Co. hiked its 
formed and patterned after other Schedule from five spots per week 
state groups. Committee member-|to 21 on WCAU-TV, F hiladelphia. 
ship includes George Gow, KFH, | Chapman Shoes renewed its twice 
Wichita; James Griffith, KSEK,| Weekly contract. Jackie Gordon, 
Pittsburgh: George E. Alden. Inc., men’s clothing, 2 Papin ted 
KWBW. Ilutchinson. Ludy and | Baking both renewed their weekly 
Vern Minor, KWHK, Hutchinson, | 22nouncements. 


Topeka 


— 











mittee. 


vice chairman of the association, | 
New Threat 


are ex-officio members of the com- 
Continued from page 25 


"WGAR SEEKS LINK T0 
SIMMONS-FCC SUIT 


Washington, Sept. 21. 
WGAR Broadcasting Co., of 
Cleveland, asked the U. S. Supreme 


Court last Thursday (16) for per-| 


mission to be included as a 
respondent in the appeal taken by 


Allen T. Simmons against the Fed-. 


eral Communications Commission. 
Simmons, operator of WADC, 


Akron. has been fighting to obtain | 


the 1,220 ke slot in Cleveland. 
WGAR. originally on 1,350 ke, was 
awarded the 1,220 band over Sim 
mons and the latter has been fight- 
ing for it in the courts ever since 


WGAR asked a power hike in 1945. | 


Case of Simmons vs. FCC has 
now reached the Supreme Court 
and WGAR wants to be linked as 
a party to the suit so that it can 
protect its interests. 





NBC’s Manual 


'___ (ontinued from page 21 =— 
————— 


j 








and not permit any more giveaways 
on its kiloeycles until the FCC VS. 
lotteries situation is clarified, is 
regarded as a straddling measure. 
But in justification of this stand, 
Trammell prefers to remain in the 
background for fear that any ex- 
treme measure on the part of NBC 
might tend to influence the FCC. 
Also. the failure of the NBC code 
{to include a provision banning sta- 
tion break announcements (long 
regarded by Trammell as one of 
network radio’s worst abuses) can 
be laid at the door of the affiliate 
station managers, who refuse to go 
along. Trammell knows he hasn't 
got a chance on this one, since so 
much local revenue is derived from 
station breaks. As result, such ad- 


herence is pretty well confined to | 


the web’s owned-and-operated sta- 
tions, although here, too, it’s a 
tempered observance and not a 
strict ban. 


Nonetheless, the 12 specific 


changes and additions highlighted | 


in the code represent a concrete 
crystallization of policy which was 
initially projected at the first an- 
nual NBC convention in Atlantic 
City last year, when the first of 
the series of reforms — banning 
crime and mystery shows before 
9:30 p.m.—was publicly acclaimed. 


On the Positive Side 


The reaffirmation of this stand; 
the elimination of double and 
triple spotting, thus going beyond 
the NAB standards; the limitation 
of commercials in news programs: 
the reforms on cowcatchers and 
hitch-hikes; and, perhaps most im- 





Des Moines—KRNT, Des Moines. 
has added FM on a daily 18-hour; =" 
schedule. KRNT-FM is the third) parable to sound broadcasting. For 
FM station on the air in Des! that reason. too, AM stations may 
Moines but is the only one at| fee} the advertisers’ pursestrings 
present broadcasting on a daily! grawing tighter. 
18-hour schedule and the only one , Teade aleorvers wee another 


broadcasting all programs that are | myprices 9 
aired in the standard (AM) opera-| facet to DuMont’s plan. By avoid 











tion. ‘ing elaborate production during , 


a ithe daytime hours, and sticking to 
Seattle — Dick Keplinger, local | so-called public service program- 
freelancer, is inaugurating a new! ming for the housewife, shut-ins 
touch in local radio with use of a, and kids, DuMont feels that it 
summer house at his home for) won't be limited to the amount of 
a daily disk jockey show over | commercial time it can sell. as it 
KXA. Station has put a direct, would be if it were to program 
line into former teahouse over-) ctraight entertainment. Station will 
looking the Arboretum from Kep-| thus be wide open for such ad- 
linger’s place and will air shOW | vertisers as department stores, 
a ang 8:45 a.m. Monday through 'fashion manufacturers, ete. If ‘it 
in ican sell enough of this time, it will 
get added revenue to spend on 
its regular nighttime shows. 
WABD plans to offer one-minute 


Greensboro, N. C.—North Caro- 
lina Assn. of Broadcasters will hold | 
its annual convention at Southern | 
Pines. Oct. 25-26. Harold Essex, | “product demonstrations” for $25 
president and managing director of per throw. It will sell a full 15- 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, made the, minute or half-hour segment to 
announcement. He added that the | any advertiser that wants a length- 
Carolinas Radio News Directors jer program at regular daytime 
Assn. would conduct a news clinic | rates. In announcing the setup, 
during the convention. 'Commander Mortimer Loewi, exec 

a: . .., assistant to DuMont prexy Dr. 

Allentown, Pa. — WHOL, CBS ajien B. DuMont, pointed out that 
ne ge th : po ag Pg pour the station was currently transmit- 
bt ee Geeniien lg Pi ting a test pattern throughout the 
towers. Lewis Windmuller, presi- | 44Y- Only added programming ex- 
dent. announces the appointment Perse. consequently, will be for 
of Robert Meeker Associates. Inc., | the studio technicians and talent— 
as exclusive national sales rep. which, under DuMont plans, wiil 

een, | be held to the bare minimum. 

Hereford, Tex.—Marshall Form- Loewi stressed four major ac- 
by, station manager of KPAN.!complishments inherent in full 
new 250-watt outlet here which op- | daytime programming: “(1) it pro- 
erates on 860 kilocycles with 250 vides greater public service; (2) it 
watts daytime, has announced the | offers small advertisers the oppor- 
staff of the outlet. H. W. Blymil- tunity to use television, thus pro- 
ccd poeraty Geumercial, manager viding additional revenue for the 
by. chief announcer; Rea Bowman. | station; (3) it gives television 
chief engineer; Faye Bowman. : : 
script writer; and Mrs. Elmer Pat- | tat television circulation can be 
terson. news editor. | increased more rapidly, and (4) it 
ES 'Should in due course diminish the 

San Antonio—A heavy schedule amount of idle cable across the 
of football news, forecasts and play country and should provide sta- 
by play games have been an- tions affiliated with DuMont with 
nounced by WOAI, Every Tues- increased local revenue.” 











' dealers potent sales ammunition so | 


portant, the charting of standards 
for television (the banning of 
crime features before 9:30 p.m. 
also applies to TV) are all on the 
positive side. 

In. applying the radio standards 
to television, it’s been revealed, for 
example, that the network has al- 
ready rejected a program to plug 
bras; two pre-9:30 mystery shows 
have been nixed: a spot announce- 
ment campaign on behalf of a 
questionable drug has been re- 
jected, and a Negro minstrel show 
was turned down on the grounds 
that it may perpetuate minority 
stereotypes. 

Trammell is not expecting a 
spontaneous demonstration in fa- 
vor of the new code, which is 
scheduled for observance starting 
next Jan. 1. But he’s confident that 
a number will fall in. 


Enns in Cowles Bowout 
Des Moines, Sept. 21. 

H. Theodore (Ted) Enns, Jr.. has 
resigned as national sales manager 
of the Cowles Broadcasting Co.. 
effective Oct. 1, it has been an- 
nounced by Luther L. Hill, exec. 
vice-president of the Cowles radio 
interests and general manager of 
the Des Moines Register and 
Tribune. 

Enns has secured a substantial 
interest in the News-Tribune, daily 
newspaper at Fort Pierce, Fla., pub- 
lished by his uncle, Paul Enns. 

Enns was national sales manager 
for KRNT, Des Moines, WCOP. 
Boston, WOL, Washington and 
WNAX, Yankton, S. D.-Sioux City, 
with headquarters in New York 
City for the past few years. 


WCOP’s Field Work 
Boston, Sept. 21. 
WCOP, Hub Cowles station, is 
teeing off with a field work pro- 
ject for seniors and graduate stu- 
dents of Boston Univ. School of 
‘Public Relations early in October 


NBC's 12-Pronged Reforms 


‘Sun Valley, Sept. 21. 


The following are the 12 specific changes and additions in NBG 
salto detent to strengthen the web’s standards of good taste 


and moral concept: 


1. Crime and mystery programs. 


No series of crime and mys- 


tery programs is broadcast over NBC before 9:30 p.m., Eastern 
time, 8:30 p.m., Central time, and 9 p.m. elsewhere. 


2 New commercial time limitations. 


Commercial copy is lim- 


ited by NBC on the same schedule as that in the code of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, except that NBC adds limitations for 
commercials in odd-time segments to cover such periods on tele- 


vision. 


3. Limitations of commercials in news programs. 


No middle 


commercials are permitted on any NBC news program, regardless 


of length. 


Commercial time limitations on NBC news programs 


are more rigid than the NAB standards. 


4. What constitutes a commercial? 


This section specifies when 


gags, lead-ins, contests, and other program elements become com- 


mercial copy 


5. Simulated spot announcements 


The use of simulated spot 


announcements which are divorced from the program by preced- 
ing the introduction of the program itself, or by following its 
apparent signoff, are to be avoided. To this end the program 


should be announced and clearly 


identified before the use of what 


have been known as “cowcatcher” announcements, and the pro- 


gram should be signed off after- 


—not before——the use of what has 


been known as “hitch-hike”’ announcements. 


6. Reference to products other 


than those of the sponsor. Any 


reference in a program to any product or service under any trade 


name, or language, sufficiently 


descriptive to identify same is, 


except for normal guest identifications, considered as advertising 


copy and, as such, a part of and 
ances as herein provided 


7. Rule governing “warmup” sessions in studios. 


included in the total time allow- 


Before a pro- 


gram, attended by an audience at the point of NBC origination, is 
on the air, material presented to the program’s guests must ¢con- 
form to the same standards applying to the actual broadcast 


8. Listener-participation procedures 
attitude toward so-called “giveaway” programs 


This section details NBC’s 
NBC will accept 


no additional programs of the type questioned by the FCC until 
there has been an opportunity to clarify the questions which were 


raised 


9. Premiums. This section details the regulations governing the 
use of premiums and offers on programs. 

10. This section details the procedure to be followed in fading a 
program for non-compliance with NBC policies 


11. NBC owned and operated stations’ operations. 


All NBC net- 


work program and commercial policies as well as several supple- 
mentary policies, apply to the six radio stations which NBC owns 


and operates. 
12. Television 


Like radio, television enters the home. 


Like the 


motion picture, it adds the impact of sight and motion to sound— 
and mst be governed by the same rules of good taste and decency 
that appiy to radio and motion pictures. Until definitive standards 
for the new broadcast medium are codified, NBC holds that the 


spirit of this manual will govern 


its television service, even where 


the letter of its wording does not apply. 




















Tele Chatter 








New York 


Jerry Danzig, CBS-TV_ senior 
producer since February, named 
associate program director for the 
web. New duties will give him 
broader administrative and overall 


network program planning. Clar- 
ence de Bruyn Schimmel, formerly 
with the CBS shortwave depart- 
ment, and dance director John 
Wray, meanwhile, Joined CBS-TV 
as associate directors ... Columbia 
Univ. scheduled 18 courses in radio 
and television in cooperation with 
NBC for the winter session. Two 
new courses have been added, in- 
cluding one in international radio 
relations, to be taught by NBC 
exec Fred B. Bate, and one in 
audience research techniques, 
which will be handled by NBC 


research director Hugh M. Beville. | 
Bernard Cirlin, chairman of the | 


audience research committee of 
the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences of Los Angeles, ar- 
rived in New York this week to 
study TV research being conducted 


in the east. En route, he visited | 


tele stations in Chicago and plans 
stopoffs in Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington before returning 
to the Coast Lydio O'Leary, 
inventor of the “covermark,” spe- 
cial cosmetic preparation to con- 
ceal birthmarks and = scars, es- 


tablished experimental television | 


makeup department in her labora- 
tory ... Vern Diamond, chairman 
of the American Television Guild’s 
research committee, lectured on 


“Aspects of Television Production,” 


at a Theta Delta Chi luncheon 
yesterday (Tues.) . .. Guy Lebow 
scheduled to do blow-by-blow of 
WPIX’s 39 weeks of boxing from 


Ridgewood Grove starting tomor- | 


row (Thurs.) night. 


Tom Mahoney, CBS-TV produc- | 


tion assistant, married Frances 


Raisch of Staten Island last Satur- | 


day (18) . L. D. Griffith named 
director of tele researeh for Sher- 
man & Marquette ... Tora Ton- 
nissen, fashion flack for Bates 
Fabrics on the NBC-TV “Girl 
About Town” show, was killed in a 
weekend auto crash at Fredericks- 
burg, Va. 
Chicago 


James Carmine, veepee of Philco 
Corp., explained tele merchandis- 
ing techniques to 600 members of 
Chi Federated Advertising Club at 
Morrison Hotel meeting, Thurs. 


ian ... Ted Mills takes over as 
program manager of WNBQ, forth- 
coming NBC video outlet .. . 
WBKB reduces its rates Sept. 22, 
with an hour of class “A” studio 
time, being cut from $800 to $500. 
... Carol Howard, formerly of 
WMAL-TV, Washington, becomes 
program coordinator, WENR-TV... 
Telecasts from National Television 
and Electrical Living Show origi- 
nate from specially constructed 
stage, billed as largest tele stage 
in nation Phil Regan, singer, 
guested with Dorsey Conners Wed. 
(15) over WBN-TV ...WBKB’s 
studio mgr., Bill Ryan, vacationing 
during Sept. WTMJ-TV, Mil- 
waukee’s only video outlet, will 
carry tele shows of three networks, 
NBC, ABC, and CBS 


| ‘Thought Police’ 


—aaa © Ontinued from page 23 




















the “Commission has embarked 
upon a dangerous and mischievous 
line of reasoning” in the Scott de- 
cision, and asserted that it was ‘far 
from satisfied” with the actions of 
FCC. 

The report was promptly an- 
swered by Wayne Coy, FCC chair- 
man, who asserted in a statement 
that (1) the difficulties of the 
broadcasters with the state libel 
laws was not due to the Port Huron 
decision, but rather to Sec. 315 
of the Communications Act, which 
' declares in part that the “licensee 
|shall have no power of censorship 
over the material broadcast” un- 
der the provisions of this section; 
and (2) that the Scott decision 
didn’t mean what some broadcast- 
ers thought—that they were re- 
quired to give atheists opportunity 
to anwswer all religious broadcasts. 

“If the Commission’s concept of 
the operation of American radio in 
the public interest under the Com- 
‘munications Act of 1934 is ques- 
tionable,” said Coy, “then I urge 
that this concept be thoroughly re- 
| Viewed by the appropriate commit- 
| tees of the Congress and thorough- 
ly discussed on the floor of the 
|; {louse of Representatives and the 
| Senate. If that concept is then 
| found to be wrong, then the Com- 
munications Act should be amended 
/SO as to re-define the standard of 
ithe public interest in this regard.” 
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NBC Would Pay Only One Music Fee 
For Tele on Filming, Sync Rights 


Justice Vincent L. Leibell’s re-+¢ 





eent New York federal court de- 
cision, which outlawed collection 
of fees for both synchronization 
and performing rights for the use 
of copyrighted music in commer- 
cial films, is making itself felt in 
other fields. NBC, for example, 
which ultimately intends large- 
scale manufacturing of its own 
films for television use, has advised 
music industry people that it ex- 
pects to pay only one fee for both 
filming and exhibition rights. 

Meanwhile, NBC is turning its| 
attention to the reproduction, via 
film, of current video programs 
which use copyrighted music. 
Though the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers has given tele interest a free 
license ($1 a year) to use its ma- 
terial during experimental periods, 
the grant does not give NBC or 
any other televisor the right to re- 
cord the music for rebroadcast. 
NBC has asked music publishers 
for such a right. Net points out 
that by being able to reproduce, 
via film, video shows now pro- 
grammed by its N. Y. flagship 
transmitter, for rebroadcasting by 
other stations throughout the coun- 
try, tele will grow that much 
faster, and the financial return to 
publishers from video will come 
sooner. 

NBC has already secured the 
consent of the Warner Bros. music 
combine, and several other pubs, 
to record music involved in orig- 
inal programs, for rebroadcast, 
And this week Harry Fox, agent 
and trustee for music publishers 
in synchronization and mechanical 
rights matters, will circularize his 
members on their attitude toward 
allowing the use of their music. 
NBC seeks a free license up to 
Dec. 31, this year, as it drew from 
WB, or an indefinite agreement 
cancellable on 60 or 60 days’ notice. 


Not all of the companies that 
Fox fronts for in such matters. are 
free to give NBC what they want. | 
DuMont, for example, last week | 
was forced to drop the scheduled | 
reshowing on WGN, Chicago, of a} 
filmed version of its Sunday eve-| 
ning “Original Amateur Hour.” 
Due to the general confusion that) 
surrounds the various kinds of 
rights to songs, DuMont employees 
mistakingly went ahead and re- 
corded the Sept. 22 show for re- 
broadcast in Chicago Sept. 29 with- 
out close checking. Included in 
the program was a performance of 
the song, “It’s a Most Unusual 
Day,” owned by Robbins Music. 
Firm is a Loew's subsidiary and 
the latter, because of its film in- 
terests, is reserving the television 
rights to all songs 


In the future, DuMont expects 
to give Fox a full two weeks’ 
clearance notice on all tunes it 
uses on its shows to avoid the pos- 
sibility of such confliction. 


DINAH SHORE DOES 
4 COL. SIDES IN PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 21. 

Dinah Shore recorded for Co- 
lumbia Records here last week, 
making four complete sides in 
Paris, using French musicians to 
provide background. The _ back- 
grounds to two others assertedly 
were made here also, to which the 
singer will fit lyrics in the U. S. 
She returns to America tomorrow 
(Wed.) by plane. 


Miss Shore was in London play- 
ing the Palladium theatre. She 
left the U. S. several weeks ago 
with a group of tunes originally 
scheduled to be cut in London, but 
the British Musicians ban against 
its members assisting U. S. disk 
names in making complete records, 
or in making musical backgrounds | 
for U. S. use, went into effect al- 
most at the same time she went to 
England. 

Six numbers recorded are “If It 
Weren't For the Irish” (two-sided), 
“Star of Bethlehem,” “Say It Every 
Day,” “Blue Bird of Happiness” 
and “Far Away Places.” Last 
two remain to be completed in 
America. 

















Seattle Symph As Inc. 
Seattle, Sept. 21. 
New musicians’ cooperative or- 
chestra here has incorporated un- | 
der the name of the Washington 
Symphony League. \ 


Music Men Now Want In 


Some of the music publish- 
ers no longer think television 
is “experimental” and want to 
know something more specific 
about license fees. It was cli- 
maxed by a request for clear- 
ance to Feist on its copyright. 
“Three O’Clock in the Morn- 
ing,” an old Selznick film. The 
same week an old Hal Roach 
comedy, with three Robbins 
Music tunes had to be cleared, 
and this dramatized to Metro, 
which owns the Robbins-Feist- 
Miller Music companies, that 
certainly Selznick and Roach 
must be getting paid for the 
TV rights, so why not they for 
the music clearances. 

Metro is the biggest holdout 
on television rights, having re- 
fused to give the American 
Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers a blanket con- 
tract. Hence all clearances 
must be made individually. 

The other music men are 
coming around to Metro’s way 
of thinking, pointing to the 
$5,000 and $10,000 vaudeo 
package shows, and “certainly 
there’s nothing experimental 
when it comes to that kind of 
money,” as one executive put 
it. 


$B Brings Song 
Claim to ASCAP © 
In BMI Mixup 


Shapiro-Bernstein, publisher of 
“You Were Only Fooling,” has 
notified the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers and requested it to advise 
Broadcast Music, Inc., that the lat- 
ter has no claim to any part of 
the performing rights of the song. 
S-B asserts that the tune had never 
been placed with the Blue Barron 
Music Publishing Co., a BMI af- 
filiate, and that the writers of the 
song, Larry Fotine, Fred Meadows | 
and Billy Faber, had originally 
stipulated when they turned the 
tune over to Barron that it was to 
be placed with an ASCAP pub- 
lisher and no other. 

Mixup over the song appears to 
have been based on the following | 
situation: writers took the tune to 
Barron when they first wrote it; 
he liked it and wanted to play the | 
melody. First airing of it, for want | 
of a publisher-connection to clear 
it with broadcasters, was scheduled 
through Blue Barron Music, a BMI 
firm. Before it went on the air, 
however, an official of the net- 
work on which the song was to 
have been piayed refused it on, 
the grounds that the tune was too | 
close to an existing ASCAP metl- | 
ody, and to clear it through a BMI 
firm would be inviting infringe- 
ment trouble. It was withdrawn 
from the program. But BMI, which 
had received the clearance, was 
never advised of its withdrawal | 
and continued to believe the song | 
was part of the Barron catalog. 

Later, the song was cleared 
through Charles Music, ASCAP 
firm, operated by Jack Osfeld, 
whose principal publishing interest 
was Stevens Music, a BMI affiliate. 
After only a couple broadcasts, 
Barron withdrew the tune entirely 
from the air to await the comple- 
tion of a recording contract. A 
tieup was later effected with M-G- 
M Records, and he cut the tune 
just before the Jan. 1 disk ban. 
Not wishing that other disk com- 
panies should have the song, Bar- 
ron withheld it from publication 
until after Jan. 1 and then turned 
it over to S-B. 

Due to that one unplayed clear- 








| ance of the song through Blue Bar- 


ron Music, BMI last week laid 
claim to non-exclusive performing 
rights to the tune. 





Harry Roy Disbanding 
London. Sept. 21. 


British name mae- 
orchestra 


Harry Roy, 
stro. is disbanding his 
at the end of the month. 

He heads for the U.S. to study 
danceband trends and to spend a 
delayed honeymoon trip with his 
new 


| months. 


bride. , 


Burton Back in School 


Bob Burton, v.p in charge of 
publisher relations for Broadcast 
Music, picks up his teacher’s wand 
at City College of New York for 
the fourth straight year tomorrow 
(Thursday) evening. 

Course he conducts is 
“Copyright and Business 
tices,” relative to all phases of the 
entertainment industry. 


Plugsers May 
Ask Pension 
Fund in Pact 


Music Publishers 
ployees union 
tablishment of a pension fund for 


titled 





Contact Em- 


its members as part of a new con- | 


tract to be negotiated with music 
publishers during the next three 
This and other ideas to 
incorporate in a new deal were 
discussed by the MPCE council in 
N. Y. 
cided that a new pact would be 
requested. Current agreement be- 
tween the two factions expires Dec. 
31, and its terms call for it 
to be autcmatically extended un- 
less either party gives written no- 
tice of renegotiation § intentions 
within 90 days prior to the expira- 
tion date. 
Preliminary 


plans concerning 


the pension fund call for publisher- | 


employers of MPCE men to con- 
tribute equally with the MPCE to 
build an account that will take 
care of needy cases. MPCE at the 
moment is said to have had in- 
surance coripany men developing a 
workable idea. 

In addition, the MPCE plans to 
try to do something about the 
payola situation. It will ask that 
pubs agree to putting teeth into 
clauses eight and nine of the cur- 
rent agreement, which refer to 
payolas, or toss both out entirely. 
One of the ideas presented would 
forbid the Accurate Reporting 
Service from logging the tunes 
played by a bandleader or radio 
program whose demands for pay- 
ments for plugs became too rough. 
By eliminating such performances 


from the logging sheets, the effect | 


of demanded payments could be 
minimized. 

Third important point decided 
upon by the MPCE in reference 
to a new contract is its insistefice 
on a stronger voice in events that 
involve MPCE members. This 
covers a lot of territory, but no 
specific iiems at the moment. A 
meeting will be arranged soon, 
probably with Walter Douglas, 


chairman of the Music Publishers | 


Protective Assn. 


Royalty Test Suit 
Involves SPA Pact 


A unique suit calling for the 





return of a copyright for the fail- | 


ure of a publisher to pay royalties, 
as per terms of the Songwriters 
Protective Assn. contract, has been 
filed in N. Y. federal court. Action 


is in behalf of Jay Milton, writer 


of “Don't Forget Tonight Tomor- 
row,” 
being pressed by attorney Lee 
Eastman. 

Though there have been court 


_actions before which sought the 


surrender of copyright, on a 


'breach-of-contract basis due to the 


withholding of royalties, as far as 


is known Eastman’s action is the | 


first SPA pact to be tested in 
court. Actually, the suit 1s based on 
the SPA contract devised for use 
between publishers and writers in 
1939, but essentially the same 
terms are included in the new 
SPA blank, put into use several 
months ago. 

Terms on which Eastman bases 
his case are in Paragraph 11 of 
the ’°39 SPA blank. In the current 
contract the terms are spotted dif- 
ferently but have the same effect. 
In the event the suit was to be 
successful it would set a precedent 
in writer-publisher dealings. 


Prac- | 


may ask the es- | 


last week, when it was de- | 


against Barton Music, and is | 











New Phone Number 

VARIETY'’S new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phone 
number appiies until Oct. 3. 


Petrillo’s Ist ‘Disk 





Solution Plan’ 


Unenthusiastically Rec d by Mfrs. 


+ 





} 


_Acres of Questions, Too 
Leeds Music and disk 
jockeys to whom it shipped 
promotional material in behalf 
of the song, “160 Acres,” are 
in a bit of a jam as a result. 
Arnold Shaw, Leeds p.a., had a 
field day with the exploitation 
of the tune, one angle involv- 





ing the mailing to jocks of 
“deeds” to “160 Acres’. An- 
other piece, which tells the 


story of the song, and designed 
for jockeys to read on the air 
preceding the playing oc re- 
cordings, is the one that start- 
ed the trouble, however. 
Starting out with the line, 
“This is 1 song about a dream 
and about a law,” it traces the 
surge into the west for free 
land up to the homesteading 
activities of World War H 
vets. It ends with “160 acres 
in the valley are waiting for 


200,000 Americans with the 
' nerve and the know-how. 
That’s really something to 


sing about.”” Many jocks read- 
ing that line on the air prompt- 
ly found themselves on the 
wrong end of demanding ques- 
tions as to where those 160 
| free acres voufd be had and 
| how to go about grabbing 
| 


them. 








Offer 407, Cash, 
Rest ‘As Earned 
In Barton Solution 


| Ben Barton is still trying to un- 
|tangle the affairs of his Barton 
| Music Co., which has been inactive 
| because of unpaid debts since late 
last December. Barton has now 
offered preferred creditors. con- 
|sisting only of songwriters due 
| royalties, a 100% settlement—40% 
in cash and the rest “as it is 
earned.’ To general creditors he 
offers a flat 30c. on the dollar, one- 
half in cash and the remainder 
“as it is earned.” 


Whether this plan will be ac- 
ceptable to those to whom Barton 
owes some $98,000 (‘total debt 
, Originally was approximately $82,- 
,000, but has risen due to interim 
| income, part of which must go out 
/in royalties) is as yet unknown for 
e reason that it has not yet been 
| given them. It was devised only 
i late last week after Barton’s meet- 
| ing with attorneys. 
| Another angle of the settlement 
is that all stock in the company 
'will be held in escrow until its 
debts are fully liquidated. Barton 
| agrees to operate the firm at a 
| Salary of $75 weekly, plus normal 
expenses, until it is financially on 
its feet. The deal offered Tommy 
| Valando several weeks ago fell 
| through, incidentally. This called 
for Valando to assume 51% of the 
stock and operate it for the cred- 
itors and Barton. However, Bar- 
ton and his partners wanted Va- 
lando to kick in an undisclosed 
‘amount of cash for the controlling 
interest. He refused. 
| Barton has $18,000 coming in 
mechanical royalties from Harry 
Fox, pub trustee; $20,000 accrued 
_ from the sale of office furnishings 
and the iease to his N. Y. offices 
(which Valando took over some 


} 
| 
| 


time ago), plus some $7,000 from | 


_ other sources. In all probability 
it is this money that will be used 
to partially pay creditors and al- 


low the firm’ to be reactivated as* 


| a means of earning the remainder. 
Some $56,000 of the total indebted- 
ness, incidentally, is owed to song- 


writers, the most to Johnny Farrow | 


and Marty Symes, writers of the 
“I Have But One Heart” hit of last 
year. 





Split Up 20th’s Score 

“When My Baby Smiles at Me” 
score, to be exploited by Bregman- 
Vocco-Conn via publishing agree- 
ment with 20th-Fox, the film's pro- 
ducer, will be split up. 

BVC will work on “By the Way,” 
while’ Triangle. a subsidiary firm 
headed by Mickey Garloch, will 
‘promote “What Did I Do.” 


+ Attorneys and executives of the 


major record manufacturing com- 
| panies have as yet developed no 
'reaction-to the first setilement 
plan offered officially by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians last 
week. Most of the companies did 
not receive the text of the AFM’s 
idea, sent by registered mail, until 
Friday (17) and immediately went 
into huddles with attorneys and/or 
perused the blueprint privately 
over the weekend. Meetings of in- 
dividual execs with company at- 
torneys will be culminated, per- 
|haps later this week, in an in- 
dustry committee meeting with all 
attorneys involved. 

| There is one thing certain; re- 
|gardless of the reaction of manu- 
|facturers’ attorneys to the plan, 
|Government men will have the 
| final say as to its legality in rela- 
|tion to the Taft-Hartley law. And 
though their thoughts are definite- 
‘ly not official, a few recording ex- 
lecutives have expressed the opin- 
‘ion, after a comparatively brief 
‘look at the plan, that it is an 
‘adaptation of the Guaranty Trust 
|Co. idea vhich Milton Diamond, 
|AFM attorney, and James C. Pe- 
|trillo, AFM prez, discussed with 
|recording men several weeks back 
| and which the Government assert- 
{ed was in violation of the T-H act. 
|On the other hand, John W. Davis, 
attorney for Guaranty Trust, in- 
| sists that the rejected plan was le- 
| gal-in the light of the T-H act. 

i ‘Trustee’ 

| Petrillo’s plan calls for a “‘trus- 
|'tee” to have custody of and ad- 
|minister the disbursement of the 
fund created by the royalties which 
recording companies have been 
| paying to the AFM for each re- 
|eording sold by them. This fund 
lis outlawed by the T-H—unless the 
}involved union is willing to subject 
| the disbursement of coin to a panel 
|of impartial union and record com- 
|pany men. The word “trustee” in 
| Petrillo’s first offer has been con- 
|strued so far by many to mean 
just an individual; it is the reac- 
|tion of some record men that the 
| complete wordage of the phrase in 
the text implies that “trustee” 
|could mean an individual, a group 
lor a corporate setup similar to 
that suggested in the Title Guaran- 
ty idea. 

There’s no question but that the 
|; recording men as a group are 
| willing to settle the nine-month-old 
| disk ban. Petrillo is anxious to do 
so. But individuals among the disk 
executives feel differently. They 
have been getting recordings from 
overseas, s pplemented by masters 
made in this country, both with 
vocal backgrounds and with musi- 
cal backgrounds waxed with AFM 
| members in defiance of the union. 
|They’re not in great shape, but 
| they are getting along and there’s 
, an inclination toward fighting Pe- 
|trillo to the finish once and for 
| all. The phrase used by one— 
|‘‘the ban will be lifted but the 
| Saalady lingers on’’—explains the 
attitude. 

The manufacturers have gone, 
|thus far, into their second major 
|}encounter with Petrillo in five 
| years, and some are inclined to 
continue. That’s not the feeling of 
the majority, however. 


802 RESKEDS SNARLED 
MEET FOR SEPT. 27 


Executives of New York Local 
802 of the American Federation of 
Musicians have rescheduled their 
,annual bylaws meeting for next 
Monday (27). Original meet, Sept. 
13, was cancelled when President 
Richard McCann and his executives 
stalked out and refused to continue 
when hecklers representing rival 
parties in the forthcoming (Dec. 2) 
,elections made attempts to con- 
duct an orderly meeting impos- 
sible. 

Apparently it was the intention 
of Local 802 executives to pass 
upon the proffered resolutions to 
the bylaws themselves, under an- 
other bylaw which states that when 
a quorum isn’t present at meetings, 
matters up for decision automatic- 
ally become the problems of the 
local’s administrators. It was point- 
ed out to the reigning Blues, how- 
ever, that since the broken-up meet- 
ing had been attended by more than 
500 members, the quorum figure, 
they could not settle the issues 
themselves. Hence the new meet- 
iing date. 
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ick Haymes 
aa of Roses” (Decca). Both songs 


are and have 


gives both pop interpretation that 
should make them outstanding in 
that field also. He has never sung 
better and, despite all the talk 
about Decca and other companies 
cutting with musical backgrounds, 
these are done with the Trouba- 
dors, nine-voice group. They are 
excellent and figure prominently 
in the fine performance by Haymes 
Kither side will be used consis- 
tently by jocks and jukes, and re- 
tail sales figure to be big. 
Margaret Whiting “What Did I 
Do”’-“Heat Wave” (Capitol). If 
“What.” from 20th’s “When My 
Baby Smiles At Me,” doesn't hit 
the jackpot it won’t be from a 
lack of recorded promotion. Miss 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 


By Bernie Woods 


“Anytime’’-‘‘Bou- , is the best thing he’s done in many 


been ‘country-music | midwestern jukes, and the reverse, 
hits for some time, and Haymes | “Let’s Get Married,” could start 


|sell’s heity 
| Jangle Jingle” .. 


| Faddle”’ 
| both wear 


Whiting’s version is not quite the | 


equal of Helen Forrest's M-G-M 


disking, but is a lush job, and due | 


to Capitol’s wider distribution will 
in all probability get more aiten- 
tion. Given sharp 
Frank DeVol’s orchestra, the singer 
does a jock and juke trick with it. 
Even better, however, is the up- 
tempo wrapping on “Heat Wave.” 
It’s a side that jocks will spin 
again and again, and the lively 
dance beat will provide extra mile- 
age for jukes when the pop fades. 
Frank DeVol again runs the sup- 
port. 

Doris Day ‘Pretty Baby’’-‘‘Just 
Imagine” (Columbia). Doris Day 
hurdled the barrier with her “It’s 
Magic” and “Love Somebody” 
(with Buddy Clark), and the “Baby” 
side should forfend any possibility 
of her losing the ground gained. 
She has developed into a mature, 
provacative singer who imparts 
things to the tune that the writers 
must have intended, but which few 
performers of it appreciate. Jocks 


should find it big; jukes, too. On 
the reverse, Miss Day turns to 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson's 


“Just Imagine” and gives the bal- 
lai a going-over that’s equal in 
its way to the top side. George 
Siravo intelligently backs both. 
Bob Matthews “Caravan” - 
“Azure” (M-G-M). It isn’t likely 
Matthews’ versions of “Caravan” 
and “Azure” will excite jukes, but 
disk jocks who pass them up will 
be missing a rare bet, particularly 
the first face. His subtle vocal ap- 
proach to the lyric, spiced with 
excellent underpinning by Buzz 
Adlam, polishes the rather difficult 
lyric to a high shine. ‘‘Azure” is 


heels in effect. Both are different, 
therefore valuable to jocks. 
Connee Boswell “Underneath the 


assistance by | 


_ which 


Musicomedy Pit — 








moons. It'll tickle the palate of 


something, too . . . Rhumba fiends 


will find Irving Fields’ (Victor) 





“Paul 
Mujer” 


Jones Rumba” and “Linda 


neat faces ... Capitol’s 


“Amor” and “Besame 


Mucho,” and Tex Ritter’s “Jingle 


| latest reissues include Andy Rus- | 


. Mercury is a 
bit off the time beam with ‘Fiddle 
and “Jazz Legato,” but 
well . . Ditto Arthur 
Smith’s M-G-M faces of “Raindrop 
Polka” and “Cubanola Glide.” 


} 
| 
} 





| 


Arrangements For 
Commercial Use: 


An innovation in 
pit orchestration, 
keved to 


musicomedy 
deliberately | 
the better radio and/| 
other top bands, will be sparked 
by the Jimmy McHugh - Harold 
Adamson score, “As the Girls Go,” | 
Mike Todd is producing. | 
The theory is for the McHugh, | 
Adamson & Blondell (Joan) Music | 
Corp. ‘Sam Fox subsid) to publish 
the Ted Royal arrangements, just | 
as they are performed in the pit. | 
and try to have the dance and 
radio band do them just that way. | 

It thus insures a topflight musi- | 
comedy set of arrangements for 
average performance, usable in 
smaller degree where necessary. | 
For the Winter Garden (N.Y.) pit, | 
maestro Max Meth will baton 28 | 


men. ] 


It's McHugh’s idea. The com- 
poser couldn't see why special ar- 
rangements had to be remade 
from a deluxe set of production 
arrangements, where it was all set 
and ready to be performed as a 
big number on radio programs and 


| the like. 


Escort Service A la Carte 


Frank Dailey added a new 
wrinkle to the operation of his Mea- 


| dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., when 


Arches”-It's All My Fault” (Col-| 
umbia). When “Arches” hit the | 
spot with the pubiic, Columbia 


found itself with a version done 
some time ago by Miss. Boswell. 


| 
| 


-a +. | it reopened 
slow ‘lose on the top-side’s | : 
er and close o Lawrence's orchestra. 


ploving a crew of young girls who | 


with Eliiot 
He is em- 


recently 


escort patrons to assigned tables. 
In addition, the spot is ysing 
femme waitresses exclusively as 
against the former mixed policy. 

Idea of using lookers to estab- 
lish an impression on patrons be- 


Hers is a ballad approach in con-|tween portal and table may not 


trast to the other recordings, and 
it’s different and desirable. It 
figures to get jock and juke plavs. 
Reverse, also from 


melody isn’t there. 

Vic Damone-Patti Page “Say 
Something Sweet To Your Sweet- 
heart’’-“Isn’t It Romantic” (Mer- 
cury). Miss Page and 


| have 


been inaugurated by the 
Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador ho- 


‘tel, Los Angeles, but it has been 


Columbia's | 
backlog, is nicely done but the | 


| 


Damone | 


wrapup the first, a simple and sat- | 
isfying melody, in a cute duet and | 
make of it a juke and jock issue. | 


How much those corny interpola- | 


tions are helping the tune is any- 
body’s guess, but they're all there 
the overall effect being good. 

Isn't It Romantic” is also nicely 
done by the pair. It doesn’t, how- 
ever, carry much punch. 

Carmen Miranda-Andrews Sis- 
ters “Cuanto La Gusta”-The Mat- 
ador” (Decca). Decca and the 
Miranda - Andrews combination 
rolled a good point with the 

Gusta” side. Lively and_ spark- 


ling, it seems a cinch for the higher | 


reaches. Flipover is well done, but 
it seems never to end and by that 
time has palled plenty. Vic Schoen 
boosts both with smartly worked 
backgrounds. 


Art Lund “On a Slow Boat To | 


China”-“By the Way” (M-G-M). 
Art Lund is not always potent, he 


requires a certain type of song that | 


lends itself to beat. 
“Slow Boat.” 


He has it in 


| 
Backed by a Benny | 


Goodman-type beat he hangs a/| 
Juke and jock drape on the new | 


pop and in it the song sounds good. 
He does well, too, with the reverse, 
a tune from 20th’s “‘When My Baby 
Smiles At Me,” a ballad with pos- 
sibilities. It’s simple and saleable. 


Platter Pointers 


Benny Goodman sounds like the 
B.G. of old on “Slow Boat to 


China” and “I Hate To Lose You” 
(Capitol) except for over-riding 
. Art Kassel’s “160 Acres” 


brass .. 


used there for some time. 


esi aceasta | 


Tops of the Tops | 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tree In the Meadow” 





British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 


Robbins Setting 
More Pub Subsids 


Jack Robbins is going on a music 
publishing spree by setting up sub- 
sidiaries with Nacio Herb Brown, 
the tunesmith; bandleader Carmen 
Cavallero; and Victor Young, the 
music arranger - composer. These 
will be a la the (Heitor) Villa- | 
Lobos Music Corp. (‘“Magdalena”’), | 
which has that Brazilian composer 
partnered with Robbins. Each sub- | 
sid will bear ‘he principal’s name, 
excepting that Brown’s outfit will 
be called Nacio Publications. 





_— 





Still another J. J. Robbins & 
Sons, Ine. subsid wiil be the Wil- | 
liam Friml-John Latouche firm, 


publishing their tunes to “Happy 
Dollar,” which actor James Dunn 
will produce. Friml is Rudolf’s son. 
Another boy, Rudolf Friml, Jr. is 
better known as a bandleader but 
William is favorably regarded by 
the vet composer to follow in his 
footsteps. 


Burke-Van H. to Do 


Crosby Par Score In 
Senarate Film Deal 


Burke 
will 





Johnny and Jimmy Van 
Heusen contribute new pop 
tunes to the score of Paramount’s 
Bing Crosby-Barry Fitzgerald film, 


“Diamond in a Haystack,” under a 


unique deal. Burke-Van Heusen 
are under contract to Par for a 
couple more vears of a five-year 


contract. under which they are ob- 
ligated to provide seven Crosby 
scores. But the “Haystack” agree- 
ment is an “outside” one: it’s not 
part of their term deal and will be 
paid for separately. 

It all started when Par decided 
to use as many standards in the 
film as possible. Crosby insisted 
that some new tunes be injected. 
however. Par naturally turned to 
Burke-VH to do them, but why the 
studio insisted that whatever they 
write be looked upon as extra work 
separate and apart from their term , 
deal is a mystery. Pair are to get! 
$15,000 a tune and are to do only | 
two. Latter may be the cause of 
the unusual arrangement since 


, their term deal with Par calls for 


$60,000 a score. 


| anxiety 


Small Labels As Testing Ground 
Held Big Aid By Music Pubs 





Thornhill’s Reorg 
To Start in October 


Claude Thornhill expects to be- 
gin the reorganization of his 
orchestra next month. Leader has 


|been in Hawaii since early in the 


summer, resting, rewriting and 
adding to his library of arrange- 
ments. 

Reformed: band will match in 


size the one he broke up. Lamp- 
lighters, vocal group formerly with 
Ray McKinley, may join the band. 


No Preparations 
By Music Biz for 
Ending of Ban 


Music publishers, songwriters 
and artists are as yet making no 
moves toward a “get ready” atti- 
tude against the possibility the re- 





are flying continually to the effect 
that the plan offered by the Amer- 


/ican Federation of Musicians to the 
diskers last week is completely ac- | 


ceptable and awaits only formal 
signing. Monday (20) reports had 
it that the signing would be today 
(Wednesday). 


However, regardless of their 
to see the platter fight 
eased (musie publishers, as usual, 
have been in the middle since its 
start), there is no unusual activity. 
Pubs have been picking up likely 
material here and there since the 
start of the ban and most have 
fair-sized stocks ready to go. Song- 


writers, on the other hand, have 
not done much during the _ ban. 
Publishers have had _ relatively 


little incentive for listening to new 
songs, and as a result writers have 
had little incentive to put thoughts 
on paper. 

At the moment there is only one 
certain effect on publishers and 
songwriters in the event the ban 
ends within a short time A great 
deal of the unreleased material re- 
corded in vast quantity by the 
manufacturers before last Jan. 1 
will become a total loss. Not only 
because much of it was accepted 
and recorded for the lack of some- 
thing better. Public taste in songs 
has changed since the effect of the 
ban. 





Clyde Burke, former’ vocalist 
with Blue Barron, has formed his 
own orchestra, now in rehearsal in 
New York. It’s a sweet-stvled out- 
fit. 
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_ LARTET® I) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines “et sf Ser. 18 


3 1. TREE IN MEADOW (7) (Shapiro-B) ..............cecceeees Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
3 2. 12th STREET RAG (5S) (Shapire-B) . ....cccsccsescccsccccess Pee Wee Hunt. ~....... Capitol 
+ ” - { Dick Haymes ........ Decca 
; SB, FER Meee UES) CUR ok & oo eee bicnes Het dss seas ) Doris Day Columbia 
+ 4. HAIR OF GOLD (5) (Mellin) ..... Tere CTT eT Tee ee ee Harmonicats .. Universal 
z § Jon & Sondra Steele.... Damon 
~ 5. MY HAPPINESS (18) (Blasco) ............-++eseeeees 150 Si’ Pies ........ Capitol 
; 6. MAVEE FOU LiL BE Tiss (7) VE) .... 0. oscccencdiceasion Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 
7, LONG WAY FROM ST. LOUIS (18) Gewel) .......scceeces Ray McKinley ......... Victor 
8. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (11) (Mayfair) ........ Al Trace -seeeee. Regent 
9. LOVE SOMEBODY (13). (Rramer-W.) ............c0cecvcees D. Day-B. Clark .... ..Colwmbia 
. ™ — {Primo Scala. .......5- London 
10. UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES (1) (Robbins) .............. | Aadvews Mintess .. Renee 
Coming Up 
+ | Perry COMO. «55.60% Victor 
+ RAMBLING ROSE I ads anaes hv. 5E Sah S ee ea Sony Pastor... +isés Ciniemnhian + 
rt AH BUT IT HAPPENS (Bourne) ....ccccccccccsccccccvcvvvceees Frankie Laine........ Mercury 
> COT, WATER CAMGCICME). 65 i. 6 oe ies. hase sawr cervervees Vaughn Monroe... Victor 
z BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) ........ bbe heewes ¥ Art Mooney .......... M-G-M ; 
ae 2 oe { Dick Haymes Decca , 
3 EVERY DAY I CAV Bere) CHROTORE) 5. inc chose 600580 sb6e eben ) Jo Stafford ’ Capitol + 
ee ee inca s ccc pehee seeks semen ere ais Gordon Jenkins.... Decca ¢ 
; DARKTOWN STRUTTERS’ BALL (Feist) ........cceesecscccees Dale-Haines ........ Signature 2 
S Bes SOM, BUM Geevbew) ........ «5. isecacccnsedecenecenses Louis Jordan ....... Decca 
3 MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual) — .. cece cee ec cee eeeeeee Vaughn Monroe Victor 
z LITTLE GIRL (Leeds) sro hesnnescnssecseeasesneesshesewers King Cole TTT TS sre 
+ YOU WERE ONLY FOOLING (Shapiro-B) .§ ©... eee eee eeeee me, Peers M-G-M 
z WALKIN’ WITH MY SHADOW (Jehnstene-Montei) ............. Four ‘Knights .......... Decca 
5 4 ne ee ere a ae ee SS Pe ee Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
UNTIL (Dorsey) ......----->-: ; 
; BUTTONS AND BOWS (Famous) PevereTe re te ree Dinah Shore Columbia 
; [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) 


FPS HHH FH HHFGHG$4$ 44444444444 


+ 
~ f 


| 


| 
| 


Ever since the wartime demands 
for recordings brought about the 
launching of dozens of independent 
recording companies, there has 
been controversy over them among 
music publishers. Some were all 


|for them, on the theory that as a 
| group they established competitive 
| conditions; others disagreed, some 


violently, with the indies, pointing 
out that tl > majority were head- 


| aches that constantly sought lower 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


royalty rates, and even then didn’t 
pay off. 

Now that the record ban shows 
more promise of settlement, many 
pubs who formerly were strong 
against the small labels are very 
happy that the ban didn’t knock 
many off, as it figured to do. These 
small companies have helped the 
music business immeasurably since 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians ban went into effect Jan. 1, 
by digging up unexpected hit songs, 
some of which already were owned 


| by major publishers or bought by 


} 





them when the tunes showed 
promise. And in many instances 
these leftfield hits meant the dif- 
ference between a losing and profit- 
able operation. Considering that 


‘it costs $30,000 a month and more 


ito operate 
| cording ban will be eased. Rumors | 


major firms, it can 
easily be understood that a half- 
dozen hitless months can be very 


| costly to even the most established 


| 
' 
j 
| 
| 





} 
| 
| 


| year. 
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| 


publishers. 

Frankly, a number of the pub- 
lishers who hoped the indies would 
be killed off by the ban, hope they 
continue indefinitely. They see in 
these labels a testing ground for 
songs that the majors won't or can’t 
touch even after disking is re- 
sumed. It’s true that the majors 
in all probability won’t be so in- 
clined to fluff off “corny” material 
after Petrillo lifts his ban, because 
of what’s happened during the past 
eight months, but there’s a limit 
to the number of songs any one 
company can assign. That is where 
the indies will come in, say some 
pubs. The small companies must 
of necessity use material that the 
majors do not, since the former 
cannot compete with the latter’s 
name artists. And that’s where 
they have been and will continue 
to be valuable, these pubs add. 
They'll be willing testing grounds 
for tunes. If any become hits the 
majors will be forced to do them. 
If not, little is lost. 

While publishers do not lean 
toward letting the indies get away 
with short and missing royalty 
statements, they point out that 
these evils are more than made up 
for the unexpected hits they gen- 
erate. 





‘Mercury to Release 8 


Done by Howard Before 
Ban for Majestic Records 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Mercury Records may release 
Eddy Howard recordings 
made before the disk ban’s effect 
last Jan. 1 for Majestic Records. 
Mercury’s head, Irving Green, 
has started a deal with the referee 
in Majestic’s receivership case, via 
which eight sides may be leased to 
the group for pressing and release 
by Mercury. Mercury is awaiting 
the referee’s decision. 

Howard for some time has sought 
to close a deal with Majestic’s re- 
ceivers, to either buy or lease 
some of his masters. Before Jan. 1 
he canned a considerable number 
of plug songs for the legally 
troubled label. and many of them 
have never been released. Since 
they were plug songs that have 
come and gone, a fair portion of 


| them will never again be useful. 
. | Howard was Majestie’s top sales- 


' 


man and he naturally was assigned 
most of the best tunes. This in 
itself created a problem earlier this 
Since most of the songs were 
from different publishers, it often 
meant that Majestic should have 
had from four to six Howard-Ma- 
jestic disks on the market at once. 


| it wasn't easily done and in the 


confusion the lost a lot 
of sales. 
Songs Howard and Mercury are 


seeking for release are his versions 


maestro 


; of “Bella Bella Marie,” “Put Your 
| Arms Around Me, Honey,” “Blue 
-| Tail 


Fly,” “Don't Teii Her What 
Happened to Me,” “Senorita,” 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” “Good- 


| bye Girls, I'm Through” and “Just 
REFEREES EFEFFFS FES EEFEEFEF EEE ES FHHOHHHIEFESSOTHOOTSOOGEEHEGEHOHCGGGe | Like a Kid.” 
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P } li i | 
rice Wranglin RETA D K BE T E ER Purtive VISsking 
In New England —— 7 > a eee ae Gets Coast 0.0 | 
ARI , 8 | eis | . 
Survey of retail disk bes ‘ Tule} s Wy . ‘ 
Boston, Sept. 21. selene ee aes te z | ui a 318 Phil Fis ware yee “yg 
New England ballroom business. seach Peansinagy Bic Aton, oo i i Sisi@ig vo . os uil Fischer, radio and disk rep 
; tained from leading stores tn sr S| | | ¢ {ft > of Musicians’ Local 47 her. is di 
which years ago was the most ve o a2laic eibligialzit : conga Abr thd 
7. , + ‘ 12 cities. and showing coin- m= | & BeQb Be 2s ce £2 25 Wee. recting an intensive drive agai 
lucrative of any section in. the sarative sales rating for this is eiw~ i PL BITS TOA l RY S| 0 : aj ni eee 
country, fell off this summer with a? last eel od of a |» a, o\/ci Vv) o 1 | = r recording ~oegy *iggoe being held 
the exception of a few operations, aan ° 21s | = | & © i= | = .|8 g 2 | ai A rather widely oe Violation of the 
to the point where operators are si'@lels;/A] | | gi vi £i0/|& . |b ban on all biscuiting. Drive went 
fighting among themselves. Per-| se = 5 = | | | eS |B 75) o | | : into high gear ater Fischer per- 
haps the strongest beef among on W k E d 1iBig | slal2|/ely £ 2/3) ee sonally pounced on seven 47 mem- 
them is directed against such spots National ee n ing iz. 7 po | = | = S| = i ~ 3 A oO bers in a recording studio at Qual- 
as the Totem Pole ballroom. Au Rating S : 18 |e] 6 t ” feels) | |g | lai it itv Pictures, on Santa Monica Blvd 
iedots ‘Wines: Canshie take ep . | > | we | = | 6 & % | 8 @ = e © = N Studio was one used by Continental 
and the King Phillip spot at This Last Ewe @e E | aig wn o * & a E I Records, before James C. Petrillo 
Wrentham Mass for their low - oh. Artist. Label, Title ” | o 3 | S a | Ps DP et 5 = =) ~ instituted the wax ban last Jan. 1, 
prices ee —— = = Seven men claimed they were 
Totem Pole’ has been asking MARGARET WHITING (Capito! ; 2 " ; 9 merely about to start a rehearsal, 
$1 75 per couple admission; Cano- 1 l “Tree in the Meadow” Tero l 3 6 62 4 3 3.3 Sa 2 ‘ 3.1 9 and were not in the act of waxing 
bie Lake, now closed for the sea- WEE PEE HUNT (Capitol : or planning to wax. However, 
son, had been getting $1.20 per per- 9 2 “19th Street Rag” 5 5 4 3 4 4 4 2 an - 3 ie eine ae though union refuses to reveal the 
son, including tax, and Wrentham ——SGRIS DAY (Columbia) nartnasaennin, sacrament al SS identity of the members, they will 
$2 a pair, including tax. Though “He's Magic” 5 ; —-_ -— £2. -- 1 3 > “2 es fact charges. 
none of these spots is close enough 3 = It's — Nae ne EEE ee Following close he heel 
to rivals to seriously affect busi- | AL TRACE (Regent) ac r ‘cl aes a rl eo a ae , - 
ness, the latter have been beefing 4 8 “You Call Everybody Darling” oe, i on. Se eee aoe mT a 39 os = —- _ a beard of = 
Joud and long all season, while || ~ RAY McKINLEY (Victor) eo eee ae eee ee eee 
they themselves were finding com- 5 5 “You Came a Long Way” 7 7 L I 9 T+. 10 39 a ae rong ~ orgy Pe alee /_ 
paratively slim pickings al prices — i AUGHN MONROE (Victor) — ee ay ar ar ae a ea aie Aa we } a + iggeee bees 
ranging from $1.80 per person up- “Cc later”. a Ee 5 5 629 I orgy IR Mae ag ts 
ak Wea walked Seakioes toe Cs 6A 8 “Cool Water CY Se AA I SE, SEE. - which might be converted to re- 
Aa tage ee aga ee ; esa GORDON JENKINS (Decca) cording. Most orchs and combos, 
sist that the rival spots increase ‘ am ” 9 ; 2¢ : 
Sees uaa at oan 6B 4 “Maybe You'll Be There”........ .. 4 .. 2 10 .. .. 6 9 - -. © % when rehearsing for live perform- 
point, earlier in the season, some PIED PIPERS (Capitol) ‘ ee nave been wanting piers 
ops insisted that they would not 6C 9 “My Happiness” oa ne TT ee ee, A a the acoustically well-equipped disk- 
play bands that played the King ~_K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) ing studios hereabouts. This no 
Phillip at those shortened admis- ¥ 6 “You Can’t Be True, Dear” 5 5 7 = 7 4 ; - 28 longer will be possible, under pen- 
sions ais DAY.E. CLARK (Col) ~——CS cnet acme alty of fine and suspension 
wa. 4 - . 4a . . . . 
aE ‘ ian © ” 7 6 5 “eae B 24 It is still permissable to disk an 
N. Y. Bookers Biff Beefers . ere Leen | no ae, a audition platter for an_ airshow, 
New York bookers assert that 14 ah ‘Call . ace ae Battin 1 1 20 provided the show is to be live. 
the beefs against rival admission 9 14 “rou - ile cl ee Mctlatees Fischer must be notified in advance 
prices by New England operators PRIMA SCALA (London) ; though, in order to check authen- , 
would serve the band business bet a is “Underneath the Arches 7 8. a 2 (ae Oe ‘5 oS ee 18 ticity and probably police the ses- 
ter if thes were turned upon the CARSON ROBINSON (M-G-M) sion 
pe gee It's pointed out that the 11 16 “Life Gets Teejus” + Ee eis: te ee See CEE 6 B! .: 15 Though the trade is aware that 
ao P ovveeti A tabs being asked by wreeres DINAH SHORE (Columbia) violations of the ban are increase 
, , are wartime prices, 12 14 “Buttons and Bows” acs 1 piesa ee ae Se eee a 14 ing, the proportions have not 
even though those operators have a —_— — -—————_—-— —— ee Hey ; ‘ 
been able to purchase bands this ART MOONEY (M-G-M) reached the gigantic sweep they 
season at mach lower Seures than 13A “Blue Bird of Happiness”....... .. 9 -. ++ + 8 .. 3. +) 4 +. Reemnianey have under the nose of 
they did‘ during the war and im-| ~ JOHN LAURENZ (Mercury) — a brad — pore 
mediately after. Instead of attack- 13B 12 “Hair of Gold” ae ae ee, a A meme i Derg se also. a 
ing spots that have lowered admis- JERRY WAYNE (Capitol) seeps ed : + of = : el . is. < ee 
sions, thereby inducing better busi- 14 “You Call Everybody Darling”... .. .. i. % Vert ae ree Se eu 2 9 a see Segre, OS WCE 
seg ee gg re tein a SS Se ee a eS eee the session Monday night at which 
ness, it would be better if they R : 
went along with the cuts at ~ ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) Dick Haymes etched a pair for 
g } 1¢ cuts and at- 15 11 “My Happiness” re et , , ‘ ee 3 . “a 8 Decca. . 
tempted themselves to induce a ——_—_———. . ea ae 
b.o. spurt, it’s emphasized. INK SPOTS (Decca) " t Betenn® gu 
. as rte 16A “Just for Now 5 7 Louis Prima’s orch one-nights at 
—————— ————NDREWS SIS-B. IVES (Decca) meme ee the Stare Armory, Albany, Oct. 8. 
Words and Music by ‘| 16B “Blue Tail Fly” ee ee ee eS ey ee ie SSS 
BERNIE WAYNE ~~ ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
wed 17A .. “Underneath the Arches”........_ 6 .. .. ee ee ee ee es ese ‘ 6 A GREAT 
BEN RALEIG ~ «STAN KENTON (Capitol) 
H 17B_.. “How High the Moon” ee ee BS .. .- « .. «, .. e. 3 6 
| : ~ ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) RHYTHM BALLAD 
WALK BY LIC. “You Call Everybody Darling”... -. +--+: ee See oe ee eee 6 
| JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Col) 
' 17D 16 “Blue Bird of Happiness” ee ee ee ee eS ee 5 Pi CS ee 6 ) 
' ] | VAUGHN MONROE | Victor) ary 
i ITH 17E 16 “Every Day I Love You”......... «- «2 «2 2 e+ 28 sel oe se oe D ss 6 ) 
; } 
i | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 
; | 
| MY SHADOW FIVE TOP | soncs or -PREVIN PLAYS ~— EMPEROR WALTZ JAZZ AT | MUSIC FOR OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
a THE PIANO PHILHARMONI@ | == MILLIONS 16 ; 
| | our times | Ging Crosby VOL. 8 19 Broadway, ‘New York 
- = ——— ALBUMS | Andre Previn All-Star | Paul Whiteman 
7 } Featured in M-G-M's Big Hit Decca Victor Decca Cleff | Columbia — — 
“DATE WITH JUDY" | 


Breaking Fast from 


’ RH Setting Up in L.A. $2 COMBO GETS ADMISH ' Eire Disk Ban Lifted ape aeried 
IT’S A MOST New RH Logging Sestem witless TQ) SHOW NAME DANCE owe, oo WEL VOU BE 


tablish a Hollywood listening post Ban on the use of “celebrity” re- 


ac , va yynar >. a P ° ‘ c . . . , . y 

as . ci ie Buddy — : Louisville, Sept. 21. cordings for commercial programs MY DARLIN 

contractman now in New ork, bs ‘ , from Radio Eireann, imposed b 

will head west in mid-November . Irving Wayne, Jefferson County Bitigh Phonographic te lb, ee ee . 
Sea clic ia. PERS 4) Armory manager, is trving o bw | o or : ower Record 1228 

to secure space and hire personne! y mane trying oul new ances, Ltd., has been lifted for two KILEY SHEPAKD 


A Chicago office will follow. Each gimmick to boost band biz in his months. Regent Record 


3 

4 
if 

’ 


4 b | bine 4 " . Barer ‘ 
Music ‘office will use four girls to log gpacious armorv. by offeri ; ; sas Bate BYANS 
i‘ *. | O1 \ & spacious armory, by offering name Negotiz ; . ak — Gold Seal ‘or 

y air performances. > egoliations are to take place eae ae 


s bands to local concert patrons ¢ between s SOYrs isk con- 
JIMMY McHUGH RH claims it has 26 publishers p eeneaell at Dc f gis ne rons and ait _— ‘ike and the disk con | AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


for a two-hour con- trolling organization. Problems to 



































ROBBINS | Signed to its service and 14 radic cert and stage show, 8 to 10 p.m. be solved are understood to be con- || 9109 pe ‘hivan”” 1576 oon i 
‘agencies. and for dancers $1.50 from 10 to 1. cerned with rovalties and radio | Hollywood 46, Cal. ne yBreadway 
SS ans Combination concert and dance gabbers’ spiels in introducing disks. CRestview 1-5254 = COlumbus 5-7880 
' price will be $2. nos 

















— Se ae 
Opener will be Tex Beneke orch ! 
Sept. 29. 


Inaugurating the... 
G P Cafe Society Downtown : 
4 LISTEN | Sets NYU Jazz Course GEORGE PAXT 
, New York University will con- 
R duct a course on jazz at the Cafe 
Society Downtown, New York. be- and His Orchestra 


, listing accurately ginning Oct. 4. Idea of a classroom | | Featuring DICK MERRICK 


situated in a nitery was originally Now j {2th Week ARCAD 
. suggested by Milton Stern and Vin- ” 1A, New York 
only the tunes heard cent McHugh, of ac : 


‘ the faculty, and 
the use of the Cafe as a site for BROADCASTING MUTUAL NETWORK 


the classes was based on lack of 


. On the four major networks | space. Current MGM Record #10263 
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John Hammond, Fred Ramsey THE CURSE OF AN ACHING HEART 
sere re | emanating from California | isn is cries i conte Se ane ae one 
; the course, to be called a “Course [eh eiMG 
NOW Tee ae ite B. |. BERNARD, Gen Mgr in Jazz Appreciation.” It starts MANAGEMENT— ASSOCIATED BOOKING HU 
. . . ! > >} > ry 
| Suite 216—160 Central Park South—New York, N. Y ini ci tame tone i 745 Fifth A os ssa shins 
‘""" F closed- Mondays) and will be re- PL Faken Moet el Pdi 
8 ARM SR eT weve Nemo stricted to 90 students. | ; : Chicage 
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A New Musical 


Book and Lyrics by Music by 


ALAN JAY LERNER KURT WEILL 
Directed by ELIA KAZAN 


“LOVE LIFE is wonderful.’’—Beston Post. 
“LOVE LiFE—three hours of entertainment.’’—Boston Evening American. 


““A sturdy candidate for high honors in the ‘48-'49 theatrical Hall of 
Fame.’’—Variety. 





“A tuneful, colorful, completely delightful evening's entertainment.”’— 
Billboard. 


with these 2 outstanding HITS! 
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GREEN-UP 
TIME 


HAPPELL & CO., INC. 


a> Y gy RKO BLDG. RADIO CITY, New York 20. N. Y. 
By Arrangement with MARLO MUSIC CORPORATION 
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Mercury's British 
Decca Disk Deal 


London, Sept. 21. 

British Decca has completed an 
arrangement with the U. S. Mer- 
cury recording label via which the 
former will market Mercury disks 
in this country. Term deal has be- 
gun with the release here of 
Frankie Laine’s “That’s My De- 
sire” and “By the River Ste 
Marie.” and Jan August's “Misir- 
lou” and “Zigeuner.”’ Top sides of 
both disks established both artists 
as names 

Deal with British Decca is Mer- 
cury’s initial move toward overseas 
circulation. It was begun weeks 
back when John Hammond, execu- 
tive and shareholder in the com- 
pany, was here. He talked it out 
with Ted Lewis, Decca head, and 
the agreement was kept very quiet 
until the first Mercury sides hit 
the stands here. 


WB Opens Theatre 
To Vaude for Hampton 


Warner Bros. is opening its Okla- 
homa City theatre to vaude for 
five days Oct. 16 in order to take 
advantage of the availability of 
Lionel Hampton’s orchestra in that 
area. House, which now plays 
straight films, hasn’t used a vaude 
show in about six years. Due to 
his other one-nighters in the ter- 
ritory, Hampton’s run at the thea- 
tre will be for five days onls 
instead of a week. 

Trip which brings Hampton’: 
group into Oklahoma City is part 
of a one-nighter tour — through 
South and Southwest—his first in 
seven years. He starts on the Coast 
Sept. 26 and works through Texas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, etc., until 
Nov. 26, when tour ends. 














"PAUL DIXON PICKS: | 


(Fomous Disc Jockey WCPO-Cincinnoti) 


UNDERNEATH 
ARCHES 


*Local distributor received 1300 phone orders within 
twelve hours efter @ single plug on “Archet™’. It's gr-reat!” 


Seen 























\ theatres) and is playing concerts 


sellouts. : 
|maintain the band with earnings | here, booked for four frames, open- | 
| from a comparatively brief slice of | ing this week at Actors’ Club, Fris- 


i sive Jazz” 
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Survey of retail sheet music 61/8/38 0 o 

sales, based on reports obtained 3 07 § - 2 2 8 

from leading stores in 12 cities, & B F; 2 S x 3 = 
and showing comparative sales t > s ge 5 “ a |@ 4 . g 2 
rating for this and last week. E ci v : é rh 5 < % 7 2 T 
I= leiZ els Elisleieisi bia 
SIV (SIE SIBiel eis leloelel uy 

siBISI714 7 éle an aes 

Week Ending °|2\2\s\¢/2|/%|/2/a/2/¢/4! 
National Zi S15 /8 E 9 a | 0 s|z _ 
~ Sept.18 =F leis |Z\El ei 2) 3 |g) 2)2/s 
wk. wk. _ Title and Publisher és IZIO1O}e | =—/!NiSla | 1D ow Oi 5S 
“| 1 “Tree in the Meadow” (ShapiroB) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 21 1 1 1 120 
“2 +2 “My Happiness” (Blasco) — + See Ss 2 8 5 Se 
3. 4 “You Call Darling” (Mayfair) . 4.3.26 © 8 § § t 8 5 5 
“4 +3 “It’s Magic” (Witmark) » 2 8 © @ &§ € 33 4... 5 .. 2 
5 7 “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W).... 6 6 4 <_< __ 8 its ie 7 a8 4 4 5 30 
6 5 “Naybe You Be There” (Triangle) 9 9 6 10 6 5 7 6 10 8 6 .. 39 
7. «© “You Can't ‘Be True” (Biltmore) 10 y OS a ge 5 3 _ 3 a 37 
8 10 “Hair of Gold” (Robert) — ‘ia i a er ers ee ee ee 
9 12 “Blue Bird Happiness” (T.B.Harms) 4 7 7 .. 8 .. 6 10 ea 
|’ “It Only Happens” (Berlin)...... .. ..... 8 7 10 3 7 6 9 7... 31 
11 .. “Rambling Rose” (Laurel)........ 10... .. -. 4 -- 8 .. 5 10 7 22 
12 “Underneath Arches” (Robbins) ; nee ; 9 4 4 8 10 20 








2 Kenton Concerts SRO | 
At N.Y. Carnegie Hall; | 
Orch Set for 52 Dates: 


Stan Kenton’s orchestra is in a 
class by itself artistically. It’s | 
separate and distinct from the rest | 
of the dance band business. And | 


Upbeat 
New York 


Elliot Lawrence doing good busi- 
ness at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook ...Alvino Rey into Town 
Casino, Buftalo, week of Oct. i8| 

Billy Johnson into Billy Berg’s, 
| Holiywood, Sept. 30 for three 
weeks... Wini Brown signed three- 
because it doesn’t fulfill the de- | year deal with National Records, | 
mands made upon it in the dance Jand —— a ee aoe | 

“ : |\tura masters fron a 
band field, Renton | 7 pggpencinm A Crown Publishers marketing a 
Guide to Children’s Records . . 
Apollo Records took over New 
lusively, His two-night date at | York and New Jersey distribution | 
exciusively. 5 two- ate a\ | of Bullet Records. 
Carnegie Hall, New York, Friday po ee eee” 
and Saturday (17-18), is part of a 

Hollywood 
Red Norvo, forming new sextet | 


name pce must go into (except | 


string of 52; the N. Y. pair were 
But whether Kenton can 


each year is problematical. (co . . Bill Jehnson’s five-piece 
As for the artistic side, Kenton’s | combo inked for indef stand at 
vast spread of instruments is an | Frisco’s Say When Club, opening 
enigma. For years, his ‘“‘Progres- Oct. 20... Joe Lutcher’s seven- 
seemed to fall short on | Piece combo, back from midwest 
personal enthusiasm. Then last trek, is playing fortnight ag 
year, the maestro showed up ‘in Billy Berg’s, at°scale plus 10 
the Commodore hotel, N. Y., with 
the same group and, frankly, 
whammed over with fire, color and 
occasional, rare touches of show- 
(Continued on page 41) 





Chicago 

Ken Griffin, organist, goes into 
Sky Club, Sept. 27, Cleveland, for 
one week, with the George Olsen 
orch Sam Lesner, Daily News 
columnist and er itic, will teach two 
music appreciation courses. at 
YMCA this fall .. . Eddy Howard's 
present stint at Aragon his 18th 
time at the Karzas ballroom in 
eight years ... Al Trace’s newest 
tune, following “You Call Every- 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| 


'Harmonicats Avert 


AFM Situation By 
Joining for Tele 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Local relations between Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
were snarled last week over an in- 


cident involving Carl Bauman, v.p. | 


of AFM ‘local 10, Har- 
monicts. 


Union aid asked that Harmoni- 


and the 


| eats, AGVA members, become AFM | 


dues-payers before going on the) 
WENR-TV video preem here Fri-| 
day (17). Recent announcement by | 
AFM stated that the harmonica | 
| was a musical instrument, and play-| 
ers might join union, though there | 
was no obligation to do so. Bau-| 
man, however, at the TV opening | 
implied Paul Whiteman orch and 
other musical talent might not 
play, and so the Cats signed up 
an hour before they were supposed | 
to go on. 
Peculiarly enough, the Harmoni- | 
cats appeared on the Texaco Star | 
Theatre tele show in New York. 
several weeks ago, and no musical 
union clearance was necessary. 





Kenny Myers Into Hosp 
. Kenny Myers, vocalist and trum- | 
peter with Eddy Howard's band for | 
three years, was forced to leave | 
the group last month due to ill 
health. 
He’s now hospitalized at the 


and | 


‘vaineed 








TINNEYS 


ON WAX NOW. 


THE ANSWER TO SO MANY OF 
YOUR CRIES FOR A NEW ANDO 













UNUSUAL RECORDING 


IKING@ Record * 735 





"LIFE GETS TEE-JUS DONT IT” 


AWHUMOROUS STORV OF THE TRIALS AND 


TRIBULATIONS OF EVERY-DAY LIFE 
BACKED BY 


"I WISH THAD A OAD” 


A SENTIMENTAL STORY TOLD AS 
ONLY CAL CAN - TELL IT 
WE THINK ITS GREAT FOR ANY TYPE 
JOCKEY SHOW 


A FREE COPY IS YOURS - CONTACT 
NEAREST KING BRANCH OR WRITE 


ICENG)*<0%°3 cinciwnart 7 oui 
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‘cellent 15,000. 




















body Darlin’,” is “Brush Those | Veterans Hospital, Wood, Wisc. and 
Tears from Your Eyes,” just re-| expects to be confined there about 
corded by the Andrews Sisters... a year. 
; 9 

Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 
Covers Tota | 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
WOU PIMA cic c oct Waldorf (400; $2) .... -- 2 2,400 6,350 
Bernie Cummins*.. New Yorker (400; $1-$1. 50). 7 2390 Ta06 
B. Barron—3 Suns. .Astor (700;-$1-$1.50) ....... «e+ 6 3,700 20,400, 
* New Yorker, ice show. | 
° | 
Chicago 


Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). | 
Phil Regan keeping room enchanted with boff 3,000. | 

Will Osborne (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Business | 
off slightly with lull after big opening. Good 2,900. | 

Benny Strong (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
American Dental Society headquartering here; 3,600* 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 


| cover). Opened last night (16), w ith good week ahead; 4,000. 





Los Angeles 


Dunninger, Del Courtney (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50).” 


Fair 2,450 


Solid 3,300 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


° (Chicago) 
Tommy Carlyn (Trianon, $1-$1.13 adm.). Second week shows ex- 





— 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 
club as usual with terrif 6,000. 

Eddy Howard (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Opening week of 18th ap 
| pearance at Karzas ballroom in eight years, with giant 19,000. 
inn Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.), Still paying gff with good | 


Sophie Tucker ined 





(Los Angeles) | 
Art Mooney (Palladium B., Hollywood, ist wk.). Fair 9,000 callers. 
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‘AFM Issues New 
Form B-1 Pact 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians finally issued last week its 
new contract form which replaces 
the Form B blank, outlawed some 
time ago when the U. S. Supreme 
Court decreed that its demands 
upon the employer of a band were 
illegal. New blank is called 
Form B-1 and, while it eliminates 
the average buyer of a band from 
the obligation of paying social se- 
curity and unemployment taxes in 


behalf of musicians, its wordage 
allows for those few states which 
still demand that an employer pay 


them. New York is one of those 
states. 

Booking agencies have been 
waiting for months for the new 


blank. They had been using the 
old Form B since the Supreme 
Court’s ruling, but were forced in 
virtually all cases to attach riders 
eliminating the effect of the tax 
demands. Meanwhile, some mid- 
western ballroom operators have 
in recent weeks been offering 
bandleaders about to play dates for 
them contracts of their own de- 
sign. These made it briefly clear 
that the leader about to work for 
them assumed all tax obligations, 
plus which the pacts were to 
‘supersede and cancel’ any and all 
contracts between the _ ballroom 
and the agency which got the job. 
While few leaders have determined 
the actual purpose of these sub- 
stitute contracts, it’s believed that 
ballroom owners do not trust their 
own state tax laws. Though most 
now agree with the Supreme Court 
ruling on the s.s. and unemploy- 
ment sums, there’s nothing to pre- 
vent a state tax bureau from 
| changing its mind and again mak- 
| ing employers responsible. 
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RAMBLING 
ROSE 


By JOE BURKE and 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway, New York 























TOMMY VALANDO 


















SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


Recorde a by 
JO STAF FORD- GORDON MacRAE 
(Capitol) 

INK SPOTS (Decea) 
ANNE SHELTON-SAM BROWNE 
(London) 

VIC DAMONE-PATTI PAGE 
(Mercury) 

EVE YOUNG-DRUGSTORE 
COWBOYS (Victor) 

More to Come! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, 


















THE GREATEST WESTERN 
SONG OF ALL TIME 


Bob Nolan's Immortal 


COOL WATER 


(25 Records Available) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Komero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd, 
Hollywood 46, Cal, 
CRestview 1-5254 


15736 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
COlumbus 5-7880 




















Concert and Dance Music 
For Your Particular Party 


ORCHESTRAS, TRIOS, STROLLERS 


JENO BARTAL 


330 E. 5nd St., New York, Pi. 5-1787 
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‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform: | 


ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 


They are compiled on the basis of 1 
2 points for sustaiming vocal; 2 for 


for iocal commercial vocal; 4 for ne 


work commercial vocal. + indicates film excerpt. 


point for sustaining instrumental: 
local commercial instrumental; 3 
t commercial instrumental; 6. net- 
* stage emerpt. 


Week of Sept. 10 to Sept. 16 


Total 
Song Publisher Pts. 
Hair of Gold—Robert SEN obi 0 A SR RRERA LR OK ewe bee 259 
A Tree In the a Pore ree Terres sel ee 237 
i i TE, 6 a nd nee cna vewdesecseseaatebas 227 
Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms 295 
Everyday I Love You—Harms 175 
It's Magic+7**“Romance on High Seas’—Witmark ae _ 166 
You Call Everybody Darlin’—Mapyfair ; bao« on 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro 162 
It Only Happens When I Dance “Easter Parade Berlin 153 
Cuanto Le Gusta “Date With Judy”—Southern 131 
Little Girl Leeds 12% 
It’s a Most Unusual Day “Date With Judy Robbins 1128 
Mv Happiness—Blasco 115 
This Is the Moment “Lady in Ermine’—Mille . 112 
The Night Has a Thousand Eyes—Paramount 110 
Isn't It Romantic—Famous 109 
The Things I Love—Campbell 106 
PS. 1 Love You—LaSalle 104 
When You Left Me—Porgie ; ze 
Put "Em In Box—*“Romance on High Seas’’—Remick ik a 
Underneath the Arches—Robbins 93 
Rambling Rose—Laurel 9) 
Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle 22 
Love Somebody—Kramer-W 86 
Take It Away—Pemora 85 
Dolores—Famous 22 
Confess—Oxford 83 
You Walk By—Cavalier 72 
Whisper a Word of Love—Leeds , 
Hankerin—*‘“Two Guys From Texas’ —Remick ons 
Highway To Love—BMI 74 
Ah. But It Happens—Bourne 71 
I Still Get a Thrill—Words & Music nt ; _ 70! 
I Don’t Care If It Rains—Witmark 67 
Tea Leaves—Morris bite ca PE a 
Everybody Loves Somebody—Sinatra .. ie ree 
You Can't Be True Dear—Biltmore 54 
In My Dreams—Wizell 51 
When the Red Red Robin—Bourne 49 
Ain't Dini’ Bag Te MOCK —SOltrer «once nc evecveses 4% 
A Boy From Texas—Shapiro a REC Ee ee 48 
You Came a Long Way From St. Louis—Jewel pare ple kee 48 
Walking With My Shadow—Johnstone-Montei Le eee Sy 
A Fella With An Umbrella—*‘‘Easter Parade’’—Feist ............ 45 
ok ee a Rg Eo rrr rer 44 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—7‘‘Easter Parade’—Berlin .......... 43 
ee I, bo ae hase kee ea eee eae Oe 43 
"TueO CO Ree BE OE ICE nbc cece cscs ce recsecen 42 
PVG Te EAR TR ROI VG gic ec ceeccccceneece 41 
Carramba It’s the Samba—Martin : 7 
nside U.S.A."—Crawford 37 


Rhode Island Famous For You—’**'! 








| Kenton | 





—— (ontinued from page 40 


— sor arene 
manship. But the Carnegie date. | 
except for a small percentage of | 


the overall picture of brassy jazz | 
men, | 


Kenton and his 


created by 
cold, so-what 


brought back that 
feeling. 

It's not a question of appreciat- 
ing and evaluating what he’s do- 
ing. Few of his fans and few ex- 
perts can really assert truthfully 
that they fully understand Ken- 
ton’s ideas. But it can be a ques- 
jon of mixed temperaments that 
makes Kenton’s music wildly ac- 
ceptable one night and something 
easily fluffed off the next. In re- 


siricting his activities to concerts | 


it also means Kenton is restricting 
his repertoire, since he has no need 
for many of the things he formerly 
had to play. And keeping that 
repertoire down to a couple dozen 
tunes could pall on his men and 
make the “performance of them 
mechanical instead of play. 

That this didn’t strike the vast 
majority of his-Carnegie audience 
that way was obvious in the wild 
cheering that greeted every one of 
the 20-odd 
knocked out 
formance equalled by few avail- 
able bands of any category. Per- 


formance-wise, this combo is rare | 
That would 


among today’s bands. 
be a byproduct of the restricted 
repertoire. 

Kenton has _ transferred 
showmanly touch from his 
and one-nighter dance days to his 


concertizing. Almost at the bot- 
tom of his repertoire he brings 
Eddie Safranski, who has few 


arrangements he | 
with precision-per- 


one | 
hotel | 


equals on bass; Laurinda Almeida 
guitar; Irving Kluger, drums and 
Warner Weidler to the mike for a 
comedy run of double-talk in vari- 
ous languages. It’s a cute touch 
Wood. 


Kenton's Neat $8,500 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

| Stan Kenton in two nights (Sept. 

15-16) at the Academy of Music 

here garnered a neat $8,500 with 

near capacity audiences on both 


| evenings. 


| moted by Norman Granz. 


| The Academy bookings marked 

the third time this year Kenton 
| has played the venerable concert 
| hall. A previous 


| 
| 
| 





| this show, however. 





7 | death 
| swept 


'apartment he 


concert in Feb-| dition to his wife, 
ruary (‘under Ernie Anderson’s|two sisters, Klaman is also sur- 
| aegis) netted close to $6,000. Three | vived by a brother, Milton, who 
| hundred stage seats were sold for 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 16) 
London, Sept. 17. 
Galway Bay Box & Cox 


You Can't Be True. .Chappell 
Woody Woodpecker Leeds 
Ee ae Maurice 
Re re Connelly 
Heartbreaker ei Leeds 
Four Leaf Clover F.D.&H. 
My Happiness Chappell 
Dream of Olwen Wright 
Golden Earrings Victoria 
tambling Rose Dash 
Time May Change Connelly 
Second 12 

Million ‘Tomorroy Connelly 
After All Cinephonic 
October Twilight Desh 
Toolie Oolie Southern 

ture Boy \iorris 
rear Yo Wood 
Little White Lies Wright 
Ought to Be Society Kassnel 
Time Alone Will Tell F.D:&H 


Call Everybody Darling Morris 
Ask Anyone Feldman 
Beg Your Pardon F.D.&H 





Ex-Maestro Clayman, 


Rubinoff’s Son-in-Law, 


Dies of Fire Injuries, 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 
Klaman, 36, 
Rubinoff 
under 


Robert 
ot Dave 


son-in-law 
and a 
bandleade the 


Bob 


name ol 
Clayman, was 


last week when 


thrqugh 


here 
second 
with 
She 
hospital, 


the 
occupied his 
Ruby Rubinoff 


to the Shadyside 


wife, was 
rushed 


suffering from cuts on the leg and 


shock, along with her husband, 
who died a few hours later 
Firemen believe the blaze may 


have started from a lighted cigar- 


et. The Klamans_ had _ retired 
shortly before midnight. Mrs. 
Klaman dozed off and her hus- 
band apparently arose, it was 


theorized, to smoke a cigaret. His 
wife was suddenly awakened and 
went into the living room where 
she saw her husband standing in 
the room in flames and 
ing. Downstairs neighbors helped 
remove both of them from the 
burning apartment, and the fire 
was quickly brought under con- 
}trol although it broke out 
| later that morning. 


Klaman and Miss Rubinoff had | 
; been married for 10 years, their 


| romance starting when she joined 
/his band here in 1938 as the fea- 
tured vocalist. For the last few 


vears, Kiaman was connected with 


The concerts were pro-| the Chicago office of Music Corp. 


of America and only recently re- 
| nee to Pittsburgh from the 
| Windy City, where the couple had 
| been making their home. In ad- 


sang witn the Clayman band, too, 


parents and 


PEE eooe 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 32 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 





Survey Week of September 10-16, 1948 





former | 


burned to} 
fire | 
floor | 


scream- | 


again | 


Bi ECCS 1 Eee FICO Fs. oni bis-c0c nmi ¥ah Kod se ntme Shapiro-B 
PO ae as Fo > aS Ribs. 6 koae esks Bourne 
Be weer OF EIMDIORS. 4 nso c'va0.6 pas bene bre T. B. Harms 
RE Aces card Lie'ere 3a k bake 4 ead $a PRE RE See Oxford 


Southern 
Famous 


Cuanto Le Gusta 
Dolores 


Ev’ry Day I Love You “Two Guys From Texas” Harms 
Hair Of Gold Robert 
Highway to Love .. BMI 


I Still Get a Thrill Thinking of You Words & M 


Isn’t It Romantic “Isn't It Romantic Famous 
It Only Happens “Easter Parade Berlin 
It’s a Most Unusual Day Robbins 
It’s Magic “Romance On Iligh Seas” Witmark 
Just For Now Advanced 
LCC RETO. «. isc wh en kee oe bh pee ene Leeds 


.. Kramer-W 
... Triangle 
Blasco 
Paramount 

.. LaSalle 
.. Remick 


Love Somebody 
Maybe You'll Be 
My Happiness 
Night Has Thousand Eyes— 
P. S. I Love You 


There 


“Night Has Evy es” 


Put ’Em In a Box—7“‘Romance On High Seas” 

SOTEPNNEE NOE, ene & wage ere oes ae ER ee a wees Laurel 
Take It Away Pemora 
Things I Love Campbell 
This Is the Moment ‘*“Laay it Brmime”. ...< cscs Miller 
Underneath the Arches Robbins 
When You Left Me Porgie 
Whisper a Word of Love Leeds 
You Call Everybody Darling Mayfair 
You Walked By Cavalier 


You Were Only Foolin Shapiro-B 


The remaining 21 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Breadeast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Ince., 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
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A Boy From Texas oe .. Shapiro-B 
A Fella With An Umbrella—*“Easter Parade” . Feist 

Ain’t Doin’ Bad Doin’ Nothin’ .... Spitzer 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—*“Melody Time” ..... Santly-Joy 
Cee It UO COO ck kk 5 bok od ewe c ames Martin 
Everybody Loves Somebody . ob bd 90 06 © 6 ine 
ER ae en ee eer ee Remick 
Haunted Heart—*“Imside U.S.A.” ........ccccccces Williamson 
I Don't Care If It Rains All Night . Witmark 

I Went Down To Virginia Jefferson 


I’d Love To Live In Loveland “Are You With It” BVC 


rT? 
i i i a i a te 








La. 
POPP OFH FH Ooo $$$646464646464646.46.4644464. 44444444 4 444 464444454 +.4.4.4.4.¢6¢6~¢-6¢6¢6¢o¢¢>¢>¢+¢>¢-++-+.+-+.6.6.6.4.44. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


| In My Dreams ; .. Wizell 
It’s You Or No One—?*“‘Romanee on High Seas”... .Remick 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—7“Easter Parade” Berlin 
Tea Leaves Morris 
Twelfth Street Rag .. Shapiro-B 
Walkin’ With My Shadow .....J0hnstone-M 4 
| When the Red Red Robin Comes Bobbin Along. .... Bourne : 
} With a Twist of the Wrist . Patmar 4 
You Came a Long Way Tarr cr, eee Jewel 4 
eu Cans Be THiS WEA 2. sib shee oe esee es Biltmore ; 
, 
* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. ' 
POSSESSES FSFE F G4 OFF 6466664 544644644644464446464644 








tor a two months’ tour of South 


> 
Wally Downey’s 2-Month sowrtos teenie aie ee 
0.0. of So. American Music) "si© "ep for ASCAP but, in this 


|instance, he is going in behalf of 





The Wally (Suzette) Downeys are | his several music publishing in- 
\“pouring” for their music biz_ ~~ aa the equator. — : 
Friday (24) afternoon | e has publishing affiliates in 


oe : aie Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Buenos 
.aboard the §.S. Argentine, sailing Aires. Montevideo and Santiago, 


‘in its heyday locally a decade ago. on that Moore - McCormack liner all of which he will visit. 














5S ZANY DAFFY 
COMEDY MUSICAL STARS 


RED FOX 


AND HIS MUSICAL HOUNDS 
Featuring STAN FREBURG 


Currently 


EL GAUCHO 
Sait Lake City 
Exclusive Management: 


FEDERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
8734 Sunset Blvd. Crestview 55251 


1270 Sixth Avenue 




















Another New Hit Is Born 


You Were Only Fooling 


By Fred: Meadows, Billy Faber, Larry Fotine 


Recorded By 


Blue Barron... MGM...Inkspots.. Decca 


Kay Starr, ,Capitol,,,Eric Whitley-Green Sisters, .. Columbia 


Published By 





SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., Inc. 


RICHAKD VOLTTER, Vice President 


GEORGE PINCUS, General Manager 


New York 20, N. ¥ 
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“1D: [Ralph Slater, Hypnotist, | BRITISH VAUDE UNION | 
Versailles Shifts Its Edith Piaf = "Gi Sr Casim, London UPS FEES ON US. ACTS N.Y. AGVA Meet 


ce | London, Sept. 21. | f 
Show Far 1er to atc ll S Ralph Slater’s hypnotic act at Deadline date of Sept. 15 hav-| or C j 
the Casine theatre, here, proved ing passed without a communica- | 
one of the biggest novelty imports tion being _ received ; from the> Meeting of the American Guild 
ill from the U. S. in many years, Bs yg see recone hier iow | pertgrtsa of Variety Artists N. Y. branch is 
from a major N. Y. cafe wi age y - his opening show Monday (20) | t e Executive ommittee of 1 sinted for the Capitel hotel. Cet 
(Wed.) when N. ¥. Bert W heeler, Hank Ladd Slater entertained for an hour, British Variety Artists Federation 16. Mestinn wen tallied as a Peer 


off tonight : 
Daily News columnist Danton 





First video shows emanating ¢ 


. 
: 
i 
i 


re 





Walker starts his series from the 
Versailles over the Daily News 
station WPIX. Walker will line 
up a series of guest personalities 
in conjunction with the telecast of 
the floorshow comprising the 
French chanteuse Edith Piaf 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has been given jurisdiction ol 
the show by the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America Television 
Authority because of its originat- 
ing from a nitery. According to a 
recently adopted rule, Miss Piaf 
will get an additional 1/7 of her 
cafe salary for appearing before 
the cameras. AGVA originally 
held out for a full week’s scale, 
but accepted the lower figure in 
view of its status as a special event 
Under AGVA regulations, any 
players brought into the show by 
Walker will be abie to do no more 
than take a bow. If they perform 
in any way, they must be paid. As 
a special concession for the TV 
show, Versailles bonifaces Nick 
Prounis and Arnold Rossfield have 
scheduled Miss Piaf’s performance 
to start Wednesday nights only at 
9:30 p.m. instead of the usual 10. 
Walker plans to fill the 25 min- 
utes prior to her appearance with 
dance music and guest interviews. 








Lovely 
Lady 
of 


Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 


America’s 






Foremost 


Marimbist 


GEORGE 


GUEST 














May Team Up Again during which time he purportedly is meeting tomorrow (22) to de- of the AGVA program committee 


«Bert Wheeler may team up again 
with his former vaude_ partner, 
Hank Ladd, who attained legit star 
status in “Angel in the Wings.” 
Wheeler was originally scheduled 
to work with Max Baer at the Capi 
tol theatre, N. Y., early in Novem- 
ber, bu’ ex-fighter has a film com- 
mitment ° 

Sid Piermont, Capitol booker, 
who vacationed near Chicago last 
week, talked with Ladd after no- 


tice had been posted for “Angel’s”’ 


closing. 


Miller Miffed Over 
Berle Deal, Won't Buy 





| hypnotic periods 


Hildegarde, Local 


hypnotized members of the audi- | 


ence. : 
Slater achieved incredible re- 
sults during hypnotic and _ post- 


ES 


M’w’kee Girl, Makes 
- Good in Home Town 


By RAY McBRIDE 
Milwaukee, Sept. 21 
Hildegarde, a local girl who 


'made good in New York, Paris, etc. 

lreturned to her home base Satur- 
| day (18) and killed the people on 
her first concert engagement. Her | 
| appearance at Municipal Audito- 


Acts from Morris Agcy. | rium indicated that the chantoosey 


sil! Miller, operator of the Ri-! from Milwaukee, who has rarely 
viera, Fort Lee, N. i, has sworn off | strayed away from intime. cates, 


the William Morris agenty tempo- 
rarily. 
office because the agency gave Mil- 
ton Berle to the Latin Quarter 
N. Y., after he had been negotiat- 
ing for the comic. The Latin Quar- 
ter booked Berle at $15,000 against 
the $10,000 that Miller offered. 
The current Riviera situation 
over the Berle booking parallels 
| that which took place in Florida in 
' 1940. Berle was also the focal point 
of that tiff and principals were 
;} again the Morris office and Ben 
| Marden, who at that time operated 
ithe Riviera and also the Colonia! 


| Inn, Hallendale, Fla. 


| 
| Marden had played the Morris 
| package of Harry Richman, Sophie 
| Tucker and Joe E. Lewis at the 
| Riviera, and brought that trio to 
| Florida. However, George Wood, 
/now with WM but at that time the 
indie booker of the Palm Island 
Casino, bought Berle to offset that 
attraction. Since many Florida 
vacationers had seen the Richman- 
| Tucker-Lewis show at the Riviera, 
| Berle proved the superior Florida 
| draw. Marden subsequently swore 
off buying talent from Morris. 
In most cases, boniface tiffs with 
|agencies are ended when the per- 
center has a top headliner to offer. 
Many feel that the agency will 
make its peace with Miller when 
they have an available headliner. 





Reade Circuit Resuming 
Vaude in N. J. Houses 


The Walter Reade circuit is re- 
|instating vaudeville in five North 
'Jersey houses starting Oct. 5. 
Shows will comprise five acts 





CANADIAN SPOT OPEN! 


Good spot open for any type musical 
act, except singer, one person, male 
or female, in dining lounge of Toronto 
hotel. Send details and photo to: 
Ben Sugarman & Company, 76 Charles 
St. West, Toronto, Canada. 


booked by Al & Belle Dow. 
Layout will open Tuesday at the 
Paramount, Long Branch, and fol- 
low with Majestic, Perth Amboy; 
Oxford, Plainfield; Broadway, 
Kingston, N. Y.; and Congress, 
Saratoga Springs. All are one 
nighters except Kingston, which 








plays two nights. 
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Miller is peeved at the4 











can register as heavily in the 
larger longhair emporia. 

Inasmuch as Hildegarde’s effec- 
tiveness has been chiefly in swank 
spots such as the Persian Room of 
the Hotel Plaza, N.Y., her click in 
this large auditorium augurs a new 


show biz career. She got across | 
her intimate style of entertainment 


even in the huge Muny aud. 
Hildegarde’s gross at $4.80 top 
came to $6,000 and another $6,500 
came from the program. 
ficiary for the event was St. 
Alexander’s Catholic Parish, which 
was victimized recently in a $68,000 
embezzlement. Naturally, her 
stand in her native province was 
well publicized; her personal p.a., 
terrific promotion Alan Edelson, 
did a job, plastering from nearby 
Adell, where the singer was born, 
and from New Holstein, Wis., 
where she lived as a child before 
her family moved to Milwaukee. 
But discounting the home-town 


angle, in getting maximum re-| 
sponse out of the 3,000 people in | 
the house, chantoosey broke all | 


the rules in the book of concert 
deportment by having no formal 
program songs. She worked as if 
in an intime supper room, even 
doing the same numbers. For ex- 
ample her ‘Roses’ routine lost 
none of its intimacy. One surprise 
of her stand was the rendition of 
the Yiddish folk melody, ‘Raisins 
and Almonds,” in Yiddish; the pre- 
dominantly Catholic audience sim- 
ilarly ate it up. She wowed the 


audience for one hour and 25 | 


minutes of the first half and came 
back to hit with equal impact dur- 
ing the 40-minute second half. 

Eddy Oliver's band with Sal- 
vatore Gioe at the ivories provided 
top musical dressing for the 
singer's offerings. 

Considering that Milwaukee is 
in the midst of a polio epidemic, 


the 3,000 attendance is considered | 


unusual. Even the town’s mayor 
didn’t take the advice of the town’s 
medicos to shun large crowds, and 
showed up to present Hildegarde 
with a 300-word scroll containing 
the official city-council welcome 
to her home bailiwick. 


Sally Rand: Hypoes 
Minn. Fair to 2516 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 
Figures released by the Minne- 
sota State Fair superintendent of 





concessions reveal that the Sally | 


Rand show on the Royal American 
Shows Midway at the recent fair 
here grossed $42,000 in 10 days. 
At the $1 scale, including tax, this 
represents approximately 50,000 


admissions and is believed to be an 


all-time record here. 


The $42,000 was part of the. 


Royal American Shows‘ $251,000 


take for the 10-day fair. This has | 


been topped enly once before in 
fair annals. That was at the Min- 
nesota State Fair, too, last year 
when the same_ shows grossed 
$283,000, also for 10 days. 





Tito Guizar’s opening at the 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y., postponed 
until Friday (24). 








New Phone Number 


VaRIETY’s new New York 
telephone number is LUxem- 
burg 2-2700. 

Present BRyant 9-8153 phone 
number applies until Oct. 3. 


Bene- | 


cide policy on increasing entrance 
fees for visiting American artists 
working in British vaude. 

British artists working in the 
States have to pay $60 for an 
AGVA ecard, while Americans only 
| have to pay $8.75 to join the VAF, 
and to bring the charges into line, 
ithe British Union had intended to 
raise its admission fee to $40. 

However, when Harry Richman 
was here recently, talks were be- 
gun on the basis of seeking a re- 
ciprocal agreement, and the VAF 
agreed to hold off on increased 


fees until Sept. 15, hoping in the, 


‘ST. L. NITERY CLOSED 


interim to hear from AGVA. 


AGVA Seeks Delay 
Hy Faine, ehairman of the Associ- 


° " . ' 
ated Actors and Artistes of America 
AGVA committee, declared that a 
communication had .been sent to| 


the VAF asking the organization to 
hold off action on this matter until 
the new board convened. 
stated that it was. originally 


thought that the new board would | 


be in session by Sept. 15. Date 
has since been pushed back to 
Nov. 1. 

Another AGVA spokesman de- 
iclared that it would be of greater 
| benefit to VAF members if that 
meets. AGVA toppers had ad- 
vocated working out a mutual in- 
terchangeability of union cards 


which would have permitted Brit- | 


ish acts to work in the U. S. with- 
out additional cost or at a nominal 
fee. As it is, the British union’s 


| action will work little hardship on 


American acts playing Britain, in- 
asmuch as most U. S. turns play- 
ing there are in the middle or up- 
per salary brackets, while majority 


of British performers in America 


are in the lower wage levels. 


Saranac Lake 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 21. 
Happy Benway, usual columnist, 
off on a 10-day furlough, with 
|Frank Hynes pinch-hitting during 
| his absence. 
| Ex-Rogerite Ciff Farmer and 
|wife, the former Stella May Peb- 
| bler, introducing their new baby to 
ithe gang. 
Arnold Drew, IATSE business 





|agent, and his frau, dropped in to 


visit Andrew Grainger. 

Paul Scop, comedian, back to 
New York, after visiting Mary Ma- 
son, who has’ been’ appointed 


switchboard operator at the Rogers. 


| Lodge sponsored a two day vaude- 
|ville show at the Town Hall last 
week. Affair was a sellout. 

Carl Kessler (Amazing Mr. Bal- 





to the State Fair at Malone. 


|Theatres in Camden, in to ogle 
Helen Pelechowicz, who is pro- 
| Sressing nicely. 
Hugo Morris stopped in at Will 
| Rogers to pay his respects to Rube 
Bernstein, who left the hit show 
“The Heiress” for a rest here and 
is ready to return to the Big City. 
With the summer doing a quick 
fadeout, and early morning frosts 
| turning all that was green to brown 
or red, Will Rogerites are trving to 
determine the champ of their favor- 
ite outdoor sport, croquet. The 
‘playoff includes Arthur Slattery vs. 
Bill (Decca) Lalis. Coming up, and 
not very far behind is Anne Rowe. 
(Write to those who are ill). 


union waits until the new board | 


petition, which asked for the con- 
fab in order to line up working 
conditions in the N. Y. jurisdic- 
tion. 

Shortly after the meeting.is held, 
it’s expected that the newly elected 
AGVA national board will meet. 
Tentative date for the board con- 
ference is Nov. 1. 

Results of the election are ex- 
pected sometime next week. Dead- 
line for AGVA ballots is Friday 
(24) and Honest Ballot Assn., con- 
ducting the election for, AGVA, 
will start tabulations immediately. 





AFTER FATAL SHOOTING 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 
Excise Commissioner Arthur 
Bader ordered the shuttering of 


~ | the Kitty Cat Club, as aftermath 
Faine | 


of the fatal shooting of Donald 
Tierney, 19, during a braw! Sept. 5. 

Tierney was shot in the head 
during the rew which occurred 


| when he and a companion objected 


to a stranger making advances to 
a young woman in Tierney’s party. 





Joan Barton pacted for Raleigh 


room of Warwick hotel, N. Y., 
Oct. 3. 














WALLY BOAG 


Currently 
VAL PARNELL’S 


“STARLIGHT ROOF” 


London Hippodrome 


“Excellent and original young co- 
median with a style of his own.” 
New Theatre. 


LONDON: 
Charles Tucker 


AMERICA: 
Mark J. Leddy 

















Ladies auxiliary of the Moose! 


lantine) and his frau motored over | 


AL and CONNIE FANTON 


2 Bombshelis of Rhythm 
IN 
TAPS 'N' TRICKS 
ALWAYS WORKING 
Week Sept. 23, Carman, Phila. 
Sept. 30, Oct. 1-2-3, Springfield 
Week Oct. 6, Olympia, Miami, Etc. 
BOOKED BY 


EDDIE HALSON 


1560 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
Telephone LO. 5-8757 
Can Use a Few More Reputable Acts i 

















George Goldsmith, with Warner 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL ‘how-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 
Send 10c for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstre! 
patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C€.0.D.'8 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. S4th Street, New York 19 




















MONTREAL HERALD—” 
Bobby Rollins’ show.”—Al Palmer 





America’s Newest Star Humorist! 


Bobby Rollins 


Held Over 25th Week 
AVALON CLUB, Ottawa, Canada 


. . « keeps his audience entertained. All in all it’s 


OTTAWA JOURNAL—"it’s @ laugh all the way through with Rollins.” 
OTTAWA CITIZEN—"He does everything—A night’s fun with Bob Rollins.” 


Direction—MAX TISHMAN, 1674 Broadway, New York City 


Closing Oct. 2 
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VAUDEVILLE 





Lack of Playing Time Causing H ‘eid 
Name Acts to Chill Vaudeville Dates 


Talent agencies are finding it dif- 
ficult to set enough vaude playing 
time to warrant assembling of 
name talent packages. Paucity of 
play-dates is said to be a direct 
result of the loss of six and a 

half weeks of playing time now 
tied up because of disputes with | 
various locals of the 
Federation of Musicians. 

Result is that virtually every 
house with stageshows is affected. 
Agencies report that they 
persuade film talent and name at- 
tractions to accept vaude dates 
because of uncertain playing time. 
House’ not directly involved in 
union disputes are consequently 
hit by the scarcity of top names. 

Houses currently involved in dis- 
putes with musicians’ locals 
the Earle, 
ley, Pittsburgh, both of the War- 
ner circuit; Circle, Indianapolis; 
Adams, Newark; Regal, Chicago; 
Palace, Akron; and the RKO, Bos- 
ton. With the exception of Akron, 
a split week, all generally play 
full week bills. 

Most of the union tiffs are a 
result of standby band squabbles. 
Chicago, Akron and Indianapolis 
controversies center around that 
point. The Adams, Newark, setto 
is a result of the union’s desire 
to raise sidemen’s salaries from 
$85 to $125 weekly. The Boston 


dispute stems from the union's de- | 
repped top names. 


sire to have the management com- 
mit itself to 10 consecutive weeks 


or 20 weeks within the year. RKO | 


feels that with the current paucity 
of suitable headliners it cannot go 
along on that score. 








cannot | 


are | 
Philadelphia and Stan- 














HELENE and. HOWARD 


Currently 
CHICAGO THEATRE 
CHICAGO 
Dir. MATTY ROSEN 





000 in 














WILLIE 
SHORE 


Latin Quarter 
New York 











Fete Chester, Russell 


London, Sept. 21. 
Comedian Bud Flanagan is in 
charge of the Chester-Russell night 
| Sunday (26) at the Savoy hotel. 


American | Erne Chester is being honored on 


his birthday, while Fred Russell is 
being honored for his work with 
the Grand Order of Water Rats. 

Russell, a ventriloquist for many 
years, is father of Val 
managing director of 


the Moss 


| Empire theatres. 


‘Statler Chain’s Switch 





To Band Policy Nips 
Take of Major Agcys. 


Toughest blow to the cafe de- 


;partments of major talent agencies 


is last week’s decision of the Stat- 
ler hotel chain to drop shows and 
go in for a dance band policy. De- 
cision affects more than $1,000,000 
annual expenditure for name acts 
and hits the big offices particularly 
hard. 

Statler chain has had a name 
policy, bulk of which was supplied 
by William Morris agency and 
Music Corp. of America. They 
bought from indies when latter 


hotels 
hotels in Boston, Buff- 
Detroit, St. Louis | 


Among the 
the Statler 
alo, Cleveland, 
and Washington. 


CAFE DE PARIS, LONDON, 





_ REOPENS NEXT MONTH 


‘London, Sept. 21. 
Onetime favorite London nitery, | 
the Cafe de Paris, which was 
blitzed in 1941 with heavy casual- | 
ties, is scheduled to reopen mid- 
October. Spot has been taken over 
by Mecca Cafes who already con- 
trol chain of danceries and cafes. 
In line with their policy of en- 


/couraging new talent, company is 


engaging two new bands, each of 
eight pieces. 
Colburn and Kerison. 

Mecca Cafes have spent $100,- 
refurnishing, and aim to 
post top-ranking cafe entertainers 
for the spot. 


Rolls’ N. Y. Roxy Date 





Rolly Rolls is due to return to | 


the U. S. on the Queen Elizabeth, | 


/tomorrow (22). 


He'll open at the Roxy theatre, | 


N. Y., Oct. 14. 
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MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


BACK AT THE 


PENTHOUSE CLUB 


| NEW YORK 
indefinitely | 














Parnell, | 


affected are | 


Leaders are George | 


Montand for Versailles 


Paris, Sept. 21. 


Clifford Fischer, theatrical agent, 
|has signed Yves Montand, French 
chanteur, for an engagement at the 


Versailles, N. Y., next May. 


Montand will come to the U. S. 
after doing a part in a Paris mu- 
sical comedy. 


Ontario Fair 
Best in Years 


London, Ont., Sept. 21. 

For the first time in its 80-year 
history, the Western Fair drew 
more than a quarter million to the 
postwar revival of Western On- 
| tario’s biggest outdoor exhibition. 
All reported the fair was the big- 
gest ever at Queen’s Park, which 
during the war was used by the 
Canadian Army. 

Following immediately after the 
Canadian National Exhibition at 
| Toronto, the showing was reported 
|to be outstanding. Grosses at grand- 
|stand shows; midway and gate are 
not yet available. Grandstand show 
was handled by George A. Hamid, 
of New York. There were only 
three performances when the 8,500- 
seat grandstand was not soldout. 
| There were matinee and evening 
performances for the six days. 

Conklin Bros., Brantford, Ont., 
are reported to have pacted the 
midway for the next five years. 
| They said business was “better 
| than ever before at the Fair.’ 
| Total adimissions through the | 
| gates this year were 264,634 against | 
| 127,405 in 1939, one of its biggest | 
| years. 
| The fair serves an area compris- 
ing of 14°counties, recognized as 








|one of the richest agricultural dis- | 


tricts in Canada, with a population 
of over a 1,000,000. 

The grandstand show was di- 
|rected by Lee Barton Evans. The | 
|Roxyettes featured the presenta- 
tion. Sylvana and Roberto Zac- 
|chini show-stoppers with their 
climactic act of being shot out of 
ithe cannon together. Three 
retts and the Great Astor 
outstanding aerial acts. Comedy 
'was provided by the Gaudsmith 
Bros. French poodles and _ the 
Theron troupe bicycle act. Cappy 
Barsa, harmonica player, was mas- 
ter of ceremonies, Ben Yost’s Var- 
sity Co-eds, Reg Kheo 


|under Martin Boundy contributed 
the music. 


Fireworks offered a spectacular | 


finish to the show. 


RICKARD NAMED HEAD 
OF FISHER AGENCY 





| The estate of the late Arthur | 


Fisher last week named Al Rickard 

to head the Fisher booking agency. 
/Terms of pact call for Rickard 
to receive a Salary increase, as 
well as participation deal on all 
theatre and cafe business brought 
into agency by him. 


, settled since Fisher’s death. His 
widow is the chief beneficiary of 
the estate, sharing in the booking 
agency, Park theatre, Union City, 


which was operated by Fisher in, 


partnership with Charles Moses, 


|verne, L. I. 


Bar- | 
were | 


marimba | 
band. London Tech Concert Band | 


Status of agency had been un-— 


and a package liquor store in Mal- 





Jan Rubini Due Back 


Johannesburg, Sept. 14. 
Jan Rubini, U. S. vaude violinist, 
sailed today for the United States 





dated theatres. While in South 
Africa, Rubini was guest conduc- 
tor at the Consolidated houses and 
staged violin presentations as 
well as shows with locai talent. 
Rubini also gave a concert at the 
Johannesburg City Hall conducting 
the combined symphony and radio 
broadcasting orchestras. 
Rubini arrives in N. Y. 
African Dawn Oct. 5. 


La Martinque, N.Y., Sold; 


New Owners Talking Deal 
With Gypsy Rose Lee 


La Martinique, N. Y., taken over 
by a syndicate who assigned Monte 
Gardner to manage the spot, is 
dickerjng with Gypsy Rose Lee to 
head the initial show late October. 
Deal is expected to be finalized 
this week. It would be her first 
N. Y. cafe date in many years. 

Deal for La Martinique was con- 
cluded between Dario and Gardner 
last week. Reports are that Dario 
| got $40,000 for the lease plus addi- 
‘tional sum for the cafe’s assets. 
La Martinique name will be con- 
tinued by the new owners. 


COAST AGVA NIXES AM 


on the 





| 





| Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
| Florine Bale, 

| for the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists, tossed a monkey wrench 


into National Theatres’ plans for 


a nationwide “Talent Quest,” 
| which is slated to wind up with a 
| week’s appearance of the finalists 
|'on the stage of Grauman’s Chinese 
theatre. A letter to Charles P. 
| Skouras, NT prexy, said it “will 
not tolerate amateurs on the stage 
(of any theatre” where their ap- 
pearance is designed to boost the 
| boxoffice receipts. 

NT’s “Stars of Tomorrow” con- 
test, originally scheduled to start 
next month has been postponed 


| for publicity. 





LU 
Mac Perrin, formerly with Fred 
Waring, opens next Tues. (28) on 
his own at Garrison’s, N. Y. He 
oes a piano-singing act. 


4 
. 


SHOWS IN NT HOUSES 







western director 


until January to permit more time | 


AGVA Enlists 4A’s Aid to Adjust 
Jurisdictional Dispute With Petrillo 


American Federation of Labor 
president William Green has nixed 
the proposal by the American 


| Guild of Variety Artists that he in- 


tercede in the vaude union’s tiff 


aie o thie af Abies Canal | with James C. Petrillo, head of the 


| American Federation of Musicians. 


Issue is Petrillo’s recall of a long 
standing verbal agreement where- 
by musicians who perform as sing- 
ers or dancers in a floor or thea- 
tre show, must join AGVA.,. 
Petrillo, it’s charged, recently ab- 
rogated that agreement when he 


forbade musicians to join any 
other union without his permis- 
sion. 


Green suggested that George 
Heller, acting chairman of the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, get together with the 
Musicians chief, before asking for 
AFL intercession. 

Tiff started several months ago 
when Ina Ray Hutton, then ap- 
pearing at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., as a bandleader-singer, was 
asked to join AGVA. AGVA 
pointed out to the AFM that inas- 
much as the AFM demands: that 
performers join the musicians 
union if they performed part of 
their act on an instrument, AGVA 
should get the same consideration 


| when musicians performed. 


After Petrillo ruled that musi- 
cians may not join another union 
without his permission, the 4A’s 
chairman sought Green’s help in 
the matter. 

Petrillo has not yet replied to 
the 4A’s request for a meeting. 












GOVERNOR 


JIMMIE 
DAVIS 


and Band 
es 
Currently: 


NATIONAL THEATRE 
: weyers Kentucky 
- 









Management: 


MITCHELL J. HAMILBURG 


2OKeO Dy 


HARRY A. en 


38 EF S74 














Currently 


CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 





AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






Personal Direction—ED KiIRKEBY 
2908 RKO Building, New York 20, N. Y. 


RCA 
VICTOR 
FAVORITES © 


Circle 6-9366 












































in Person 


JOE E. HOWARD 


NOW Achieving the Biggest Success by a Single Artist, Ever to Appear at the 


ROXY, New York 


Also on His Own Program 


JOE HOWARD’S GAY NINETIES 


WJZ Television Every Wednesday Night, 8 O'Clock, Channel 7 


Watch for His New Show, “THE LOST LOVE SONG’—an Irish Play with Book by Frank 
R. Adams, Music by Joe E. Howard, Will Soon Hit Broadway with an All-Star Cast 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 22, 1948 





Le Direetoire. N. ¥. 

Compagnons de la Chanson (9), 
Pearl Bailey, The Szonyis (2). Ted 
Straeter’s orch, Gringo and Hts 
Brazilians; $4-$5 minimum. 

A vear ago the Compagrons de 
la Chanson (“Companions | of 
Song”) mide their American debut 
as a vocal background for Edith 
Piaf’s variety revue at the Play- 
house, N. Y., almost stealing the 
thunder from the petite French 
chanteuse. That date was the 
springboard for their branching 
out in this country. At Le Direc- 
toire they're heading the bill, and 
rightly so. With all due respect to 
the talents of Pear! Bailey and the 
Szonvis, the bill’s other perform 
ers, there’s hardly anything on the 
same layout that could follow them 
They re smash 

Stressing a gamin-like quality in 
their singing and selling. while act 
ing out the_r lvric story-telling a la 
Kay Thompson and the Williams 
Bros., the Compagnons are one of 
the most refreshing acts to come 
from France since the postwar tal- 
ent invasion. They're on here for 
about a half-hour with items that 
are typically and earthily French; 
vet, one needn't know the lan- 
guage to fully avpreciate what 
thev’re doing or singing 

Their initialer is a highly amus- 
ir? lyric about a French servant 
who hides her boyfriend in a 
breadbox when the padre calls on 
her, and how weeks later the boy- 
friend is feund devoured by rats 
in the breadbox. Then there's one 
about a girl in the well: a tragic 
chanson about a soldier’s girl and 
his mother: and a humorous num- 
ber about two dueling Frenchmen. 
Their “Clare de Lune” parody Is 
vproarious. with the American jazz 
bond takeoff especially laugh-get- 
tir? 

They're all neatly dressed in 
dark trousers, with open-at-the- 
throat shirts. Thev can play any 
ni~htspot in America. 

Pear! Bailey. with those fluttery 
hands as she goes through her song 
novelties, is another click in her 
helf-doven or so numbers, and she 
had trouble vetting away from the 
ovening-right mob. Her “Row Row 
Row” and “Tired” are still among 
her bests. Miss Bailey has a sharp, 
droll com2dy sense, though occa- 
sionally she's inclined to overtalk 
on her asides. but by and large 
there’s ne questioning her savvy. 

The Svenyis are reviewed more 
*ex'ensively under New Acts. 

Ted Straeter’s band is still a tip- 
top aggregation for the straight 
customer daucing, and also for the 
show, with the personable maestro 
neatly handling the introductions 
and the pianistics. Gringo and his 
Brazilians are the danceable 
rhumba-samba outfit. Kahn. 


Empire Beem. Chi 
(PALMER. HOUSE) 
Chicago, Sept. 17. 
Griff Williams Orch (15). Rob- 
ert Lamouret, D’Angelo & Vanya, 
Stan Fisher, Merriel Abbott Dan- 
cers (105; mintonum $3.50, cover 


$1. 


Revues here for the past 15 
years under the direction of Mer- 
riel Abbott have followed a suc- 
cessfu] pattern. She uses the same 
bands, a European act, and her 


line as the bas’ of all Empire 


Room shows. However, balance of 
acts. and well-trained line numbers, 
have brought a steady trade that 
has made spot one of best paying 
hotel rooms in the country. 

Robert Lamouret, ventro, star of 
current show, is a French import. 
His oversized dummy duck side- 
kick, gets in few remarks, the 
laughs coming from the double- 
takes that the Ubangi-lipped fowl 
gives the French comic in the ques- 
tion and answer session. After a 
French version of “My Man” comic 
sweeps the duck-into his arms and 
tangoes across the room. Closer 
with the dummy slapping lather 
across Lamouret’s face as he sings 
“Figaro” gets plenty laughs. 

D'Angelo and Vanva,. ballroom 
team, impart warmth throughout 
their original routines Femme is 
lush blonde. garbed in tight-fitting 
black satin gown. While all their 
numbers are based on popular 
tunes. couple contrib unusual rou- 
tines to such tunes as “Embrace 
Me.” “Speak Low.” “Holiday For 
Strings” and “Tico-Tico.” 

Stan Fisher, vouthful harmonica 
plaver, makes a strong impression 
with a line of chatter plus his work 
on the mouth organ. He flourishes 
effectively through “Poet and 
Peasant.” “Malaguena.”’ Rouman- 
jan Rhapsody” and “Bolero.” 

Griff Williams orch makes its 
12th appearance in this room. Ac- 
cent is on the sax and violin ar- 
rangements which bring out the 
dancers to crowd the floor. * Wil- 
liams doesn't vlay many current 
pops. preferr’ ‘ to stick to” the 
standards. Hi- ° »9k is heavy with 
such favorites a, “All the Things 
You Are.” “Please.” “Stars Felli on 


. cet Bh See Pee ss | Pra a 


Alabama.” 
Bob Kirk, who doubles from the 
sax section, and discloses a full- 
voiced baritone, Wally King on 
novelty selections, and the Carroll 


'sisters. who with two members of 


the band, form the Carroll-Aires 
quartet fj 

Merriel Abbott dancers get nice 
returns for their “Can-Can,” 
dressed in tight-fitting bodices, 
flaring petticoats and poke bon- 
nets. 

However, opener, an interpretive 
dance, done to the gackground of 
“Fire Dance” is over-long and 
could be quickened in pace. Griff 
Williams orch also does excellent 
job on backgrounding. Zabe. 


Cafe Soe. Downtown. N.Y. 

Dave Martin Orch (4), Avon 
Long? Nellie Lutcher; $3.50 maint 
nun 

Nellie Lutcher is making a 10- 
week return to the spot where, a 
year ago, she made quite an im- 
pression with her peculiar brand 
of jive singing. With such record- 
ing hits as “Real Gone Guy” and 
“Hurry on Down” to her credit, 
among other, the buxom colored 
gal. has an unique appeal with her 
special-material numbers on which 
she accomps herself on the piano 

Miss Lutcher is an always-inter- 
esting personality as she pounds 
away at the 88's. Her style is such, 
however, that it’s often difficult to 
understand introductions and _ lyr- 
ics. but that’s all part of-her lively 
approach to her work. She loses 
herself ing it and often gives the 
idea she’s performing for herself 
as much as for the customers. 

Miss Lutcher generally follows 
the repertoire of her Capitol Rec- 
ord hits, using only rhythm accom- 
paniment to beat out the standard 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (her 
latest disk), “Let Me Love You To- 
night,” “Hurry on Down,” “Real 
Gone Guy,” etc. They're all tried 


items and they set up a customer | 


reaction that keeps her on more 
than 30 minutes. 

The rest of the bill comprises 
the holdover Aven Leng, with his 
seng-danee impressions of ballet- 
like quality, and Dave Martin's 
orch (4). Kahn. 


Slapsv Maxie’s. * A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 

Phil Foster, Lillian Roth, Shirley, 
Sharon & Wanda, Roland Dupree, 
Dick Stabile’s Orch (12); Tony 
Martincz Rhumband (5); mtni- 
mum, $3.50 weeknights, $4 week- 
ends. 

Finding a bill that could success- 
fully follo the smash Dean Mar- 
tin-Jerry Lewis stand here. looked 
like a tough chore, but the Devore 
Freres made the grade. Latest lay- 
,out in a long line of smar_ book- 
,ings. effectively co-star Phil Foster 
and Lillian Roth. 

Foster, first comic to do a repeat 
since the Devores took over the 
spot a year ago, justifies his return 
booking. He’s got an easy air and 
a knack o. making his characteri- 
zations come to life with a shrug 
or an intonation. More a humorist 
than a regular nitery comic, he 
draws a barrage of laughs even 
with some of his more familiar 
material. Foster has added some 
‘new routines since he showed here 
about eight months ago and all to 
the good. And to prove he’s a 
genuinely funny guy. he seizes on 
‘situations to earn extra vocks. 

Sharing the spotlight, and vir- 
| tually stealing the show, is Lillian 
Roth. This date is her second lo- 
cally sive. she started back along 
the comeback trail. With this book- 
|ing. she cinches her right to be 
regarded as a topnotch nitery at- 
traction. Attractively gowned. with 
a wealth of personality and know- 
how, she yocks across her numbers 
with ease to tremendous returns. 
Stint is well-paced. current and 


special-material stuff being deftly , 


mixed with reprises of her vester- 
year clicks. It’s a great job. and a 
heart-warming one. And Miss Roth 
proves to anvone concerned that 
she’s not only a bof?f bistro bet at 
the moment, she is. and should be. 
a potent possibility for a musi- 
comedy lead. 

Shirley. Sharon and Wanda. girl 
acroterp team, gets the bill off to 
a fast start with some neat rou- 
tining that wins a ready hand. One 
number done while legs are mana- 
cled to each other and another 
done to skip rope are sure-fire. 
Rounding out the bill is dancer 
Roland Dupree. making his nitery 
bow Laa shows promise despite 
opening night tension, but routin- 
ing could stand more originality. 

Slapsy’s music perennial Dick 
Stabile is still on hand for a spot 
of show emceeing and batoning his 
crew in = showbacking and_ terp 
chores. He does an _ ali-around 
good job, as attested to by con- 
sistent holdovers, and the band 
now has a coast-to-coast remote. 
Latunes are supplied by the Tony 
Martinez combo. Kap. 


Vocals are done by. 


Le Raban Bleu, N. Y.- 

Connie Sawyer, Paul Villard, 
Fletcher & Sheidy, Gigi Durston, 
Normann Paris (3), Julius Monk; 
$3 and $4 minimum. 


With Tony Mele’s son now at the 
door, directly handling the room, 
and Julius Monk, longtime emcee 
here, back to officiate similarly in 
addition to his piano interludes, 
the class room atop Theodore’s 
restaurant on East 56th street has 
one of the best talent lineups in 
its steady career. This spot, along 
with the Blue Angel, are the pace- 
makers in the so-called = “pro- 
gressive entertainment policy 
boites, and while the Herbert 
Jacoby-Max Gordon spot has a 
larger talent budget than here, 
both maintain a quality parity that 
is noteworthy. 

Keynote of all these intime 
boites is the cohesive impact ol 
the three or four acts that they 
whip up. Show runs about 90 
minutes, with suitable interludes 
between each act for reordering. 
and are very fetching windup spots 
for the non-dancing type of trade 
The -parlor entertainment § aura 
helps accentuate certain values, 
and it's difficult for acts to look 
bad in this environment. By the 
same token good acts look better. 

Connie Sawyer is an @xample of 
the latter. The “Hilarities” come- 
dienne has come along fast since 
she first showed at Cafe Society 
Downtown, N. Y., some 18 months 
back. She has played down the 
mugging and body contortions, 
although when used to punctuate 
her routines it’s very effectual. Also 
uncorks a good set of special song 
material that clicks all the way. 
Her style is bigtime and the com- 
parison to Charlotte Greenwood or 
Eve Arden is intended to be any- 
thing but odorous. Actually it’s 
her blonde good iooks coupled with 
a fine sense of comedy values that 
merchandise best. Her routines 
on Macy’s, the folk singers, Ipana- 
Calvert, et al., are standout. Doub- 
ling from the Morey Amsterdam 
vaude-revue last week (“Hilarities”’ 
has since folded), she evidences her 
double-threat capabilities onstage 
or in cafes. She bespeaks of much 
future promises as a legit comedi- 


'enne. 


Like Miss Sawyer, the rest of the 
show are returners save Gigi Dur- 
ston (New Acts), band singer gone 
single. Paul Villard is back with 
his Bogart mien, nautical air and 
salty lyrics. Some of the*doggerels 
go a bit overboard, but in a “sophis- 
ticated”’ boite of this calibre that’s 
considered okay. Fact is that Vil- 
lard looKs menacingly handsome; 
his airs to self-accordion accom- 
paniment are all of the sea chanty 
genre; and he makes a highly po- 
tent interlude. 

Fletcher & Sheidy are the Yale 
boys who are pleasant if not po- 
tent, but in a room like this they 
seemingly have sufficient to war- 
rant engagement. Team in the 
meantime played a Montreal bistro 
and are seemingly intent on leav- 
ing their Roxy ushering jobs be- 
hind—or so the story goes. Jack 
Fletcher is the tall redhead who 
does the mugging takeoffs on film 
stars, nitery customers, magazine 
covers and the like, while partner 
Bill Sheidy stands laconically at 
the mike to emcee and “interpret” 
the satirical impressions. Undoubt- 
edly socko in the parlor and intime 
bistros like Le Ruban Bleu they 
should extend and embellish with 
a couple of really punchy high- 
lights if they're to progress. As it 
happens they're doing the same 


‘stuff now as on their pro debut 
jearlier in the year. 


Julius Monk, after a summer at 
Cape Cod, has returned to emcee. 
And the Normann Paris Trio con- 
tinues doing a tiptop job with 
their own specialties and the rhyth- 
mic accomps; combo comprises 
Paris at the ivories with string bass 
and guitar «rhythm = support. 

Abel 


(Cotillien Reom. N. Y. 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 

Roberto & Alicia. Walton & 
O'Rourke, Charles Reader Orch. 
featuring Ken Morley, Van Simith’s 
Latin Rhythms: no cover, $3 and 
$4 meinimiwm, 

This marks maestro-regisseur 
Charles Reader's third season at 
the Hotel Pierre's Cotillion Room 
and fittingly he brought back Rob- 
erto & Alicia, who debuted with 
him in °46. Reader, both as talent- 
buyer and emcee-bandleader for 
the spot. made a wise choice not 
only. with the Puerto Rican gypsv 
flamenco t an. but also in bringing 
back Walton & O'Rourke, perhaps 
the No. 1 puppet act playing the 
class nitery and vaudery circuits. 

Two-man.combo are consummate 
showmen. They have an artistry 
about their manikins. which they 
design themselves, that matches 
their ‘string-manipulations. The 
designs of the dowager dame at 
the Met ‘suspected as being born 
not a little of a recent Met Opera 
episode), the colored Lazybones 


' manikin, the wench with predi-| 


lections for bumps, ete., are as ef- 
fective as the showmanship values | 
which project their routines. The 
boys are articulate in other re- 
spects, matching the visible ma- 
nipulations of their puppets with 
good small talk, sound effects, and 
the like. The jungle rhythm evo-, 
lution is a strong finale, but the 
real topper-offer is the way they 
work the tables with their “love- 
birds,” presenting small favors to 
the femmes. 

Roberto & Alicia utilize good 
silhouette lighting to effectively 
present their numbers, following 
the “Fire Dance” opener. In_ be- 
tween the authentic flamenco stuff 
they sandwich a South American 
jitterbug routine that makes for 
a bright ‘nterlude. 

Per usual, Reader paces his 
shows well. He has a new featured 
vocalist in Ken Morley; his former 
chirper, Stanley Worth, having 
graduated into maestroing his own 
unit in the Pierre’s Cafe Grill. Van 
Smith continues with tie Latin 
sets, the maestro being particu- 
larly clicko at the ivories. New 
maitre d’ in the room is Francois 
(Frank), long at the Waldcrf, suc- 
ceeding Jack, who went abroad 
this summer and seemingly stayed 
on. Abel. 


Latin Quarier., Boston 
Boston, Sept. 13. 
Jackie Miles, Yvette, Buster Bur- 
rell, Wally Wanger Girls (8), 
Jack Edwards’ orch.: $3.00 mint- 
ewan 


Mickey Redstone’s Latin Quar- 
ter, only bigtime nitery in the 
Hub, debutted Sunday night (12) 
with a sock layout, capacity biz 
and plenty of prospects for a good 
fall season in view of the virtual 
certainty of the World Series here 
in October. 

Show tees off with a Wanger 
production featuring the’ eight 
showgals with Buster Burrell doing 
the vocals. 

Yvette, song stylist. starts off 
with a few so-so numbers, finally 
hitting her stride in “The Last 
Time I Saw Paris.” A _ special 
number, “In a Cozy “Little Cottage” 
dicn’t take too well. but she 
clicked in “Don't Smoke in Bed” 
and her theme song, a French 
tune. 

Jackie Miles. one of the top 
draws in the Hub, worked a solid 
60 minutes in his opener, wowing 
the capacity house with an incred- 
ible assortment of stories. charac- 
terizations and ad libs. Finished 
with his w.k. “‘Honevsuckle Rose” 
and had to beg off. Music by Jack 
Edwards orch is neatly tailored for 
the spot, with Edwards also click- 
ing on vocals. Elie. 

Raleigh Room. N. Y. 

(WARWICK HOTEL) 

Jan August Orch (4), Ann Hath- 
away, Gene Marvey: no minimum, 
$1.50 cover weekends. 





In previous seasons the policy 
of the Raleigh Room was generally 
confined to a trio or similar small 
musical unit. With the room’s fall 
unveiling last Wed. (15) comes a 
switch, for besides the pianisties 
of Jan (“Misirlou”) August, the 
vocal department is pointed up by 
Singers Ann Hathajvay and Gene 
Mi rvey. 

Atmosphere is an intimate one 
now, in keeping with the limited 
size of the room and the Raleigh’s 
choice of talent proves a happy 
one. August is easy to listen to 
either in ’88ing his eclassie “Misir- 
low” or fingering “You Can’t Be 
True. Dear” and others in the 
same vein. His is a quick. staceato | 
style. accentuated by occasional 
flourishes in the treble. Other in- 
Strumentation including bass, gui- 
tar and drums. merely provides 
accompaniment to set off August's 
pianology. 

An eye-filling dish whose visual 
assets are wisely stressed bv a 
strapless blue gown, Miss Hatha- 
wav tends to be a torcher of the 
old school. Does a quartet of num- 
bers in deep, sultry tones. She en- 
dows her songs with an intense. 
dramatic quality. especially in her 
version of “I'm Going Home to 
Joe.” While her warbling is in- 
clined to be a bit too throaty at 
times, gal projects well. 

Tenor Marvey is fresh~from a 
concert tour of large auditoriums 
with Sigmund Romberg. While this 
is his first experience with an in- 
time nitery. he makes the transi- 
tion with little difficultv. As his 
initial number he uses a novelty. 
“It's Greit to See You.” whose 
Ivrics extend a welcome to the 
customers. It’s an okay idea but 
a trifle too long. Handles “House 
Is Haunted” for a nice dramatic 
effect and also does two operatic 
numbers for an overall good re- 
ception. A versatile warbler. he 
makes a well-poised appearance in 
formal attire. 

Also rating a nod is pianist Tony 
Aless (ex-Woody Herman) who ac- 
comps Marvey and Miss Hathaway 
and plays during intermissions. 

Gilb. | 


| Through -it all 


| were the vogue but 
'nothing more than _ nostal¢ia-stir- 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
John Buckmaster, Louise How. 
ard, Aileen Stanley, Jr; Delta 
Rhythm Boys (5), Ellis Larkin 

Trio, Stuart Ross; $3 minimum. 





For a standard intime operation 
there is certainly no more success- 
ful bistro of its sort than the Blue 
Angel with its always discriminat- 
ing selection of talent stressing the 
novel. Current bill, headed by 
John Buckmaster, ushers in the 
new season here, after a summer 
closing, and the layout is par for 
this eastside operation. It has va- 
riety, with the accent on comedy; 
it is generally good entertainment. 

Buckmaster remains, as always, 
an indefatigable craftsman at 
subtle comedy, the British-born 
performer rollicking the sophisti- 
cated cliertele that frequents this 
spot. With his clipped British ac- 
cent and blond, good looks, he has 
a varied routine of excellent mate- 
rial that ranges from a takeoff on 
polite English society, through a 
restaurant number, a German- 
British soldier war-routine and a 
dialectic French-family bit. 
Buckmaster sus- 
tains a sharp comedy pace _ that 
never relents. He’s the sort of 
performer who would be an asset 
to any intimate revue. 

Louise Howard supplies the dis- 
taff part of the comedy, doing as- 
sorted routines of song and im- 
pressions that show she has a com- 
edy flair and yet, at the same time, 
a need for material. Her assorted 
satires are mostly run-of-the-mill, 
though Miss Howavwd is an enter- 
prising young comedienne’ who 
keeps punching all the way. 

Aileen Stanley, Jr., is a protegee 
(though no blood kin) of Aileen 
Stanley, rhythm-singing vaude 
headliner’ of the ‘20s. The elder 
Miss Stanley has taught the young- 
er one all her former routines, 
gestures ‘'n’ all. The voungster has 
a refreshing quality, and much of 
the physical and vocal resemblance 
of the mentor, but the corn-selling 
ef 20-odd years ago is something 
that under ordinary circumstances 
can’t do as well new. There is no 
attempt to deviate from this tvpe 
of corn in the youngster’s projec- 


|tion, with tae result that the newer 


generation of patrons is liable to 
be just confused in what the 
youngster is trving to preject.§ It 
would seem almost like a satire on 
this type of rhythm warbling were 
it not for the fact that Miss Stan- 
lev does it all so straight. 

She is doing such standards as 
“T’ll Be in Virginia in the Morn- 
ing.” “Mv Best Gal.” “Old Man 
of the Mountain.” “Tonicht’s Mv 
Night With Baby” and “Hey Hey.” 
all done with the same corny ges- 
tures that a quarter-century ago 
todav are 


ring for the oldsters. And don’t 
look now, but there are few nostal- 
gic oldsters to be seen in the 
saloons these days. There is no 
critidism of the singing, because 
Miss Stanley does have a cute wav 
of going over and the type of 


irhythm voice to sell these songs: 


it’s just that it’s too corny (while 
done straicht, at that) to become 
novel all over again. 

The Delta Rhvthm Bovs. of 
course, are standard by now. and 
it’s when they go into their rhvthm 
numbers that they excel. Their 
piece de, of course, is “Walls of 
Jericho” and thev really make a 
productior out of it. 

Fllis Larkin instrumental trio. 
and Stuart Ross at the pier take 
over the dull periods. Kahn. 


Biltmore Bowl. L. A. 
(BILTMORE HOTEL) 
. Los Angeles. Sept. 17. 
Pinky Lee, John Laurenz. Gloria 
LeRoy, Stuart Moraan Dancers 
(4).Jan Garber’s Orch (13): cover 
$1, $1.50 weekends. 





As the oily downtown hotel spot 
that means anything, entertain- 
ment-wise, the Bowl attracts a 
gZood percentage of visiting fire- 
men along with its regular repeat- 
er trade. Operator Joe Faber, how- 
ever. makes no effort to kowtow 
to visitors’ tastes. cannilv booking 
solid lavouts that please his regu- 
lars. As result, some of them 
see the same show several times. 
and still like it, 

Current bill is typical of the 
shows Faber assembles. It’s. well- 
knit and fast and packs a hefty 
entertainment wallop in what 
seems like a short 60 minutes. 

Headlining is Pinky Lee. last 
seen in a local niterv when he 
spent some 34 weeks at the Floren- 
tine Gardens. defunct. An energet- 
ic clown. Lee draws laughs con- 
stantly. He works easilv, blending 
smooth timing with deft panto- 
mime and using sharp material. 
We earns hefty returns and scores 
anew with his familiar “Pinky Lee 
Story.” Diminutive comic is a sure 
fire crowd pleaser. 

_ Mercury disk star John Lauren’ 

is another quick click in his stir 

here. Possessed of a robust voic 
{Continued on page 45) 
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Bilamore Bowl, L. A. 
and smooth delivery, 
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i seeeaniememninteeieeen ae ee 
Some of the headliners at the Sa- 


he offers a|vannah have played that spot and 


half-a-dozen tunes to score heavily, | Clarence Robinson, who produced 


Ro'itining is ‘smartly paced. 


the Zanzibar displays, is in charge 


Comedienne Gloria Le Roy, fea- of production here. He’s given spot 


tured ir the recent George White 
“Scandals,” also at the Florentine 
bv the way, repeats her successful 
routines here. Best is her “Sabre 
Dance” takeoff and a difficult con- 
tortionist finale. Opening the show 
are the Stuart Morgan dancers, 
who get the layout off to an ex- 
citing start with smash stuff. It’s 
a table-pounding return that they 
get and they deserve it. 

Opening right found Rudy Vallee, 
wh»? spotted Pinky Lee on the air, 
down to pay his respects. One-time 
Vagabond Lover got out on the 
floor for just a “hello,” but stayed 


| 


| However, 


a six-girl line. 


The Savannah is a comparatively | C 


small-seater and first impressions 
are that it cannot ordinarily sup- 
port a show of bigtime dimensions. 


the reduced ialent salaries preva- 
lent these days. 
The cafe is tastefully decored 


| with a comparatively simple motif 
|in soft co_ors te catch the spirit 


to deliver a fine comedy monolog | 


and give out with “The Whiffen- 
poof Song” and “The _ Stein 
Song.” Th? crowd loved it—and 
it wouldn’t be surprising if Vallee 
turned up as a nitery single. He’s 
got plenty of crowd appeal and 
kr ws how to handle himself. 


Jan Garber crew, now rounding | 
‘unfortunately stymied by a mike 


out a year here, grows in popu- 
larity daily. It’s an easy, danceable 
musie that th . dish and both the 
juves and a.k.’s head for the floor 
on the downbeat. Garber emcees 
while the band backs the show 
and does a good job in an easy, 
affable manner. Kap. 


China Doll. N. Y. 
Noro Morales Orch (16), Jose 
Curbelo Orch (13), Joe Wong & 
Co., Kanazawas (4), Beatrice Fung 

Ove, Line (7); minimum $3. 


While basically an Oriental 
nitery, the China Doll assumed an 
international flavor last Thurs. 
(16) when its new show. un- 
wrapped the rhumba bands of 
Noro Morales and Jose Curbelo 
plus the standard Jap tumbling 
turn of the Kanazawas as well as 
two Chinese warblers and the Chi- 
nese gal line. Then, of course, 
there’s Irish boniface Tom Ball. 

Booking of the rotund Morales 
along with Curbelo is a smart 


move, for last week’s strong busi- | 


is being 
Broadway 


ness showed that trade 
lured from’ nearby 
rhumbarenas. 
tern is the floor show. Line of 
seven Oriental gals opens the lay- 
out and later its production num- 
bers are sandwiched between the 
varied turns. 

An unbilled Chinese lad’s tepid 
terping follows the ponies. Kanaza- 
was, on after a ballet number from 
the line, would have made a 
punchier beginning. Despite a low 
ceiling in this basement bistro 
they’re not visibly affected in their 
time-honored risley barrel rolling 
Stint. Two of the lads, per usual, 
rotate the kegs with their feet from 
a prone position on a raised plat- 
form. For a closer, the partners 


are somersaulted in the same man- ‘The outfit 


ner for solid returns. 

Joe Wong, a vet comic, was in- 
troed as fresh from Ken Murray’s 
“Blackouts” in Hollywood. Clad in 
a long gown — typical of native 
Chinese raiment—he clicks with 
impressions of Bing Crosby and 
the Ink Spots. However, his corny 
Zags might well be eliminated in 
favor of fresher stuff. Has a 
stooge, Prince Gum Loe, whom he 
describes as his brother. Latter 
plays several wacky instruments 
for fair sa'vos. 

Entire company is on stage for 
the finale. Beatrice Fung Ove 
(New Acts) chirps the appropriate 
“Mountain High, Valley Low” for 
a good response. Curbelo’s orch 
backs the show. Both the former’s 
outfit and that of Morales are well 
Zrooved for the rhumbaddicts. 
China Doll's five air shots weekly 
on Mutual is another hypo for a 

olicy which Ball was told wouldn't 
ast three weeks when he took over 
the spot (nee La Conga) a couple 
years ago. Gilb. 


Savannah Club. N. Y. 

Howell & Bowser, Ida James, 
Tops & Wilda, Hot -Shots (2), 
Natya & Nata Raja, Phullis Branch, 
Lou Dixon Orch (5). Clarence Rob- 
inson Line (6); $3.50 minimum. 


Harlemesque.entertainment that 
during the Prohibition era filled 
the uptow cabarets, is being re- 
Vived in the Village. There hasn’t 
een an exclusively major Negro 
Operation in this Bohemian section 
of town since the Kit-Kat folded 
many years ago, although the Vil- 
lage Vanguard and Cafe Society 
Downtown have frequently had all- 
Negro bills, but there’s no con- 
Sistent policy in that direction in 
those spots. 

_.The Savannah, located on the 
Site of the former Club 66, is now 
attempting a sepia policy. The 
show is virtually a carbon of those 
that apneared at the midtown 
before latter folded. 


Zanzibar, 


of area for which it’s named. The 
colors give a greater illusion of 
space and provide a restful atmos- 
phere. 

The opening night’s show need- 
ed considerable tightening, but 
showed indications of working into 
a solid affair. Toppers are Howell 
and Bowser, with good assists by 
Ida James, Tops and Wilda and 
the Hot Shots Howell and Bowser 
are one of the more literate Negro 


comedy and song teams, but were Gownward fling on the social lad- 


which didn’t have a wide pickup 


ranve. The early part of their of- | 
they | 


fering was lost, but once 
cased the situation correctly, they 
hit nicely. 

Miss James, the  baby-voiced 
singer, is more suitable to a more 
intime snot. She’s a looker, nicely 


| fowned and has an extremely per- 


sonable delivery. However, she had 
difficulty in earrying to the far 
corners of the room. Her efforts, 
nonetheless, were fully appreciated 
by the ringsiders. 

The dance department is espe- 
cially okav. with Tops and Wilda, 
and the Hot Shots carrying the 
birden. Both are more fully dis- 
cussed under New Acts. 

One of the best production num- 
bers is a Balirese routine with ma- 
jor attention on Natya and Nata 


Raja, light-colored couple who 
show up well in the East Indian 
jjiive. The other line routines are 


b necessity designed for an ex- 





management may have | 
figured pretty close, counting on | 





| ill Miller’s Riviera 
(FT. LEE, N. J.) . 


Jack Cole Dancers (6), Sienees fi 


|Faye, Larry Storch, Donn Arden 
Line (18), Walter Nye Orch, 
Catalino Orch.; $3.50 minimum. 


Bill Miller’s new display at the 
Riviera provides sufficient incen- 
itive tor a trip to Fort Lee. 
Although the show is sans names 
| of draw potentiality it plays well. 
The combination of the Jack 
|Cole dancers. Frances Faye and 
‘holdover Larry Storch, plus the 


‘new Donn Arden production, pro- | 


vides strong variety and entertain- 
ment values. 

The Cole troupe has been re- 
|vised considerably since its last ap- 
pearance in N. Y. area, although 
the routines are essentially the 
same. The outfit now comprises 
Cole, two lads and three.femmes. 
The revamping gives the troupe a 
greater pliability without loss of its 
wide sweep of motion and without 
sacrificing of dance ideas. Cole‘s 
dancers are probably the finest 
terp turn in the business. The 
group is excellently trained and 
carry out a set of artistic designs. 
The Balinese jive is lively and col- 
‘orful, but the highspot of act is 
ithe modern ballet wherein the 
| younger set is shown on a merry 


der. They’re recalled for several 
| bows. 

Miss Faye is one of the more re- 
liable cafe entertainers. She’s got 
a good commercial set of tunes, 


personable asides and a good way 








VARIETY BILLS 
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whether full 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; ( 


Numerals in connection with bills below indionte opening day of show 


or split wee 


L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
R) Walter Reade 


stages 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 23 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Betty Reilly 
Georgie Price 
Renald & Rudy 
Music Hall (I) 23 
Jack Harwood 
Ramirez Peralta 
Danilo Estrada 
Lane Bros 
Paul Franke 
Rosemarie Brancato 


| Rockettes 


Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 22 
C Cavallaro Bd 
Jack E Leonard 
Martin Bros 
Roxy (i) 21 

Harvest Moon 

Ball Winners 
Ed Sullivan 
Joe Howard 


| Al Bernie 


I Jacquet Bd 
Arnold Shoda 
Roxy Belles 


| Choral Ensemble 


of ingratiating herself with an au- | 


dience. Miss Faye has devised a 
good method of gauging audience 
tastes. When she feels that her act 
is beginning to lag, she intimates 
she’ll do a naughty ditty, starts sing- 
ing and dismisses with the remark 


that she’ll hate herself in the 
morning. Meanwhile, the  cus- 
tomers keep applauding. She 


doesn’t return to risgaieties, but the | 


audience pays sharper attention. 
Storch has enlarged his impres- 


sion catalog considerably since he | 
appeared briefly at the Paramount | 


theatre. 
adagio team in addition to his com- 
edy impressions. 
well-integrated and cleverly con- 


‘ceived act that builds up to monu- 


{tremely small floor. They fill the | 


Of a familiar pat- | 


spot’s needs admirably. 

The Lot Dixon orch does okay 
on the showbacking, while Phyllis 
|Branch handles Latin — 
ose. 


Blue Room, N. O. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Sept. 14. 


Henry Busse Orch (18), Mindy Cook &. Brown, 


Carson, Edwards & Diane, Jacgue- 
line Hurley, Jack Parker, 
Gray; $2.59 minimum. 


Current layout is plenty socko. 
|Bill packs variety, 
|Busse and his “shuffle rhythm” 
|leading the way. 

The Busse aggregation is a big, 
|capable one, and without doubt the 
best to play spot in some time. 
includes four fiddles, 
four saxes, four rhythm and six 
| brass, including maestro’s trumpet. 
| As a matter of fact, all of the 
performers in the new show seem 
to know their business, judging 
_by the way first nighters pounded 
their palms. 

Busse crew opens show with a 
medley of Gershwin tunes that is 
treated in an original and exciting 
manner. ‘ 

Top honors among floor acts are 
divided between Mindy Carson, 
songstress, and Edwards and Diane, 
dance team. 

Miss Carson, a Paul Whiteman 
protege who resembles _ Ingrid 
Bergman, manifests fine showman- 
ship and scores heavily with such 
songs as “It’s Magic’ and “Blue 
Moon.” An attractive chirper with 
a fine voice, she makes a good 
‘impression. She held her audience 
at rapt .ttention opening night 
and was called back for several 
encores. 

Diane and Edwards contribute 
talent and class in their dancing 
turn. Suave pair’s offerings run 
gamut from Viennese waltzes to 
sambas and they seemed to enjoy 


their work as much as room’s 
patrons. . : 
Teeing off bill is Jacqueline 


Hurley, acro-terper with nifty chas- 
sis, who presents smoothly-execu- 
ted act. Gal performs some seem- 
ingly impossible body turns and 
twists atop table with colored 
lights for big response. 

Jack Parker, juggler, clicks with 
his easy manner. He juggles every- 
thing from Indian clubs to rubber 
balls with suave dexterity to 
garner his share of the kudos. 

Phil Gray, trombonist, who dou- 
bies as vocalist with the Busse 
outfit, warbles capably. : 

Busse, in addition to batoning 
the band and contributing some 
muted numbers on trumpet, emcees 
show nicely. Band keeps the floor 
crowded during dance sessions. 
Capacity Liz when at ate gan 

iuz. 


Phil | 


mental applause. 

The Donn Arden routines are 
colorful and set appropriate moods. 
He employs the femmes in a man- 
ner that amply fills the stage. The 
Latin finale provides the maior in- 
‘terest. The costuming is ~~ 

ose. 





Club Ebony, N. Y. 
Billie Holiday, Janet Sayre, 
Ziggy Johnson, 
| Ebonettes (10), Esy Morales Orch. 
(11), Buster Harding Orch. (7); 
ino cover, minimum $3.50. 





Billie Holiday is surrounded in 


with Henry |this new date at the Ebony by a 


| brace of sepia acts and a line, buf, 
without disparaging either the 
punch and draw, lies entirely in 
the sepia singer. And she does a 
great job at both. Opening night 
(Friday) this comparatively small 
basement spot was jammed, with 
turnaways crowding the stairway 
to the street. and Miss Holiday 
solidly satisfied ’em all. 

While she has been extremely 
'suecessful in theatres and other 
lines of work, Miss Holiday is at 
her best in an intimate club such 
| as this. Her talent, of course, is 
/in her styling and slick apprecia- 
‘tion for the unusual and the con- 
' ventional lyric. But, in being able 
|to watch her close-up there’s an 
|added impact for her customers. 
‘It’s then that the moods of her 
‘delivery is transmitted to her lis- 
iteners with extra impact, through 
‘facial expressions She’s deadly 
‘serious, such as in “Strange Fruit,” 
\sparkling as in the lively “Them 
'There Eyes.” whimsical as in “Miss 
B- own to You.” 

There’s another facet to her de- 
livery that isn’t lost to her listen- 
ers, either. That’s a slight aloof- 
/ness that seems to drape an aura 
of being in a world of her own 
about Miss Holiday. That may 
stem from losing herself in the 
lyric of each tune she selects. It 
happens particularly in “Strange 
Fruit,” which had a heavy effect 
on her mixed audience when 
caught. 





Backing up Miss Holiday, who |- 


pitched only five tunes this per- 
formance, and could have done as 
many more in view of the con- 
sistent demand for them, is a show 


He’s added a satire on an | 


The result is a | 


| The 








Strand (W) 24 
Johnny Lang Ore 
Johnny Morgan 
The Glenns 


Flatbush (1) 
R & M Norman 
L & L Bernard 
Morey & Eaton 
Hop Skip & Jump 
QUEEN 


22-25 
3 Poms 


Ronald Rogers 
Flauretta Co 
Buddy Walker 
Lang Tr 
26-28 
Francisco 
Ben Black 
E & A Corda 
YT & A Miller 
Hi Lo Jack & Dame 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) 25-26 
Pansy the Horse 
M Frechette 
Bela Lugosi Co 
Sonny Sparks 
4 WK'gins 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) 23 
Harmonicats 
Guy Kibbee 
Susan Miller 
Ray English 
Martez & Lucia 
State (1) 23-25 
George Davey 
Lew & Renee 
Tom O’Neal 
Templers 


Jamaica (1) 


Pamela & Louise 
Tom Osborne 
Al Norman 
Astor & Renee 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 24-26 
Faye & Andre 
Charles Riano 





R & M Carievale 
Dick Buckley 
3 Brown Buddies 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 23 
Liberace 
Helene & Howard 
Gil Maison 
Oriental (I) 22 
L Armstrong Ore 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
Masters & Roland 
Carl Sand’s Orc 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 25-26 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Moon Maids 
Jay Lawrence 
Johnny Mack 
Cece Blake 
HOLYOKE 


Vatiey Arena (I) 26) 


Freddy Martin Ore 

Buddy Ebsen 

Kaye & Karroll 

3 Reeds 

Fielder & Harriet 
MIAMI 


Olympia (P) 22 
Pierce & Roland 
Sonny Kay 
Ade Duval Co 
Wally Brown 
Jaywalkers 

OMAHA 


Orpheum (P) 22 
Woody Herman Bd 
Ben Beri 
Sandy Jackson 
Bud Vincent 
Marian Callahan 

PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (i) 23 
A & C Fanton 
Jimmy Burrell 
Leon Fields 
Emerald Sis 


Dewey Sis 
Sue Carson 
Hal Sherman 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 24-26 
Lee Marx 
Elizabeth Co 
Harold Boyd Co 
Nichols & Haley 
B Sweeney & 
Consuelo 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 23-26 
Romaine & Babbitt 
Slim & Sweet 
Patsy Garrett 
D & J Redding 
George Freems 
C Dolphin Co 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 23 
The Whirlwinds 
Margaret Phelan 
Nip Nelson 
Rigoletto Bros 
OUNGSTOWN 
Palace (1) 27-29 
E Lawrence Orc 
F Lowery & Rae 
Coley Worth 
Chris Cross 


BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 20 LONDON 
Lucan & McShane. Casino 20 
Willie Neal Ralph Slater 
Jimmy Elliott Hippodrome (M) 20 
George Beck Vie Oliver 
Keith & Cortez Pat Kirkwood 
Barton 4 Fred Emney 
BRADFORD Melachrino Ore 
Alhambra (M) 20 Marilyn Hightower 
Joe Stein Michael Bentine 


Ford & Sheen 
Ronnie Stewart 
Fred Sloan 
Jackie Farr 
Archie Usher 
Cyrus 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 20 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Nellie Wallace 
Ella Shields 
Randolph Sutto 
Talbot O’Farre 
Billy Danvers 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 20 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Morgan & Royle 
'rving & Girdwood 
John Watts 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 20 
Donald Peers 
Colleano Co 
Elsie Bower 
Pauline & Eddy 
Harry Shiels 
Harris & Christine 
& Gloria 


Empire (M) 20 
Arthur Askey 
Gil Johnson 
Ginnette Wander 
John Lewis 
Chie Elliott 
Jimmy Godden 

ASGOW 

Alhambra (M) 20 
Irene Manning 
Harry Stockwell 
George Moon 
Gustav Wally 

Empire (M) 20 
Mills Sis & Michael 
Johnnie Victory 
Pepino’s Circus 
Riley & Heller 


| Willie Lindsay 


produced by Ziggy Johnson, who | 


also takes part in it. It consists of 
line numbers by a fairly cohesive 
group of dusky gals, the acro-tap 
stepping of Janet Sayre, who’s on 
too long, and the comedy terping 
and tumbling of Cook & Brown. 
Esy Morales orchestra carries 
the rhumba load, supplying an un- 
usual and highly acceptable Latin 


as Count Basie, Ca» Calloway, etc., 
directs a combo of excellent jump 
musicians in relief spot. They're 
sharp. Wood. 


“ladys Hay 
tichael Moore 
Berens 
MacPherson 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 20 
Harry Lester Co 
Bijou & Freda 
Konyot & Marion 
Chris Sands 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 20 
Bill Campbell Co 
Cooke's Co 
David Poole 
Shek Ben Ali 
Ken Dorvilles 
Syd Makin 
Ace Girls 
Accordion Girls 


; |H A Milton 
beat. Buster Harding, arranger for | 
m.ny of the top-name bands, such 


LIVERPOOL 

Empire (M) 20 
Norman Evans 
F & P King 
Swan & Leigh 
Radcliffe & Ray 
M & C Gray 
Austin & Worth 





Julie Andrews 
Jean Carson 
Santigo Bd 
Palladium (M) 20 
Betty Hutton 
Florence Desmond 
Mello-Larks 

& A Di Gatano 
Swiss Stars 
Hyde & Marker 
3 Jokers 
Elray & Lady 
2 Cromwells 


CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 20 
Issy Bonn 
Petersen Bros > 
Kemble Bros 
T & D Kendall 
Francanas 
Jack Kelly Co 
F Whiteley Co 
Samba Caballeros 
FINSBURY PARK 

Empire (M) 20 
Skating Marinos 
Val Setz 
Henderson 2 
Len Young 
Valmar 3 
Armand & Anita 
Ted Heath Ore 


HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 20 
Syd Seymour 
Earle & Oscar 
Sihvers 
Constance Evans 
Madhatters Bd 
Frankie Baker 
Max Bygraves 
Eric Plant 
Pat O’Brien 
Speedacs 
Seymour Lovelies 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (‘S) 20 
Martha Kaye 
Bill Kerr 
Bill Hall 3 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Donald Stuart 


2 Pirates 

J & D Gray & Bro 
Palace ‘M) 20 

John Boles 


Lew Parker 
V & J Crastonian 
Harbin & Dorothy 
Walter Niblo 
Keefe Bros & 
Annette 
Philippe & Marta 
Bartlett & Massey 
Jose Moreno Co 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 20 
El Granadas & 


Pet 
Jack Darant 


Terry Hali 
J Billings & Diana 
D Wakefield Co 
Manley & Austin 
Herschel Henlere 
George Robey 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 20 
Elaine Garreau 


Sheila Eves 

Rita Garnsey 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 20 

2 Dancettes 

Peters Sis 

| Les Lee 

| Moreton & Kaye 

| Petite Poupee 

|3 Fays 

| Cyclo Bros 

| Raymond Smith 

| Bill Waddington 

| WOLVERHAMPTON 

| Hippodrome (M) 20 

L & B Gordon 

| Reid & Squires 

| Stevano 

; Wood & Harmer 





Bob Andrews 
Jackie Hunter 


Falcons 

Richardo Co 
woop GREEN 
Empire ‘(S) 20 


Tommy Trinder 

Ganjou Bros & 
Juanita 

3 Grossettos 

Woods & Jarrett 

Bob Bemand 

Jerry Allen 3 

Kuester & Shand 

Hal Collins 

Jean Barrie 

Bob Gibson 

Colin Dunne 

J Tiller Girls 








Cabaret Bills 








Bagatelle 
Deep River Boys 
Dorothy Ross 
} Biue Angel 
| John Buckmaster 
| Delta Rhythm Boys 
| Aileen Stanley Jr 
| Stuart Ross 
| Ellis Larkin 3 

Cafe Society 
Nellie Lutcher 
| Avon Long 
Calvin Jackson 
Dave Martin Ore 
Copacabana . 
Lena Horne 
| Copsey & Ayres 
; Olga Suarez 
Janie Ford 
Sonny Calello 
M Durso Orc 
Alvares Orc 

China Doll 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Orc 
Kanazawas 
| Joe Wong 
| Beatrice Fung Oye 
Line (7) 

Diamond Horseshoe 
Henny Youngman 
Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 


ony 
Billie Holiday 
Rimmer Sis 
Cook & Brown 
Oliver Travers 
Esy Morales Ore 
|B = Orc 
Et Chico 
Fernanda Crespo 
Maria T Acosta 
Trio Casino 
Rita & Rozino 
E Vizcaino Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Tito Guizar 
T & P Rodriguez 
Dolores Miller 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Belmo’t-Plaza 
Eddie Stone Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Turner Twins 
Jack Kerr 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Penthouse Club 
Joan Barton 





Jack Cole Ders 
Larry Storch 
Frances Faye 
Tony *Bavaar 
Donn Arden Line 
Walter Nye 
Catalino Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Blue Barron Ore 


Billy Bishop Orc 
Florence & Fred’ric 
Helsings 

Al Morgan 

Lenny Colyer 
Minda Lang 
Bonnie Linell 

Bill Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
| Geo Olsen Ore 

| J Devereaux 

| Emile & Emily 

| Keith Leeds 

Will Orsborne Orc 
D Hild Dancers (12) 
} Chez Paree 
Sophie Tucker 

| Ted Shapiro 

Paul Grey 

Elisa Jayne 

M Gould Ore (10) 
Fay & Gordon 
Lane Adams 

| Adorables (10) 

, Don Chiesta (5) 

} Hotel Stevens 

| Benny Strong Ore 











NEW YORK CITY 


Rosalind Courtright 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Mark Monte Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Roberto & Alicia 
Chas Reader Ore 
Van Smith Ore 
Hotel St Moritz 
Menconi Ore 
Jacquelina 
Vida & Varo 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Franklin & Moore 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Gene Marvey 
Ann Hathaway 
Jan August Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Ted Lewis Orc 
Don Saxon 
Paul White 
Dorothy Claire 
Eiroy Peace 
Reed Sis 
Geraldine DuBois 
°-"o Twins 
Prominaders 
Ving Merlin Ore 
B Harlow Orc 
Le Directoire 
Campagnons De La 
Chanson 
Pearl Bailey 
Szonyis 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Gringo Orc 
Le Ruban Blew 
Connie Sawyer 
Fletcher & Shiedy 
Paul Villard 
Gigi Durston 


Julius Monk 
Normann Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Jerri Blanchard 
Art Waner Orc 
Cerneys 
Terry Twins 
Bruce Howard 
Roslyn Paige 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore . 
Ud Savannah 
Howell & Bowser 


Phyllis Branch 

Lou Pixon Ore 
Spivy’s 

Katrina Van Oss 


Versailies 

Edith Piaf 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Yank Yankovic Ore 
Montero & Yvonne 


Three Suns Piute Pete 
Hotel New Yorker)! Village Vanguard 
B Cummins Ore T Monk Ore 
Ice Revue Jilla Webb 
Hotel Piccadilly | Billy Taylor 
Dell Trio Waldorf-Astoria 

Hotel Plaza Jack Fina Ore 
Paul Draper Mischa Borr Ore 

CHICAGO 
Blackhawk B & F Ballard 

Al Trace Orch John Flanagan 
Jackie Van Jean Arlen 

Hotel Bismark Marian Spelman 


Skating 
Bog Turk 
Rebfield & Del Toro 
Doris Donavan 
Elwood Carl 

Paimer House 
Griff Williams Ore 
Robert Lamouret 
M Abbott Ders (10) 
Stan Fisher 
D’Angelo & Vanya 

Blackstone 

Ray Morton Ore 
Phil Regan 


Rio Cabana 
F D’Alanso (8) 
Sorita Herara 
Calypso Joe 
Coco-Te 
Alan Nyes (5) 

Vine Gardens 
Mel Cole Ore 
Joey Bishop 
Harry Cool 
Pancho’s Rhumba B 
Patrice & Russell 


ivdears 





Virginia Davis Abroad 
| On Folksong Quest 


Edinburgh, Sept. 21. 


Virginia 


Davis, 
|daughter of bandleader 


ballad-singing 
Meyer 


Davis, is now in Scotland, collect- 


‘ing Scottish folksongs 


for her 


nitery-concert work. 


She’s going from here to Gere 
many to sing for U. S. troops, 


ee te) 


one 


errant 


pb valine 


lai 
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46 HOUSE REVIEWS 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Ed Sullivan with “Harvest Moon 
Ball’ Winners, Al Bernie, Illinois 
Jacquet (7)}, Joe Howard, Gae 
Foster Girls; Ice Show featuring 
Arnold Shoda: “Luck of the Irtsh” 
20th}, reviewed in Variety. Sept 
15. °48. 


It's one of those difficult things 


to explain but when a 79-year-old” 


performer can stop the show at one 
of America’s great film palaces— 
well, brother, that’s the test of 
something or other. Namely the 
test of the kind of showmanship 
upon which current-day entertain 
ment-selling has been founded. O1 
to put it more succinctly. the test 
of how corn can still be sold. The 
kind of corn that modern-day pa- 
trons still find saleable when com- 
ing from performers like Jesse! 
Jolson, Cantor, Ted Lewis. Or Joe 
Howard. Specifically Joe Howard 

Howard is on only a few mo- 
ments, but the moment Ed Sul- 
livan introes him, he takes ove! 
With songs he wrote. Songs from 
way back. Songs like “Wonder 
Who's. Kissing Her Now” and 
“Goodbye M’ Lady Love.” With 
the old off-to-Buffalo strut. Plus 
a tenor that can still sock over. 

Corn, every bit of it—but new all 
over again with the way Howard 
sells it. And the audience response 
is certainly not just a sympathetic 
one for a performer who has long 
since passed his peak—it’s a genu- 
ine response to a genuine show- 
manly talent of a composer-show- 
man who can still play almost any- 
where. 

Presumably, this is a show head- 
ed by Ed Sullivan and his ‘Harvest 
Moon Ball” dancers, winners in the 
New York Daily News’ annual 
dance contest, but it’s the lesser- 
billed performers who reap the ma- 
jor laurels. There’s Howard, of 
course. And Al Bernie, who is 
constantly improving as a comedi- 
an. Plus Arnold Shoda. in the ice- 
show portion. 

Bernie still apes name person- 
alities, but he’s getting more and 
more into other types of comedy 
that click. Shoda remains a spec- 
tacular performer on the gliders, 
with his whirls, coupled with his 
grace, socking him over especially 
on this show. 

Illinois Jacquet heads a zingy 
jivey instrumental septet perform- 
ing a couple of hot sessions that 
would do justice to a full-sized ag- 
gregation. They drew a thunder- 
ous ovation from the mob. 

Sullivan, the News’ Broadway 
columnist, is emceeing the entire 
show. As usual, in an attempt to 
build the introduced performer, he 
frequently overtalks. The winning 
Harvest Mooners are seated at 
tables on stage during the entire 
performance, with their act com- 
ing at the close, during which they 
do the stints which won for them 
the contests in the waltz, foxtrot, 
rhumba, ete. There’s little that can 
be said for them except they're as 
standard as any of the other win- 
ners through the years of the 
News’ contest. Incidentally, this 
is the first year that the winners 
are appearing on the stage of any 
Broadway theatre other than 
Loew's State, the latter having 
gone to straight pictures last win- 
ter. They’re also due as part of the 

initial show of the reopening 
Harem nitery. Kahn. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Sept. 17. 
The Valletts (2), Ada Lynne, 
Eddie Peabody, Rochelle & Beebe; 
“So Evil My Love” (Par.), 


Pavees pick their own headliner 
on this bill, palming for more and 
more of Ada Lynne. Comedienne 
rates special kudos as standout on 
a thoroughly hep bill, which holds 
its own even after her show-stop- 
ping stint. 

Miss Lynne, a song stylist wiih a 
Jean Arthur speaking voice and a 
Betty Hutton singing style, main- 
tains a steady appreciation for her 
entire routine. Gal's material is 
so well paced and consistently hep, 
that it’s almost unfair to single out 
any number for special men- 
tion. Stubholders go wild over 
each, and they come so fast that 
theres hardly time to count them. 
‘Takeoffs of Martha Raye and Betts 
Hutton are screamingly authentic, 
with a Carmen Miranda bit thrown 
in for extra returns. 

It's a real tribute to Eddie Pea- 
body to say he more than holds his 
own in the spot immediately fol- 
lowing Miss Lynne. Banjoist con- 
fidently takes his stance with the 
mitting for his predecessor still 
breaking into his act. He gets the 
galleries quickly with a slick med- 
lev of sentimental ballads, high- 
lighted by such faves as “My Hap- 

iness” and “Some of These Days.” 
Reception is solid. Peabody's 
act is noi only an example of fine 
technique, but of top showmanship. 
Act is well balanced and varied, so 
that even those who can take their 
banjo or leave it find themselves 
liking it. Does an effective im- 
pression of two banjos on the 
single instrument, and a tuneful 
violin) mute number. The Art 


Mooney takeoff and the finale, a 
novel arrangement of “St. Louis 
Blues” rounds out a top drawer 
routine. 

The Valletts boy and girl team 
of acro balancers, rate attention for 
doing a fine job. Team raises the 
curtain with a fast exhibition of 
novel stunts, working with wheels 
and batons, and highlighting it all 
with some fancy acro terping. 

Rochelle & Beebe fill the usual 
adagio slot with a slapstick ver- 
sion of the current ballroom rages. 
There's nothing subtle about the 
humor of it. and much of it has 


been around before, but couple 
work hard and garne! cheir 
Lou ss 


share of laughs. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, Sept. 17 

Horace Heidt’s “New Stars on 
Parade with Don Rice, Harold 
Parr, Pat Theriault, Jack Green, 
Jimmy Grosso, Melodaires, Stanley 
Morse, Phyllis Lile, Johnny Mon 
gull; “King of Gamblers” (Rep.). 

Back with a stage show after sev- 
eral months of pix, town’s lone live 
talent showcase has a humdinger 
in the Horace Heidt “New Stars on 
Parade.” These winners from the 
Philip Morris NBC talent discov- 
ery show are paced by a fast, hard- 
working, and versatile m.c. Don 
Rice. Works on stage practically 
throughout, and does his own stint. 
His drunk impresh brings howls, 
and he wisely doesn't stretch it 
out too far. His zany antics seem 
to insipre the acts to give their 
best. 

Phyllis Lile, acro dancer, opens. 
Her routine is brief but clicks. 
Jack Green, making with the 
musical bottles, likewise goes over, 
aided by some comedy insertions 
by Rice. Jimmy Grosso, pleasant 
young chap, has several. impres- 
sions which register. He has the 
customers pounding palms with his 
impresh of Tommy Dorsey, Wayne 
King, Frankie Laine and Bonnie 
Baker. 

Vocalists are all good> and dem- 
onstrate the techniques which won 
them top places in the Heidt con 
tests. Harold Parr, blind baritone, 
pleased with “My Happiness” and 


“Tree In Meadow.”  Melodaires, 
vocal quartet. three men and a 
girl, all looking like teen-agers. 


have good harmony and a bright 
delivery. Pat Theriault, banjo 
player, uses the Eddie Peabody 
stvle. fast chord runs and changes 
of key. building to a loud climax 
which had the patrons applauding 
plenty. 

Johnny Mongull, tenor, socks 
over a hit with “Tell Me A Story” 
and “Trees.” Stanley Morse, Negro 
boy tromDonist. is solid on “12th 
Street Rag” and “Sabre Dance.” 
Closer has Parr, Melodaires, 
Grosso and Theriault in- ensemble. 
with Parr carrying the melody of 
“Cool Waters.” Swell stage presen- 


‘tation. 


Biz was big at show caught Fri- 
day (17) night. Hold 


Apollo, N. ¥. 

Louis. Jordan Band (7), Shorty 
Sherock Band (12) with Elaine 
Trent, Tommy Lynn; Businessmen 
of Rhythm (2), Sonja Milbourne, 
Pigineat Markham & Co.; “Train to 
Alcatraz” (Rep.). 

Louis Jordan's appearance at 
the Apollo has consistently hypoed 
grosses. Current stand should do 
similarly for the sepia vauder if 
opening day’s (17) pace is sus- 
tained throughout the week. Jor- 
dan has expanded his former 
Tympany Five to seven and house 
is smart in spotting the session in 
closer, since anything following 
this hep outfit, which rocks the 
house, would be anticlimactic. 

With exception of Shorty Sher- 
ock’s ofay band and brace of vo- 
calists, it’s an  all-sepia_ layout. 
Sherock’s crew, comprising three 
rhythm, four saxes, two trombones 


and three trumpets (including the | 


maestro), back the other acts neat- 
lv as well as contributing a solid 
session of their own. Teeing off 
with a racy arrangement of “Half 
Cock Robin,” they pull all stops on 
‘Wabash Blues” and several other 
items tor solid reception. Sand- 
wiched between band numbers are 
okay vocals by Tommy Lynn and 
Elaine Trent. 

Businessmen of Rhythm, male 
dance team, win plenty apprecia- 
tion with their slick tapstering and 
acro-dancing. Sonja Milbourne does 
neatly in her interpretive dances, 
one of which is worked up as a 
semi-kootch. Pigmeat Markham & 
Co.. house comics, grab plenty 
laughs in a couple of burley black- 
outs. 

Jordan and crew close bill with 
probably the solidest group of in- 
strumentation to hit here in some 
time. Jordan’s comedics spark pro- 
ceedings and he pulls all stops to 
give them what they seemingly 
want. Maestro’s trumpeting and 
vocaling is backed by the sextet of 
hep tootlers and the overall is 
terrif. After reprising some of his 
old faves. Jordan cuts loose on 


“Barnyard Boogie.” “Mr. Re-Bop’s 
Gotta Go” and similarly sizzling 
items to cop the show. Edba. | 


_leader. 


Musie Hall, N. ¥. 

Lane Bros. (2), Gertrude Nagle, 
Brunhilda Roque, Paul Franke, 
Choral ensemble, Corps de bal 
let, Rockettes, Symphony orches- 
tra with Alerander Smatiens, direc- 
tor: “Good Sam” (RKO), reviewed 
in Vartety, Aug. 28, °48. 

The current stage “show at the 
Music Hall measures up to the top 
standards of color and opulence set 
in the past by this showcase. But 
the layout lacks pace. It has tn- 
stead a highbrew tone with the 
chief stress on operatic music and 
ballet which has dubious appeal for 
the visiting hinterlanders when 
served in such generous slices. 
Only one regular vaude act, the 
Lane Bros., is spotted in this 
production, and while they deliver 
solidly, they seem out of place in 
the general hoity4oity atmosphere. 

Following an instrumental prel- 
ude by the symph orch, the cur- 
tain unfolds on a setting from Ver- 
di’s “Rigoletto” with five operatic 
warblers handling some of the 
w.k. arias. The singing, climaxed 
in the popular quartet piece, is 
rendered classily while the back- 
ground and low-key lighting fur- 
nishes plenty of eye appeal. But 
this item is overboard on length. 


Similarly with the ballet num- 
ber which follows. Despite the 
superlative execution and _ visual 


magnificence of the number, it 
lacks sufficient excitement to sus- 
tain interest for the duration. Pro- 
ceedings perk up, however, with 
the glee club’s workout on a med- 
ley of Scottish tunes with Paul 
Franke as soloist. Here, again, the 
plaid costuming and backgrounds 
play a big part in the overall im- 
pact. 

The Lane Bros. do a nifty bit 
with their comedy-acrobatic rou- 
tine. Duo has a series of difficult 
stunts, involving rope-jumping on 
each other’s back, which they race 
through snappily without trying to 
milk each trick dry. The comedy 
asides aren't too effective but they 
manage to soften up the audience. 

For the .closing, the Rockettes 
take over with a sock Caribbean 
motif to their precision hoofing. 
The line is the show's best item 
and the pavoff is given in the 
heavy mitting. Herm. 


Strand. N. Y. 

Johnny Long Orch (16) with 
Janet Brace, Natalie & Beachcomb- 
ers (3), Johnny Morgan, Glenns 
(3); “Life with Father” (WB). 

The Strand’s layout, topped by 
the Johnny Long band and comedi- 
an Johnny Morgan, is one selected 
for playability rather than its abil- 
ity to draw the extra trade needed 
to buttress the film, “Life With 
Father” which a few months back 
had an extended run at the nearby 
Warner theatre (now the Mark 
Hellinger). 

The stageshow’'s two entertain- 
ing acts and Long’s band conse- 
quently provide a pleasant session. 
Maestro has endowed band with a 
set of enjoyable stage routines, a 
baich of entertaining singers and 
a comparatively good blend of 
music. Their glee-club arrange- 
ments, plus- the sprightly vocal 
work of Natalie and the Beach- 
combers provide a handy peg upon 
which to earn applause. The 
Beachcombers, particularly, pro- 
vide a bright ae with a Hawaiian 
medley with Natalie doing a spot 
of hula. In addition, various side- 
men get a chance to do specialties 
so that the band comprises a com- 
plete entertainment unit capable 
of carrying the show on its own. 
The crew’s vocalist, Janet Brace, is 
an attractive gal, with a jivey out- 
put, who hits the audience nicely. 

Morgan’s spot is also productive 
of entertainment. His strongest bit 
is his satire of a symphony orch 
His small talk is also of 
laugh producing calibre. 

The Glenns, two men and girl 
acro team, have some good stunts. 
Their balancing tricks and three 
highs are certain applause winners. 
One of the better features is their 
dance intros to their various tricks. 
There’s an even and gracetul con- 
tinuity in their work. Jose. 





Palladium. London 

London, Sept. 14. 
Betty Hutton, Florence Desmond, 
The Mello-Larks (4). Herman 
Hyde with Jean Marker, Swiss 
Stars (4), 2 Cromwells, Archie El 
ray & Dorothy, Jayne & Adam Di 
Gatano, Three Jokers, Woolf Phil- 

lips Skyrockets Orch. 


With its biggest star lineup since 
Danny Kaye, Palladium’s current 
show is socko entertainment which 
will pay off handsomely at the 
boxoffice. 

It took an iron (safety) curtain 
to stop Betty Hutton on her first 
night after she had broken with 
convention and returned after the 
playing of the National Anthem. 
She took that unprecedented step 
because it was impossible to resist 
the demands of a clamoring audi- 

(Continued on page 99) 
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| New Acts 


|MONTERO & YVONNE 


PENNY EDWARDS 

Song-Dance 

12 Mins. 

Embassy Club, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Young Penny Edwards puts on a 
spirited new song-dance act at the 
Embassy Club. There is no after- 
midnight or night-clubby sugges- 
tiveness in her straight delivery of 
time-tested tunes. “Hands Across 
the Table.” “Little White Lies” and 
others are handled easily and cor- 
rectly in a soft voice. The lilt she 
gives the melodies make the cus- 
tomers like her very much. 

She was booked here for this 
week's engagement over two years 
ago by Sam Foor, local theatrical 
booker, which antedates the Holly- 
wood suctess she had in the past 
year, including “Two Guys From 
Texas’ (WB) which features her. 

Miss Edwards wears a_ long, 
swirling. custom-built job of silk 
chiffon which is designed with leaf 
arrangements in white and pastel 
colors. It goes quite well with her 
vigorous and graceful dancing. 

Others on the Embassy's bill in- 
lelude Pierce & Roland, 
watch adagio team which hopped 
here from the Chez Paree in Chi- 
cago, and Bobby Sheldon and 
| Shirley Burnett. who earn a re- 
spectable number of laughs with 
their sophisticated comedy routine. 
Buddy Sawyer’s band officiates. 

Corn. 


JILLA WEBB 
Singer 
10 Mins. + 


Village Vanguard, N. Y. 
Jilla Webb. young singer making 
her stab at the bigtime through a 
Village Vanguard showcasing, has 
the vocal requisites to sell her 
brand of torch tunes. She has a 
tendency now, though, to over- 
dramatize her numbers’ through 
too much posturing and eyebrow- 
raising, indicating she’s been over- 
routined. She should strive to be 
more natural for better results. 
Gal studied at Juilliard and her 
cultured voice shines nicely in 
such tunes as “Can't Help Lovin’ 
That Man,” to which she imparts 
a neat blues motif. Her Indian 
temple interpretation of ‘Ain't 
Necessarily So” (preceded with a 
,note that she was brought up in 
'India) could be a good gimmick 
but the interpretive gestures look 
only like more of what she sells in 
her other numbers. Once she 
overcomes that posturing and 
| learns to project better, she should 
‘be okay for the intimate spots. 
Stal. 


| 


CURLY FOX & TEXAS RUBY 
Instrumental, Songs 

15 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 


This team fits snugly into the 
Village Barn style of hoke hillbilly 
entertainment but are out of the 
‘running for normal cafes. This is 
/pure-distilled and frankly  dis- 


Dance 
10 Mins. 


Village Barn, N.Y. 


personality. 
of the duo are competent and good- 


easy-te- | 


This young dance team needs 
unique twist in order to give it 
Although both ends 


looking hoofers, their ballroom 
routine is cut along too conven- 
tional lines to lift them above 
average. They are aren't helped 
much either by this spot’s deliber- 
ately hayseed decor which clashes 
with the team’s style and tempo. 
They open with a regular waitz 
number that shows nothing speciai 
until the last few seconds when a 
fast handlift and twirl is executed 
fancily. Setter spacin? of the 
stunts would help to maintain the 
pace of the routine. Closing num- 
ber is a samba treated with stere- 
otyped swaying. Herm. 


BEATRICE FUNG OYE 
Songs 

5 Mins. 

China Doll, N.Y. 

Beatrice Fung Ovye.is an attrae- 
tive Oriental songstress whose 
pipes have an amazing volume for 
one so diminutive. Handles three 
numbers here: ““Man Could Be,” 
“It's Magic” and “What Do I Have 
To Do To Get a Man?” Her sales- 
manship is plenty okay. 

On Miss Oye's opening number, 
a rhythm tune, she shows an agree- 
able style. Then switches to the 
ballad, ‘““Magic,” and winds with a 
sock finish on the final song. Gal 


has already had musicomedy ex- 


perience in “Best Foot Forward” 
some seasons ago. She rates as a 
good novelty turn in almost any 
nitery. Gilb. 
TOPS & WILDA 

Dance 

8 Mins. 


| Savannah Club, N.Y. 


Tops & Wilda, experienced jit- 
terbugs who have been around, are 
fast and adept practitioners af 
speed and tricks. Unfortunately, 
jitterbug terping has been on the 
wane since the new look makes it 
difficult for the teensters to terp 
with former abandon. 

As such, they’ve limited the mar- 
ket considerably. Since this color- 
ed pair are skilled workers, their 
routines can be redesigned into a 
more modern idiom retaining their 


;speed and the majority of their 


tricks. They'll be okay for vaude 
and cafes with such a setup. 
Jose. 





SZONYIS (2) 
Ballroom Dancing 


7 Mins. 


Le Directoire, N. Y. 
The Szonyis are a Hungarian 


_brother-sister ballroom team who 


/pensed corn. Curly Fox is a tricky | 


‘fiddler and harmonicist who gets 
his best results with an imitation 


'A Ford. His stabs at humor, how- 
ever, only pass because practically 
anything goes at this cafe. 

Texas Ruby is a hefty femme, 
| garbed in a glittering white cow- 
boy suit and equipped with a pow- 
,erful set of pipes. She misses be- 
ing a firstrate blues singer by a 
flat. unvarying vocal approach. Her 
choice of numbers, likewise, are 
bad, especially that one about 
| “Texas, That Most Beautiful Place 
I Know.” Herm. 





HOT SHOTS (2) 

| Dance- 

| 10 Mins. : 

| Savannah Club, N. Y. 


The Hot Shots, a sepia male tap 
pair, are energetic workers who 
jhave been on display previously 
but are not in Variety's New Act 
‘files. They have some well-inte- 
grated dance-routines that are 
punctuated with applause-winning 
; tricks and a roughhouse manner 
that hits audiences nicely. 

Sole defect in the turn is their 
'attempts at vocals, but otherwise 
they're standard cafe and vaude 
material. Jose. 





GIGI DURSTON 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

| Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 


Gigi Durston was the band singer 
,at the Stork Club until essaying it 
solo. A very pretty girl, she is .a 
fair mike singer with a pat reper- 
|toire of pops comprising “Bye Bye 
Blackbird.” “You or No One.” “I 
Surrender Dear’ and “Maybe 
You'll Be There.’ Accent is on 
ballads, technique is polite. and 
| her forte still remains the socialite 
| league of class spots. 

Miss Durston needs more sub- 
Stance to travel “beyond that. 

Abel. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| Rasmussen, 
|Carlos Romero, Jr.: Paul Gannon, 


| Folliettes 


are making their New York debut 
here. They’re an attractive-looking 
team, though her costuming when 
caught could have been more taste- 
ful. They show grace and agility 
in going through mostly standard 
steps. Their best trick comes when 
he holds her aloft with one arm for 


| /a momentary spin. 
,of a railroad train racing a Model | 


The big difficulty is in projecting 
their personality. Kahn. 


j 





Unit Review 











ice Follies of 1949 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
The Shipstads and Johnson pro- 
duction of ice show in two acts 
and 19 scenes. Producers, Eddie 
and Roy Shipstad, Oscar Johnson. 


| Directors, Frances Claudet, Mary 


Jane Lewis, Stanley D. Kahn. 
Property and set designer, Tommy 
Lawless. Costumes, Helen Rose. 
Technical director, Bruce Mapes. 
Original music, Larry Morey. Or- 
chestrations, George Hackett, Dave 
Strech, Foster Cope, Stan Myers. 
Musical director, Walter Rudolph. 

Cast: Roy Shipstad, Frick and 
Frack, Hazel Franklin, Marilyn 
Ruth Take, Narena and Norris, 
Betty Schalow, Hugh Hendrickson, 
Ray and Roy Schramm. JoAnne 
and Joyce Scotvold, Mae Ross, Bill 
Stine, Monica Moran, Phyllis and 
Harris Legg, Virginia Morrison 
and Les Hamilton, John Mulvey, 
Ole Ericsen, Ed Dunigan, Dick 
William Cameron, 


Ice Follies Skating Quartet, Ice 
(40), Ice Follies Boys 


| (12), Walter Rudolph and Orch 
(18). Opened at Pan Pacific Audi- 


torium, Los Angeles, Sept. 16. '48 
$3.60 top. ” 





The nut is $260,000, and “Ice 
Follies of 1949" looks every cent 
of it. Thirteenth annual edition of 
the Shipstad-Johnson biade trolie 
is right out of the top drawer of 
the deep-freezer, complete with 
penguins, seals, bangtails and a 
Sliding pig. Real ones, that is. 

The Swing Waiiz, Roy Shipstad’s 

(Continued on page 55) 
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BIG SPENDING TO PROTECT SHOWS 





Tennessee Williams’ Detroit Press 
Stamps Author as Good Personal B.0. 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 
Tennessee Williams, arriving | 
here as a relative unknown last | 
week with his new play, “Summer 
and Smoke,” 
of publicity behind him. 
(considered 


of $18,500 exception- 


al for a tryout with a non-name | 


cast), but the author won the re- 
spect and friendship of the local 
press. 

Only previous Williams play to 
be seen here was “Glass Menag- 
erie,” with a road company. 
other success, “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” 
Chicago, was known to some ex- 
tent, largely through the natienal | 
publicity campaign done from New 
York by Ben Kornzweig. Even so, 
with no cast names to feature, the 
management gave Williams promi- 
nent billing in the “Summer” pro- 
motion. 

When the show opened at the 
Cass, it drew favorable reviews 
from most of the critics, but got a 
stiff panning from Harvey Taylor, 
-of Hearst's Detroit Times. As it 
happened, Williams was slated for 
an interview-lunch with Taylor the 
day the notice appeared, but in- 
stead of cancelling it or making 
sounds like a wounded ox, he told 
associates he valued the critic’s 
opinions and was anxious to dis- 
cuss the play with him further. 

True to his word, when the men 
met at lunch the _ playwright 
thanked Taylor for his discerning 
notice and questioned him at | 
length about his reaction to the 
show. As a result, besides getting 
the benefit of the critic’s ideas, he | 
received not just the single sched- 


columns in the Times. 





Boston Repertory Sets 
$6,400 Weekly Budget; 


Sell Stock to Get Coin 


Boston oe Theatre will 
operate on an estimated weekly 
budget of $6,400, inciuding rental 
of the Copley theatre. Estimated 
pre-opening expense of $13,850 is 
proposed. Deposits, bonds and re- 
serve bring the required capital to 
$51,000. Coin is being raised by 
sale of 10 shares of $10 par com- 
mon stock and 2,000 shares of 6°¢ 
non-cumulative $25 par preferred 
both to sell at face value. 

Proposed weekly operating budg- 
et includes $1,385 for preliminary 
expense pro-rated, $600 theatre 
rental, $500 stagehands, $1,400 
actors and stage manager salaries 
$131 stage designer salary, $555 
administrative and boxoffice sala- 
ries, $250 stage directors salary, 
$125 pressagent salary, $250 for 
ushers, porter and matron, $600 
ad-publicity, $250 royalty, $75 
electricity, $200 rental of electrical 
equipment and $100 for props. 

Gerald Savory is president of 
the Boston Repertory Assn., Inc., 
and Michael Linenthal treasurer. 
Directors include Clarence Der- 
went, Mrs. Osgood Perkins, Savory 
and Linenthal. 





‘John’ Opens Second 


Season for Atterbury 
Albany, Sept. 21. 

Malcolm Atterbury, who success- 
fully revived stock in Albany last | 
season, after a 17-year lapse, 
open his second season, of 26 
weel.s, at the Playhouse, Oct. 
with “John Loves Mary.” 
the only piece that Atterbury has 
thus far selected. He hopes to do 
a Shaw work, possibly ‘“Pygma- 
lion.”’ 

Atterbury, who conducted the 
Tamarack Playhouse at Lake 
Pleasant for 11 years before 
after the war, is bringing back a 


number of jast season's performers. | 


They include Barbara’ Barton, 
Edwin Hunt, Naney Cushman, 
Peter Adams, Harry Young ‘direc- 
tor) and Pitt Herbert (stage man- 
ager), 


’ 





departed with plenty | 
Not only | 
did the show pull the healthy gross| | \ ; 
| of designers and architects formed 
by the American National Theatre 
& 


| part of 
for 
His | 
and 


‘ .ye j J y q % | 
current in New York and | eynert, 





{ manager 


uled interview but three successive | Now that 





| slated 
‘this fall by Ray Golden, 
_eted 
|}ample reserve.” 
| producer's 


| sible an 
will | jreturn in a $36,000 eapacity house. 
12. | stated 


his is production, 


and | 


j dances. Jack Pear} 


Jo Mielziner Heads 


ANTA Advisory Unit 


Jo Mielziner heads a committee 


Academy to advise college, li- 
brary and little theatre groups on 


technical production problems, It’s | 
program | 


ANTA’s service 
the theatre nationally. 
Others on the committee are 
Wallace Harrison, an_ architect, 
Stanley McCandles, 
with Richard 
liaison from the ANTA staff. 





Russo-tllis Team 


Anew on Jenny 


James Russo and Michael Ellis! Lives” 
| are 


establishing something of aj 
Broadway saga in their production 
partnership and association with 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” at the 46th 
Street theatre, N.Y. They're co- 
producers, with Gilbert Miller, of 
the revival of “The Play’s the 
Thing,” at the Booth, N.Y., and are 


| readying their own presentation of | 


“Jenny Kissed Me,” by Jean Kerr 
Pair formed their partnership 
when Russo was stage manager of 
“Finian” and Ellis was his assist- 
ant. With the presentation of 
“Play’s the Thing,’ Ellis resigned 
the ‘“‘Finian” spot to become stage 
of the Molnar revival. 
“Finian” is about to tour, 
Russo is quitting it to devote full 
time to the production of “Jenny.” 
Ellis will take over the “Finian” 
backstage spot the first seven weeks 
| of the tour, then join Russo with 

“Jenny.’ 

Successor as “Play’s the Thing”’ 
stage manager hasn’t been selected. 
Nor has it been decided who'll take 
over the ‘“Finian’’ spot when Ellis 
quits that. 


BAKER, JONES SET FOR 





NEW PAUL SMALL REVUE: 


‘complex. So says Guy Palmerton, 


Phil Baker and Allan Jones will |who runs the Worcester Playhouse 


star in Paul Small’s new revue, 
“Ed Wynn’s Laugh Carnival,” 
slated to bow 
Nov. 7 at the Curran. Small is 
east from the Coast to line up 
talent for the presentation. 
aiming at a weekly nut of $10,000. 

Baker and Sid Silvers will re- 
vive their “man in the box” rou- 
tine for the show, which is planned 
to run four to six weeks in Frisco 
on a 10- performance - per - week 
basis. Small also will try to make 
a deal with United Booking office 
for other bookings. 





‘Alive and Kicking’ 


Budgeted at 1506 


and Kicking,” revue 
Broadway production 
is budg- 


“Alive 
for 


at $150,000, including 
Accorging to the 
letter to prospective 
backers, the show will be geared 
to break even at $21,000 ‘on a 70-30 
deal with the theatre), making pos- 
$8,500 weekly operating 


Lee Shubert and Max Gordomare 
to “have evidenced their 
approval by offers to help in its 


ing his personal counsel and guid- 
ance in business matters.” More 
than half the required financing is 
claimed to have been already 
pledged. 

Show's authors 
Hoagy Carmichael, Paul 
Vebster, Irma Jurist, Hal 
Sonny Burke, Hal Finberg, 
ard Gersh and others. 
ray Anderson is ment’oned as di- 
rector and Jack Cole will do the 
star 


are listed as 


Leon- 


moo. 
anicay 


| 





| that 


(there again, 
| possible.” 


“an | 


draw. 


Shubert by putting up’ 
|all the bonds and Gordon by offer- 


Francis | 
Borne. | 


John Mur- | 


AD SPLURG 
UR 


GING 





the financial odds 
shows, Managers are 
unprecedented amounts 
their investments. In 
most cases they're trying to pile 
up larg? advance Sales with the 
idea of carrying their shows over 
the shaky initial period in case of 
unfavorable reviews. 

Most incoming shows have been 


increasing 
| against legit 
spending 
to protect 


‘tossing unusually large coin into 
display ads in the New York 
dailies, particularly the Sunday | 


lighting | 27@™2@ sections of the Times and | 


Beckhard | 


Herald 
Sept. 


Tribune. Former paper of 


of ads in that section, with ‘Love 
| Life,’ ‘Edward, My Son” and 
“Life With Mother” taking espe- 
cially large space. 

Both sheets carried almost as 
‘much display copy last Sunday 
(19), with “Light Up the Sky,” 
“Life with Mother,’ “Leading 
Lady” taking extra space in the 

| Times and “Love Life,’ “Private 


and “Life with Mother” 
splurging in the Trib. There have 
been’ an unusual number of extra- 
space ads in the daily editions, too. 

Managers are also spending 
sizable cvin on display signs. For 
instance, Oscar Serlin has erected 
a neon sign four stories high on 
the front of*the Empire theatre, 
where his production of “Life 
with Mother,” opens Oct. 20, It’s 
bright ied, with neon letters, and 
will be visible five blocks away at | 
Broadway and 45th street. Pro- 
ducer declines to reveal the cost 
involved, but admits that it 
amounts to “several 
dollars.” 

Michael Todd, whose 
musical comedy, “As the Girls Go,” 
is scheduled to premiere No. 2 at 
(Continued on page 51) 


Palmerton Stresses 


Less Star Complex 
In Strawhat Theatres 


Worcester. Sept. 21. 
What summer theatres need is a 
more sincere interest on the part 


‘of younger people, and less star 


here and the Lake Whalom Play- 


: ‘house, Fitchburg, Mass. 
in San Francisco | 8 


lie opened his Worcester season 
early, on May 26, to do a 15-week 


He’ i season of regular stock revivals. He 
esi} 


plaved four stars there in August, 
he says, “and my public revolted. 
They want a resident company, no 
stars, just the same people week in 
and week out in true stock tradi- 
tion. Reason I went in for a few 
stars this year in Worcester was 
last year we died with the 
heat in August and I wanted to 
protect myself. If I ever play stars 
it will be the biggest 


Palmerton is also against the 
chichi influence. ‘“‘Make the sum- 
mer theatre a real stock business,” 
he says, ‘and let's stop this ‘little 
theatre’ nonsense.” 

Unlike Worcester, Palmerton ad- 
mits that he had to play a star sea- 
son at Fitchburg, because “that’s 
different.” “Voice of the Turtle,” 
with John Payne and Joan Caul- 
field, did $13,000 for season’s best 
Larry Parks in “A Free 
Hand’ drew $8,000. Neil Hamilton 
in “Parlor Story.’ however, did 
$3.000, for season’s poorest draw. 





‘Father’ 
Omaha 


As Omaha Initialer 
Community Playhouse 
opened its 24th consecutive dra- 
matic season as usual at its own 
theatre Monday night (20) with | 
“Life With Father.” 
House practically 
first week of engagement. 








DADWAY 


With mounting production costs | 


| over 
12 carried almost two pages | : - 3 
| amount of the coin is expected to be 
recouped in another seven or eight 





|cast 


new | | tendance 


| with only 68 empty seats at Mon- | 
iday night’s (20) performance. While 
business was light the 








sold out for | nany hh 


| ment of the Ecuador 








which they started writing in 
New Dhaite Number . Cairo. | 
VARIETY’S new New York Mrs. Boyd did the book and 
telephone number is LUxem Miller the songs (words and music). 
burg 2-2700.. He used to work with Alan Jas 


Present BRyant 9-8153 phon: 
number applies until Oct. 3. 


‘Unusual No. of Incoming Shows 
Have Show Business Backgrounds 





Arthur Schwartz Plans 


Several Straight Plays. 


Schwartz, and 


producer, 


Arthur 
film-legit 


composer 

is 
production to concentrate on legit 
work. Main reason for his decision 
is the b.o. success of his current 


musical comedy, “Inside U.S. A.,” 
at the Majestic on Broadway. 


Legiter, which grossed $48,400 
last week, has already paid back 
half of the original $200,000 
investment after 20 weeks. Full 


weeks. 
He has several straight 
scripts under consideration. 


‘Angel’ Seeks 
To Float Angel 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
“Angel in the Wings” is slated 
to close Saturday night (25) at the 
Blackstone, but may continue if 
members succeed in raising 
additional coin. Marjorie and Sher- 


play 





|man Ewing, producers of the revue, 


|notified the company, including 
the starring Hartmans, of the 
scheduled shuttering, explaining | 


| that the show was not making ex- 


Cast is puzzled, inasmuch as at- 
rose sharply this week, 


first 
here, with “Mister Roberts” grab- 
bing most of the public notice, re- 
ceipts have» been mounting and 
the actors figure the worst is over. 

Entire company has agreed to 
take a salary cut to Reep the show 
running, with Hank Ladd reported | 
contacting friends in New York to 
obtain the necessary refinancing. 
According to those associated with 
the production, the Ewings wanted 
to close “Angel” in New York early 
last summer, when grosses eased | 
off in the general theatre slump. 
However, they were persuaded t6 | 
keep it on a couple of weeks with 
a revised salary deal with the cast. 
lowered terms from the theatre 
and with the use of two-for-ones. 
Musical subsequently got back into 


the black and played about two | 


months at a profit. 


Utah U. Plans To 
Import B’way Show 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 21. 

Univ. of Utah theatre is tenta- 
tively planning to import a Broad- 
way show next season as part of 
its annual summer festival. 

This summer the festival in- 
cluded the guest-star presentation 
of “Show Boat” for nine perform- 
ances and a production of “Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” entirely 
with college talent, except for a 
professional orchestra. The com- 
bined shows played to almost 50.- 
000 attendance and grossed $62.- 
000, excluding tax. 








Boyd-Miller Musical 
Carrie Boyd and Stanley 
have written a musical comedy 
which may see production this fall. 
She’s the wife of Max Boyd, the 
Associated Press bureau chief fo 
the Near East, and Miller was an 
|executive in the Cairo office of 
Metro. 
had offered him the manage- 
territory but 
ihe decided to complete the show 


Lerner (“Brigadoon,” etc.) in theii 


early years, 


turning | 
down all propositions for indie film | 


week | 


Miller | 


The film distribution com- | 


* This is apparently the season in 


| which playwrights discover 

business. Unprecedented 
the incoming shows have a 
theatrical background. In 
| quarters the situation is regarded 
as an attempt to meet a public 


demand for escape entertainment. 
In others, it’s viewed as merely 
| coincidence. 

Among the new plays about show 
biz, Moss Hart’s “Light Up the 
| Sky,” currently in rehearsal, may 
| cause the most speculative confab 


| 


|among first nighters, as its char- 


show 
number 
of 


some 


,acters include various’ readily- 
| identifiable Broadway figures. Un- 
| derstood, in fact, that only the 


| character of the author, who’s said 
to express Hart’s own ideas, isn’t 
a more or less defihite portrait. 

i; The Billy Roses (Eleanor Holm) 
are reportedly major characters in 
“Light Up the Sky,” with the pro- 

, ducer-columnist’s penchant for fine 

arts and his spouse’s_ glittery 

| jewelry taking a good-natured rib- 
| bing. Gertrude Lawrence prototy pe 
|is also suspected. “Bravo,” new 
| Edna Ferber-George S. Kaufman 
| comedy-drama, also has a theatrical 
theme, but reportedly hasn’t the 
identify-the-characters angle. How- 
ever, there are said to be several 

big names, including Bernard M. 
Baruch, among the offstage char- 

acters. 

“The Leading Lady,” Ruth Gor- 
don’s new play, in which she’s 
starred, deals with an actress who 
| tries a comeback after an extended 

| retirement. It’s currently playing 
a tryout in Chicago. “Grandma's 
Diary,” opening tonight (Wed.) at 
|the Henry Miller, N. Y., is about 
| a Soap opera authoress. It’s written 
| by Albert Wineman Barker, who's 
| scripted “Terry and the Pirates” 
and various other ether efforts. 

| “Kiss Me Kate,” the Cole Porter- 

| Bella Spewack musical based on 

i“The Taming of the Shrew,” is 

‘also said to have a show business 

| angle, as the leads are a star couple 
whose offstage life is a mild Golden 
Gloves. “A Play for Mary,” by 

| William McCleery, is a romantic 
| comedy about a young actress. 

John C. Wilson has it under option. 








Legit B.0. Gals Chip 
In at Indians’ Cage 
| To Stem Cleve. Tide 


Cleveland, Sept. 21. 

With the Cleveland Indians em- 
broiled in the hottest American 
League pennant race in years, this 
town is baseball-delirious. Mobs at- 
tending the team’s home games in 
he huge Municipal Stadium have 
been so large that the club manage- 
;ment has had to call on shew busi- 
iness for help. 

Boxoffice gals from the local 
legit and film houses have 
been hired to double at the Sta- 
dium ticket windows the afternoons 
of games. Practically anybody who 
can make change for a quarter and 
maintain relative sanity behind the 
b.o. grill is being used. 


Cochran’s U.S. Advent 


London, Sept. 21. 


Sir Charles B. Cochran, the dean 
of British legit producers, sails 
with his wife from London to New 
York on the Nieuw Amsterdam 
| Oct. 6, first trip to the U. S. since 
before the war. He'll be accom- 
'panied by composer Vivian Ellis, 
who is now working on a new mu- 
sical which Cochran will produce 
next season. 

Ellis also wrote the 
Cochran’s current production, 
“Bless the Bride,” London's longest 
running legiter now in its second 
year at the Adelphi. 








score for 





“First Lady” by George S. Kauf- 
man and Katherine Dayton, will be 
directed by Rebecca Thayer as the 


Dallas Little Theatre’s opening 
play of the 1948-49 season Oct. 
| 28-30. 
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Broadway-Opera Is a Two-Way Street, 
Says Halasz; Legit Rich in Talent 


Bridge between Broadway and 
longhair continues steadily to nar- | 
row. Traffic, in-fact, is so heavy 
both ways that it’s mecoming a 


two-way street, according to Laszlo | 


Halasz. director of the N. Y. City 
Opera Co. Roster of his company 
this fall is rich with Broadway 
names coming operawards, as well 


as with talent that sang in opera 
first, segued to musical comedies 
and operettas, and trekked back 
again 


We're finding an enormous 
amount of talent on Broadway,” 
says Halasz ‘They're also free of 
a lot of outworn eperatic tradition 
which they've never learned, thank 
God. saving us a lot of time in 
preparation.” 

New to N.Y.'s 
fall are Lawrence 
“Call Me Mister,” 
Amonasro in “Aida” and Tonio in 
“Pagliacci,” and John Tyers, from 
“Inside U.S.A.,” who'll do the title 
roie in “Eugene Onegin,” and the 
Figaro role in “Marriage of Fig- 
aro.” Also new are Dorothy Mc- 
Neil, from Spitalny’s orchestra, and 
Muriel O'Malley, from “Allegro.” 
Richard Bonelli, onetime Met bari- 
tone, who's been touring in mu- 
sical comedy in recent seasons, Is 
also joining the company 


City Center this 
Winters, from 
who will sing 


Those re-engaged include Vir- 
gZinia MacWatters and Wilma 
Spence, both of whom were in 
Broadway's ‘“‘Rosaiind’; Frances 
Yeend (‘Merry Widow’’); Marie 
Powers Medium’); Marguerite 
Piazza (Paper Mill Playhouse); 
Walter Cassell (various alfresco 


Nor- 
), and 
Goes To 


Virginia Haskins; 
Street Scene” 
(‘Helen 


operettas): 
man Cordon (“° 
William Horne 
Troy” 

Company this season will have 
two Negro members, Camilla Wil- 
liams and Lawrence Winters, sing- 
ing white roles. 

Season opens Oct. 6 with “Fig- 
aro” done in English. Full season 
will run eight weeks, through Nov. 


28, with seven more next spring. 
Halasz will be aristic and music 


director, with Jean Morel, Thomas 
P. Martin, Julius Rudel, Lee Shay- 
ner and Joseph Rosenstock as other 
conductors. Gian-Carlo Menotti, 
Leopold Sachse and Theodore Ko- 


misarjevsky will be stage directors. | 


Ballet Society will furnish talent 
for the dance interpolations, bring- 
ing George Balanchine into the pic- 
ture. Jean Dalrymple will direct 
institutional publicity, and Mar- 
garet Hartigan will be press rep. 

Although costs have doubled 
since the opera company started 
four 
have remained almost the same. 
Top this season will be $3 as 
eee last year’s $2.40. 


LIMITED- PARTNERSHIP 





PLAN FOR MPLS. CIVIC 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 
same 
utilized to 


The 
plan finance 
ployed by the Minneapolis Civic 
theatre to raise the necessary $15,- 
000 working capital for a proposed 


10-play season with guest stars at | 


the Lyceum, 
show house. 

Theatre is trying to sell 300 units 
at $50 each. 
represent a 50% 
1948-49 season. 


local legitimate road- 


interest in the 


after the season’s opening as is 
deemed practical. When the initia! 
investment is paid off, there’d be 
no further payment to the invest- 
ors until the season ends and the 
books are audited 


Mpls. Drive to Raise 
D0G More for Symph 


Viinneapolis, Sept. 21. 
Campaign is under way to raise 
additional $50,000 to supplement 
the $115,000 already pledged for 


the Minneapolis symph orch. In) 
to operate without a deficit | 
the ensuing season it has been fig- | 


order 


ured — that $165,000 must be 
pledged. L. M. Staples, president 
of the orchestral association, says 


that the orchestra’s expenses this | 

season will be $30,000 more than | 

in- | ship from the London (Can. 
| Theatre. 


last, mainly due to musicians’ 
creased salaries. 

Last season the orch itself 
earned more than $212,000, about 
two-thirds of the required financ- 
ing, according to Staples. 


and a half years ago, prices | 


limited-partnership | * 
Many | 
Broadway productions is being em- | 


The 300°:units would | 


. . . . ! 
The initial $50 in-| 
vestment would be repaid as soon? 





. 


Dallas Symph Skeds 90 


Dates; Dorati to Rome 
Dallas, Sept. 21. 

Symphony Orchestra will 
concerts this season, the 
since its reorganization. In 
1944-45 it scheduled 22 concerts 
In 1946-47 the number climbed to 
42. and the past season saw 52 
pertormances 

This season, 36 cities 
Arkansas 


Dallas 
do 90 
fourth 


in Texas 
Louisiana, New Mexico 


and Mexico will hear the orch- 
estra 

Antal Dorati, conductor of the 
Dallas Symphony, is leaving for 


Rome to make three motion pic- 
ture shorts dealing with symphony 
music. 


Gallo Breaks Precedent 
By Delaying San Cario 
Touring Till New Year 


Shattering a 
Fortune Gallo is 





35-year precedent, 
delaying the 


usual autumn tour of his San Carlo 
Opera Co., and won't send his 
troupe out until 1949 Compan) 
usually starts a season's trek in 
October Gallo sa he’s waiting 
for the fall elections to stabilize 
touring, labor situation and road 


conditions generally. 

Company will start mid-January 
in Pittsburgh:and work its way to 
the Coast and back. It has dates 
set at the Los Angeles Philhar- 
monic Feb. 21-26 and at San Fran- 
cisco’s War Memorial March 3-13. 

San Carlo, however, won't play 
Chicago this fall, although it may 
next spring. After the Chicago 
Opera Co. folded two seasons ago, 
Gallo went in last season as a 
pinch hitter and made a nice profit. 


RAINS WILL NARRATE 
COPELAND SYMPH PIECE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Claude Rains will make his sym- 
phony orchestra debut Oct. 15 and 
16 with the Philadelphia Orch, as 
| the narrator in the first perform- 
jance here of Aaron Copland’s 
‘Lincoln Portrait.”” Eugene Or- 





mandy will conduct. The film star | 


| will appear cuffo. 
| Ormandy, currently resting after 
| his summer season with the Holly- 
| wood Bowl Orch, will tee off the 
_local symphony season with con- 
|certs Oct. 1 and 2. Several novel- 
; ties are listed for first perform- 
jances this season, among them 
Bartok’s ‘Miraculous 
ite’ and a transcription of Lul- 
| ly’s “Noce Villageoise.” 

Guest conductors with the Philly 
Orch this year will 
;number of new compositions. Leon- 
| eed Bernstein will present Bartok’s 
Music for String, Percussion and 
Celeste”; Saul Caston has chosen 
the “Litthe Symphony in C’ by 
| the Denver musician, Cecil 
| ger; Hans Kindler will offer a 
| short work by the young American 
composer, Robert Ward and Alex- | 
lander Hilsberg will introduce |! 
Samuel Barber’s Second Sym- 
phony. Barber’s ballet. suite. 
“Medea,” was given its world 
premiere last season by the Phila- 
del phians. 








A young conductors’ contest will 
be held Sept. 29, comprising nine 
youthful musicians, selected from 
a field of 60 applicants. Ormandy 
will select two or three finalists to 
conduct a rehearsal with the ful! 
orchestra in works of Haydn, Mo- 
| zart, Beethoven and contemporary 
composers. The winner will be pre- 
ented to the public at a pair of 
concerts in December. He will also 
be assigned duties as assistant and 
nide to the conductor at rehearsals 
luring the season. 


CANADIAN ACTRESS WINS 


Olga Landiak, adjudged besi 
Canadian actress in the Canadian 
YJominion Drama _ Festival last 
| spring, sails for Great Britain from 
| Montreal Sept. 25 to attend the 
Royal Academy of Theatre Arts in 
London, Eng., on a $2,000 scholar- 
Little 


New York Philharmonic booked 
nto the mammoth Sports Arena, 
Toledo, for next April 29. 


Mandarin | 


premier a/ Formation of the new symphony, 


Effin- | 


' Steki’s Baton Opens 


1 

Columbus (O.) Season 
Columbus, O., Sept. 21. 

New York Philharmonic, under 

Leopold Stokowski, on Tuesday 

(28) will open the Columbus con- 

cert season. Current ske 


Plan Dennis, Mass., Art Center; 
Theatre Workshop, Music Hall 


lists 43 H 


‘longhair items. At least 10 more | 
are in the offing. 
Outside artists and orchs ac- 


count for about 20 of the concerts, 
with the remainder made up oft 
Columbus Philharmonic concerts, 
pops and local organizations. 


Actors Co. Eyes 
Coast ‘Eurydice 


1 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Christian Kelleen, Viveca Lind- 
fors and John Beal will co-star In 
Jean Anouilh’s “furydice,” which 
will get its American premiere at 
the Coronet here Oct. 14 as a 
| presentation of the Actors Co., 
legit group formed last year by 
David O. Selznick thesps Mel 
Ferrer. one of the original five 
founders of the Actors Co. will di- 
rect from his own English adapta- 
tion and translation. 

“Eurydice,” a modern adapta- 
tion of the Greek legend, was 
written in 1941. Localed in France 
prior to World War II, it has been 
presented only in Paris and Stock 
holm 

First Actors Co 
originate away from the group's 
strawhatter in La Jolla, it prob- 
ably will go to Broadway if the 
local stand is successful. It marks 
the beginning of a program ol 
year-round productions by the 


company, which hopes to have 
several vehicles available for 
Coast tours and possibly New 
York. 

Group may become the back- 
bone of a _ projected new legit 
theatre in Beverly Hills. Plans 


now in the talking stage call for 
the takeover and conversion of a 
film house, preferably a 700-seat- 


er, to shelter perhaps 10 plays 
annually with Hollywood names 
starred. It will be run in con- 


junction with the La Jolla opera- 
tion, for which third-season plans 
are nearing completion. 

Committee headed by 
Alan Miller of . Music 
America, Gregory Peck, another 
charter member of the company, 
|and Jerry Wald, Warners pro- 
| ducer, hopes to reach a definite 
decision this month on the plans 
for the non-profit operation. 


LINDEN TO HEAD NEW 


Ferrer, 
Corp. of 





SEATTLE CO-OP ORCH 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 
Original group of 40 local sym- 
phony musicians who set up their 
/own as yet unnamed orchestra has 
| been increased to 76 and Eugene 
| Linden appointed conductor. 


which plans 16 Seattle concerts 
| during the coming season, was ac- 
‘complished at a meeting here at 
the Musician’s Hall. The orches- 
tra will probably play other cities 
in this area in addition to the 
Seattle concerts. 

Formation of the cooperative is 
the result of a long controversy 
between the musicians and the 
management of the Seattle Svm- 
‘phony Orchestra Assn., which is 
also. planning a concert’ season 
| here. 
| 
Golschmann at Baton 
Tees Off St. L. Season 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 

The 69th consecutive season of 
the St. Louis symph tees off in 
the opera house of the Henry W. 
Kiel (municipal) auditorium Oct. 
15 with Vladimir Golschmann on 
the podium for the 18th straight 
year. Artists skedded for pas 
‘are William Kapel, Guiomar 
Novaes, Alexander’ Brailowsky. 
| Benedetto Michelangeli, Miecsy- 
law  Borszowski, Eugene List. 
Luboshutz and Nemenoff, Rudolt 
Serkin and Seymour Lipkin, pian- 
ists; Joseph Rabushka, 





Neveu, Carroll Glenn, Jascha Hei- 
fetz and Zino Francescatti, violin- 
ists; Martial Singher, baritone: 


Florence Quartararo, soprano; Ed- 
gar Lustgarten and Gregor Plati- 
gorsky, viola-cellists. 

In addition to the regular Satur- 
dav and Sunday concerts. the orch 


will p.a. in 25 cities in eight mid- 
western states starting in Feb- 
i ruary. 


i ste . 
Get Your 


production to 





‘Winslow Boy’ To 
Tee Off for St. Loo) 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 

The local 1948-49 legit season | 
tees off at the American theatre, 
sole legiter in this burg, Sept. 27, 
with Terence Rattigan’s re meg 
success. “The Winslow Boy,” for 
one-week stand. 

The second piece skedded for a 
one-week engagement is “For 
or Money,” with Francis Lederer 
and Janet Blair in the top roles 
Others to follow include “Annie 
Gun,” Blackstone the 
“John Loves Mary,” 
“Medea.” “Oklahoma,” “Command 
Decision,” “Born Yesterday,” “Al- 
legro,” ‘Man and Superman,’ 
“Happy Birthday,” “The Heiress,” 
“Angel in the Wings,” “The Play’s 
the Thing,” “Brigadoon,” 
Button Shoes,” “Streetcar Named 
Desire” and “Mister Roberts.” 

A campaign to swell the mem- 
bership of the Playgoers of St 
Louis is in full swing 


Big bai Music Sked 


Inked for New Orleans; 


magician, 


Set Spring Operettas 


New Orleans, 
New Orleans has an 
schedule of dramatic 
events this season. 
Irwin F. Poche, town’s leading 
impresario, has scheduled such at- 
tractions at his new Poche thea- 
tre as “Oklahoma!” for a week's 
run starting Oct. 11; “Burlesque,” 
Dec. 8: “Carousel,” Dec. 27, and 
the Monte Carlo ballet. 
January 
Rubinstein, 


Sept. 21. 
impressive 
and musical 


Robert Merrill and 


Margaret Webster’s productions of | 


“Hamlet and “Macbeth.” 
Evans in Shaw’s ‘“‘Man and Super- 
man” is scheduled for February. 

The Blackstone magic show and 
Sigmund Romberg’s “The Desert 
Song” are set for April. Dates 
have not been set for five Thea 
tre Guild shows. They 
“Allegro,” 
“A Streecar Called Desire,” “The | 
Heiress” and “That Winslow Boy.” 
The Vienna Boys’ choir and the | 
Don Cossack Russian chorus are 


Maurice 


,also set. 


The Poche, in business district, 
is now undergoing $200,000 re- 
modeling job which includes air- 
conditioning, new chairs, stage 
floor, renovation of dressing rooms 
and new marquee. House was for- 
merly Star, home of “sex” films 
and girl shows. 

A season's repertory of 14 per- 
formances of grand opera, begin- 
ning Oct. 7 and continuing through 
May 7, is announced by the New 


Orleans Opera House Assn. 


| 


Ginette | 


This is the longest local long- 
hair season since the old French 
Opera House was destroyed by fire 
in 1919. Artists who have already 
been engaged include Gladys 
Swarthout, Eleanor Steber, Kirs- | 
ten Flagstad, Graciela Rivera, Ir- | 
ma Gonzalez, Sara Menkes, Fred- 
erick Jagel, Igor Gorin, Eugene 
,;Conley, Mario Lanza and others. 

“Lucia de Lammermoor” will be 
the opener, with Miss Rivera as 
the star. 

Hugh Wilkinson, attorney, is 
president of the opera group. 

Plans for this city to join the 
long list of major southern cities 
which present a summer season of 
musical comedy and _ operetta 
jelled here with the visit of Denis 
DuFor of New York. He was here 
to complete arrangements’ with 
Poche to present a month of light 
opera in Municipal auditorium 
next May. 


Poche said big name singers are | 


being engaged now, 
by the best ‘ocal talent for 
chorus and dancing work. 


both 





Viadimir Golschmann 
In Return to St. Loo 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 

Viadimir Golschmann will re- 
turn as maestro of the St. Louis 
symph for the 18th 
season when the 69th season tees 
off the 1948-49 season in the opera 
house of the Henry. W. Kiel (muni- 
cipal) auditorium Oct. 15. 


Farbman again will be conrcert- 
mast°r and asst. conductor. 
Nineteen soloists have been 


‘inked for p.a. here. 


Love | 


“High | 


During | 
Poche will present Artur | 


_|Holloway Bay 


include | 
“The Play's the Thing,” | 


to .be backed | 


consecutive | 


Harry | 


Dennis, Mass., Sept. 21. 

Fund drive will be started this 
| fall to finance the construction of 
new buildings and renovation to 
create an art center on the Cape 
coo property here, as speci- 
fied in the will of the late Ray- 
|mond Moore. Both the coin-raising 
| and development of the project 
|will be pushed by degrees, with 
completion not expected for at 
least five years. Moore tounded and 
for some years operated the play- 
house. 

Besides enlarging the present 
playhouse from 500 to 700 seats, 
| plans call for construction of a mu- 
sic center, art gallery, a small ex- 
perimental theatre and _ various 
shops. The Cape cinema, restau- 
rant and other buildings already 
standing on the property will be 
renovated. Project is aimed to be 
self-supporting, as Moore left no 
funds to carry out his stipulated 


| plans. 

Raymond Moore’ Foundation, 
which is in charge of the under- 
taking, includes Joshua Nickerson, 
president; Francis R. Hart, first 
vicepresident; Philip R. Mather, 
second v.p.; Kenneth E. Wilson, 
secretary - treasurer, and Julius 
i Fleischman, Chester Slack and 
Richard Aldrich. Latter has oper- 


rated the playhouse since Moore’s 
death in 1940 


Lobero’s Next-Summer Plans 
Santa Barbara, Cal., Sept. 21. 


Rogers Brackett and Walter 
Rathbun, who operated the Lobero 
| theatre here as a strawhat this 


summer, plan to return next sea- 
|} son with emphasis on the perman- 
ent company instead of guest stars. 


Latter policy was necessary to 
| draw attendance for the _ initial 
| season, but it’s figured the outfit 


|} has built its own following and will 

be able to get by with fewer name 

guests next year 
Tentative schedule for 


1949 calls 


ifor eight productions, with the 
resident company doing five and 
stars booked for other three. 


Win Buff Strawhat Case 


Buffalo, Sept. 21. 
Seymour Rosing and _ Louis 
Funke, business managers of the 


Playhouse strawhat 
at Sherkston, Ontario, Canada, 
near here, were discharged in Buf- 
|! alo city court on charges of failing 
| to file a certificate of doing busi- 
| ness under an assumed name. 
Gloria Tripi, a rival impresario, 
brought the charges. . 
The court held that the business 
was being operated in Ontario and 
not Buffalo, as charged by Miss 
Tripi. 4 


‘INDPLS. CIVIC OPENS 
WITH ‘STATE OF UNION’ 


Indianpolis, Sept. 21. 

Indianpolis Civic Theatre will 
open its 34th season with “State 
of Union,” staged by Jack Hat- 
field. Oct. 1-9. Other attractions 
include “Barretts of Wimpole 
Street,” Nov. 5-13; “Brother Rat,” 
Dec. 10-18; age 3-4 Calls,” Jan. 
14-22; “Dream Girl,” Feb. 11-19; 
“All My Sons,” March 18-26: “I 
| Remember Mama,” April 15-23 
i ‘Bees and Flowers,” May 13- 
Hatfield will return for his sev- 
enth year as director, Walter S. 
Russell for third as set- designer. 
Theatre will have expanded work- 
shop and rehearsal facilities at ad- 








joining property recently = ac- 
quired with view to rebuilding 
next year as memorial to Booth 
Tarkington. 


16 Attractions Set For 


Philly Concert Series 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Emma Feldman, local concert 
| Manager, is celebrating the 15th 
anniversary of the Philadelphia 
| All-Star Concert Series this win- 
j ter at the Academy of Music with 
the most ambitious array of offer- 
ji ings she's yet essayed. There will 
| be eight events on the actual All- 
\Star Concert series, and eight 
other special musical attractions, 
all to be presented on the Academy 
Stage. 
The All-Star 








‘he series, whose sub- 
,Seription sale is now on, starts 
(Oct. 21 with Blanche Thebom. 


Succeeding offerings will include 
Robert Shaw and his Shaw Chor- 


ale; Lily Pons; Luboschutz and 
Nemenofl; Francescatti and Casa 


idesus; Jan 


Peerce, and Viadimi! 
\ Horowitz. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VarRIETy’s 


poxoffice estimates, for last week 
last season: 


Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.......... 


Total gross for all current shows 
Total season’s gross so far for all 


Number of new productions so far 


and the corresponding week of 


Last This 
Season Season 
ee SE, Pree 16 18 
308 301 
last week $387 500 $462,900 


shows... 








Paris Opera Ballet 


Boff $36,200 


In Chi, ‘Streetcar’ in Advance SRO 


Chicago, Sept. 21. + 


Biggest news in Chi legit was not 
strictly on the legit side—it was| 
the astounding business of the | 
Paris Opera Ballet at the Chicago | 
Civic Opera House in its first five | 
American performances at $3.71, 
top. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” opens | 
at the Harris tonight (21) to an ad- | 
vance sellout. Chi critics praised | 
the acting in “Leading Lady,” but; 
termed the play “the weakest of | 
Ruth Gordon's stagers.” 
is going through drastic rewrite. | 


There's a lull next week, with no | 


openings scheduled until Oct. 4,| 
when “Brigadoon” bows into the 
Shubert. 

“Mister Roberts” is 
business and mail 
heavy. : 
tinues to lead all attractions in 
money take. “Annie Get Your 


Gun” closes Sept. 25 after 12-week 
reappearance which was fairly suc- 
cessful. ‘Angel in the Wings” 
hovers on the right side of the 
break-even point, and seems to be 
catching on. In the October wind 
are “The Winslow Boy” and “The | 
Heiress.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Angel in the Wings,” Blackstone | 
(2d week) (1,358; $4.40). On the} 
right side of the ledger with $13,-| 
800. 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” Shubert| 
(llth week) (2,100; $4.44). Show} 
closes Sept. 25. Last week steady | 
$25.000. 
“High Button Shoes,” Great) 
Northern (18th week) (1,500; $6.19). | 
Still the tops in legit with $32,000. 
“Leading Lady,” Selwyn (ist} 
week) (1,000; $4.33). Critics’ nays 
chilled the sale, with mild $12,500 | 
“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,334: $4.33). Boff $28,800 
“Paris Opera Ballet,” Civic Opera 
House (3,593; $3.71). Tremendous | 
$36,200 for five times. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har-| 
ris (1,000; $4.33). Opens tonight to 
packed house. 


‘STREETCAR’ RECORD 
$30,679 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 











Second and final stanza of 
“Streetcar Named _ Desire” _ at 
Nixon last week broke alltime 


ifor 





‘Okla!’ 226. Omaha 


Omaha, Sept. 21. 

“Oklahoma!” did $22,200 at the 
2,100-seat Omaha theatre Sept. 13- 
15 with a matinee the last day. 
House was scaled to $4.20 top 
nights and $3.60 top matinee. Mati- 
nee was a little off but the nights 
were practically sellouts. 

This was second time around for 
two years ago at the 2,800-seat 
Paramount for seven performances 
at practical sellout. 


Comedy | ‘“Oklahoma!,” which played nearly | H A (’ 
Hot K.L. Upener 





$79 000 in Boston 


Boston, Sept. 21. 
“Love Life,’ opener here Mon- 
day (13) wnder Theatre Guild 


with mixed comment. Show drew 
everything from raves to lukewarm 


husky biz-getter and seems set to 
it top grosses throughout its stay. 


a week’s session at the Majestic, 
was well-liked and did okay on 
eight performances. 
Openers this week are 
mand Decision,” first time here at 


the Wilbur; “Harvey” at the Colo- | 
nial indefinitely and “The Trial of | 


Mary Dugan” at the Majestic, all 
last night (20). Tonight “Show 
Boat” returns to the Opera House 
an indefinite engagement. 
Ahead are prospects up until Nov. 
1, with “The Silver Whistle,” at 


ithe Plymouth, Sept. 27, in the im- | 


mediate foreground. 
Boston Repertory Associates, di- 
rected by Gerald Savory and Mi- 


10-week lease on the Shubert 
Copley as of Nov. 1, and will debut 
with four revivals and one new 
script. Plan is to create a resident 


cial support from Hub _ theatre 
goers. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Grandma’s Diary.” Wilbur (2d 





house record for a $3-top non- 


musical by ringing up sensational ; 


gross of $30,679. That was nearly 
$4,000 better than opening session, 
when take was held down because 
of ATS-Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion sales of season tickets and 
tops previous high of $29,700 set 
= a year ago by Joe E. Brown 
n “Harvey.” 

Seats were at a premium right 
from the teeoff of the holdover, 
with even the boxes, which are 
hard to get rid of at Nixon, going 
clean for every performance. Sec- 
ond balcony of nearly 800 seats, 
notably poor sellers here, especial- 
ly for a straight play, got terrific 
play as well, and final few shows 
Played to as much standing room 
as law would allow. 

No leiup is looked for in next 
couple of weeks at least, with 
“Brigadoon” opening a fortnight’s 
engagement last night ‘Mon.) to 
sock advance, too. It'll be followed 
Oct. 4 by “The Heiress.” 


- ‘Burlesque’ 156, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

“Burlesque,” the stage play, ap- 
parently suffered from confusion 
In the public mind with the fact 
burlesque of another variety re- 
turned to town at Alvin theatre. 

Calls at Lyceum boxoffice indi- 
cated many customers 
“Burlesque” was burlesque, and 
pointing up of the difference in 
ads didn't help too much. The 
Bert Lanr vehicle, with 
Hudson, at $3.60 top in 1,869-seat 
theatre, pulled a light $15,000 in 
week’s run. 
_ Next legit offering at the house 
is “Annie Get Your Gun,” opening 
Sept. 27 for a week. 





Rochelle | 


week) (1,200; $3). American Thea- 
‘tre Group debut failed to interest 
this town with estimated $2,000 
optimistic. Insist on taking it in, 
however. 

“Juno and the Paycock,” Ma- 
jestic (1st week) (1,500; $3). Sara 
Allgood starrer moved over from 
Cambridge strawhatter for eight 
performances starting Tues. (14). 
Generally admired, and Hub’s Irish 
population turned out well enough 
to give it an estimated $6,000, to 
break about even. No _ further 
plans for it. 

“Love Life,” Shubert (1st week) 
(1,750; $4.20). Theatre Guild de- 
buter here with plenty of comment 
and a few solid rave notices stir- 
ring up plenty of interest. Did a 
sweet estimated $29.000 first. week 
and should gain on final fortnight, 
now current, with raise scaled at 
$33.000. 

“Town House,” Colonial (3d 
week) (1,500; $3.60). Didn’t make 
the bid expected on third week, 
with estimated $10.000 a little bet- 





/ here now and can figure on plenty 
| long run. 


| 
‘Carousel’ Gets Raves. In 


' Frisco, 326; ‘Medea’ 22 


| 
San Francisco, Sept. 21. 
| “Carousel” opened at the Cur- 





thought | ran, Monday (13) to rave reviews. | first half of the week, Monday- 


| First week of this Theatre Guild 
| production, at the Curran (1,776; 
$4.80), showed a big $32,000. 
“Medea” at the Geary 

| $3.60), starrme 
held to a strong $22,000. 

| “Raze The Roof,” musical revue 
starring Jerry Lester. opened at 
ithe Tivoli (1,400; $2.88) Friday 
17). 


(1,550; 


‘Juno and the Paycock.” moving | 
in from Cambridge strawhatter for | 


“Com- | 


chael Linenthal, meantime, signed | 


rep company with plenty of finan- | 


ter but not good enough. “Harvey” | 


Judith Anderson, | 
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Jostyn’s ‘Dugan’ Light 


$2,500 in 4 at N. H. The Heat Is Off Broadway Biz; 


New Haven, Sept. 2]. 

Despite a fair enough production 
headed by _ radio’s “Mr. District 
Attorney,” Jay Jostyn, road revival 
| of “Trial of Mary Dugan” got off 
on a light foot at Shubert last 
| weekend (16-18). Indications are 
i that this one should do okay on its 
| one-and-two-night stands along the 
| Atlantic seaboard after it gets away 
from such key cities as this, which 
}usually house the country’s top| 
legit attractions. Four perform-| 
ances at $3 top in this 1,600-seater | 
hit an approximate $2,000. 





“Edward, My Son” makes its 
American bow here this week | 
(22-25) and next week brings 


another baptism with “Charleston, | 
1822” (“Set My People Free’’). Con- | 
tinuing the tryout routine is the) 
Moss Hart opus, “Light Up The’ 
| Sky,” due Oct. 6-9, and the Kauf- 
|man-Ferber “Bravo,” set for Oct. | 
21-23. “Command Decision” does a 
|last half on Oct. 14-16. 

' Arena has booked the Diamond | 
B Rodeo for six days (Sept. 28- 
Oct. 3). 





‘Okla’ 346 As | 


| Kansas City, Sept. 21. | 
Legit season got off to a rousing 


doing top, § °c) ! start here last week with “Okla- 
order is very} ve 2 weet homa!” in its third time around and | 
“High Button Shoes” con- |2 sellout for five performances. | 


Musical jammed the Music Hall 
{four nights, Thursday-Sunday, at! 


$4.27 top, and Saturday matinee at | 
$3.66 top, with all seats sold out} 


early Friday. Take for the five| 


| shows in the 2,572-seat hall figures | 
| $33,500, the tops. 
| A & N Presentations, 
auspices, set the town on its ear | 


which : 
brought in the show, will follow it! 


'with “Annie Get Your Gun” for a} 
| week beginning Oct. 4. 
notices, but quickly emerged as a/' 


This also 
is likely to be a sellout, or near 
capacity, judging from’ advance 
ticket sale. Jimmy Nixon, of the 
partnership, figures the response 
shows a growing interest through- 
| out the Kansas City trade territory. 
|A & N is going after this by build- 
ing mail order business, running a 
coupon in the Kansas City Star 
with advance notice of ads. 
Playgoers’ League already is well | 
| under way with some 3,000 mem-| 
| bers, about same pace it kept last 
season. Member pays a dollar to} 
join the League, for which he gets | 
advance notice of bookings andj 
choice of seats week before general | 
sale. 








‘FOOL’ SOUR $8,000; 
‘LUCY’ GRIM $1,200, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Polio scare was blamed last week 
\for b.6. slump that hii three legit 
houses, giving the Biltmore and 
|Coronet especially their worst 
' weeks in recent years. “Blackouts” 
land “Lend An Ear” held up al- 
though mostly by virtue of off-the 
| street sales that took care of un- 
|expected cancellations. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“April Fool,” Biltmore (3d wk) 
(1,636; $3.60). Final week’s $8,000 
was in the red. Also Biltmore’s 
worst week in several seasons. 
Show was being rewritten right up 
to final performance here. ; 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(326th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Back to 
$17,000. 

“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas 
(14th wk) (388; $3). Capacity $7,100 
again. 

“Lucy,” Coronet (lst wk) (255; 
$3). Opened Wed. (15) and got 
unanimously harsh treatment from 
critics; $1,200 for four days, or 
about 25% capacity, is worst house 
has had. 

“Separate Rooms,’ New Beaux 
Arts (18th wk) (560; $3). Slipped 
‘to $3,400. 


“Okla” Strong $33,000 











In Upstate N. Y. Split 


Jamestown, N.Y., Sept: 21. | 
| Touring company of “Oklahoma” | 
| pulled a satisfactory gross of $15,- | 
/500 at Shea’s theatre here last | 
| Thursday-Saturday (16-18), giving | 
jit a total of over $33,000 for the | 
week. 

Show racked almost $18,000 the 


| 


| Wednesday (13-15) at Shea’s, Erie. 


| . 
| ‘Winslow’ 12G, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Sept. 21. 

| Aided by enthusiastic notices, 
“The Winslow Boy” drew $12,000 
to the Davidson for four nights and 
a matinee. Critics gave it good, 
‘notices. 





| Heitor Villa-Lobos: 
‘ick Hazlitt Brennan, 


Wonder’ Spiffy 


$15,200 in Ist 5, 


Heaven’ N.S.G., ‘Hilarities’ Folds 


Attendance zoomed again last 
week on Broadway, taking grosses 
to the highest level since last 


spring. Following the end of the! 


vacation period, the arrival of 
cooler weather was generally cred- 
ited with the improvement. An- 
other factor may have been the 


opening of a number of new shows, | 
iwhich generally stimulates public | 
interest in legit, even if the shows ! 


themselves may be disappointing. 

So far, 
rived. As usual, the incoming crop 
has been spotty, with only one 


| prospect for boxoffice success. Lat- | 


ter is “Small Wonder,” intimate 
revue at the Coronet. 


other arrival, “Heaven on Earth,” 


| was rapped by the critics, but con- 


tinues on a modified setup. Closings 
over the weekend were “‘Hilarities,”’ 
Saturday (18) at the 
after 14 performances; “Command 
Decision,” at the Fulton, and “The 
Heiress,” at the Biltmore, the same 
night, and “Show Boat,” at the City 
Center, Sunday night (19). Latter 
three shows went on tour. 


There are four premieres this 
week: ‘Magdalena,” Monday night 
(20), at the Ziegfeld; ‘“‘A Story for 
Strangers,” last night (Tues.), at 
the Royale; ‘““Grandma’s Diary,” to- 
night (Wed.) at the Henry Miller, 
and “Town House,” tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), at the National. Two 
openings are listed for next week: 
“Time for Elizabeth,” Monday 
night (27) at the Fulton, and ‘“Ed- 
ward, My Son,’ Thursday night 
(30), at the Martin Beck. 

Estinfates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(123d wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Irving 
Berlin’s smash getting profitable 
attendance again after its late- 
summer slump; ‘s2arly $38.000. 

“Born Yesterday.” Lyceum 


(137th wk) (C-993; $4.80). Stili get- | 


ting ample profit, but the Garson 


| Kanin play must vacate the theatre 


when “Bravo” is ready: may either 
tour or move to another house 
then; meanwhile, road company is 
rehearsing; about $13.000. 


“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(40th wk) (D-968:; $4.80). War 
drama had a profitable run; final 
week’s attendance soared, with 


two-for-ones discontinued for the | 
last six performances; closed Satur- | 
day night (18) for fine $16,800: tour | 
opened this week in Boston. | 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(88th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Long-run | 
musical is about to go on the road; | 
closes Oct. 2; about $30,000. 

“Grandma’s Diary,” Miller (C- 
940; $4.80). Comedy by Albert 
Wineman Barker, presented by 
American Theatre Group, opens 
tonight (Wed.). 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (204th wk) 
(C-902; $4.80). Mary Chase laugh 
show keeps on playing to profitable 
houses; Joe E. Brown slated to stay 
in the lead indefinitely; over $13,- 
000. 

“Heaven on Earth.” Century (1st 
wk) (M-1,670; $6). Monte Proser- 


Ned C. Litwack production opened | 


Thursday (16) and got a poor press, 
but Lee Shubert has granted siz- 
able reduction in the house terms, 
Equity is being asked for salary 
cuts and royalty concessions are 
sought, so the show is continuing; 
$16.800 for first four performances. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(50th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Musical 
smash has regained virtual capac- 
ity pace; $36,500 claimed last week: 
moves Oct. 18 to the larger (1,900 
capacity) Broadway, to make way 
for the musical, “‘My Romance.” 

“Hilarities,” Adelphi (2d wk) 
(R-1,400; $3.60). Folded Saturday 
night (18) after 14 performances: 
about $11,000 for last nine perform 
ances. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice.” Center (13th 
wk) (R-2,964: $2.88). Back on 
regular nine-performance  sched- 
ule and pulled slick $48,000, which 


|is plenty profitable. 


“Inside U.S.A.,” 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). 
000, only about 
pacity; 
week. 

“Magdalena,” Ziegfeld 
$6.60). Musical, with score’ by 
book, Freder- 

Homer Cur- 
ran; lyries, Robert Wright, George 
Forrest; presented by Homer Cur- 
ran; opened Monday night (20). 


Majestic (2ist 
Jumped to $48.- 
$1,000 below c¢a- 
started even better this 


“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad-} 
| hurst (36th wk) ‘R-1,160; $6) 
run Intimate revue jeaped to $29-- | 


400, apparently slated to continue 


until arrival of “Light of the 
Sky” at the house. 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (31st 


no new smash has ar-'! 


Last week’s | 


Adelphi, | 





(O-1.628; | 


Long- | 


wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Always 
| SRO at this smash war play ;hit 
| $35,000 again. 

“Show Boat,” City Center (2d 
wk) (M-3,025; $3). Road revival of 
Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, tuner hauled in $43,000 for the 
' second week of its limited stay, 
with $10,700 on the final two per- 
formances Sunday (19): started the 
tour this week in Boston. 

“Small Wonder,” Coronet (ist 
wk) (R-998: $6). New intimate re- 
vue opened Wednesday night (15) 
to a divided press; got mild $15,200 
for first five performances, 
| but its chances should be indicated 
better this week. 


| “Story for Strangers,” Royale 
, (C-1,035; $4.80). Play by Mare 
Connelly, presented by Dwight 


| Deere Wiman, opened last night 
(Tues.). 

| “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (42d wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Another invariable sellout, 
| with the standee trade the only 
| changing factor; $27,500 again last 
| week. 

| “The Heiress,” Biltmore (51st 
| wk) (D-920; $4.80). Fine run ended 
| Saturday night (18), with $13.526 
| closing week; show started tour 
this week in Philadelphia. 

“The Play’s the Thing,’ Booth 
(18th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Another 
rfair week for this Ferenc Molnar 
revival; $13,800. 

“The Respectful Prostitute” and 

“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (32d 
| wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Attendance 
| bulged again to trifle over $14,000; 
must vacate this house after an- 
other week, but then slated to 
transfer to another Broadway the- 
atre. 
“Time for Elizabeth,” Fulton 
| (C-968; $4.80). Play by Norman 
|Krasna and Groucho Marx, pre- 
| sented by Russell Lewis and How- 
ke Young, opens Monday night 
| (277). 

“Town House,” National 
1,172; $4.80). Dramatization by 
Gertrude Tonkonogy, from John 
| Cheever’s magazine sketches, pre- 
| sented by Max Gordon, opens to- 
; morrow night (Thur.). 


Bolger: Charley’ 
OK 256, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

Philly’s legit setup will be in full 
operation Thursday night (23) 
when all four of the city’s regular 
playhouses will be active. 

With Ray Bolger recovered from 
his laryngitis, which cancelled two 
performances, ‘“‘Where’s Charley?”, 
first tune tryout of the season, is 
now in its last two weeks at the 
| Forrest, with fairty good biz indi- 
cated, especially with “Brigadoon” 
out as competish. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (2d week) 
| (1,877; $3.90). Absolutely terrific: 
| $37,000. 

“For Leve or Money,” Locust 
(2d week) (1,580; $3.25). Ended two 
weeks’ engagement with a fair 
$10,000, probably meaning a little 
profit. 

“Where’s Charley?”, Forrest (ist 
week) (1,766; $3.90). Illness of Ray 
Bolger cancelled Tuesday night and 
Wednesday matinee. Okay $25,000 
for six performances. Notices good. 
Tryout has already had a half-hour 
trimmed. Now in final fortnight. 


‘SUMMER’ PLENTY BiG 
$18,500 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

“Summer and Smoke,” new 
Tennessee Williams play at the 
Cass in a pre-Broadway showing, 
drew a nice gross in its opening 
week. Local crix were divided 
in their opinions; two gave it rave 
notices, calling it a new Broadway 
hit, with Harvey Taylor,. Detroit 
Times critic, sounding the lone dis- 
senting voice. 

Blackstone’s magic show stavs 
over at the Shubert-Lafayette after 
a successful week. On Monday 
(27) “John Loves Mary” comes to 
the Cass. “For Love of Money” 
opens the same night at the Shu- 
bert-Lafayette. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Summer and Smoke,” Cass (2d 
wki (1,462: $1.26 to $3.°S!. Very 
satisfying $18,500 in opening week. 

Blackstone magic show. Shubert- 
' Lafayette, (1.950: $1.20 te $2.40). 
Estimated $14,500. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Raze the Roof {uting to the general overall pic- 

San Francisco, Sept. 17. | them 

Maurice Dulse oe © f the in which they are required to grace, 

aa ‘ ort . °r: matures ; . . 7 Fi ail 

v toe tes chili Williams. Bobb3 She: which apparently did not recelve 

wood, tay Malone, Cecil Stewart’s Royal,too much creative attention from 

rogues with Mark Cook, Hector & His the producers 

Pals, Joe Pasce, Lita Terris Girls, Bobby — 

Sherwood’s Orch; others in cast inctuae himself 


‘ture are eight showgirls, most of | Dublin, 


prettier than the costumes 


Lester panicked his 


Ailen Egan. Roland Hughston, Clifford 2 cceptible opening-night  turn- 
or sketches and special material bs . * 5 4 
we Averris. At Curran, San Francisco,’ out. Several blackouts in which 
opening Sept. 17, °48; $2.80 top he figures are solid comedy loaded 
—— _ With hoke. His standard bits go 
The two acts and 15-scene me! over with smash effect, and his 
ange dubbed “Raze The Root’ 1S ¢lose is hilarious and well han- 
Friseo’s bid to equal the prosper-| died iih respect to the other en- 
enjoyed by Ken Murra} and tertainess, each of whom receives 
his Blackouts” in L. A., With an uncontested opportunity, in 
Jerry Lester a solid local favorite cnite of Lester being on the stage 
doing the honors, supported by most of the time 
some hot, some tepid vaude acts Tightened up with some per- 
In the main, Lester, panne former bits culled to give better 
ported by the zany Wier Bros: coherence, “Raze The Roof’ may 
succeeds in keeping the patrons 


yet prove a payoff that will justi- 

fy the efforts and investment of 

Maurice Duke and his associates. 
Ted. 


happy, and his large Frisco fol- 
lowing may keep the turnstiles 
moving, especially with a $2.80 
top to make for bargain buying. 

Lacking, regrettably, is the vast 
horde of tourists who keep the 
“Blackouts” in the black; and 
tourists are a much greater source 
of revenue in L. A. 
Frisco. 

Each of the two 
Root” acts open 
perked up after some minutes. In 





Juno and the Payeoek 
Boston, Sept. 14. 


than in’ Kilty and Albert Marre revival of drama 
by Sean O’Casey Stars Sara Allgood 
‘aa ; . Directed by Albert Marre; set, Robert 
Raze The! o’Hearn: costumes, Pat Havens. At Ma- 
weekly but are | jiestic, Boston, Sept. 14, ’48; $3.60 top. 

; Mary Boyle : : Jan Farrand 


: ; =a Johnny Boyle Robert Fletcher 
the first act it is the Wieres who) Juno Boyle .. Reva Allgood 
yrovide the shot in the arm; in| Jerry Devine Jerry Kilty 
the ners it is himself. | ..+°?*.,. “Ack Boyle Whitford Kane 


Lester 
There is good dancing by Raj 
Ma! ig ec < of musical 
Malone; a big = . + Gost Wink Venter 
charm and know-how by Obby | Charlie Bentham 
Sherwood’s orch (12), who play in| Mrs. Maizie Madigan 
the pit most of the time but close | Yrs. Pancred...-... 
the show as a stage band; and a) Second Neighbor... 
tried and true dog act that de-| Third Neighbor . 
lights the audience, i.e. Hector Meo pe Nugent 

. obilizer 
and His Pals. ; Furniture 

Of the fare which can be char- 

ftably piaced under the classifica- 
tion of ‘“miscast’” are blond, | 
shapely Chili Williams, who con- \ ’ 
tributes little that stirs or amuses; | Zagement downtown, gives Sara 
Cecil Stewart’s Royal Rogues (5),| Allgood a chance to register solidly 
robustly garbed in tights as/in the role she created with the 
French cavaliers, who tee off with Abbey Players in 1924, but it’s 
*The Song of the Vagabonds” and | doubtful that the supporting cast 


“Joxer’’ Dals Thayer David 

Sewing Machine Saleswoman 
Burry Fredrik 
Peter Temple 
Miles Morgan 
Alice Dunne 
Leslie Paul 
Douglas 
Phyllis DeFord 
Judith Brodsky 
Albert Marre 
...-Peter Temple 
temoval Men Carl Herwitz, 
Douglas Whitney 


This item. moved in from Cam- 
bridge strawhatter for a week's cn- 


' 
| 


ure, but the old spark just isn’t 
there. 

Supporting cast, in this tale of 
the disintegration ot a family in 
poverty - stricken, revolutionary 
isn’t up to the script, 
either, though in anything less tax- 
ing the members wouid doubtless 
prove capable. Best portraits are 
those of Joxer by Thayer David, 
who nearly gets away with it, and 
of Maizie Madigan by Alice Dunne, 
who comes very close indeed. The 
whole show is, of course, Sara All- 
good, who, even so, needed tauter 
direction in order to give here fast 
delivery more clarity in the 


‘lighter moments Kane scores, too 


} into. 


Thayer David, Robert Fletcher, Jerome | 


| Wine Merchant 
| Highheels Benny 


Whitney | 


they carry on, to the amazement has the kilowats to illuminate | 
of the ticketholders, with five! O’Casey’s great play for Broadway 

Irish songs. Also billed are Lita Producers, who did well with it 
Terris, who sings two operatic at Cambridge. and not bad with it 


items with great vigor and garn- 
ers vigorous applause; and Joe 
Pasco, bag-punching champion, 
who in this era of atomic wallop 
seems sadly dated. Also contrib- 


here, tried hard to get Barry Fitz- 
gerald as the paycock, but he 
couldn't see it Substitution of 
Whitford Kane probably was next 
best, and he gives it a lot of stat- 


but the heavy passages 
strong 


arent too 


Production is economical but sat- 
isfactory, and it adds up to a com 
mendable reading of a great play 
But it never takes off to become 
what it is. one of the soaring mas- 
terpieces of the theatre, and it is 
hard to see how it could, save in 
the hands of the Abbey players 
themselves. It’s a tradition and 
language the cast has to be born 
Elie ‘ 


Lucy 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Harry Gondell production of comedy in 
prolog and eight scenes by Steve Portney. 
Directed by Ella Gerber. Setting executed 
by Milton King from a design by Geoffrey 
W Alan. Opened at Ceronet, Hollywood, 
Sept. 15, °48: $3 top. 
Niccolo Machiavelli 
Lucretia (Lucy) Borgia 
Wilbur Wallaby Norman Budd 
Henry Parker Olan Soule 
Arbuthnot Gillige: Loyal Underwood 

P George Slocum 
sends Joe McTurk 
Ferris Taylox 
Julia Draper 

Eddy Fields 
Ratsy hava Tire Jim Vance 
Radio Announcer.. Robert M. Young 


Steve Darrell 
Marilyn Williams 


Malcolm Helton 
Hester Helton 
Ace Diamond 


Of all the scripis tried out at 
the Coronet in the last 18 months, 
“Lucy” is probably the worst. An 
insipid play at best, despite the 
futile effort to cover the obvious 
holes with a cloak of fantasy, the 
best it can do is manage a few 
simpers along the way. 

The plot has Lucrezia Borgia, 
familiarly referred to as Lucy, re- 
turning to earth as an emissary of 
The Man With The Horns to cor- 
rupt a guileless and_ ineffectual 
bankteller. Apart from a madden- 
ing slur at Miss Borgia—character- 
izing one of history’s slickest and 
smoothest femme fatales as a 
crude, bumbling enchantress—the 
script fails to generate any interest 
at all 

Steve Portney’s mistake in writ- 








=adeemmumes 





ing it and Harry Gondell’s in pro-| 
ducing it is matched by Ella Ger-) 


ber’s error in direction. In an ef- 
fort to play it for non-existent 
farce value, she injected an inter- 
mittent note of frenzy that racked 
the cast. 
Marilyn Williams, daughter of 
the late Marion Harris, handles the 
title role with a promise of better 
things if she gets her hands on a 
better, script. Olan Soule as the 
bank ¢lerk and Julia Draper as his 
love interest are okay, and Norman 
Budd, as Lucy’s assistant; Joe Mc- 
Turk, as a tout, and Eddy Fields, as 
a bookie. all register strongly. Re- 
mainder of the cast generally over- 
plays Kap. 








oo 
Jocks Hold Reins 
i—————= Continued from page 1 ——— 
sales of a tune spurt following such 
a “drive,” or sheet sales request 
turn up, a publisher gets a fairly 
good idea of whether or not his 
song has hit possibilities. Of 
course, the commercial program 


with a high Hooper is still the ulti- | 
plug | 


mate promotional goal—the 
that sells copies—but performances 
of new songs by them 's rare. Vir- 
tually none will touch a melody 
until it’s a proven hit. 

Pubs do not bypass the personal 
touch with jockeys, however, de- 
spite the constant stream of com- 
muniques. N. Y. and Hollywood 
staffs are increasingly hitting the 
road on treks of a week and longer 
to meet, entertain and otherwise 
strengthen their holds on disk 
shows. 

This increasing attention to jocks 
is not restricted to publishers. Re- 
cording artists are concentrating 
more and more of their promo- 
tional coin allotments in the same 
direction. Whereas in the past this 
expenditure was an_ all-purpose 
fund, with disk jock attention a 
sideline channel, many artists are 


now focusing the majority of their | 
efforts in the one direction. Some | 
artists, such as Perry Como, have | 


hired p.a.’s to do nothing but con- 
tact jockeys, in conjunction with 
and beyond the activity levelled in 
that direction by the recording 
companies for which they wax 
Dinah Shore did the same thing 
last year with Herb Hendler, who’s 
now with RCA-Victor. 





Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 20-Oct. 2) 

“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Har- 
ris, Chi. (20-2). 

“Angel In the Wings’’—Black- 
stone, Chi. (20-2). 

“Annie Get Your 
bert, Chi. (20-25); 
> Lowen) 


(eain-d, 


“Blackouts of 1948"—El Capitan 
L. A. (20-2). 

“Born Yesterday’ — Playhouse, 
Wil. (23-25); Ford’s, Balto. (27-2). 

“Brigadoon” — Nixon, Pitt. (20- 


Gun"’—Shu- 
Lyceum, Mpls. 


27) 

“Burlesque” — Capital, Yakima 
(22); Temple, Tacoma (23); Int’l, 
Vancouver (24-25); Met., Seattle 


(97_9 


“Carousel”—Curran, Frisco (20- 


“Charleston, 1822” (‘Set My 


People Free” Shubert N H. 
(30-2) 

“Command Decision” — Wilbur, 
Bost. (20-2). 





“Edward My 
New Haven (22-25). 

“For Love or Money”’—Ford’s, 
Balto (20-25). 

“Harvey”—cColonial, Bost. (20-2). 

“High Button Shoes” —Gt. 
Northern, Chi. (20-2). 

“John Loves Mary” — Royal 
Alexandra, Tor. (20-25); Cass, Det. 
(27-2) 

“Love 
(20-2). 

“Man and Superman”’—McCar- 
ter, Princeton (29-30); Playhouse, 
Wil. (1-2). 

“Medea’’—Geary, Frisco (20-25); 
Biltmore, L.A. (27-2) 

“Mr. Roberts’”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(20-2 

“Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Buff. 
(20-25); Royal Alex., Toronto (27-2). 

“Oklahoma!” — Forum, Wichita 
(20-25); Majestic, Dallas (27-2). 

“Private Lives’ — Locust St., 
Philly (20-2), 

“Show Boat’’—Opera Hse., Bos- 
ton (20-2). 


Son” Shubert, 


Life’ — Shubert, Bost. 


“Silver Whistle’? — Plymouth, 
Bost. (20-2). 
“Summer and Smoke” — Cass, 


Det. (20-25): Hanna, Cleve. (27-2). 
“That’s the Ticket’ — Shubert, 
Philly (20-2). 


“The Heiress” — Walnut St., 
Philly (20-2). 
“The Leading Lady”’—Selwyn, 


Chi. (20-2). 


“Trial of Mary Dugan” — Ma- 
jestic. Bost. (20-2 

“Where’s Charley?” — Forrest, 
Philly (20-2) 


“Winslow Boy”—Cox. Cincy (20- 
25); American, St. Louis (27-2). 
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The ONLY Singing M.C. Ever 
Held Over 30 Weeks in the 
HISTORY of the Blue Room 


of the Roosevelt Hotel in 


New Orleans 


The ONLY M.C. who Leads a 
Band and Works Through- 
out the Current Ice Show at 
the Hotel New Yorker, New 
York. 


ONLY You'd Better 
See Him Now— 


Two Weeks to Go! 





PERSONAL MANAGER 
AILEEN STANLEY 

1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
COlumbus 5-9025 
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| Where’ve You Been 


ARTHUR JOHNSON? | 


Thank You Mr. Robert W. Dana, 


of the N. 


MR. DANA 


“JOHNSON 
ABLY WILL 


Sept. 11, 1948 


“Most electric thing I’ve 


seen in show business— 


one calculated to bring about a 
change in the direction of shows.” 


MR. DANA WAS REFERRING TO 
ARTHUR JOHNSON, 

“The youthful 

master of ceremonies, who also 

sings, went right on with his job 

and assumes the post of band di- 

rection with an expert sweep.” 


DYNAMITE.” 


THE MUSICAL COMEDY STAGE 
SOME DAY.” 








Y. World-Telegram, 


and handsome 


SAYS, ‘POTENTIAL 


COULD AND PROB. | 
BE DYNAMITE ON 








Direction: TOM MARTIN 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
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Wednesday, September 22, 


1948 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE bY | 





——————e 


Plays: on Broadway 


Magdalena 


Homer Curran presentation of Edwin 
Lester production. Stars Irra Petina, Dor- 
othy Sarnoff, John Raitt, Hugo Haas. Di- 
rected by Jules Dassin. Music by Heitor 
Villa-Lobos; lyrics by Robert Wright and 
George Forrest; book by Frederick Haz- 
jitt Brennan and Homer Curran; sets and 
lighting, Howard Bay; costumes, Sharaff; 
choreography, Jack Cole; musical direc- 
tion. Arthur Kay: choral direction, Robert 


Zeller. At Ziegfeld, N. Y., Sept. 20, ‘48; 
}.60 top. 
Sane Sosef ES ee eS Gerhard Pechner 
Manuel. ...-.eeeccecereeceee: Peter Fields 
GBoliS. ...-sscevceccccsesseces Melva Niles 
RAMOR.. 0.0. cccesccccces Henry Reese 
MaPi®....-1-scccccevccses Dorothy Sarnoff 
Pedr@...-2--cccccsccceces John Raitt 


Major Blanco wana etiiare a Ferdinand Hilt 
Doctor Lopez.........++.-- Carl Milletaire 
General Carabana ..Hugo Haas 


ChanmtewGe. .-.--cccosece ...Betty Huff 
Cigarette Girl......... Christine Matsios 
ZOE. .- 2+ ceccceress John Schickling 
Danseuse.........-++- ..Lorraine Miller 
Teresa vrTyrr err Irra Petina 
The Old One.......-.-- Gene Curtsinger 
Chico.. sae os Patrick Kirk 
Juan ohana ..Leonard Morganthaler 
Conchita..... Betty Brusher 


Homer Curran’s musical extrav- 
aganza is a lush, colorful produc- 
tion and one of the most unusual 
brought to Broadway in recent 
years. This operetta with a South 
American junglesetting is too much 
off the beaten path — and that’s 
likely to keep it from paying off in 
the long run. 

A fresh quality about the music, 
the musical arrangements, the 
group rumbers and the individual 
singers sets the work apart. The 
production is dressed up in lavish 
costumes and expensive, colorful 
sets to make it all the more in- 
triguing. The book, however, is for 
the most part unwieldy and heavy, 
while the music, superior though 
it is, isn’t enough in the Broadway 
style to win over the customers. 

The music, the first musical re- 
vue attempt of the Brazilian com- 
poser Heitor Villa-Lobos, is rich, 
strong and savage. The rhythms 
are varied and original, while who- 
ever is responsible for the arrange- 
ments did a magnificent job. But 


lush though the score is, only a few | 
of the numbers could find their | 
way anywhere near a jukebox or | 


band-stand. “Food for Thought,” 
the tango number Irra Petina sings; 
“My Bus and I,” John Raitt’s stand- 
out; “Bon Soir, Paris,” a 
choly ballad also allotted to Miss 
Petina, and “The Singing Tree,” 
come closest to popular appeal 
“Piece de Resistance,” which 
Miss Petina also does, is a terrific 


number—a macabre bit of singing- | 


as she 
gay 


acting 


poisons her lover, 
while 


dancing couples waltz 


about—but it’s made the evening's | 
high spot as much by Miss Petina’s | 


performance as by the music itself. 

Miss Petina largely steals the 
show as a Paris demi-mondaine 
with a mania for cooking, who is 
transplanted to the Colombian 
jungle. The book deals with a 
group of South American natives 
who have been converted recently 
to Christianity and the attempts to 
win over a cocky, impious _ bus- 
driver to the faith. Miss Petina’s 
cary in the story is relatively small, 

ut her deft work as comedienne 
and superior singing of her three 
numbers pace the show and lift it 
out of the doldrums when she’s on- 
stage. 

Dorothy Sarnoff and Raitt make 
strong romantic leads. Miss Sar- 
noff is slim and attractive as a na- 
tive princess, and sings “The Omen 
Bird” and a religious chant_ in 
“Lost” with brilliant success. 
Raitt’s magnificent voice is used 
profusely, while an engaging stage 
presence helps to accent his ap- 
peal. Hugo Haas is excellent as a 
depraved gourmet, and Gerhard 
Pechner impressive as the padre. 

_ The show boasts some fine choral 
singers, kids, women and men, who 


handle the complex Villa-Lobos 
counterpoint — gratifyingly. The 
dancers, too, are fine, although 


Jack Cole’s choreography has a 
choppy, abrupt style to it and the 


dancers seem to be done almost as. 
“The | 


soon as_ they've started. 
Broken Pianola” number, however, 
ner them chance to do themselves 
ustice. Bron. 


Small Wonder 


George Nichols, 3d, production of revue 
in two acts (20 scenes); music. Baldwin 
ergerson, Albert Selden; lyrics, Phyilis 
McGinley, Billings Brown; | sketches. 
Charles Spalding, Max Wilk, George Axel- 
— Louis Laun. Features Tom Ewell 
irected by Burt Shevelove. Choreog 
raphy, Gower Champion; scenery and 
lighting, Ralph Alswang; costumes, John 
Derro; orchestrations, Ted Royal: orches 
tra conductor, William Parson; vocal ar- 





rangements, Herbert Greene; music and 
lyrics for special number, Mark Law 
rence; musical development for dances, 
Richard Priborsky. At Coronet. N. Y., 
Sept. 15, °48; $6 top ($8.40 opening). 

Cast: Tom Ewell, Alice Pearce, Mary 
McCarty. Marilyn Day, Hayes Gordon, 
Tommy Rall, J. C. MeCord, Joan Mann 


Jonathon Lucas, Kate Friedlich, Chandler 
Cowles, Alan Ross, Mort Marshall. Vir- 
_ Oswald, Jack Cassidy, Joan Diener. 

velvn Taylor, Bill Ferguson, Devica 
Stewart. 


The first entry of the fail sea- 
son’s bumper musical crop is an 
intimate revue, “Small Wonder.” 


possibly inspired by the success of 
last season's “Angel in the Wings 
The new arrival is an unpretentious 


melan- | 


and pleasant show, but somewhat 
slight and lacking in punch for 
commercial] Broadway. 

Under the circumstances, the $6 
top seems a bit steep (“Angel in. 
the Wings” had a $4.80 top), partic- | 
ularly for a no-name offering. Pre- | 
sumably the scale is necessary to. 
operate at this smal (998 seats) 
house. All of which makes “Small 
Wonder” a dubious prospect for 
| the backers. It may get a moderate 
|rum, but can’t expect the house 
|}management to play along when 
lthere’s such a theatre shortage. 
| Most of those involved in “Small 
| Wonder” are comparatively new to 
Broadway. They bring a youthful 
|verve and freshness to the show 
|that is disarming, both in the au- 
|thorship and performance. How- 
ever, this lack of bigtime experi- 
ence is also evident in the absence 
of even one hit song, the lack of 
| professional impact in the sketches 
| and the failure of the performance 
to rise to smash proportions. 

Tom Ewell is the nearest thing 
| to a name in the show, being fea- 
|tured as the “normal neurotic” | 
| whose satiric comment intros the 
| sketches and numbers with mild 
|continuity. He’s amusing, but the 
|device presently wears thin, and 
| Ewell doesn’t register quite 
| strongly enough to carry the show. 
| Two singers, Mary McCarty and 
| Marilyn Day, are notable, the for- 
|mer also impressing in several 
| sketches, particularly a funny Hol- 
|lywood spoof. Miss Day is best in 
| “The Commuters’ Song,” with Alan 
Ross. 





| There’s some nice dancing, with 
| Joan Mann and J. C. McCord, Eve- 
'fyn Taylor and Tommy Rall, and 
| Kate Friedlich and Jonathon Lucas 
| clicking, but no outstanding solo 
bits and no show-stoppers. Best 
|dance numbers are “Ne Time,” 
“Show Off” and “When I Fall in 
Love.” The first-act finale, ‘“‘Bad- 
aroma,” is a Latin-American con- 
fusion. 

Most of the sketches are clever, 
but generally lack bite and a con- 
clusive tag. That applies to Ewell’s 
monolog on “The Human Body,” 
the “D-E-M-Ocracy” jape at radio, 
the “I Could Write a Book” rib of 
bestsellers, the pointless ‘“‘Nobody 
Told Me” marriage ceremony, and 
Ewell’s ‘The Civilized Thing”’ spiel 
about divorce. Ewell’s lampoon of 
| advertising adds welcome vigor to 
an old theme. Incidentally, author- 
|ship of the sketches isn’t credited 
in the program. 

Some of the Billings Brown 
Ivrics are bright and amusing, but 
otherwise the songs are more or 
|less tuneless and generally com- 
, monplace. Additional ones include 
‘the “Ballad for Billionaires,” 
|‘“Flaming Youth” and “William Mc- 
| Kinley High” travesties, the 
|““Saturday’s Child” lament, the 
|fairly good “Pistachio” specialty, 
and the opening and finale. 
| Burt Shevelove’s staging has a 
| way of leaving the sketches, partic- | 
{ularly the punch lines, hanging in 
the air, and it fails to clarify tlte 
pointless opening and closing num- 
| bers. Ralph Alswang’s backdrops 
;and simple set pieces are decora- 
|tive and obviously practical, but 
| John Derro’s costumes vary from 
| handsome to merely arresting. 
| Hobe. 


} 


Heaven on Earth 


Monte Proser production (in association 
with Ned C. Litwack) of musical comedy 
in two acts. Book and lyrics, Barry 
Trivers; music, Jay Gorney: features 
Peter Lind Hayes, David Burns, Wynn 
Murray. Irwin Corey, Dorothy Jarnac, 
Claude Stroud, Dorothy Keller. June Gra- 
ham. Ste #:n Condos, Richard D'Arcy, Dick 
Bernie, Danny Drayson, Billy Parsons, 
Betty George. Jack Whitney, Barbara 
Nunn and Robert Dixon. Entire produc- 
tion supervised by Eddie Dowling: staged 
and lighted by John Murray Anderson: | 
dances, Nick Castle; settings and cos- 
tumes, Raoul Pene DuBois: vocal arrange- 
ments and direction, Hugh Martin; musical 
arrangements, Russell Bennett and Don 
Walker; musical direction, Clay Warnick. 
At Century, N. Y., opening Sept. 16, °48: 
$6 top ($9.60 opening night). 

James Aloysius McCarthy > 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Friday ... 


..Dorothy Jarnac 


Punchy ‘ ..Danny Drayson 
| Fannie Frobisher ......... Caren Marsh 
| Florabelle Frobisher ...... Ruth Merman 

Mrs. Frobisher Nina Varela 


Irwin Corey 
Claude Stroud 
Robert Dixon 
Barbara Nunn 


Commissioner Frobishe 
Officer Clabber.. ies 
John Bowers : 
Mary Brooks 
The Lovers Solus 
June Graham and Richard Darcy 
Sullivan Wynn Murra, 


Lieut 


Officer Jonesy .....+-- Dorothy Kelle: 
Officer Blandings.........- Betty George 
PE as ud hee bw SCRE DOS Billy Parsons 
oe eT Rr ce David Burns 
Magistrate Kennedy....... Dick Bernie 
Sailor with trumpet....... Steve Condos 
O@icer GBrieh.....cccer. Bert Sheldon 
Radio Engineer..........-; Jack Russell 
Slim ; e.-+..-- Remi Martel 
PETES PET ee ee eee Jack Russell 
Butch Bill Hogue 


Dancers, singers, etc. 


A load of coin was sunk into 
“Weaven on Earth,” and the pity 
of it is that it doesn't show at all 
in the playing. Musical cost 
around $300,000 to bring to Broad- 
way. and there’s hardly a chance 
it can click. A big cast, compris- 
‘ng some. sprightly young  per- 
‘ormers, plus some usually exeel- 
lent talents in all departments fail 


‘mary 


Call of the High C’s 
San Francisco, Sept. 21. 


Greater love for sopranos 
hath no man. 


A travel service here kas a 
party booked for a Eurcoean 
tour next year. Time is de- 
pendent on only one thing— 
the appearance of the San 
Carlo Opera Co. in San Fran- 
cisco in 1949. 








to ignite this Monte Proser-Ned 
Litwack production in any way, 
and the result is a melange of in- 
ferior book and lyrics, an untune- 
ful score and a general mediocrity 
that imparts itself to the audience 
as early as the first 15 minutes 

If there is anything in this show 
that abounds with stellar effer- 
vescence it’s in the playing of 
Dorothy Jarnac, the pixie-like pan- 
tomimic who's a delight whenever 
she’s on. She does a dance mime 
routines in her first appearance 
that sets the pattern for an au- 
dience clamor whenever she goes 
terping across the stage. Peter 
Lind Hayes is getting the top bill- 
ing in this show, but he’s a big dis- 
appointment in his reading of the 
straight lines. Only when he de- 
parts from the actual book and 
goes into his standard nitery com- 
edy format does he manage to sal- 
vage some recognition. 

Of the others, David Burns is 
raucously amusing in his first ap- 
pearance, as a builder of low-cost 
housing, but thereafter he goes the 
way of the rest of the show. Wynn 
Murray, blonde singer with her 
weight considerably reduced, has 
a lusty voice that she lends to a 
couple of songs, and gives them 
far better treatment than they de- 
serve. Irwin Corey, as the hous- 
ing commissioner, is likewise re- 
sorting to the style of comedy that 
is notable in his nitery act, giving 
to the part the kind of gibberish 
comedy talk that has clicked bet- 
ter for him in the more intimate 
rooms, but in a large theatre such 
as the Century a good deal of his 
comedy is lost. 

Otherwise, this is a musical 
whose book is barely discernible 
amid the welter of confusions that 
punctuate the show at every turn. 
It is about a former vet who is 
forced tu live in a Central Park 
tree because of the housing short- 
age, and the big deal comes when 
an Irish hansom cabbie seeks to 
rescue him from this: predicament. 
The romantic dueting is supplied 
by newcomers Barbara Nunn and 
Robert Dixon, she with a some- 
times-strident soprano and he with 
a resonant tenor. 

Of the others in the cast, Claude 
Stroud (ex-Stroud Twins) reveals 
he knows his way around a stage, 
as a Central Park cop who's never 
made an arrest; Steve Condos (ex- 
Condos Bros.) is notable for some 
nifty seecond-act hoofing, and 
Danny Draysen goes over in some 
brief eccentric taps. 

The settings and costumes are 
disappointing, while the staging by 
Eddie Dowling and John Murray 
Anderson had too much basically 
to buck to achieve anything more 
than finally evolves out of this 
show. Kahn. 








| Big Spending 


Continued from page 47 





the Winter Garden, N. Y., has com- 
missioned George Petty to do one 
of his ‘Pretty Girl’ paintings for 
a block-long sign above the thea- 
tre. Todd had Varga do such a sign 
when his “Mexican Hayride” 
musical played the same house. 

In most cases, the costly pre- 
liminary exploitation appears to be 
paying off in mail order and box- 
office advance sales. “Life with 
Mother.” in fact, is an extraordi- 
case. With mail orders ar- 
riving since last February, when 
the play began getting mentions in 
the theatre columns, Serlin opened 
the boxoffice and bought the extra- 
space, layouts four weeks before 
the opening. The mail orders, 
steadily increasing in volume for 
last several months, had reached 
an estimated 600 by Monday night 
20) and there was a line at the 
boxoffice all that day, when it 
opened. 

Although he claims to have 
turned down about 200 theatre 
party bids. Sertin expects the ad- 
vance sale for “Mother” to reach 
$500,000 by opening night. Both 
ticket windows at the Empire 
have been opened to accommodate 
the line, even though the premiere 
is four weeks off. In addition, he 
has seven people working at least 


part time to handle the mail 
ordeys. : 
“Summer and Smoke.” new Ten- 


nessee Williams play which Margo 
Jones has staged and will present 
Oct. 6 at the Music Box, N. Y., has 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Confusion seized Pittsburgh’s Nixon theatre at last Thursday night's 


(16) performance of “A Streetcar Named Desire” in a comedy of errors 
‘that for a time threatened to turn into a tragedy. 


At a mistaken cry of 
fire near end of second act, audience turned into a frightened crowd 
and started rushing and pushing to escape from what many thought was 
a burning building. 

Uta Hagen and Russell Hardie were doing an important scene when 
a sudden scream of “fire” sent spectators rushing from their seats, 
pushing their way toward the exits. What actually caused the uproar 
was a man who fainted in the second balcony and then fell down sev- 
eral steps. Two men rushed to help him and someone, seeing the 
commotion and thinking there was trouble, yelled “fight.” A woman 
apparently mistook the word “fight” for “fire” and screamed. At that 
a small panic broke out. 

Miss Hagen and Hardie tried to go on with their scene but gave up 
and quietly walked offstage. When theatre attendants assured milling 
crowds that it was all a ghastly mistake, and an assistant stage man- 
ager walked out on the stage and told exactly what had happened, the 
play resumed, but there was one effective scene Ww hich came later that 
didn’t come off. That was when Miss Hagen, during a tragic moment 
from “Streetcar.” had to scream “fire! fire!” The audience just laughed 
—almost hysterically. 


Norman Bel Geddes has come up with an interesting diagnosis of 
what’s wrong with legit. According to an article distributed by the 
Dramatists Play Service, the architect and stage designer says: “The 
present-day proscenium theatre is the most limiting form of structure 
the theatre has ever known. The gradual disintegration of the theatre 
is in direct ratio to lack of change in this restricting form.” 


Describing what he means by “fiesh and blood” theatre, Bel Geddes 
says it is “performed on a stage that is not behind a hole in a wall, 
with an audience on three or all sides of the stage.’ Such a play, he 
says, “will take on a character which cannot be achieved with a pro- 
scenium separating actors from the audience. The actors would be 
performing in three dimensions.” This three-dimensional quality, he 
asserts, is the quality which distinguishes the stage from films, radio 
and television and which must be exploited if the theatre is to survive. 

Bel Geddes caps the article with an offer to build a “flexible” the- 
atre of his design for any theatre group that wants it at no greater cost 
than required by a standard proscenium type theatre. Bel Geddes’ 
design would include both standard and modern stage construction. 


Bel Geddes would also eliminate the elaborate and cumbersome me- 


chanical theatre systems with their elevating, revoiving, sliding and 
pivot stages. These devices, he holds, are unnecessary for good theatre. 


Even The Nation has taken cognizance of Billy Rose’s columnar 
swipes at the Metropolitan Opera Assn. “I would hesitate,” says 
Margaret Marshall in the current issue, “to turn over the management 
of the Metropolitan Opera to Billy Rose, but his five columns on how 
its productions and its financial standing might be improved bristled 
with criticisms and suggestions that, to this inexpert observer, made a 
great deal of sense. They were presented in the well-known Rose lingo, 
and one had the impression of watching a smart kid Gancing disrespect- 
ful rings around a dowager full of years and inflexibility. But if there 
is anything shocking about this spectacle it is not Rose’s impudence 
but the fact that the casting of the Metropolitan as a dowager seems 
so pat. After all, there is no reason why it should be so set in its ways. 

“In general his sally against the Met and its ways was as refreshing 
and stimulating as a fresh breeze blowing through a stuffy house. I 
hope the Association won't meet it by adding storm windows.” 


Robert Porterfield. managing director of the Barter theatre, Abing- 
don. Va.. denies recent charges that he discriminates against Negroes 
at the house. The accusation was made last week by William King, 
former Boston newspaperman, in announcing his “resignation” as 
Barter press agent. According to Porterfield, he had fired King, but 
had never discussed racial matters with him. As to the alleged dis- 
crimination, he noted that the Virginia law requires racial segregation 
and added, “In Abingdon we have a special section for Negro patrons 
and make every effort to. encourage them to attend our plays. E!se- 
where in the state, Negroes are admitted according to the wishes of 
local sponsors.” * 


Eight American Theatre Wing GI school students, most of them 
Broadway talent, have won $1,400 scholarships of the State of New 
York to continue their studies at the Wing school. These include Jay 
Barney, now in ‘Hope Is the Thing With Feathers;” Walter Brandin, 
currently with the Amato Opera Theatre Co., Greenwich Village; Bill 
Scully, in “Where's Charley?”; Bernard Greenberg, who sang for a 
year in “Allegro,” and John Albert Vinck, Stanley Propper, Herman 
Friedman and Michael Therry, not employed at the moment. 


Billy Rose, who published his own theatre program for the Ziegfeld, 
N. Y., for the opening week of “Magdalena,” will resume the standard 
arrangement next week with the Playbill Co., which puts out the pro- 
grams for virtually all Broadway houses. The producer explained that 
he decided to take over publication of the programs after “a little 
disagreement” with Richard Huber of the Playbill Co. 


Sid Zelinka and Howard Harris, billed in the program as authors of 
the sketches in “Hilarities,’’ which folded Saturday night (18) at the 
Adelphi, N. Y., didn’t write them and, in fact, were in no way associ- 
ated with the show. Zelinka writes the radio program starring Morey 
Amsterdam, star of “Hilarities.” Harris isn’t even involved in that. 





an advance of about $150,000 (in- 
cluding theatre parties), which is 
expected to reach $200,000 by 
opening night. 

Subject of theatre parties is ob- 
viously a touchy one, as evidenced 
by the announcements of several 
managements that they are refus- 
ing to book any. Joseph M. Hy- 
man and Bernard Hart, for in- 
stance, took a huge ad in the Times 
of Sept. 12 to state that there 


Houston Symph Sets 


Soloists for Season 


Houston, Sept. 21. 

The Houston Symph, with Ef- 
rem Kurtz as conductor for the 
first time, has announced the fol- 
lowing soloists for the coming con- 
cert season: Janet Remington, 
harpist; Alexander  Brailowsky, 
pianist; William Pimrose, violinist; 


would be no parties for the new _ugene er sage pg 
Moss Hart play, “Light Up the op Yours Saw ee eee 
Sky,” and that all tickets for all guest conductor; Tossy Spivakov- 


sky, violinist; Ervin Laszlo, pian- 
ist; Marion Davies, cellist; Dor- 
othy Povvers, violintst; Sidney Fos- 
ter, pianist; Seymour Lipkin, pian- 
ist; Derothy Dow, soprano. The 
last four are for a special series 
of Promenade concerts. 

Local audiences will hear at 
least four commissioned works 
during the season. Harold Shap- 
ero, American composer, has been 
ordered to compose a_ concert 
overtur?. Don Gillis, Roy Harris 
and Aaron Copland will also com- 
pose selections for Kurtz. 


performances would be available 
for mail orders before the opening. 

Tallulah Bankhead made a simi- 
lar announcement in connection 
with her appearance in John C. 
Wilson’s reviva! of “Private Lives.” 
and the management of ‘Magda- 
lena,” which opened Monday night 
(20) at the Ziegfeld, N. Y.. has lim- 
ited the number and size of such 
bookings. However. theatre par- 
ties provide a useful cushion for 
the initial part of a run, so man- 
agement are understandably re- 
luctant to forego them. 
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Plays Abroad 


The Three Estates 
Edinburgh, Aug. 24 


Edinburgh Festival production of adap 
tation by Robert Kemp of morality satire 
by Sir David Lindsay. Directed by Tyrone 
Guthrie. Music composed and directed by 
Cedric Thorpe Davie Costumes and set- 
tings by Moliy MacEwen 


of Scotland Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, 
Aug. 24. 

Unproduced since 1554, this 
Scottish morality satire now being 


presented at the Edinburgh Festi- 
val is providing audiences with a 
striking combination of fine acting 
pageantry, and topnotch 
Swiftly 


colorful 
three-dimensiona! staging 
paced from start to finish and re- 
plete with delightful characteriza- 
tions and humor, has 
been directed by 
is making theatre 
unique variety at 

its simple platform 


show as it 
Tyrone Guthrie 

history of a 
Edinburgh. On 


stage In a 


| Mitchell. 


At the Church | 


| Lady 
| Joan Merrifield 


The Perfeet Woman 


Londen, Sept. 13. 

Sonnie Hale (in association with 
nard Guodiman?) presentation of farce in 
three acts by Wallace Geoffrey and Basil 
Directed by J. H. Roberts. At 
Playhouse. London. Sept. 11, *48. 
Freddie Cavendish . ; Sonnie Hale 
Albert Ramshead Charles Hestdp 
Geviphie Ellen Pollock 
Honor Shephard 


Professor Belmon . John Deverell 
Di SRORSOR. 202s strrecese Peter Cozens 
WENUME. ancaoncedneseacs Fred Berge 
Winkel ° David Hurst 
Ermyntrude Zetta Morenta 


Gordon Craig 
Owen Fellowes 


Buddy Ray 
Grubb 


mon 


Billed as a “romp,” this light- 
hearted farce makes no pretense at 


| plausibility, but goes all out to get 


laughs at any cost. What New York 
or Paris could do with the plot is 
another story. Its chances are good 
here following its emphatically 
favorable reception, and depending 


to a large extent on the drawing | 


power of its star, Sonnie Hale. 
An improverished playboy, 
ing been disowned by his wealthy 


Ber- | 


hav- 





| aits for its enterprise in adding to 
'Stockholm’s all too limited legit 
| houses. 

Best of the players are Ake Oh- 
| berg as Petruchio and Barbro 
i Kollberg as Katharina. Those in 
| supporting roles are good, as is the 
‘direction of Gunnar Skoglund. 
'Translation of Karl-Ragnar Gir- 
leow is okay. Interest in the group 
lis strong and it’s anticipated that 
ifuture plays at the Circus will be 
'well patronized as well as the ini- 
}tial production, Wind. 


The Queen Came By 
London, Sept. 15. 


presentation ot 
Delderfield 


Envoy Productions 
drama in three acts by R. F 


Directed by Chloe Gibson At Embass), 
London, Sept. 14, °45 

Roger Higgins Donald Houston 
Kitty Tape Flenna Fraser 
Fmmie Slee Thora Hird 
Esther Muirhead Mary Horn 
Eustace Wallasy Ivan Staff 
Maud Murch Maureen Prvot 
Ridge Oliver Burt 
George Frisby Reginald Dyson 
Albert Bottery Phillip Dale 
Sir Oswald Carte Stanley Rose 
Mrs. Peel Philippa Gill 


reasonable satisfaction to an aver- 


This novelettish play would give | 


ed to bring some kids into the 


|hotel to pose with the cowboy 
star. Latter demurred, explain- 
‘ing he was taking a few hours 
joff from a grueling schedule. The 
'Star carried: the story under a 
| headline, “Rov Rogers’ Hates 
' Kids.” A Detroit paper picked 


/up the story and he has been busy 
ever since explaining he “Loves 
Kids,” but like all parents, he 
| likes to get away once in a while. 


Legit Bits 














Thomas Wolfe may get a second 
| Broadway production this season. 
His “The Web and the Rock,’ 


N. Y. Nitery Biz 


Continued from page 1 


weather, plus the influx of visitors 
brought in by last night’s (Tues.) 
Zale-Cerdan fight in nearby Jersey 
City, provided the N. Y. boites 
with one of the strongest fall open- 
ings in several years. Boom started 
late last week and_= continued 
| strongly over the weekend. Mon- 
day's business, normally an off 
| night, was also unusually forte. 

| The majority of Broadway cafes 
jhad customers waiting for tables 
lover the weekend. The Latin 
| Quarter, for example, pulled solid 
‘houses both shows with Ted Lewis 








dramatized by Lester Cohen, has; as the attraction. The Diamond 
been optioned by Michael O'Shea, |Horseshoe had a solid dinner 
an associate ot pressagent Bill Doll. | trade, Vv ith some diminution for 


His own play, ‘“Mannerhouse,” 1s 
on the schedule of New Stages 

Billie Worth gave a party Saturday 
for the ushers at the Shubert, Chi- | 


her first performance as title lead 
in the road company of ‘Annie Get | 
|Your Gun”... Irene Sharaff, cos- | 


| 


|cago, who sent her a bouquet after | 


suppers. The Havana-Madrid got 


some of the overflow from these 
two spots. 

Most solid business in town is 
being registered at the Copa- 
cabana, where Lena Horne has 


been pulling a jammed early trade, 


Church of Scotland assembly hall,! aunt, goes off with her ex-butler in|age audience once inside, but ltumer of “Magdalena.” changed | strong midnight patronage and 
: F . P . = e « > . “Ae re’ 4 Pag eS bi » = VE AGS ES ad “ 
playing to an audience which sur-| answer to an “ which preumnnes | the re’s little to attract -—. pincer ‘her mind and planed east over the | profitable crowds on the~ late 
rounds it on three sides, it’s a per- | nerd grt se the Fangs Drum- local or pone raed gh 'weekend for the operetta’s pre-| shows. The Versailles’ dinner busi- 
as . |mond_s tradition. ney are con-| local and based primarily on the} “- "'"'. Pg Seg f 2A) | high : F 
fect bill as Scotland's own contri-)| ¢-onted with an ol@ professor who| fact that the author's earlier ef- | Mee. She flies back Sunda) (26). | ness has been solid, while the 
buti ite international fe 1 | hee aed gta ape hich |fort. “Worm’s Eve View.” had | incidentally, she's now using only | perennially profitable Blue Angel 
yution to its internationa estival | has perfected a robot woman which | fort, Worm’s Eye View, 1ac her last name professionally land Le Ruban Bleu hit higher than 
of music and drama. | he wishes to try out in public. For| proved a terrific success. It’s un- | GA | ” 5 ee jering ewes “3 ‘rrosses. He: sinners Ray a 
Language of play, 400 year-old| this purpose they are to stay at a likely that this one will make the | a yy oie S pe psenig bets cecal le me ge j eas 
4 c « ® | ° i | . y o “|: 4 aN og . . » by Si 
verse in broad Scots, frequentls London hotel, ostensibly husband | grade. | the idea of kt oa oie ows am r secondary ma ter mn ne alter two 
falls foreign on the modern ear, | and wife, with man Albert tagging} A drab, late-Victorian setting | its local highschool auc ptteiapong: — ‘cafes. These spots draw the upper 
ae B iad store in a/iS experimenting with an engage-| crust patronage on their reputation 


but doesn’t hamper enjoyment for along for no obvious reason. 


Festival spectators. The play's ex- Unknown to anyone, the pro- 
pert adaptation retains the full fessor’s young niece has_ substi- 
tuted herself for the automaton 


fiavor of the 16th century morality 
satire, all of its virtues and none of 
its defects. 


with resultant laughs ensuing from 
}embarrassing situations in the 


Title “The Three Estates.” re- bridal suite. Auntie turns up and, 
fers to the three seis of the disbelieving her nephew’s explana- 
bedfellow’s 


tion of his 
jabs her with a long pin to prove 
she is flesh and blood. The real 
robot then takes over with equally 


kingdom, who are present through- 
out the show in colorful individual- 
ized groupings of people: “Spirit- 
ualitie’” or Church, “Temporalitie” 
or Lords, and ‘“‘the Burgesses” or 
Merchants. Church in particular, 
composed of bawdy world-loving 
prelates, suffers from the humor- 
ously biting pen of the early writer 
Lindsay, whose play so enraged 
Scottish clergymen ofs*his time that 
the 


;}ends in romance, with forgiveness 
and blessings from Auntie. 

Hale gets every ounce out of his 
ridiculous role, with 
| Heslop a perfect stooge. Honor 


while her counterpart is skillfully 


in 1558 they ordered manus- : bese ied - 

cript to be burned by the public plaved by Zetta Morenta. Ellen 

executioner , | Pollock is lost in her few brief 
Making nae » excellent | appearances as the aunt. Fred | 
Making use of some excellen | Berger and David Hurst turn in 


musical accompaniment that has 
been specially composed by Cedric 
Thorpe Davie, Guthrie has staged 


Sed none ng leo eg Bp ing pre-London tryout. Two cities 
u —— eal i ons t , ‘tt slay, | Nas already acquired the film 
and ear appeal inherent in the play. | rights Clem. 


Great plasticity and fluidity in 
grouping mark his use of the uni- 
formly fine all-Scottish cast of 80 
and great individuality and style 
mark the performances of all actors 


with speaking parts, none of whom!  stockholmsteatern production of play 
are starred. | by William Shakespeare. Translated into 
" P . | Swedish by Karl-Ragnar Gireow. Directed 
The show seems indigenous tO} py Gunnar Skoglund. Stars Gosta Pry- 
Scottish soil and completely 


ful- zelius, Barbro Kollberg. Sets by Sigvard 
fills its aim of presenting some- | peste At Cirkus, wy 
thing typically Scottish for Festival | Vincentio ““Gosta Pryzelius 
audiences. Festival organizers | Lucentio Arnold Sjostrand 
would do well to consider making | (eteuchto 

it an annual event at Edinburgh. 


Sa Tuktas En Arghigga 
(Taming of the Shrew) 
(SWEDISH) 


| 
| 
.. Ake Ohberg 
i Olav Riego 
BO eee eee Toivo Pawlo 
im. je: CS arco Sven Magnusson 
| Biondello David Eriksson 
| Grumio Run? Halvarsson 
Curtis 
| The Pedant 


eb wits Martin Liung 
MR. AND MRS. Katharina 


..Carl-Gunnar Wingardh 
DONALD COOK BSATCS” 2... veces et 


.Barbro Kollberg 
IN THEIR Stockholmsteatern, a new com- 


Sibrit 
“PRIVATE LIVES” pany founded by a group of prom- 














inent players, has taken over the 
HAVE OPENED THEIR old Circus theatre at Djurgarden, 
w.k. spot here. Organization is 


operating on a subscription basis 
and as its first production has 
for the Selective Breeding of dusted off Shakespeare's “Taming 
P U L i K of the Shrew. 

In general the 
Something OLD in a Dog—But NEW 

to Us! Outstanding Pups NOW! 
AKC 

Far Hills, N. J. 


MAGYAR KENNELS 


(Registe 


Circus version 
doesn’t compare with performance 
of the Bard’s comedy presented at 
the Oscar’s theatre some years ago. 
However, the cast is an earnest 
‘one and the company rates plau- 


Kegistered. 


Phone Peapack 8-0383M 











presence, | 


humorous antics, and the “romp” | 


Charles | 


Shepherd makes a charming ‘“‘doll,”’ | 


two good characterizations as hoiel | 
manager and dumb waiter. Produc- | 
ition is smooth and precise follow- 


Molin | 


discloses a department 
shoddy outskirt of London. 
harassed, underpaid staff lives on 


the premises, some kicking against | : 


their poor conditions, others of 
necessity accepting what comes 
| their way, glad of a roof over their 
| heads 
Individual loves and hates, hopes 
and disillusion are set off against 


the excitement and preparation of | 


the old Queen’s diamond jubilee, 

Acting honors go to Thora Hird 
|as the motherly shop assistant and 
to Mary Horn as a flippant golddig- 
ger. 
| torian racketeer and Elenna Fraser 
}and Donald Houston make a nice 
| pair of lovers. Ivan Staff offers a 
| perfect cameo of a stuffed shirt. 


Show owes a lot to its cast and 
able direction of Chloe Gibson. 
Clem. 


Skuggan Av Mart 
(Shadow of Mart) 
(SWEDISH) 

Royal Dramatic Theatre production of 
play in three acts by Stig Dagerman. Di 
| rected by Goran Gentele. Set by Georg 
Magusson. At Royal Dramatic, Stockholm. 


Madame Angelica ; 2 fora Teije 
Gabriel re ...Per Osearsson 
Therese Margaretha Fahlen 
ME as didi be od ek ee Olof Bergstrom 

} ‘ 

| In this four-character drama, 


author Stig Dagerman throws the 
spotlight on a= youth’s postwar 
emotional problem. Script re- 
volves around a lad, Gabriel, who's 
scorned by his mother for cow- 
ardice in failing to join the under- 
ground in its fight agains the 
Nazis. Plot, itself, is largely de- 
rived from Dagerman’s recent tour 
|through several wartime occupied 
countries in quest of material. It’s 
idue for a moderate sun. 

Point of the play, apparently, is 
io establish the theory that all 
men who participated in the un- 
|derground and died for their re- 
spective countries are 
matter what their characters may 





have heen before their demise. 
Small cast is brilliantly directed | 
iby Goran Gentele. Angelica is 


capably portrayed by Tora Teje 
| While Per Oscarsson contributes a 
moving performance as Gabriel. 
Margaretha Fahlen and Olof Berg- 
strom also do well. Sets by Georg 
Magnusson are well conceived. 
Wing. 

















COPYRIGHT and BUSINESS PRACTICES 


Brings to the classroom the problems and _ practices 
S concerning the use of copyrightable literary, dramatie, 
. musical and artistic properties in broadcasting, motion 
pictures, music, advertising and publishing. Besides an 
analysis of copyright law and its effects, the course 
deals with common problems involved in hiring pro- 
fessional talent. 


Every Thursday, 15 Weeks, 6:20 to 8:00 PLM. 
COURSE FEE: $14 


Late Registration: Sept. 24, from 6 to 8:30 P.M. 
at 17 Lexington Avenue 


CLASSES BEGIN THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 


at Stuyvesant High School, 15th Street and ist Avenue 


EVENING and EXTENSION DIVISION 


Tie City College School of Business 
17 Lexington Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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Roy Rogers 


—a—eee Continued from page 1 








| 
' 


between the Building Service 
i Emplovees Union (AFL) and Dis- 
trict 50, United Mine Workers 
caused the stampede of 
;to the Olympia. 


Ray Carroll, International agent | 
said he| 
are | 
Briggs Stadium baseball 


AFL 
the 


ifor the 
| brought 
ushers af 


union, 


pickets who 


pafk. because the Olympia has 
fired some of its ushers who 
joined his outfit. Most Olympia 
-ushers are represented by the} 
UMW. 

The American Federation of 


Musicians, stage 
| Variety ertists and popcorn ped- 
| dlers, all members of AFL, re- 
| fused to go through the line. The 
| patrons were given “rainchecks.” 
‘Meanwhile Rogers is trying to get 


electricians, 


another burr out from under his 
saddle. On a= relaxation trip 
across the river to Windsor, On- 
jtario, he was approached by a 


Windsor Star reporier, who want- 


The | 


as the parade is to pass the store. | 


Phillip Dale is a typical Vic- | 


heroes, no} 


Se 
due to go into re 


pickets | 


ment this week of Edward Everett 
| Horton in “Springtime for Henry” 
. . Sid Field will play Elwood P. | 
Dowd in the London edition of 
“Harvey,” to be presented after 
the Christmas holidays by Val) 
Parnell, with George & Alfred | 
Black and H. M. Tennent, in asso- | 
ciation with Brock Pemberton a) 
Lee Sabinson has optioned “Aching | 


season's opener for the local little 
theatre ... The Cleveland Play- 
house opens its winter season Oct. | 
1 with Arnold Sundgaard’s “The| 
Great Campaign.” Hal LeRoy | 
invited to guest-star in a produc- | 
|tion of “Too Many Girls” at the} 
Univ. of Wyoming, at Laramie, for 
a single performance Nov. 12. He 


River,” by Dalton Trumbo ‘f 
Arthur Sircom goes to Youngstown, | 
|O., to stage “First Lady” as the] 
| 
} 


|} was featured in the original pro-| 
| duction on Broadway 
| Ruth Matteson arrived over the 


weekend to discuss a legit deal, but | 
may return to the Coast next week. | 
She was femme lead during the 
summer at Elitch’s Gardens .. .| 
Herman Bernstein, general mana- | 
ger for Leland Hayward, brought | 
a house at Woodmere, L. I., and is 
now a regular commuter ... Rich- 
ard Skinner, co-producer of the 
Olney (Md.) strawhat, is company 
manager of “Silver Whistle” for 
the Theatre Guild... William R. | 
Katzell remains in New York for | 
several weeks, but has to return | 
to the Coast on a picture deal be- 
fore the “Lend an Ear” premiere 
... Kermit Bloomgarden and gen- 
eral manager Max Allentuck went 
to Boston for the opening Monday 
inight (20) of the “Command De- 
cision” tour Bernard Simon 
will pressagent the Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr.. production of “In| 
Praise of Folly’ (probably to be! 
retitled), adapted by Maurice | 
| Valency from the Jean Giraudoux 
| original. 











| John Hudson is replacement for 
| Tod Andrews to play the younger | 
leading man parts in Theatre ’48. | 
| Andrews is in “Summer and! 
| Smoke.” new Tennessee Williams 
| play due on Broadway. | 
| Frances Rowe, last seen on 
| Broadway opposite Maurice Evans | 
)in “Man and Superman,” returned | 
| to New York vesterday (Tues.) on | 
j the Queen Elizabeth from a two- 
; month vacation in England. She’s 
hearsal in prepa- | 
‘ration for “Man’s’ eight - month 
/road tour, which starts Sept. 29 in 
| Princeton, with Evans again! 
| starred ... Carmina Cansino, who | 
|understudied the title role. in 
“Sally” last season, joined cast of | 
Mike Todd's new musical, “As the 
| Girls Go.” 


Detroit Concert Sked 


Detroit, Sept. 21. | 
Irving Teicher starts his third 
jseason of concert management 
; with 11 attractions already booked | 


| 
| 


jand more to be announced later. | 
Booked into the 1,200-seat Art | 
Institute auditorium for Friday 
}and Saturday night dates are Paul 
| Robeson, DePaurs Infantry Chorus, 
i Vronsky and Babin, Nathan Mil- 
} stein, Paul Draper and Larry Ad- 
jler, Rudolf Serkin, Budapest 
(String Quartet with Milton Kay 
|Katims, Jussi Bjoerling, Burl Ives 
jand Dorothy Maynor. He is also | 
presenting the New York Philhar- | 


monic Orchestra. with Bruno Wal- 
jter conducting, in Toledo next 
‘spring. | 


| pacity because of the 


of consistently good shows. 

Hotel rooms also felt the upbeat. 
With most midtown hotels at ca- 
fight, extra 
trade filtered into the dining and 
entertainment rooms. It’s expected 
that many will stay over for the 
Williams-Flores, Robinson-Gavilan 
fight bill at the? Yankee Stadium 
Thursday (23) Hotels and cates 
anticipate healthy business for the 
remainder of the week. 

The upbeat, it’s felt, will last 
far into next month. October is 
normally one of the best months 
on the cafe calendar, and Novem- 
ber business holds up fairly well 
until Thanksgiving, after which 
Christmas shopping gives bonifaces 
their seasonal headache. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“As the Girls Go,” 
Michael Todd 

“Born Yesterday,” play 
Max Gordon. 

“Charleston, 1822,” plavy—Thea- 
tre Guild. 

“Edward, My Son,” play — Gil- 
bert Miller. 

“Life with Mother,” play—Oscar 
Serlin. 

“Light Up the Sky,” play 
seph M. Hyman & Bernard Hart. 

“Minnie and Mr. Williams,” play 
—John Gassner & David Dietz. 

“My Romance,” musical — John 
Shubert. 

“Private Lives,” 
Wilson. 

“Shakespeare Repertory,” plays 
(road)—Margaret Webster. 

“Silver Whistle,” play—Theatre 
Guild. 


musical— 


(road)— 


Jo- 





play—John C, 





a 


ROBERT BERNARD 


NOW AVAILABLE 
CHARACTER COMEDIAN 


OF 
“SONG OF NORWAY" 


(Broadway and Tour) 














Stage - Screen - Radio 
Musicals - Drama - Comedy 





Thanks to Edwin Lester, 
Homer Curran, Wright & Forest 


EDISON HOTEL or EQUITY, N. Y. 


ms 














NEW 3-Room Apartments 
133 W. 45th St.. New York 
ASKING $150 


- Lease 3 Months Security 
Svon Brokers Cooperate 


INQUIRE BAR ON PREMISES 


or Mr. Rainey 
6 W. 8th St., N. ¥., AL gonquin 41-6113 














WANTED 


Assistant Director for New Play 
STATE EXPERIENCE 
WRITE BOX 169 

Variety, 154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 











CASTING 


male and 4 female roles in 
NEMS COMEDY DRAMA. State ex- 
perience fully; outline pliysical ap- 


pearance, Must be Equity member in 


ood standing. Write Box 817, 
Variety, 154 West 46th Street, New 
York 19, N.Y. 
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Crackerjack Runyon Book 


Ed Weiner, Broadway pressagent, | 
has turned out an arresting book, | 
“The Damon Runyon Story” (Long- 

ans, Green; $3) which compares 
Laverably with the writings of his 
subject. It’s a rather strange book, 
more a Broadway story, chiefly out 
of Lindy’s and the Stork Club, than 
anything else. Walter Winchell’s 
sorrowful “Prelude to °30’,” in 
tribute to his pal, Alfred Damon 
Runyon, serves as the introduction 
to the book. 
jJate, great newspaperman into such 
prominence that a footnote to Run- 
von’s career was well in order. 

* As the insiders know, while the 
kiddies were dishing the nocturnal 
chitchat around the famed Table 50 
in Sherman Billingsley’s Cub 
Room, p.a. Weiner was taking note 
of many things. He even recap- 
tured some of the scribbled ‘and 
pungent) notes in Runyon’s memo- 
pad handwriting, and plans pub- 
lishing them in. private folio form 
for dissemination to the show biz 
and newspaper bunch. This would 
strictly be a sentimental under- 
taking. When cancer took toll of 
Runyon’s vocal chords, his memo- 
pad “conversation” (in succinctly 
phrased long-hand) was a master- 
piece of often sharp but generally 
sage appraisal of the passing scene. 

Winchell’s allegiance and respect 
for Runyon made him the doyen of 
the clan, and Weiner was encour- 
aged by his foreword-writer to pro- 
duce this final chapter in “The 
Damon Runyon Story.” It’s a frank 
and honest account of their peri- 
grinations into the night; the Win- 
ehellian nocturnal adventures on 
the heels of police calls; Runyon’s 
philosophy of life; his sartorial and 
gourmand weaknesses; and the like. 
It's a real Broadway ‘story, and is 
best towards the end as it brings 
Runyon into sharper closeup. 

However, his earlier newspaper 
career is very interestingly re- 
prised; there’s a wealth of jour- 
nalistie inside stuff; the Mindy’s 
(Lindy’s) “characters” are more 
fully explained and, in itself, is a 
good job of reporting. Very little 
has been missed, including the 
Billy LaHiff Tavern episode which 
sparked the Damon & Pythias re- 
lationship with Winchell. A minor 
omission, although salient to the 
whyfore of the Damon Runyon 
Cancer Memorial Fund, is the epi- 


sode about Ben Piazza and the 
Paul Armstrong one-inch obit in 
JaRiety, which Winchell has re- 


ferred to severai times to keynote 
why he wanted to make sure there 
would always be something or 
somebody to “remember” Runyon. 


Prime appeal of “The Damon 
Runyon Story” is its honesty, forth- 
‘rightness and lack of pretentions. 

einer had a natural subject to 
work with and in gelling it straight 
it comes out better than if he es- 


—————————————————————_—_—_—_——— 


BECOME THEATRE-WISE 


by delving in the pages of back issues of the 
THEATRE MAGAZINE and STAGE MAGA- 
ZINE. We can supply issues covering period 
1905-1940. Each mumber beautifully ittus- 
trated, with color cover pages of favorite stars, 
seenes of stage successes, musicals, movies, 
reviews, ete., ete. - 

Semple issue $2.25 postpaid. > issues — 
$10.00; 10 issues $17.50. AN different. 
Bound volumes-12 issues—full year — $22.00 
Send for FREE list of books on the theatre. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 


117 W. 48th &t.. Dept. 600, New Vork City 19 
PF. &.: We sre aiso headquarters for books 0! 
the theatve, ballet. dance, e'd plays, ete We 
insite your book problems on any subiet. We 
also supply current books and any book le 
viewed or mentioned in this issue ef Variets 
We also buy old books rad magazines on all 
subjects. 
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A Novel by 


EC 


| Sayed to give it any sort of “treat- 


ment.” All the corollary names 
are familiar; the backgrounds are 
authentic; as a result the sum total 
rings true. 

Weiner dedicates his book to 
Mim and June, respectively his wife 
and Mrs. Winchell, and will donate 
a portion of the inéome to the Run- 
yon Fund. Abel. 

Thibault’s New Mag 

Mare Thibault, former VARIETY 
correspondent in Montreal, breaks 
into the publishing biz Oct. 1 as 





editor of a new mag cailed Par- 
lons Cinema, published in Mont- 
real. 


Devoted entirely to the film in- 
dustry, French-Canadian 
will be tabloid in size, on 
glossy stock and sell for 20c., 
the first issue 
pages. 


semi- 
with 
running to 20 


Authors Meet in B. A. 
Siage is being set for another 
international confab, to be held in 
Buenos Aires from Oct. 11 to 16, 
and it’s hoped this won't iead to 
another international squabble, 


} { 
whole of America” to its readers, 


the publication will mainly use the 


visual medium through lavish color | 


|plates and virtually every method 
of reproduction — “whichever is 


| 


monthly - 


like that which resulted from the | 
conterence of inter - American | 
broadcasters. Parley now being 


prepared is that of the Interna- 
tional Authors’ and Composers’ 
societies, which is expecting dele- 
gates from all over the world. 

Arthur Honnegger, for France, 
and Eugene O'Neill, for the U. S., 
begged off because of _ illness. 
U.S. delegation will include Elmer 
Rice, Fred Ahlert, Richard Mur- 
ray, Herman Finkeistein and Wal- 
lace Downey. British delegates 
will include composers Eric Coates 
and William Walton, already 
booked for radio broadcasts and 
some possible concerts. 

Argentine delegation § includes 
Aljandro E. Berruti, Camilo Dar- 
thes, Marcos Bronenberg,' Ed- 
mundo Guibourg, Vicente Martinez 
Cuitino, J. Martinelli Massa, Ulises 
Petit de Murat, Carlos Alberto Or- 
lando, Carlos S. Damel and Jorge 
Insausti for the authors, with 
Francisco Canaro, Homero Manzi, 
Catulo Castillo, Enrique P. Ma- 
roni, Mario Benard, Alberto Wil- 
liams, Luis Cesar Amadori, Man- 
uel Gomez Carrillo, Enrique San- 
tos Discepolo and Jose T. Razzano 
representing the composers. 

Film writers in Argentina are 
planning submitting a resolution 
to the Congress stipulating that 
scenarists the world over be 
granted a royalty on the exhibition 
of pix they have scripted. 





Irish Book Fair 

First Catholic Book Week to be 
held in Ireland will be staged in 
Dublin next month with an exhi- 
bition organized by Eoin O'Keeffe, 
well-known Irish publisher. 

Catholic publishers, booksellers, 
periodical and newspaper publish- 
ers in Ireland and England are pro- 
viding backbone for show, which 


(will be supplemented by exhibition 


of old manuscripts and displays of 
publications from Spanish, French 
and Italian publishers. 


$25 Mag 

Nation’s Heritage, a super-ultra 
mag with no advertising sized 12 
by 15 inches, and printed on heavy 
antique stock, will be brought out 
shortly by a division of B. C. 
Forbes Publishing Co. It will pub- 
lish every other month; annual sub- 
scription $150, or $25 per issue. 

Chief purpose of the new mag, 
according to its elaborate brochure. 
is to make America real by a living 
portrait. And in presenting “the 











LIGHT MEN 


Andre Tellier 


If this story of young Armand Bironge seems strange, 1 shouldn't. 
For it is by no means uncommon, this story of a boy who is dif- 
ferent. Ic is the life pattern of thousands of youths everywhere who 


gradually realize they are 
adjust their lives accordingly. 


“twilight men” and who struggle to 
Delving deep into the heart and 


soul of his hero and intimately revealing the astonishing facts of 
Armand’s daily living, the author relentlessly carries his plot from 
the boy's first emotional awakenings (o ifs shocking end. 


At your bookstore, $2.50 


GREENBERG: PUBLISHER, 201 Fast $7th Street, New York 22 





best suited to the particular feature 
and its treatment.” 


Each issue will focus attention | 
on the countr¢’s eight basic in- | 
| gredients: “The Land, The People, 


The Home, The Arts, The Past, In- 
dustry, Learning and Diversion.” 
In addition every cover will be a 
portrait of the American scene, 
printed on linen, stiff-bound and 
protected. 


Press Club Between Covers 

National Press Club of Wash- 
ingion is readying a tome com- 
memorating the 40th anniversary 
of its founding. Besides covering 
Press Club history, pertinent de- 
velopments in Washington journal- 
ism during the chub’s tenure will 
also be touched on. 

Publications committee is ask- 
ing club members for aid in gather- 
ing material for the treatise. It 
specifically needs anecdotes on club 
events, personalities and_ dis- 
tinguished guests; reminiscences 
designed to recaptyre old days, 
faces and places in club history 
as well as source material isclud- 
ing photographs, documents and 
papers relating to club lore, etc. 

Geist-Guild News Awards 

News or news magazine stories 
which do most to further interfaith 
understanding or fight prejudice 
will henceforth be recognized by 
annual awards totaling $1,000, ac- 
cording to an announcement in 
New York Menday (20), by the 
Newspaper Guild of N. Y., and the 
Irving Geist Foundation. Prizes 
will be granted in December to 
three news storfes, feature stories, 
editorials. columns or ‘cartoons 
which fit in best with the Founda- 
tion’s objective. 

Only material published in N.Y. 
newspapers or in news mags edited 


and circulated in the city will be | 


eligible. A panel of five judges, 
which will bé announced later by 
the Guild, will cull the prize-win- 
ning pieces from items which have 
appeared between Jan. 1. and Nov. 
20 of this vear. Awards will be 
known as the Irving Geist Founda- 
tion awards and will be adminis- 
tered by the Guild. Geist is a 
wealthy manufacturer and philan- 
thropist. 


CHATTER ; 
Xavier Cugat’s autobiography 
“Rhumba is My Life,” will be pub- 
lished this week by Didier, Inc. 
Red Skelton publishing an illus- 


trated booklet. “Sawdust and Pot 
Dogs.’ covering his circus career. 
John Sutherland and Sigman 


Byrd are writing an untitled novel 
about the early west for fall pub- 
lication by Harpers. 

Edward Oxford writing a piece 
on current employment and oppor- 
tunity trends in stage and screen 
acting for Future mag. 

Charles Marquis Warren's latest 
novel, “Valley of the Moon,” goes 
into circulation this week as a 
Doubleday publication. 

Dick Lytle and Leo Batt, for- 
mer Chicago newsmen, starting 
the Graphic. weekly neighborhood 
paper, in San Fernando Valley, 
Cal. 

Florida Sun, Miami Herald and 
Miami News are setting up special 
Mailaway editions for American 
Legion convention in Miami on 
Oct. 18. 

Jack Kofoed, vet mag. screen 
and newspaper scrivener and fea- 
tured columnist with Miami Herald 
is writing Sunday short fiction ser- 
ies for that sheet. 

Kay Campbell authored a new 
book on the film colony tagged 
“Heaven in Hollywood.” Her script, 
which deals with Slicker the Seal, 
Carmichael. Queenie, Nissa, et al., 
is now making the rounds. 

Jesse L. Lasky, Jr.. who has been 
working on the script for the film 
“Samson and Delilah,” has finished 


a new novel, “September Song,” 
which Prentice-Hall will publish 
next spring. His novel, “Spin- 


drift.” was published last May. 

A volume of two Bertolt Brecht 
plays. “The Good Woman of Set- 
guan’ and “The Caucasian Chalk 
sircle.’ translated with introduc- 
a and notes by Eric and Maja 
Bentley. will be published Oct. 1 
by the Univ. of Minnesota Press. 

Shore Thing, greater Miami 
weekly amusement - feature - photo 
mag is adding Barry Gray. radio 
interviewer and commentator, to 
staff. He'll write column on local 
and world happenings. Larry Sol- 
loway, Variety mugg for area, is 
editorial head and featured colum- 
nist for the publication. 

Margaret Case Harriman inked a 
pact with Rinehart & Co. for a 
book on the Algonquin “round 
table” which is tentatively slated 


for publication in the fall of 1949. 
| Daughter of 
hotel 
praise 
associated 
telry. 


late New York 
man Frank Case, she'll ap- 
the writers and wits long 
with her father’s hos- 


the 


444446444 





LITERATI 53 
PEREHEEEEHEHEEEEE EEE EEFEER SEE IOEHIFEFEEEHEOENGD 
: + 
: v * + 
} SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 
; + 
‘ t 
> 

. 
youre By Frank Scully ¢++++++++e+e+++44 











oe 
Mt. Baldy, Cal., Sept. 18. 

Recovering from being lost ir the desert while playing a bit part in 
a gold rush that left me pounds thinner and no richer, I heard a croaker 
say, “That guy should have his head examined!” 

So I went down to Sunset and Vine and had it examined. By 
Patricia Marie Stenz, no less—a gorgeous, hard-working beautician 
with 16 years of head-examining behind her. She now operates a hair 
and scalp clinic (for men only) and graciously allowed me to examine 
the case-histories and the before-and-after rogues gallery photographs 
of her Bureau of Missing Hairs. 

All-Star Mop 

Some of her clients like Jimmy Stewart, Dick Powell, George Tobias 
and Fred MacMurray make no bones about what the Stenz-Bash biz 
has done for their brushes. Others don’t want it known that their 
mops are in for repairs. 

Though I need hair like Fort Knox needs gold. I took the treatment. 
After one run-through I felt like the million dollars I didn’t find on 
the Mojave. My retreaded beautiful white hair made me look like a 
cross between George Washington and the presiding judge of Old 
Bailey—only the hair was mine and not on lend-lease from a toupee- 
and-wig outfit a few doors below Mme. Stenz on Vine street. 

Seems falling hair, like a falling building, is an end-result, not a 
beginning. 1e accepted medical opinion is that baldness is proof of 
the demise of certain cells in the scalp. Mme. Stenz holds the dis- 
senting opinion that the hair is not dead but sleepmg. While conceding 
that a pre-disposition to baldness can be inherited, the chances are, 
sire believes, the baldness is speeded on its way by infection—much of 
it in the fungus syndrome, like ringworm, athlete’s foot and skin dis- 
eases generally. 

Not From Moethers, Eh? ‘ 

Sons do catch it from fathers, but they de not need to stay caught. 
Sons being younger than their fathers do not have general debility to 
fighfas well as falling hair. The micro-organic attaeks on their hair 
and scalp tissue can be licked, and her records prove the bacteria are 
being licked by some of the highest-priced heads in Hollywood. 

She treats the scalp once or twice a week. The treatment runs from 
three months to two years. Most cases show evidence of regrowth in 
a month. The patient must give his scalp a massaging with a No. | 
solution in the morning and a No. 2 solution not more than 12 hours 
later. It is not a gooey mixture but even so must be rinsed from the 
scalp twice a week to avoid any allergies. Perhaps 10 patients in 1,000 
will be allergic anyway. 

No. 1 ‘which is red) looks and smells to this guinea pig’s sensory or- 
gans like potassium permanganate—the Mayo Clinic’s priority prescrip- 
tion for all fungus infection. 

No. 2 ‘which is white) admits on the label that it contains Acetyl] 
salicylic acid (as does aspirin). This, too, is an accepted secondary 
treatment in ringworm infection. 

Thus from what little I know of the Stenz-Bash formula the treat- 
ment is based on sound therapy and is not conditioned by mirrors, 
self-hypnosis, phoney advertising or massaging with marijuana mud- 
baths. It’s a highly ethical setup, which is a lot to say for any the rapv 
in L.A., and amazing in the sucker field of falling hair. Miss Stenz 
explains that she restores the normal, healthy condition of the sealp, 
its oil glands and cells, which then carry on their-normal business of 
growing norinal hair. 

The Lady Has z Counterpunch 

Under the circumstances it’s a little difficult to understand why Dr. 
Morris Fishbein, who is as bald as a bowling alley, and has left ‘some 
mighty dubious copy slip in the advertising columns of the Journal of 
the AMA, should dismiss the obviously growing locks of hundreds of 
Stenz-treated people with the crack that “any ass in Athens can grow 
more hair than the wisest man.” His further contention, that “anybody 
who can restore hair to dead cells can restore people from the grave ve 
left him open for a counterpunch, and Miss Stenz gave it to him. 

She offered to grow hair on any person or persons selected by the 
American Medical Assn. (a Fishbein subsidy) and do it under conditions 
controlled by the AMA. That was back in July. To date not another 
peep has come out of the Petrillo of the pill-prescribers. 

John D’Errico subsequently blasted the.doc in Time. He called the 
doctor of manuscripts an armchair critie who lacked the courage of 
Miss Stenz’s convictions, pointing out that if she should fail to grow 
hair on the Fishbein dome her failure would be well advertised and 
her business would probably go under. This led D’Errico to inquire, 
oe the dead cells in Fishbein’s scalp, or are they a few centimeters 
ower?” 

Comes the Evolution 
Lending the hsingrowtng lg Rot as ex-cathedra as Fishbein in con- 
fighting a losing battle, not so much ‘with Fishoets = — oo ‘4 
These croakers contend that hair i ‘ sy se ng cea 
! 7 ker’ e Sa hangover from the Pliocene age 
and will disappear in the centuries ahead of us if the world gets 
warmer, and reappear if we return to the ice age. i 
_ These seem to ignore that baldness is as common in Stockholm as 
it is in Hollywood. 
Bill James, one of a group of fur-bearing animals having their pelts 
revived by Miss Stenz, has been hot on the trail for six months of a 
legend that one of the larger insurance companies has had a standing 
offer to pay $25,000 to anybody who coulde grow hair. He last traced 
the legend to a display in a window in the Metropolitan Life building 
in Madison Square. To anybody who can run this rumor down James 
offers a reward of a complete Stenz treatment or -he will cut the in- 
former in for an agent's commission. whichever is greater. 
Argyrol, Eh? 

Pescara it often represents the difference between stardom and 
i gen parts, baldness is perhaps more vital to actors than it is to 
~ tc oo _ doctors. hat Jack Benny, Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, 
toumea aeanea yt oe paw ~~ be able to fool the cameras by using 

3 ’ ana aved spots does : , 
shee toe seal resend Dg 2eS not mean that thousands of others 
. Though baldness is more widespread among men, and 30 times more 
common among whites than blacks, women are suffering plenty from 
a hair, too. Many count their crowning glory as lost, and settle 
or a wig. 
isn't eatering to them before 4950 none, NEF private clients, but she 
doing so well she can give some bine te ate onl ad tare 7 
first objective will be the schools where she hopes = bergen 
fussv about using other peo yle’s co bs d an — oe a 
about sharing toothbrushes a “ i: of a oe semi hhon Soon 

‘ |! shes. sing hats of others is another bad trait. 
and much of the hereditary baldness, she believes. is traceable to this 
father-and-son habit. , 

No “Women and Children First” Nonsense 

One femme star of stage and screen Miss Stenz has been treating was 
losing her hair in handfuls. The cause was traced to a chemical which 
was used to enhance a particular part she had been playing on the 
road. Under the Stenz treatment the rush toward baldness was stopped 
and the counter-offensive to regain lost tresses is now proceeding as 
planned. 

John Drew used to argue that thick hair and a thin stomach was 
the secret of keeping young in the theatre. Actors who could retreat 
to radio were able to laugh off his dictum for at least 20 years, but 
now that the hot breath of television is breathing down the back of 
radio and blowing off its toupee as well as bagging its underwear, it 
Jooks as if actors will either have to grow hair er grow farm products. 


Her 
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Broadway 


Mordi Gassner to design sets for 
“Minnie and Mr. Williams” legiter. 


Emmett R. Callahan to be com- | 
pany manager for “Time For Eliz- | 
abeth.” 

Kay Buckley, legit actress, doing 
Paris, after a quickie clipper hop 
to London. 

Metro eastern editor Olin Clark 
serving this week on Federal 
Grand jury duty. 

Mrs. Nate (Vera) Blumberg, wife 
of Universal’s prexy, arrives in 
N.Y. Oct. 1 from the Coast. 

Van Heflin and Walter Pidgeon 
in from the Coast over the week- 
end for vacations in New York. 

Abigail (Tommye) Adams, legit 
actress, ex-Hollywood, out of Post- 
Graduate hospital following sur- 
gery. 

Borrah Minevitch due back with 
his Harmonica Rascals next month 
after a year of European engage- 
ments. 

Doris Glass of Universal’s ad 
dept. engaged to Leonard Koplin, 
of Philadelphia; nuptials scheduled 
for December. 


Joseph Bernhard, Cinecolor and 
Film Classics prexy, planed Coast- 
wards Monday (20) for confabs 
with studio execs. 

Benny Davis and Abner Silver 
back from two-month European va- 
cation yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam. 

Jack Yarmove has joined L. H. 
Hartman Advertising Co. as vee- 
pee in charge of public relations 
and motion pictures. 

Mrs. Hal (Lea) Horne and her) 
daughter, Barbara, have called off | 
their flying trip to Paris because | 
of uncertain conditions. | 

Joseph H. Hazen, president of | 
Hal Wallis Productions, returning | 
to N. Y. office Monday (27) after | 
summering on the Coast. 

V. Napoli, head of Artkino, sole 
U. S. distrib of Soviet-made pix, | 
has suffered a heart attack and is | 
now convalescing at home. 

Edith Piaf’s invites for her Ver- 
sailles preem (return engagement) 
tres Gallic, with personal notes in 
French welcoming the guests. 

Jerry Devine, producer-director 
of “This Is Your FBI,” east for 
conferences with agency officials 
and top FBI officers on future 
shows. 

Jimmie (ex-Tishman &) O'Neil 
back to Frisco where he is in the 
amusement supply biz. Came east 
for the Variety Clubs convention 


| 


} 


the Ringside, Sea Girt (N.J,), 
strawhat this summer, resuming 


his evening courses in dram<tics | 


lat City College. He's added a re- | aoe by his wife, MAY | ants here for the National Cham- 


fresher course in playwrighting for 
those who've already scripted 
plays. . : 

Paramount theatre’s managing 
director Bob Weitman, encoring as 
chairman of the Producing Com- 
mittee of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal “Night of Stars” benefit to be 
held at Madison Square Garden, 
Nov. 15, to be feted by the commit- 
tee at an Astor hotel luncheon 
Tuesday (28). 

Milton Sperling, Warner Bros. 
producer, occupied Jack Warner's 
permanent apartment in the Wal- 
dorf Towers until Mrs. Max Mild- 
er’s return from London this week. 
Widow of the former WB chieftain 
in Britain, who died recently, mak- 
ing her first U. S. visit in some 
time. Sperling shifted into the 
Hampshire House. 

Mother of Sylvia (Mrs. Leonard) 
Lyons sailed suddenly for Paris to 
continue her art studies. She is 


Mrs. Einstein, now over 60, but 
like the now éamous Grandma 
Moses, whose art works are in 


, great demand, the mother of the 
' Post columnist’s wife is said to 
have a similar flair, even though 
manifested late in life. 


| Pittsburgh 


| By Hal Cohen 


| Dick Hoover was laid’ up for 
week with a case of penicillin poi- 
soning. 

Harris Amus. Co. honored mem- 


bers of its 20-year club with a | 


luncheon. 

Variety Club resumed its weekly 
Friday Family Nights after sum- 
mer shutdown. 

Howard Newman, who did sum- 
mer opera publicity, back in town 
ahead of ‘The Heiress.” 

Joey Adams, Mark Plant and 
Tony Canzoneri playing return 
date at Jackie Heller’s Carousel. 

Judy Malone, daughter of 
WCAE’s Polly Malone, off for 
Venezuela to teach in an American 
school. 

Sada Thompson, drama student 
at Carnegie Tech, picked for title 
role in Playhouse’s opener, “Joan 
of Lorraine.” 

Nikolai (Fatula), local dancer, 
and his Balinese Trio into Vogue 


Cuba for dates. 
Cliff Daniel, manager of WCAE, 





i ay, “Ga 

Wedding of Renee Carroll and 
broker Louis Schonceit postponed 
from November to Dec. 31, ‘“‘so’s 
he won't forget the anniversaries,” 
says Renee. 

Rose Stradner (Mrs. Joseph 
Mankiewicz) arrives from Holly- 
wood today (Wed.) for rehearsals 
of the legit play, “Bravo!’’, which 
start Monday (27). 

Ezra E. Stern, L.A. film attor- 
ney, in for a week of business 
huddles. En route home, he will 
stop off at the TOA Chicago con- 
vention this week. 

Benjamin Sonnenberg opening a 
Coast branch. It’s the first time for 
the public relations counselor, 
who has focused all his activities 
at his Park Ave. hq. 

Agent Irving Lazar left for the 
Coast over the weekend after 10 
days in the east confabbing with 
clients Maxwell Anderson, Edward 
Chodorov and others on film sales 
of their properties. 

Eugene Frenke sailed for Europe 


on the Queen Mary last week towns and is building two more | 


to arrange the setup for the Greta 
Garbo picture (possibly the life of 
George Sand) which Walter Wan- 
ger will produce abroad. 

Harry G. Kosch, whose body was 
found floating in the Hudson river 
near North Tarrytown last week, 
was w.k. -as a theatrical attorney. 
Police quoted his business asso- 
ciates as saying he had been des- 
pondent of late. 

Sonny Werblin, Music Corp. of 
America v.p., attending the Coca- 
Cola convention at the Montana 
ranch of the company’s prexy and 
then to Hollywood to o.o. talent on 
the many radio .shows preeming 
there in October. 

James Sauter to act as liaison 
between Mayor O’Dwyer and the 
American Heritage Committee 
when the Freedom Train revisits 
New York to be on exhibit in vari- 
ous boroughs from Thanksgiving 
through New Year’s Day. 

Joseph L. Roberts, who resigned 
last week from Selznick Releasing 
Organization, going into business 
on his own in the amusement field. 
Prior to his four years as eastern 
ublicity rep, he was chief flack 
or Radio City’s Center theatre. 

Series of “special professional 
actors’ matinees” started yesterday 
(Tues.) by Siritzky International at 
an afternoon screening of the 
Sacha Guitry starrer, “Private Life 

of an Actor,” at its Elysee. Casts of 
seven Broadway legit shows in- 


ted. 
Jacob A. Weiser, who operated 


| shall. 


} 
| 
} 


Mexico City 

Jorge Marron Uria, the Mexican 
Dr. I. @., resumed broadcasting 
after a long illness. 

J. Randolph Jones, conductor of 
the Jersey City Symphony, to 
guest-conduct orchestra of Guadal- 
ajara Oct. 1 and 15. 

Mexican pic trade got aid of 
$3,263,789.18 (U.S.) from its own 
bank, Banco Nacional Cinemato- 
grafico, in loans, credits and dis- 
counts this year up to Aug. 31. 

Felipe Mier, ex-WB manager 
here, recently a distributor of 
Mexican pix and U.S.-made cin- 
ema equipment, is organizing a 
| film production-distribution com- 
| pany to get going around Nov. 1. 
| Antonio I. Bermudez, chief of 
_Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex), of- 
| ficial oil company, has three cin- 
emas operating in U. S. border 





'in Parral and Delicias, in Chihua- 
| hua state 

Station XEB and its shortwaver 
XEBT feted their 25th anniver- 
sary (15) with a starstudded 16- 
|hour program. Station, the old- 
est commercial here, is mouth- 
piece of the French-owned Buen 
Tono Cigarette Co. 


s 


Portland, Ore. 


Polack Bros. circus in town spon- 
| sored by the Shrine. 
' Rickey and Rooney into the 
Clover Club for two weeks. 
Jimmie Zito inked into Jantzen 
Beach Ballroom Sept. 24 and 25. 
Ted Gamble’s Capitol Theatre 
mars four big acts of vaude each 
week. 





Norman Anderson took booking | 


job at Cal-Ore club, near Canadian 
| border. 

Tubby Thompson orchestra back 
at Club Hy Mac after a brief va- 
cation. 

Jimmie Zito -band inked into 
Jantzen Beach ballroom Sept. 24 
and 25. 

Harry Carroll and Polly Baker 
currently headlining the show at 
Amato's Supper Club. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope in 
town for golf match at Glendovere 
Golf Club. Met two Portland pros. 
Crosby and Hope headlined Holly- 
wood stage revue at Stadium at 
night. Coin from both events for 
the PGA. 


Terrace for week before flying to | 


represented local Variety Club tent | 
at presentation of Humanitarian | 
Award to Secretary George Mar- | 


| London 


John Mills is to star in a new | 


| Embassy Club, famed in prewar | 
| days for its floor shows, returning | 
to its cabaret attraction in the fall. | 
| Betty Marsden out of “Don't} 
Listen Ladies” at the St. James! 
due to laryngitis, Pamela Bevan) 
substituting. 

George Robey became an octo- 
genarian Sept. 20, and celebrated 
by opening a new provincial tour | 
in Nottingham. | 

Frances Day and Phyllis Monk- 
man costar in Peter Daubeny’s next | 
West End production, “The Carter | 
Street Story,” which started pro-| 
vincial tryout at Nottingham, Sept. | 
20. 

Emile Littler is putting a na-' 
tional company of “Annie Get 
Your Gun” in Manchester for a 


'' nine-week stand, the D’Oyly Carte 


Opera Co., having agreed to open | 
in Liverpool to make this possible. 

Roland Pertwee changed title 
of his new play from “The Thing 
He Loves” to “House Upon the} 
Sand.” Jack de Leon is to present | 
the show in London after a six} 
weeks’ tour beginning in Leicester, 
Oct. 4. . 

Among the stars planing to/| 
Naples from London, Sept. 17,| 
| were Myrna Loy, Peggy Cummins, | 
| Roger Livesey, Richard Greene, | 
| shepherded by Gregory Ratoff, for | 
| shooting scenes in his forthcoming | 
pic, “That Dangerous Age.” Party | 
skedded to visit Rome and Capri. 





| Chicago 


| Mrs. Ernie Byfield leaving Passa- 
'vant hospital after illness. 

sey Connors, daughter of 
| Senator Wm. Connors, inked for 
a tele show over WGN. 
| Cast of “High Button Shoes” 
| will head Herald-American show 
'for vets at Hines hospital. : 
| Polish actress Halina Victoria 
| Zakrzekska in Chicago from Lon- 
don to appear in “Gypsy Baron.” 
| Elaine Stritch, singing comedi- 
enne of “Angel in the Wings,” leav- 
| ing show to return to N.Y. and new 
| offers. 
| Jennifer Holt, daughter of screen 
| actor Jack Holt, joined Pat Stevens 
agency here as head of drama de- 
partment. 

Cee Davidson, bandleader, takes 
‘over at the Chez Paree, Oct. 29. 
Marty Gould, present bahdleader, 
has radio plans. 

Ruth Gordon, star of her play, 
“Leading Lady,” has written a new 
play, “Kitchen Canaries,” which 
husband, Garson Kanin, will direct. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Savannah Churchill is the head- 
liner at the New Look. 

Fred Brisson, producer of ‘Vel- 
vet Touch,” in to exploit his prod- 
uct and meet the press and radio 
mob. 

Vic Damone is added attraction 
this week at the Click, with Fred- 
die Martin and Gene Williams as 
the ban-<stand tenants. 

Arthur Godfrey acted as m.c. 
recording stars, who turned out 
for the Record Dealers Assn. Par- 
ity, Sunday night (19), at Palum- 
| bo’s Cafe. 
| Theatre Guild of the Air will 

stage a broadcast at Academy of 
Music here Nov. 14, and U. S. 
| Steel already has Jack Appleyard 


/as advance man. 

Polio exhibit in Hotel John 
| Bartram, drew stage stars as 
guests. Janet Blair, Francis Led- 
,erer, David Brooks and Pamela 
| Britton, made personal appear- 
‘ances to help show. 








| Las Vegas 


| Joe FE. Lewis’ opening at El 
'Rancho (Sept. 15) drew a record 





7 


spot, with. rest of show holding 
over. 

The whole town is skeet shoot 
happy! More than 1,000 contest- 


pionship—the first staged in_ the 
West. The events opened Sept. 
16 and continue through 25. Prizes 
total $12,200. 

Six couples from ABC’s “Bride 
and Groom” show are booked in 
for five-day honeymoons at fol- 
lowing spas: At the Flamingo, 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 4, and Oct. 25 to 


Oct. 30; at El Rancho Oct, 12 to| 


17; Thunderbird, Oct. 18 to 23; 
and Nevada Biltmore, Oct. 15 to 
20th. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick — 
Trade is terrific at His Majesty's, 


Melbourne, with the Williamson- 
Tait grand opera troupe from 
Italy. 

Aussie Dept. of Information’s 


film unit will continue pic-making 
here. Jack Allen is producer to 
the unit. 


Hollywood 


Anatole Litvak in from Paris. 

Fred Quimby bedded with flu. 

Roberta Lee laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

Deborah Kerr returned from 
London. 

Peggy Ryan nospitalized with 
appendix trouble. 





Dian Manners recovering from 
emergency surgery. 

Hoosier Hot Shots back after 
nine weeks on the road. 

Sonny Tufts to Honolulu for the 
Air Force Day ceremonies. 

Artie Wayne and Williams Sis- 


'ters opened at Club Moderne, Long 


Beach. 
| Hugh Hunt celebrated his 27th 
anni as set dresser for Louis B. 
Mayer. 

Henry Ginsberg back at his 
Paramount desk after two weeks 
in N. Y. 


Karl Capek’s “R. U. R.” drawing | 


at Doris Fritton’s Independent 
Theatre, North Sydney. Show may 
go on the road later. 


Sir Laurence Olivier, before 


cast fee to the Food for Britaimr 
Fund. 


Bert Palmertz left for the Philip- 
pines-where he is general manager 
for RKO. 

William Farnum celebrated his 
59th anni as an actor on “Mask for 


| Lucretia” set at Paramount. 


Frank Morgan celebrated his 


|15th vear as Metro contractee with 
re | start of “The Great Sinner.” 

leaving for New Zealand tour with | 
Old Vic Co., gave $1,000 broad- | 


Bob Hope received a_ special 
award from Gen. Jonathan M. 
| Wainwright at the DAV benefit 
| ball. 


Edgely and Dawe, British vaud- | 
ers, plan another tour here with | 


George Mitchell awarded a cita- 
tion by American Society of Cine- 


/own unit. Duo has been out here| matographers for his pioneering 


for many years in vaude, revue} work. 


and radio. 


for Hoyts. Pic is ahead of “Best 
Years” on b.o. 

U.S. tennis professional champs 
Jack Kramer and Bobby Riggs, 
together with the Aussie champ 
Dinny Pails, open local tour in 
Brisbane Sept. 23. 

Eric Williams, Ealing topper 
here, will return in October after 
huddles in London with Sir Mich- 
ael Balcon. Ealing’s “Eureka Stock- 
ade” will be edited at the home 
studio. 

Maurice Diamond has gotten an 
okay to run a tent vaude show in 
Newcastle. He bought the outfit 
from the late George Sorlie. Tent 
is on ground owned by Sir Ben 
Fuller. Diamond, an American out 
here for years, also runs a dance 
school in Sydney. 


Washington, D. C. 


By Florence S. Lowe 

The Ravens, National Record 
est combo, currently at Club 

ali. 

David Palfreyman, theatre top- 
per for MPAA, recuperating from 
a bursitis operation. 

J. C. Brown, News of Day editor 
here, back at work after a long ill- 
ness at a New England hospital. 

Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker on 
hand last week for Eastern Air 
Lines invitation preem of “Air 
Power is Peace Power.” 

Magicians Alliance of the East- 
ern States will go through their 
paces on and off the record during 
annual confab here over coming 
weekend. 

Mrs. Red Skelton and comic's 
manager, Edna Borsage, in to wit- 
ness his triumph at Variety Club’s 
Humanitarian Award Dinner last 
Saturday night. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Longford Productions will do 
short English tour in January. 

Joe Loss and his band inked for 
theatre and terpery dates here 
next month. 

Bertie Elliman, Irish manager 
for British Lion, planed to London 
for sales conference. 


Vie Oliver pacted to do show in 








| crowd. 
| Billy Vines into the Fiamingo 


with Jublaires, Eight Lucky Girls, | 


Dick Hyde, -and Hal Pruden’s 
orch. 

Siebrand’s Carnival and Circus 
due here Sept. 22 for on 
run, sponsored by Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. 

At Last Frontier headliner Dan- 
ny O'Neil in second week. Open- 
ing for John & Sandra Steele at 
spot is set for Sept. 24. 

At the Thunderbird: Rochester’s 
engagement here attracted capac- 
ity houses. Jimmy Durante blew 
into town to catch Rochester and 
then left for N. Y. 

Vacationing at the Flamingo: 
Mrs. Lou Wasserman, wife of 
MCA ovrexy, with Mrs. Jackie 


Cooper. They caught Mitzi Green’s | 
closing show, and stayed over for | 


Billy Vines’ opening, 


Raye, juggling satirist, and the 


dancing Edward Sisters. 


Theatre Royal in November for 
‘Jewish National Fund. 

Jimmy O'Dea “Happy Holiday” 
;revue broke Gaiety house record 
with eight weeks complete sellouf. 
| Last-minute intervention avert- 
;ed strike at eight Limerick cine- 
/mas. Pay claim goes to arbitra- 


| tion. 
Dallas 


| Bob Millar into Mural Room for 
| Six weeks. 

| “Tee Cycles” at State Fair of 
| Texas, October 9-24. ‘ 


Monica Lewis into Pappy’s for 
| 11-day run. 


| Jean and Ray Nip on same bill. 
Dot Franey opening new edition 





Bob O’Donneli, chief barker of 
and 


Interstate executive to Boston for | 
Pinky | presentation of Variety Interna- 


yuy Madison and Rory Calhoun 


“Life With Father” (WB) is com-| injured, but not too seriously, on 
plete sellout six days ahead on} jocation with “When a Man’s a 
third stanza at Century, Sydney, | 


Man.” 

Ralph S. Peer left on five-month 
tour of his music company’s branch 
offices in various parts of the 
world. 

Dave Sebastian heading for Rio 
de Janeiro to produce television 
reels featuring his wife, Carmen 
Miranda. 

David O. Selznick will be a guest 
speaker at Studio  Publicists 
Guild’s second annual Panhandle 


: Dinner at Friar’s Club, Oct. 6. 


Vienna 


Publisher Karl Schmidt leased 
Simpl cabaret for one year. 

Film star Angelika Hauff back 
from Rio de Janeiro, where she 
made pix. 

Danielle Darrieux here to work 
in Austro-French film production, 
“Sold Nights.” 

Maxwell Anderson’s “Joan of 
Lorraine” slated for Austrian 
preem in Josefstadt theatre. 

Continental Concert Agency has 
inked Jack Back, Austrian jazz or- 
chestra leader, for U. S. tour. 

Author Ernst Friese leased Ti- 
tania theatre; will reopen it under 
new name, Neues Lustspiel theatre. 

Hungarian director Geza Rad- 
vany inked by Union Film for its 
next production, ‘The Life of 
Johann Ort.” 

Egon Hilbert back from England 
with agreement reached with Lon- 
don Films to screen “Marriage of 
Figaro,” Mozart opera. 

Walther von der Vogelweide 
Singing Society of Innsbruck in- 
vited by St. Louis University for 
tour of 20 U. S. cities. 

Hubert Marischka to appear in 
“Waltz Queen” at the Buerger the- 
atre. He wrote the book, Ludwig 
Schmidseder the music. 

Wintergarten cabaret off limits 
for all military. Action taken be- 
cause of recent disturbances there 
among white and colored. 

Bizonia to exchange films with 
Austria at four Austrian for one 
German pic, according to M. Lo- 
binger, chief of the Austrian Film 
Industry Assn. 

Burg Theatre invited Berthold 
Viertel, Coast film director, to pro- 
duce Tennessee Williams’ “Glass 
Menagerie” during the winter sea- 
son. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

El Chico, which has had ups and 
down in past years, again sold. 

Bobby Kelly in New York on 
talent hunt for reopening of 
Mother Kelly’s in October. 
Maurice Schwartz, impressario- 
actor, dickering for south beach 
theatre to install rep group. 





of Ice Revue “Time to Skate” in! 
oe Room of Hotel Adolphus. : 
Singer Rose Marie opened at) 

Thunderbird Sept. 16, with Billy | Varity Clubs International, 


Brandt chain broke ground for 
new film house in Miami. Now 
| operating Flamingo on the Beach 
and third house currently is in 
blueprint stage. 

Harry Richman in town to prep 


Bobby Winters and_ — for winter return, and off to 


| New Orleans for engagement. 
| Signed with Beachcomber here for 
third season date in row. 

Despite stories that Murray 
Weinger’s new Copa City will fea- 
ture its-new building instead of 
big names, he’s dickering with Hil- 
degarde and other toppers, among 
them Kay Thompson, for new 


'Tomiin booked in. Sept. 23 for top| tional Award to New Egland tent. : season. 
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| Golden State; “Aladdin’s Lamp,” 


‘in which the houris writhe ecstati- MARRIAGES 


- 
House Reviews cally while a frozen songbird chirps |_ Irene Winston to John Shelton, 
in an evergreen bamboo tree; “Pot- | Las Vegas, Sept. 12. Both are | 
Continued from page 46 Goo | ter’s General Store,” a rural clam- | film players. 
| Bake; “Mardi Gras,” a super show- Deannie Best to Albert Pearl-; 
case for Helen Rose’s costume de- | son, Las Vegas, Sept. 11. Bride is | 
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Palladium, London 


ence who, though limp and ex-;|Signing talents, and “‘Aero-Dy- an actress. JACQUES GORDON ;much of their success to her 
hausted, wanted more and more. =| Pamies, the rousing aviation; Jerri Gerringer to Walter Shen- | Jacques Gordon, 49, violinist and | efforts. In latter years’ she 

In every way it was a night to | finale. _ _ | son, Beverly Hills, Sept. 19. He's a| conductox, died in Hartford, Conn.,,had been partially paralyzed and 
be remembered. Miss Hutton broke rvelyn Chandler and _ Heinie | film producer. 'Sept. 15, after suffering a stroke. | got about in a wheel chair, usually 





all the rules of the game, made 


Brock are sorely missed from the | 


no pretense of being nervous, and lineup, of course. But their high- 
displayed that boisterous energy | laced sho»s are filled more than 
for which she is noted. Her songs, | C«pably by such flashy blade talent 
of course, were irresistible, and | as Canadian star Marilyn Ruth 





Archie Elray with a neat ven-| Larry Morey. includes “The Lolly- sonhurst, N. Y., Sept. 12. Bride is| FERRUCCIO GIANNINI | Film and National Theatres Corp., 
triloquial act with three dummies. | pop Polka.” “Got a Gal in Cali- songstress, known professionally| Ferruccio Giannini, 79, retired died Sept. 20 after a lingering ill- 
The Mello-Larks from the U. S.|forny.” “The Upside Down Song” | 45 Lynn Ashley, and Sister of ‘operatic tenor and theatrical pro- | 2€SS. _Surviving are his wife, 
offer neat rhythm and come back ;and “Me and My Heart Went Harry Revel, songwriter. ‘ducer, died in Philadelphia, Sept. | Marie Treanor Dillon; a daughter, 
at the end of the show to harmo-| A-gadding,” all definitely humma- Gale Holman to Barry Alan) 17. | Mrs. Marjorie Pinches, and a son, 


pie _ need rhe a ad de Jane Lewis are ace aes | duction for Paramount Pictures. In Memorium | 20th-Fox board in 1935. 
equlitbrists seen in London. er Ke. | ae ed 
i man Hyde, held over from the pre- | MARK A LUESCHER | HARRY WARDELL 
vious show, indulges in some more BIRTHS ” | Harry Wardell, 69, former vaude 
—— nome — 5 omen Mi he | | Mr. and Mrs. Noel Moran, | Died Sept. 20, 1936 | performer and recently a writer at 
pidge Ai oper ter with uate — itc um | daughter, Dublin, Sept. 8. mre) In Our Hearts Always ae cae ay e- Pr tua Sept. 
i as aoe _ after a heart attack. 
lightful ballroomology. |®____ continued from page 1 mc | is film critic. M Nettie, Mary and Betty Details i Dicteas’ Doaidain 
Entire second half is given over | KO bearing the name of former | Dabii = — "i Peihee ia sane | | aa te 
to Miss “Hutton and the Three | RKO Dearing ine ae nary. was | Oe nd tee aCtOF | ty this country in 1885 and settled ANTHONY J. ROMAN 
Jokers, a trio of not very inspiring | production chief Dore i ts rg | with Longford Productions. in Philadelphia in 1894. During the| | Anthony J. Roman, who operated 
knockabout comedians. Myro. helped a, oo ete. Bite. = = aies: ~~ ra. Son. "Chicago World Fair in 1893, Gian-| the first motion picture machine in 
i ae | particularly oe ' in . A eae ay Ma “ily. ta — Ry pp ee nini received a gold medal as the | Albany, and was a theatrical engi- 
; ’ y F Ieee s orush With = -ally | eather . it ees SS;|singer who best interpreted the | neer for the Strand theatre for 28 
Olympia, Miam |ing the reefer binge was generally | father is a radio producer. popular songs of the day. He| years, died Saturday (18) in Al- 








although she opened with a senti- 
mental tune, she clicked mainly 
with her zany numbers such as 
“Murder, He Says,” and wound up 
by leading audience in community 
sing on “In the Shade of the Old 


Apple Tree.” A solid hit. i“Candyland and “Tally Ho”; Bet- | ballerina; he’s a concert violinist. For nine years he headed the — quoted neighbors as say- 
Making her first appearance |ty Schalow and Hugh Hendrick-| Leona Hole to Elmer Weiner, violin department at the American | ing Klaman apparent), was trapped 

since her recent American tour, | S0n; in “Cmooth Sailing”; Hazel | New York, Sept. 18. He's a con- Conservatory of Music in Chicago.| while trying to extinguish the 

Florence Desmond got a big wel- | Franklin, as “Aladdin”; Mae Ross | cert manager. In 1942 Gordon became head) flames in the living room of the 

come-back reception and once | and Bill Stine, in “Pirate's Plun- | Sophie Babychuck to John Ny- | of the’ violin department = at) apartment. 

again delighted with her superb | der” and “Mardi Gras’; Carlos Ro- | gerchuck. Detroit, Sept. 10. Bride|the Easiman School of Music in Klaman was associated with the 


impersonations which ranged from 


| Take; lion impersonators Ole Eric- 
sen and Jchn Mulvey; adagio team 
Narena and Norris, in ‘Portraits’; 
stiltsters Harris and Phyllis Legg. 
in “Coney Island”: the sensational 
Scotvold and Schramm Twins, in 


mero, Jr.. and Bill Cameron, in 


| Sally Ruth Levine to Ernest Pin- 
‘ter. New York, Sept. 19. 
| daughter of Herman Levine. War- 
‘ner Bros. exec in Philadelphia. 

Virginia Monaco to Dr. Kenneth 
Helveigh, Beverly Hills, 
Bride is widow of Jimmy Monaco, 
songwriter. 

Nora 


Isaac Stern, re- 


Europe. Bride is the 


Kaye to 
icently in 


{is continuity writer at WJBK, De- 


Sept. 18. | 


| . A native of Odessa, Russia, Gor- | 
Bride is | 


don studied at the Imperial Con- 
servatory at Odessa. He came to 
|the United States as a youth to 
study under Franz Kneisel. In 1921 
he became concertmaster of the 
| Chicago Symphony Orchestra. He 
|organized a quartet in 1921 and 
|in 1930 1esigned from the Chicago 
' Orchestra to devote full time to 
his ensemble. 


Rochester. Several years ago he 


with the assistance of one of her 
daughters. 
ROBERT R. KLAMAN 
Robert R. Klaman, 34, son-in- 
law of Dave _ Rubinoff, 


burgh, Sept. 16. 
mer Ruby Rubinoff, 
the violinist, suffered only 


Music Corp. of America. He had 


Tallulah Bankhead to Hepburn, | “General Store”; Monica Moran | troit, received the Etizabeth Sprague | been an orchestra leader for sev- 

from Dietrich to Colbert and from | and Dick Rasmussen, in “Centen- | I” Win, in Misia ne, ‘Coolidge Medal for Distinguished | eral years. 

Bette Davis to Hildegarde, all done | nial’; Virginia Morrison and Les| “Ne ° tes é ~~ A | Service to Music in the United a 

- shee eee ‘H ilton in “Mr. Fixit”: Frick and | $@ olla, Scotland, Sept. 20. Both) qr | — 

Leics cpainmagarriga ee ; y *|are in London company of “Anna| °!ates. JOHN R. DILLON 
Opening the show are the 2/|Frack in  “*isherman’s Wharf, iy staan ” —_ ; | He leaves his wife, Mrs. Ruth | 7 : e oe 


Cromwells offering the usual run 
of aerial gymnastics, followed by 


nize with Miss Hutton. The femme 
half of the Swiss Stars almost tie 
themselves in knots, and the entire 


Miami, Sept. 17. 


|and Paul Gannon on vocals. 
Fine 


score, by ex-Disneyite 


| ble. Routines by Frances Claudet, 
| comedy. numbers by Stanley D. 
Kahn and dance phases by Mary 











inet mentioned. or was subject only | 


Marks. Old Greenwich, Conn., 
Sept. 18. Bride is daughter of Rus- 








Mr. and Mrs. Simon Asin, son 


Reni Reve! to Al Schulman, Ben- | 


sell Holman, head of eastern pro-| 


-| worked with Berliner, 


| Janeway Gordon, and two sons. 
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| Born in Tuscany, Italy, he came 


| 


inventor of 





John R. 
the board of 


Dillon, 58, 
20ih 


| John, Jr. 


| Deceased, a partner in Hayden, 


Stone & Co.. 


bany. 





eae | 
Ken Griffin, Ross Wyse, Jr., with | tO @ passing remark by the critics. |New Rochelle, N. Y., Sept. 1./the flat disk phonograph record, in| Survived by wife, brother, and 
Pegay Womack, Bud Sweeney, | His acting frequently came in for | Mother (Brenda Lewis) is opera; making the first vocal recordings sister. 
Harvey Bell, Juanita Skating | friendly comment. | singer; father is orchestra con-|on that type of record in 1895. ; - eamacirtee 
Champions. Les Rhode House| Kate Cameron, who gave the | ductor. a | Later, he recorded operatic arias Pent cag BEACH COOKE 
Orch; “I, Jane Doe” (Rep). ‘film 316 stars in the New York |. Mr. and Mrs. Jess Kimmel, | for Victor. ‘ tephen Beach Cooke, 50, former 
senna Daily News, remarked: “You'll for- | daughter, N. Y., Sept. 7. Mother | Giannini was a member of the} s:.aze and motion picture actor, 


Nothing outstanding on tap this | 


week, though lineup contains 
enough entertaining ingredients to 


keep patrons interested, if not en- | 


thusiastic. 

Topliner is electric-organ  vir- 
tuoso Ken Griffin, who does neatly 
in blending of tunes and orchestral 
effects. Author of “You Can't Be 
True, Dear” rings up solid reaction 
via his pipings. 

Bud Sweeney emcees smoothly 


and in own spot offers series of | 


get while watching Robert Mitch- 
um in the role of Jim Fairways 
that he is anything but the man 
be appears to be on the screen.” 
Industry Relieved 

he industry—and particularly 
RKO and David O. Seiznick, who 
share Mitchum’s contract — 
been watching with great interest 
the reaction to Mitchum’s appear- 
ance in a film so soon after the 
reefer incident. As a- matter of 
fact, the industry is happy at the 
lack of negative reaction, since it 


have | 


is pressagent; father is a legit 


stage director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Feather. 
daughter. New York, Sept. 10. 
| Father is the jazz critic 
| WMGM. N. Y., disk jockey; mother 
|is the former Jane Leslie, song- 
stress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jess Oppenheimer, 
daughter, Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Father is a radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Bressler, son, 
New York, Sept. 15. 
| Vera Appleton, of the duo-piano 
|team of Appleton & Field. 


i 
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and | 


Mother is | 


| old 
| York. predecessor of the Metropoli- 
‘tan Opera Co. 

DAME LILIAN BRAITHWAITE 

Dame Lilian Braithwaite, 77, 
| stage and film actress, died at her 
|} home in London after a heart at- 
|tack on Friday, Sept. 17. <A _ pre- 
'vious attack a 
'pelled her to give up her role in 


/R. C. Sherriff’s new play, “MiSS | was 


Mabel.” 

Dame Lilian first appeared on 
'the professional stage in 1897, and 
made her last west-end appearance 


Mapleson Opera Co. of New) 


week earlier com- | 


diee at Cooperstown, N. Y., Sept. 
| 16. 
| Suryiving are his 


wife, and a 
brother. 











‘Streetcar’ 


=== Continued from page 1 —— 


Welch at 








the meeting, and that 
; the signal for things to be- 
gin popping at Nixon. Next day, 
there was a steady stream of tick- 
et-holders turning in their paste- 


Bags and character delineations ‘ peat ana pee as ; boards for refunds. Th f 
a Sanna : was feared all of Hollywood’ might Mr. and Mrs. Vica Howard,| with Sir Ralph Richardson in S for refunds. at, o course, 
cay then P nayees- ng eteeael be in for a serious public rela- | daughter, Dallas, recently. Father| ‘Royal Circle.” She stayed in made little difference in the 
P : tions rap. is a staff announcer at WFAA,| London throughout the war years, | “Streetcar” gross, since there were 


Teeoff spot has acro-whirling of 
Juanita and her Skating Champ- 
jons. Harvey Bell, vet local tenor 
currently running the Club Bali, 
makes his annual appearance here 
to okay reception. On the pops he 
sets voice off nicely, but ‘“Pag- 
liacci’’ doesn’t seem to fit. Overall 
impresh, however, is strong. 

Ross Wyse. Jr., and Peggy Wo- 
mack are familiars here. Combo 
of comedy and hoofery gets the re- 








; 
quisite amount of giggles and) were pushed back to make way for | 4 film producer. ERIC CORNELL ed that not only was this a free { 
mitting, but stint could stand re-| “Rachel.” in which Loretta Young Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brecher, ' Lc BE , country but that he had no control i 
Somning on material. Les Rhode | gang William Holden co-star. pr enna’ New kegel 4 * be BILL HOLCOM over casts appearing in his play- i 
louse orch handles the musical) ,, iw i , — ather is supervisor for Brecher | § | house, but that didn’t satisfy flock i! 
end smoothly. Lary. |, Towns covered by Fepeaey ® Theatre Circuit in New York. Baas ; |of them who insisted they'd never i 

boxoffice reports include Provi Pittsburgh radio and owner of : y i | 
dence where “Rachel” was one if 'WJAS eittsburgh and WHJB | patronize the theatre again. i 
of the city’s leaders; Cincinnati, Greensberg, Pa., died Monday (20) Couple of Pittsburgh columnists 


Unit Reviews 


Continued from page 44 = 


lee Follies of 1949 
top-hatied glidings with the Ameri- 


can Beauties, the Frick and Frack | 
routines, the | 
stroblites | 


crack-ihe-sacroiliac 
crack-the-whip and the 
are all there, as of yore, but before 
the customer has time to think he’s 
seen it before, the Ice Folliettes 
and the ice itself light up with 
something new in the Mazda line, 
the seals and the penguins mingle 
Stage center with the larger-than- 


life-size pandas, lions and rabbits, | 


and a huge airplane appears from 
nowhere. And so the Shipstads and 
Johnson top themselves again. The 
nine-month tour ahead should be a 


mop-up, despite a staggering week- | 


ly tab for cast and crew of 160. 


RKO. which also has another ur 
released Mitchum film on_ its 
shelves, “Blood on the Moon,” had 
first considered delaying release 
of “Rachel,” hoping for the press 
| furore to die down. It was decided, 
| instead, however, to rush the film 
| into release as quickly as possible, 
'thus feeling the full effect of the 
‘publicity, good or bad. In many 
cases other pix, previously dated, 





where it was ‘“‘very big”; Boston, 
where it 


and earned a_ holdover; Omaha, 


“solid,” and Denver, “big”. 
In New 


ence of the “Robert Mitchum Fan 
_Club” on opening night, Saturday. 
|About 20 gals were present to give 
out with the desired “ah's” and 
sighs and have their pictures 
snapped with Mitchum’s and Miss 
Young’s screen doubles. 





' 


was one of town's besi_ 
where it was “sock”; Kansas City, | 


York, RKO took the. 
precaution to arrange for the pres- | 
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worked out for “Amos ‘n’ Andy,” 
might be in the works for the 


Dallas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Broder, son. 
Detroit, Sept. 13. Father is head of 
Realart Pictures. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wally Jordan, son, 
New York, Sept. 15. Father is in 
the radio dept. of the William Mor- 
|ris agency. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Sid Luft, 
| Hollywood, Sept. 18. 





son, 
Mother is 


| Lynn Bari. screen actress; father is | 











Times Square 


|e Continued from page 1 


bow-room which a 
| daily traffie afforded it. 

Starr makes these surveys as a 
service to some of his industrial 
;aceounts interested in 
how many gawkers see their il- 
luminated billboards. In the es- 
timate are figured both pedestrians 
and passengers in vehicles travers- 
\ing the square. 

Not only 
more crowded but it is also gain- 
ing in candle-power and expense to 
its advertisers, Starr said. While 
estimating how much brighter the 
street is can’t be done satisfactori- 
lv, Starr declared there was no 
question that illumination is on the 


mere 950,000 | 


knowing | 


is Times Sq. growing 


and for more than three years ap- 
peared in record run of “Arsenic 
and Old Lace.” 


HUGH J. BRENNEN 
Hugh J. Brennen, 68, pioneer in 





IN MEMORY OF 
JEANNE BARRIEN 


at Pittsburgh. In 1933 he became 
a majority stockholder in KQV in 
Pittsburgh and also purchased 
| WHJB. Brennen had to relinquish 
control of KQV in 1944 under an 


FCC ruling which prohibited mul-! 


tiple ownership of radio stations in 
the same service area. 

In addition to his son, Kenneth 
Brennen, vice-president of both 
WJAS and WHJB, he leaves wife 
and two daughters. 


| 


VERNON DALHART 
Vernon Dalhart, 65. pioneer re- 
cording star, who collaborated in 
composing “The Prisoner’s Song,” 

died in Bridgeport, Sept. 16. 


His family name was Marion Try | 


Slaughter but he adopted the pro- 
fessional name of Vernon Dalhart. 
He sang with various opera com- 
panies and in Broadway musical 





just as many others, and more, 
eager to pick them up, regardless 
of the political leanings of the 
show's players. 


For next 24 hours phones In of- 





fice of Edwin Wappler, manager of 


| Nixon, hacdly ever stopped ring- 


|ing as voices at other end poured 
/out an endless stream of invective 
|at theatre for “giving employment 
| to Communists.” Wappler protest- 


| also poured it on Miss Hagen and 
_Miss Welsh in subsequent editions. 
Karl Krug, of Sun-Telegraph, said 
| their actions were no fault of Nix- 
/on’s or Wappler’s and then printed 
room numbers of two actresses at 
| William Penn hotel, and suggested 
that all protests should be regis- 
tered with the Wallace campaign- 
ers directly. Florence Fisher Par- 
ry, in the Press, used the incident 
to reiterate an old theme of hers 
that artists should keep out of the 
public political arena, stating that 
too few of them knew what they 
were talking about outside their 
;own spheres. 


Statement of Miss Hagen’s at the 
rally that had her being most wide- 
ly quoted was: “‘Wallace is my can- 
didate because I believe he’s our 
biggest and only hope for peace. 


Expensive-looking new produc-| Charlie McCarthy Show, was Upgrade. “I can tell from the aca upon a re- | people of the theatre are union 
tion numbers are unquestionably | fatly denied by his agency, Music number of big mazda signs that my Seavivin ae hin wits ats people. We're laborers. The rea- 
the most lavish ever staged by America. company has recently installed,” he | , ° ga ‘ a a 


the ice maestros. They include the | 
opening “Fountain of Versailles,” | 


sufficiently sequined to outshine 


the Forty Niners iceskated to the 


Corp. of 
NBC sources said the web had 
no advices other than that Bergen 





night. 
lier, Ida.. for the NBC convention). 


said. 
Film distribs and first-run show- 


ago. 


| daughter. 


MRS. MARY GISH 


jfor her daughters, who attributed 


son we people of the theatre want 
Wallace is because we want to eat 
well, buy nice things and open our 


[ the City of Light itself; “All | will return to the air, as scheduled, | cases are spending more than ever} yyype Mar Robinson Gish mouths when we vant to. I was 
Aboard for Candyland.” featuring | Oct 3 for Standard Brands. | It on Broadway signs and theatre’! mother of Lillian and Dorothy peat in Germany. | came here in 
animated candysticks, spearmint | @S learned. however, that NBC ‘fronts, Starr added. In the past Gish, actresses, died in New York, | 1927 [ had always heard that 
soldiers. marshmallow bunnies, su- | P’eXy Niles Trammell and Bergen | year, costs have risen some 22 ce. | Sept. 17. America was one place where you 
garplums and lollypops; “Califor- conferred by phone Monday (20) He estimates that the film biz is In the early days of the motion could always open your mouth. So 
nia Centennial.” which shows how ‘Trammell is in Sun Val- Taying out 30% more than one year’ pictures Mrs. Gish was manager I want to open my big mouth and 


say I'm tor Henry A. Wallace.” 


violinist, 
died after a fire at his home in Pitts- 
His wife, the for- 
daughter of 
minor 


member of 
Century-Fox 


was elected to the 
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“CHESTERFIELD 
SUPPER CLUB” 


MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 
7 %0 7:15 P.M. NBC 


PERRY COMO 


WHEN YOURE SMILING 


sehen “WORDS and MUSIC” ;: 


MY MELANCHOLY BABY An MGM Picture — 
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